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C H A P. I. 

Of Profit and Honejiy. 

* 

HER E's no Man but at one Time or other fays 
a filly Thing j but the worft on't is when he v- 
feds it. 



Nie ille magno conatu magnas nugaS dixerit. *• 

The Man in troth with much ado 
Has prov'd that one and one make two. 

This does not touch me. My Nonfenfe flips from mc 

rith as little Care as it merits, and it is well it does fo. I 

>u'd quit it on a fudden for the little there is in it of Va- 

and neither buy nor fell it for more than the Weight. 

fpeak on Paper as I do to the firft Man I meet •, and that 

is true, obferve what follows. 
^ Who wou'd not abhor Treachery when 57- ^ perfidious Ac- 
wj wouM not admit of it in a Matter of ^IL^f "^ 
h Importance to him ? He had word fent 
Vol. III. B frota 

• Terence Heautoi),. A£i 5. fcere 9. f Tacit. Annal. \. a. c. %^. 
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fr6m Gernfany that if he thought fit, they wou'd by P( 
rid him of Ariminius^ who was the moft powerful Er 
the Romans had, he having treated them very bafd 
the Time of Varus ^ and being the only Man that hir 
the Increafe of their Empire in thofe Countries. The 
fwer he returned was,' That it was the Cuftom of the 
mans to be reveng'd on their Enemies by open F 
Sword in Hand ; not clandeftinely, nor by Fraud : Wl 
in he preferred the Thing that was honourable, to the pi 
able. He was (you will fay) a Hedlor. I believe as mi 
but that's no great Wonder in the Gentlemen of his 
feflion. But the Acknowledgment of Virtue is no led 
lid by its coming from the Lips of him who hates it, 
afmuch as Truth forces it from him ; and if he wil 
embrace it in his Breaft, he puts it on at lead by Wa 
Ornament. 

Human Policy OurStrufture, both external and intern 
fo full of Itn- full of Imperfeftion ; yet there is nothij 
ferfeaion that Naturc but what is of ufe, not even Inu 

ATt?*'"' ^^^^^^- ^^^^^ ^ nothing in this Uni 
jupfort tt. -y^hich has not fome proper Place in it. 

Being is cemented with certain fcurvy Qualities : Am 
on, Jealoufy, Envy, Revenge, Superftition, Defpair, 
To natural a Lodgment in us that the Image of them ij 
cern'd in the brute Beafts ; nay Cruelty itfelf, a Vi< 
much out of Nature, for even in the Midft of Comj 
on, we fed within us an unaccountable bittcr-fweet Ti 
tion of ill-natur'd Pleafure in feeing another fufFer ^ 
even Children are fenfible of it. 

Suave man magno turbantibus aquora ventis 
E terra magnum alterius fpeSIare labor em ♦. 

'Tis fweet from Land to fee a Storm at Sea, 
And others finking whilft ourfelves are free. 

Whoever fiiou'd diveft Man of the Seeds of fuch Qua 
woy'd deftroy the fundamental Conditions of human '. 
Likcwife in all Governments there are neceffary Offices 



Jj^ Lucret. lib. ii, ▼• i, z» 
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only abjeifc but vicious alfo. Vices have their D^artment 
there, and are employ -d as Cement to conneft us together, 
like Poilbn that is adminifter'd for the Prefervation of our 
Health. If they become excufable forafmuch as they are 
neceflary for us, and becaufe the public Neceffity difguifes 
their real Qualities, we are to refign this Part to the ftrong- 
eft and boldeft Citizens, who facrifice their Honour and 
Confcience, as the Ancients facrific'd their Livesj for the 
Good of their Country. We that are weaker play thofe 
Parts that are more eafy and lefs hazardous* The public 
"Weal requires that a Man (hou'd betray, tell Lies, and com- 
mit Murder : Let us leave this Commiflion to Men that 
are more obedient and more fupple. 

I have really been often vex'd to fee Judges, Malicious Juf- 
by Fraud and falfe Hopes of Favour or Pardon, ''^^" 
draw in a Criminal to confefs his Faft ; and to obferve what 
Recourfe they therein have to Tricking and Impudence. It 
would be of good Service to Juftice, and even to Plato him- 
lelf, who countenances this Manner of Proceeding, to fur-* 
niih me with other Means more fuitable to my Inclination. 
*Tis a malicious Kind of Juftice, and I think 'tis as much of- 
fended by itfelf as by others. I faid not long fince, in fome 
Company, that as I fhou'd be very forry to betray any pri- 
vate Man for the Service of my Prince, I fhou'd be very 
loth to betray my Prince to any private Man. And as I 
have an Averfion to cheat another, fo I (hou'd hate to be de-. 
ceiv'd myfelf, and will not fo much as furnilh any Pretext 
or Occafion for it. 

In the few Concerns which I have had to Montaigne a 
negotiate betwbct our Princes, in thofe Divifi- '^luJed^^Td^ 
ens and Subdivifions by which we are at this "^^^^ 
Time rent, I have nicely avoided leading them 
into any Miftakes of me, and their deceiving others by my 
Mafk. The People of this Profeflion are the moft referv- 
cd, and pretend to be the Men of thegreateft Moderation, 
and the neareft Conformity to the Sentiments of thofe with 

. whom they have to do. I declare fimply what I fincerely 
think, and in my own Manner -, being a tender Negociator, 

. ftnd but a Learner, who had rather fail of Succefs, thaa be. 
wanting to myfelf. And yet it has hit\\fcrto ^toV ^^o\nx^^ 
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(for furcly its chiefly owing to Fortune) that few Things 
have pafsM from Hand to Hand with lefs Sufpicion, and 
more Favour and Secrecy. I have an open Manner, which 
readily infinuates itfelf, and gains Credit upon the firft 
Acquaintance. Simplicity, and the naked Truth,.in what 
Age foever, make their Way, arid find their Account; and 
moreover the Freedom of Men who treat without any In- 
tereft of their oWri is neither hateful nor fufpcfted : And 
fuch liiay very well tnakeufe of the.Anfwer of Hyparides 
to the Athenians^ when they complain'd of his rough Way 
of Speaking, * Gentlemen, Do not regard whether I am 
^ free? -, but whether I am fo without a Fee, and without any 

* Advantage from it to my own Affairs *'. My freedom 
of Speech has alfo naturally clear'd me of all Sufpicion 
of Diffimulatiori by its Vehemency (leaving nothing un- 
faid, how pungent and cutting foever, fo that I cou*d not 
haVe faid worfe behind their Backs) and by the full Difco- 
Very it made of Simplicity and Indifference. I aim at no 
other Advantage by my Pleading than to Plead, and tack no 
long Arguments or Propofitions to it. Every Plea plays 
ks own Part, hit or mifs. For the fefl, I am not fway'd by 
any PafTion either of Love or Hatred to the great Men, 
nor is my Will hamper'd by the Senfe of any particular In- 
jury or Obligation. I honour our Kings with an Affe<5lion 
that is fimply loyal and refpeftful, being neither prompted 
to, nor reflrain'd from it, by private Interefl -, and for this 

. I value myfelf. Nor does the general and jufl Caufe attraft 
me otherwifc than with Moderation and Coolnefs. I am 
not bound by fuch cogent and penetrating Pre-contrads 
and Engagements. Anger and Hatred are not within the 
Sphereof Juftice, and are Pafiions of no ufe but; to thofe 
who are not to be kept to their Duty by mere Reafon, Uta- 
tur motu animi^ quiutiratione nonpoteft^ i. e. he that can 
not be guided by Reafon is governed by PafTion. All la,w- 
ful Intentions are temperate in themfelves, if otherwife, they 
become feditious and unlawful. This is what makes mc 
walk every where with my Head ereft, a frank Counte- 
nance, and an open Heart* 'Tis a Truth, and I fear not to 

con- 

* P/ufarci in his Trcatifeof the BiffertuccbtlVvxitlkft Flatterer and 
fli9 Friend, c. 24. » " 



N 
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cx)niels it, I cou'd, were it neceffary, hold a Candle to 
St. MicbaeU and another to his Serpent *, after the manner, 
of the old Woman. I will follow the right Side even to 
the Fire, but will keep out of it if poflible. Let Mon--, 
tmgne be overwhelmed in the public Ruin, if it mull be fo ; . 
but if it be not neceflary, I fhou'd thank my Stars for hi^. 
Safety, and I make ufe of all the Length of Line which my. 
Duty allows me for his Prefervation. Was it not A^ticufr. 
who being oh thejuft but lofingSide, preferv'd himfelf by 
his Moderation in that univerfal Shipwreck of the World, 
among fo many various Changes and Revolutions ? For 
aprivate Man as he was, this is more eafy ; and upon an Oc- 
cafion of the like Nature I think Men are very excyfablc 
for not being ambitious to meddle or make. 

For a Man to be wavering and trimming, ^ Neutrality 
to keep his AfFeftion unmov'd, and without %'^/R'^^f;^ 
Inclination, in the Difturbances of his Coun- Countiy h m/ • 
try, and in a public Divifion, I think it neither handfim mr . 
decent nor honeft, Ea non media^ fed nulla via ^^»£/^- 
jf, velut eventutn expe£lantium^ qub for tuna conjilia fua ap- 
jUctnt^ i. e. that is not taking the middle Way, but really. 
no Way at all, like thofe who wait for the Event of Things. 
in order to take their Refolutions accordingly f . This, 
may be allowed with refpeft to the Feuds of our Neigh- 
bours ; and accordingly Gelp the Tyrant of Syracufe fuf- 
pended his Refolution in the Barbarians War againft the 
Grecians^ keeping an Embaffy at Delphos with Prefents to 
lie upon the Watch to fee to which fide Fortune wou'd in^ 
dine, arid to take the critical Minute to make the Vidtorg 
his Friends ||. Butitwou'dbe a fort of Treafon to proceed 
ifter this Manner in our own domeftic Affairs, wherein a' 
^IMan muft neceflTarily be of one Side or the other ; tho* for 
r^\t Man to fit ftill, who has no Office nor exprefs Command 
^Iteurge him to Adtion, I think it more excufable (and yet 
*^jltii\s is no Excufe for ipyfelf) than to meddle in fo- 

\ Mmtojgxe means that he (hou'd be inclin d to make his Courc to 
' the oppoiite Parties, as the old Woman did who ofFcr'd one Wax- 
to St. Michael the Archangel, and another to the Dragon, which is 
Smtcd fighting with St. Michael. '^1 his Woman s Aftion has given 
to a fort of Proverb. 
\ Titus Livy, lib. xxxii, c. 21. |f Herodot. lib. vii. p. \^^* 
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reign Broils, to which, however, according to our Laws, na 
Man is c6mpe]rd. And yet even thofe who wholly engage 
themfelves in fuch Broils, may aft with fuch Temper and 
Moderation that the Storm fhall fly over their Heads with- 
out burfting on them. Had we not Reafon to expeft as 
much from M. de MorvilUers^ the late Bifliop of Orleans ? 
And among thofe who behave valiantly at this Time, I 
know fome of fo much Candour and good Nature that they 
will continue fteddy, however injurious may be the Change 
or Fate which Heaven is preparing for us. I am of Opi- 
nion, that it properly belongs to Kings to quarrel with Kings, 
and laugh at thofe Bullies who out of mere Wantohnefs 
puih themfelves into Quarrels where the Odds are fo great. 
For a Man has no particular Quarrel with a Prince, be- 
caufe he marches againft him publickly and couragioufly, for 
his own Honour, and according to his Duty. If he does 
not love fuch a Perfonage, he does better, he cfte^ms him. 
And the Caufe of the Laws, and the Defence of the anci- 
ent Government, are always remarkable for this, that fucK 
even as for their own private Intereft difturb the State, cxcufc 
if they do not honour its Defenders. 
rices Mfguiid , But we ought not, tho* 'tis our daily Prac- 
under the Name tice, to Call a Bittemefs and Roughnefs of 
tf Virtues, Temper which fpring from private Intereft 
and Paffion, by the Name of Duty, nor a treacherous and 
malicious Conduft, by the Name of Courage. They call 
their Propenfion to Mifchief and Violence by the Name 
of Zeal. 'Tis not the Caufe by which they are warm'd, 
but their Intereft. They kindle a War, not becaufe 'tis juft, 
but becaufe 'tis War. 

7he Moderation Nothing hinders but Men may behave 
Te%Z^dhl commodioufly and loyally too among thofe 
in^ixt'^ tbof!' ^1^^ ^^ of ^^ adverfe Party. Carry your- 
-uv&tf are at felf, M not with an AfFeftion, always 
Variance, equal, (for it is capable of different Degrees) 
at leaft moderate, fuch as may not fo engage you to one 
Party that it may challenge all that you are able to do ; 
and content yourfelf alfo with a moderate Degree of their 
Favour, and to fwim in the troubled Water without at- 
tempting to filh in it. 

The 
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. The other Way of a Man's offering himfelf Douhle-Dealers 
to ferve both Parties is much more confcienti- ^^^/^ ^A^. 
ous than prudent. Does not he to whom you betray ano- 
ther Perfon with whom you was on good Terras, know tha;^ 
you will do as much by him another Time ? He holds you 
for a Villain, yet he hears what you have to fay, draws In^ 
telligence from you, and works. his own Ej^ds thro* your 
Treachery ; for double-<Jealing Men are ufefnl in what they 
bring,' but Care muft be taken that they carry away as little 
aspoflible. 

I fay Nothing to one Party that I may not MontaigncV' 
■ upon a fit Occafion fay to the other^ with a lit- f ^""JJT ^' 
tie Alteration of Accent •, and report Nothing ^^rmpZ-tt, 
but Things either indifferent or known, or 
what is of common Confequerv:e. I cannot allow myfelf 
for any Confideration to tell them a Lye. What is trufted 
with me as a Secret, I religioufly conceal -, but I take as 
few Trufts upon me of that Nature as I can : The Secrets 
of Princes are a troublefome Burden to thofe who are not 
interefled in them. I very willingly indent that they truft 
mfe with little, but that they rely with Confidence upon 
what I tell them. I have always known more than I de- 
fir*d. One open Way of Speaking introduces another 
open Way of Speaking, and draws out Difcoveries like 
Wine and Lx)ve. In my Opinion Philippines anfwer'd 
King Ljifimachus very difcreetly , who afking him what Share 
of his Eftate he fhould befto w upon him, fVhat you wiU, 
faid he, provided it be none of your Secrets *. I fee that every 
one grumbles and is difpleas'd if the Bottom of fuch Af- 
fairs as he is concerned in be concealed from him, or that 
there be any Refervation us'd in the Things : For my Part 
I am content to know no more of the Matter than what 'tis 
intended I Ihou'd be employed in, nor do I defire that my 
Knowledge Ihou'd exceed or conftrain my Promife. If I 
muft ferve for an Inlbrument of Deceit, let it be at leaft with. 
a Salvo to my Confcience. I am not willing to be reputed 
a Servant fo affeftionate or fo loyal as to be thought a fit 
Tool to betray any Man. He that is faithlefs to himfelf 
may well be fo to his Sovereign. But Princes don't accept 

B 4 ^ 

♦ Plutarch of Curiofity, c.W, 
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of Men by Halves, and defpife Services that are limited and 
conditional. There is no Remedy for it. I tell them frank- 
ly hovy' far I can go and no farther •, for a Slave I fliou'd 
not be but with Reafon, and yet I cou'd hardly fubmit to 
that Condition. And they alfo are to blame who exaft from 
a Freeman the fame Subjeftion and Obligation to their Ser- 
vice as they do from him they have made and bought, or 
whofe Fortune depends particularly and exprefly upon 
them. The Laws have rid me of a great Anxiety ; they 
have chofen me a Fortune, and given me a Guardian. Every 
other Superiority and Obligation ought to be relative to 
that Appointment, and to be curtailed. Not that if my Af- 
feftion fliou'd incline me otherwife, I fliou'd confentto it im- 
mediately. The Will and the Defire make a Law for them- 
felves, but Actions are to receive theirs from public Autho- 
rity. All this Procedure of mine is fomewhat different 
from our common Forms •, it wou'd not be productive 
of great Effefts, nor wou'd it be of long Duration. Inno- 
cence itfelf cou*d not in this Age of ours either negotiate 
without Diflimulation, or trafRck without Lying : And 
indeed public Employments do not at all fuit my Tafte ; 
V/hat my Profeffion requires I perform in the moft private 
Manner I can. While I was but young I was deeply en- 
gaged in Bufinefs, and fucceeded ; but I took myfelf offof it 
in good Time. I have fince often avoided meddling in it, 
rarely accepted, and never a(k'd it, turning my Back to 
Ambition •, and if not like the Watermen . who advance 
forward while they lookbackward, yet fo neverthelefs that 
I am not fo much oblig'd to my Refolution as to my good 
Fortune that I was not embarked in it : For there are Ways 
lefs difpleafing to my Tafte, and more fuitable to my Abi- 
lity, by which if fhe had heretofore called me to the publie 
Service, and my own Advancement in the World's Opinion, 
I know I fhou'd in fpite of all my Arguments have purfu- 
cd them. Such as commonly fay in oppofition to what I 
profefs, that what I call Freedom, Simplicity and Plain- 
nefs in my Manners, is Art and Finefle, and rather Pru- 
fdence than Goodnefs, Induftry than Nature, good Senfe 
than good Luck, do me more Honour than Difgrace, but 
itally they make my Subtility too refin'd : And whoever 

has 
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has foUow'd me clofe, and pry'd narrowly into me, I will 
give him up the Point if he does not confefs that there is na 
Rule in their School that cou'd anfwer to this natural Moti- 
on, and maintain an Appearance of Liberty and Licence fq 
equal and inflexible thro' fo many various and crooked a 
Paths, and that all their Care and Ingenuity cou'd not have I 
carry*d them through. The Path of Truth is but one and 
fimple ; but that of private Advantage, and of the Conve-. 
niency of the Bufine^ which a Man has upon his Hands, is 
double, uneven and cafual : I have often feen thefe counter- 
feit and artificial Liberties taken, but for the moft part 
without Succefs. They are apt to relifli of the Afs iq 
Mfop^% Fables, which, in Emulation of the Dog, fawningly 
dap'd his two Fore-feet upon his Mafter*s Shoulders, for 
which his Matter gave him twice the Number of Blows 
with a Cudgel, as the Dog had Carefles for the like Sort of 
Complaifance. Id maxime quefnque decet^ quod eft cajufque 
fuum maxime ♦, i. e. That is moft becoming to every Man 
which is moft natural to him. I am not willing to deprive 
Deceit of its due Rank, that wou'd be miftaking the 
World. There are Vices that are lawful, as there are many 
Aftions either good or excufable, that are in a ftridt Senfe 
iil^al. 

The Juftice, which in itfelf is natural and Uni'ver/al Juf- 
univerfal, is otherwife and more nobly regulat- f/^r^'fy^n'^ 
cd than that other particular and national Juf- particular and 
tice, which is reftrain'd to the Neceflity of our national Juf- 
State Affairs. Vert juris germanaque jujtitia ^''^'• 
jolidam et exprejfam effigiem nullam tenemus : Umbra et ima^ 
ginibus utimur -f, i. e. We retain no folid and exprefs Mo- 
del of true Law and perfedl Juftice ; we have only a Shar 
dow and faint Sketch of it ; infqmuch that the || Sage 
Dandawys hearing the Lives of Socrates^ Pythagoras^ and 
Diogenes^ re^d, efteepi'd them to be great Perfonages in eve-r 

ry 

♦ Cicero de Offic. lib. i. c. 31. + Cicero de OfHc. lib iii. c. 17. 

H He was an Indian Sage who liv'd in the Time of Alexander. W^1^2X 
Montaigne here fays of hini is reported by Plutarch, who calls him Dan^ 
damisy in the Life of Alexander^ ch. 2o. *Tis the fame in Strah, lib, 
1$. where this Indian Philofopher is call'd Mandanis. I have taken «d^ 
dus from M, de la Monnojfep 
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ry other Refpeft but in their too great Subje(5l:ion to the 
Reverence or the Laws, for the Authority and Support of 
which, true Virtue muft abate very much of its original Vi- 
gour ; and many vicious Adtions are introduc'd, not only 
by their JPermiflion,. but alfo by their Perfuafion, Ex fena- 
tus confultis plebijque fcitis fcekra exercmtur *, i. e. The 
Commiffion of certain Crimes is authorized by the Decrees 
of the Senate and the common People. I follow the com- 
monPbrafe, which makes aDiftinftion betwixt Things pro^ 
fitable and honeft, fo as to call fome natural A£tions which 
are not only ufeful but necefiary, difhoneft and obfcene. 
Vfeful Treach' ^^^ ^^^ ^^ proceed in our Inftances of 
try preferred u Treachery. Two Pretenders to the Kingdom 
Bmefy. of Tbrace fell into a Difpute about their Titles 

The Emperor hindered them from taking Arms ; but 
one of them under Colour of bringing Matters to an ami- 
cable Ifliie by an Interview, having invited his Competi- 
tor to an Entertainment at his Houfe, caus'd him to be fe- 
cur'd, and put to Death f . Juftice required that the Ro^ 
mans (hou'd have Satisfaftion for this Offence, but there 
was a Difficulty in obtaining it by the common Forms. 
What therefore they cou'd not do lawfully, without a War, 
and without Danger, they attempted by Treachery, and 
what they cou*d not do honeftly they accomplifti'd profit- 
ably. For this End one Pomponius Flaccus was pitched up- 
on as a fit Inftrument ||. This Man, by diflembled Words 
and Aflurances, h^ing drawn the other into his Toil, in- 
ftead of the Honour and Favour which he had promised 
him, lent him bound Hand and Foot to Rome. Here one 
Traitor betray'd another, contrary to the common Cuftom j 
for they are full of Miflruft, and 'tis not eafy to over-reach 
them in their own Art ; witnefs the fad Experience wc 
have lately had of this. 

Treachery hew Let who will be Pompofiius Flaccusj and 

fatal to the there are enough that wou'd. For my Part 

Man lAibo both my Word and my Faith are like all the 

felTt^'it^^'^' ^^^ ^^"^ ^^ *^^ common Body : The beft 

they can do is to ferve the Public, and this I 

take to be prefuppos'd : But as, fhou'd one command me to 

take 

* 4^^/v. Ep. 9/. f Tacit. Annal. lib. ii.*c. 65. \ Id ibid c. 67, 
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take charge of the Palace and the Records, or to enter up- 
on the Office of Condudtor of Pioneers, I wou'dfay, That 
as to the former, 'tis what I don't undcrftand, and as to the 
latter, that I am call'd to a more honourable Employment': 
So likewife, fhou'd any one want me to lye, betray, and for- 
fwear myfelf, for fome notable Service, much more to aflaf- 
finate or poifon, I wou'dfay, if I have robb'd or ftollcn from 
anyone, fend me forthwith to theGalleys. For 'tis juftifiable 
for a Man of Honour to fay, as xht Lacedemonians did, when 
they were juft on the Point of concluding their Agreement 
after their Defeat by Antipater^ " You may impofc as heavy 

and ruinous Burdens upon us as you pleafe, but if you 

command us to do Things that are fhameful and difhonedj 
" you will only lofe your Time *." Every one to be fure, 
had taken the fame Oath to himfelf that the Kings of 
Egypt made their Judges fwear folemnly •, viz. That they 
wou'd not decree any Thing contrary to their Confciences, 
tho* they themfelves fliou'd command it f. In fuch Com- 
miffions there is an evident Mark of Ignominy and Con- 
demnation : And whoever gives you fuch a CommiiTion 
does in Fa6t accufe you, and he gives it you, if you un- 
dcrftand it right, for a Burden and a Punifhment. As 
much as the public Affairs are amended by what you do, 
your own are impaired by it ; and the better you behave for 
the Public you aft fo much the worfc for yourfelf : Nor 
will it be a new Thing, nor perhaps without fome Colour 
of Juftice, if the fame Perfon ruin you who fet you at work. 

If Treachery ought to be excufable in any Treachery in 
Cafe, 'tis only fo when 'tis employ'd in chaf- ^^^/^^^^^ ''^' 
tifing and betraying the Traitor. There are ''^^ 
Examples enough of Treachery, not only where it was re- 
fiis'd, but puniCh'd by thofe in whofe Favour it had been 
undertaken. Who does not know the Sentence of Fabric 
dus againft Pyrrbus^s Phyfician ? 

But we find this alfo recorded, that a Man /nflances 0/ 
has given command for an Aftion which he Treachery pu^ 
afterwards feverely reveng'd on the Perfon "'^'^ ^ *^^ 
whom he employ'd in it, rejefting a Credit. ^Jf^7/. ^ 
and Power fo uncontroU'd, and difavowing 

a 

• Plutarch in hb Difference oi the Flatterer and the Friend, c. z\ . 
t Plid/arMn the remarkable Saying of the anciqat Kings, &c. towaxAi 
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a Servitude and Obedience fo fordid and abandoned. Jaro- 
fee Duke ofRuffia tampered with a Gentleman of Hungary 
to betray Bolejlaus King of Poland by putting him to Death, 
or giving the Ruffians an Opportunity to do him fome not- 
able Injury, The Gentleman afted very craftily in the 
I Affair ; he devoted himfelf more than ever to the Service 
of the King, obtained to be of his Council, and one of his 
chief Confidents. With thefe Advantages, and chufing 
the critical Opportunity of his Sovereign's Abfence, he be- 
trayed to the Rujftans the great and rich City of JViJUez^ 
¥^'hich was intirely plundered and burnt by them, with the 
total Slaughter, not only of its Inhabitants, without Diftinc- 
tion of Sex or Age, but of a great Number of the neigh- 
bouring Gentry whom he had convened there for his Pur- 
pofe. Jaropek being glutted with his Revenge, and his 
Wrath being appeas'd, for which however he had fome Pre- 
tence (for Bcleflaus had very much provok'd him, and 
by a Behaviour too of the like Kind) and being gorg'd 
with the Fruit of this Treachery, taking into Confiderati- 
on the Deformity of the Aft in a naked abftraftcd Lights 
and looking upon it with a calm difpaflionate View, con- 
ceived luch a Remorfe and Difguft at it that he caus'd the 
Eyes of his Agent to be puird out, and his Tongue and 
privy Parts to be cut off. 

i/wv Anrigo- Antigonus perfuaded the Soldiers call'd Ar- 
jwxspunijFdtbi gyrafpides to betray his Adverfary Eumenes 
m1trCl« ^^^'^ General into his Hands. But when he 
they bad ddi- h^d put him to Death, after they had fo deli- 
ver'dtiptohim. vcr'd him up to him, he himfelf defir'd to be 
the Commiflioner of the divine Juftice for the Puniftiment 
of fo deteftable a Crime, and confign'd them over to the 
Governor of the Province, with exprefs Command by all 
means to deftroy and bring them all to an evil End *. So 
that of that great Number of Men not one ever retum'd 
to Macedonia. The better he had been ferv'd by them the 
more wicked he judg'd the Service to be, and the more de- 
ferving of Puniftiment 

The 

. Plutarch in his Life of Eumems, c. 9. to the End. 
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The Slave who betrayed his Mafter P. Sulpu A Slave hotk 
nw, by difcovering the Place where he lay con- nnumrdei end 
ceal'd, was, accordingtoPromife, manumitted /«»i*y^Syl- 
fit)m5jy//ij'sProfcription, but by virtue of his li{M^ff^ 
Edift, the* he was no longer a Slave, he 
was inftantly thrown headlong from the Tarpeian Rock *, 

And our King Clovis inftead of Armour of j^^^^ ^ ^ 
Gold, which he had promifed them, caused ampUoftbeiih 
three of Canacroh Servants to be hang*d after Juflicg by Kimg 
they had betray'd their Mafter to him, tho* he ^'^©^i^- 
had fet them upon it. They were hang'd with the Purfe 
of their Reward about their Necks. After they had fatis- 
fied their iecond and ipecial Engagement they fatisfy the 
general and firft. 

Mahomet the Second being refolv*d to rid jViahomet \U 
himfelf of his Brother out of a Jealoufy of his caus'd his Bro* 
Power, as is the Cuftom of the Ottoman Race, '^^ to be mur- 
cmploy'd one of his Officers in the Execution, ^^'^^' ^^ '-^^ 
who choak'd him by pouring too much Wa- p^r/on^Zbom 
ter at once into his Throat. When this was be employ' d /# 
done, Mahomet^ to make Attonement for the ^i/j/^atcb bim,t0 
Murder, delivered the Man who committed it ^'t^^fi'd. 
into the Hands of the Deceafed's Mother (for they were 
only Brothers by the Father's Side) who in his Prefence ript 
open the Murderer's Bofom, and in a Fury ran her Hands 
into his Breaft, and rifled it for his Heart, which fhe tore 
out, and threw to the Dogs. And even to the vileft of 
Pfec^le 'tis a Pleafure, when their End has been ferv'd by a 
criminal Aftion, to patch it up with fome Mixture of Good- 
nefs and Juftice, as by way of Compenfation and Check 
of Confcience. To which may be added, that they look 
upon the Inftruments of fuch horrid Crimes, as upon Per- 
ions that reproach them therewith, and aim by their Deaths 
to cancel the Memory and Teftimony of fuch Prafticcs. 

Now if perad venture you are rewarded, in (Traitors beld 
orier not to fruftrate the public Neceffity of accurfedhythofe 
diis extreme and defperate Remedy, he who ^'^^n *wbo re^ 

Ibcftows the Reward cannot for all that, if he '^'^''^^^'^' 
be 
• Valer. Max. lib. vi, c. j. in Romanis § 7. 
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be not fuch a one himfelf, but look upon you as a curfed 
and execrable Fellow ; and concludes you to be a greater 
Traitor than he does whom you betray ; for he feels the Ma- 
lignity of your Courage by your own Hands, being employ*d 
without Reludtance and without Objedion. And he em- 
ploys you like the moft abandoned Mifcreants in the OfEce 
of Hangman, an Office as ufeful as it is difhonourable. 
i^efides the Bafenefs of fuch Commiffions, there is moreovar 
a Proftitution of Confcience. Sejanus^s Daughter being a 
Virgin, and as fuch being not to be put to Death, according 
to the Form of Law at Rome^ fhe was, in order to conform 
to the Lawj firft ravifti'd by the Hangman, and then ftrang- 
led *. Thus not only his Hand but his Soul is a Slave to j 
the public Convenience. ' • 

JFifat Mon- When Amurath the Firft, more feverely to « ; 
tsagnc/hinJb of punifli his Subjefts for having fupported the i; 
tb^i who con- Parricide Rebellion of his Son,order'd that thc i 
Sent to he the ^eareft of Kin to them Ihou'd lend a Hand in v 

Executioners of ^t . i-. . t i_» i '^ i 

their own Kin- their Execution, I think It was very honour- ;i 
jred. able in any of them who chofe rather to be un- ,, 

juftly deem'd culpable for another's Parricide, than to be .^ 
obedient to the Demand of Juftice for a Parricide of their . 
owh. And whereas, at the taking of fome little Forts, I ; 
have feen Rafcals, who, to fave their own Lives, have been > 
glad to hangtheir Friends and Companions, I have thought ; 
them in a worfe Condition than thofe that were hang'd. s 
'Tis faid that JVitbolde^ a Prince of L///&«tf»/a, introduced a \^ 
Praftice, that a Criminal who was condemned to die ^ 
fhou'd difpatch himfelf with his own Hand, for he thought ^. 
it ftrange that a third Perfon, who was innocent of the > 
Crime, fhou'd be charg'd with, and employed in, Homicide. ^ 
In what Cafe When fome urgent Circumftance, and fome ^^ 
a Prince is ex- impetuous and unforefeen Accident, that very \.^ 
cufable for a much conccms his Government, compels a ^ 
Breach of his prfnce to evade his Word and his Engage- 'j; 

ment, or elfe throws him out of his ordinary 
Duty, he ought to afcribe this Neceffity to a Scourge of the '^ 
divine Rod. Vice it is not, for he has given up his KXHspk ^' 
Reafon to a more univerfal and powerful Reafon 5 but cer- ?" 

tainly *" 

? Tacit, Annal. lib.v.c. <j^ 
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tainly 'tis a Misfortune : So that if any one fhou'd afk me 
what Remedy ? None fhou'd I fay, // be was realfy racked 
betwixt tbefe two Extremes^ (fed videat ne quaratur latebra 
ftrjurio *, i. e. but let him take care that he docs not feek 
a Pretence to cover his Perjury) be cou^d not do otberwife i 
but if he did it without Regret, if it did not grieve him to 
do it, 'ds a Sign his Confcience was fear'd. If there be a 
Ferfon to be found of fo tender a Confcience as to think ib 
important a Remedy too good for any Cure whatfoever, I 
Audi not like him at all the worfe for it. He cou'd not 
dellroy himfelf more cxaafably and decently. We cannoc 
do all we would, fb that we are often oblig'd to commit 
the Protedion of our Veflcls to the Conduft of Heaven as 
to a Sheet- Anchor. To what more juft Neceffity does he 
leferve himfelf ? What is lefs pofUble iox him to do dian 
what he cannot do but at the Expence of his Faith and his 
Honour ? Things which perhaps ought to be dearer to 
him than his own Safety, and the Safety of his People. Tho* 
he ihou'd with folded Arms call only upon God for his Af- 
£ftance, will he not have Reafon to hope that the divine 
.Goodnefs will not refufe the Favour of his extraordinary 
Ann to a Hand that is fo pure and juft ? Thefe are danger- 
ous Inftances, rare and weak Exceptions to our natural 
Rules, to which there is a Neceffity of fubmitting, but with 
great Moderation and Circumfpeftion. No private Utility 
is of fuch Importance as to deferve this Effort of our Con- 
fidence, tho' the public Good well deferves it when 'tis ve- 
ry apparent and very important. 

Timoleon made a proper Attonement for his On ivBat Con^ 
unnatural Aftion by the Tears he Ihed when ^^^'J^^^^ 
he recoUeded that he had kill'd the Tyrant J^^^Timo- 
4nth the Hand of a Brother : And it flung leon when he 
his Confcience that he had been neceffitated to ^^^^^, ^" ***** 
.purchafe the public Utility at fo great a Price ^^^^^'^^ 
as the wounding of his own Integrity. Even the Senate, 
which was by his Means delivered from Slavery, durft not 
^determine pofitively on an Adlion fo confiderable, which 
Wry'd two Afpefts fo important, and fo contrary to each 
«thcr. But the Syracufans^ having opportunely at that very 

f Cscer. 0£c. lib, iii. g. 29, 
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Time, fcnt to the Corinthians to folicit their Protedion,' and 
to require of them a General fit to re-eftablifh their City 
in its former Dignity, and to clear Sicily of feveral petty 
Tyrants, by whom it was opprefs*d, the Senate deputed 
Tmoleon for that Service, with this artful Declaration* 

* That if he behav'd well in the Government of tht Sy^- 

* racufansj they wou'd from that Time pronounce by their 

* Decree that he had kilPd a Tyrant, and on the contrary , 

* if he difcover*d an avaricious Condudt they wou*d try 

* and condemn him for Fratricide, as having kilPd his own 

* Brother */ This whimfical Conclufion carrys along with 
it fome Excufe, by reafon of the Danger of the Example, 
and the Importance of fo double-fac'd an Aftion. And 
they did well to difcharge their own Judgment of it, or to 
fupport it elfewhere by Confiderations that had an imperfeft 
Meaning. Now Timoleon's Deportment in this Voyage ren^ 
der*d his Caufe ftill more clear, fo worthily and virtuoufly 
did he demean himfelf in all Refpefts. And the good Fortune 
which attended him in the Difficulties he had to overcome 
in this noble Tafk, feem*d to be put in his Way by the Gods^ 
as favourably combining for his Juftification. If any Man's 
Aim is excufable, this Man's is. 

The Senate of But the Profit by the Increafe of the public 
Rome inexcuf- Revenue which fefv*d the Roman Senate for a 'z 
able for b^ing pretence to the bafe Conclufion I am going ta 

broke a Treaty , . r rr- - r y .x 

cfitso'wnmak- T^l^te IS not fufficient to warrant fuch In- ^ 
ing. juftice. Certain Citizens had by the Order . 

and Confent of the Senate redeemed themfelves and their 
Liberty by Money, out of the Hands of L. Sylla •\. The ■; 
Affair coming again upon the Carpet, the Senate condem- 
ned them to be taxable as they were before, and that the < 
Money they had difburs'd for their Redemption fliou*d nc- i 
ver be repaid them. Civil Wars often produce fuch vile ' 
Examples that we punifh private Men for having taken ■ 
our Words when we were in Power : And one and the fame \ 
Magiftrate makes another Man pay the Penalty of his ." 
Change, tho' no Fault of his. The Schoolmafter lafties " 
his Scholar for his Docility, and the Guide beats the blind 

Man' 

* DfWoruj of Sicily, iib. xvi. c. 19. Qi AmyQt\ Tranf. f Cic. d« Offic 
lib. iii. c. Z2^ 
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Man whom he leads by the Hand. A fhocking Pifture of 
Juftice! : >^ 

There are fbme Rules in Philofophy that are Jf'hether Fiutb 
both falfeandpufillanimous. The Exampletiiat '^' is pi^^"^ 
is proposed to us for preferring private Benefit ^^! jv^ ^ 
before the Obligation due to Faith once given priivate Ad- \ 
has not weight enough from the Circumftance vantage. 
which they mix with it. Rpbbers have furpriz'd you, and, 
after having made you fwear to pay them a Sum of Money, 
give you your Liberty. *Tis wrong to fay that an honeft 
Man may be quit of his Oath without Payment, after he is 
cait of their Clutches. The Cafe is quite otherwife. What 
Fear has once prevail*d on me to intend, I am obllg'd to 
keep the lame Purpofe when I am no longer in fear» 
And tho* Fear only forc'd my Tongue, and not my Will, 
yet am I bound to ftand to my Word. For my own Part, 
when my Tongue has fometimes raflily outrun my Thought, 
I have however made a Confcience or difowning it, or elfe 
by degrees we fhall abolilh all the Right another claims to 
our Promifes, ^4/? V^o forti viro vis pojfit adbiberi *, i. e. 
As if Violence cou'd poffibly operate upon a great 
Heart. 

The only Condition when private Interefl: -^« •^^^^ ^fi 
canexcufe us for the Non- performance of a ^/^j^^^^^f^ 
Pfomife is, when we have promised a Thing ^^^^ ^^^ p,.g^ 
that is wicked, and in itfelf unjuft. For the fni/e. 
Claim of Virtue ought to fuperfede the Force 
of any Obligation of ours. 

I have formerly placed Epaminondas in the How very dtll- 
firft Clafs of excellent Men, and do not re- '^ll^^^^^'f^ 
traft it. To what a Pitch did he carry his ^^^ jrtuU of 
Regard for his private Obligation, who never Juftice, 
kiird a Man that he had overcome, who for 
the ineftimable Benefit of reftoring the Liberty of his 
Country, made Confcience of killing a Tyrant or his Ac^ 
complices, without the For^ns of Juftice j apd who judged 
him to be a wicked Man, was he ever fo good a Subje.(5t, 
who amongft his Enemies, and in Battle, fpar*d not his 
Friend ana his Hoft ! His was a Soul of a rich Compofi^ 

Voj.- Ill, C tioa! 

* C/r/r. de Oific. lib. iu. c« }Q» 
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tion ! He match'd good Nature and Humanity, even the 
moft delicate in the School of Philofophy, with the rudeft 
aad moft violent of all human A£tions. Was it Nature 
or Art that foften'd a Man of his great Courage, high 
Spirit, and obftihate Conftancy, againft Pain, Death, and 
Poverty, to fiich an extreme Pegree of good Nature and 
Complaifance ? Dreadful, with Fire and Sword, he over- ; 
run and fubdued a Nation invincible by all others, but him- ' 
felf ; and yet, in the Midft of fuch an Expedition, he p> 
lax'd when he met his Hoft and his Friend. Verily he : 
was fit to command in War, who cou'd fufFer himfelf to be ' 
check'd with the Curb of good Nature, in the greatefl: ' 
Heat of Adion, fo inflam'd and foaming with Rage and ■ 
Slaughter. 'Tis miraculous to mix any Idea of Jufticc * 
with fuch Aftions ; but it was only poffible for fuch Stcd^ '^ 
dinefs of Mind, as was that of EpaminondaSy therein to ^ 
mix good Nature and the Facility of the gentleft Manners Se 
and pureft Innocence : And whereas one * told the Mam- '• 
mertines that Statutes were of no Force againft Men io ^ 
Arms 5 another f told the Tribune of the People, that i 
there was a Time for Juftice, and a Time for War ; a third, 
^ that the Noife of Arms drownM the Voice of the Laws. *^ 
This Man's Ears were always open to hear the Calls of Ci- ^ 
vility and Courtefy. Did he not borrow from his Enemies. | ^ 
the Cuftom of facrificing to the Mufes, when he went t?,. 
the Field of Batde, that they might, by their Sweetnd^ ^ 
and Gaiety of Temper^ foften his Severity and martial Fu-^ " 
ry ? After the Example of fo great a Matter, let us not^ 
make any Sort of Doubt that there is fomething unlawful,' 
even againft an Enemy ; that the common Caufe ought npt^ 
to require all Things of a Man againft private Intercft i^ ' 
Manente mmoriaetiam in difjidio pubUcorum f^derum privoF^ 
tijurisy i. e. the Remembrance of private Right fubfiftjy^ 
ing even in the Midft of public Quarrels. ^ 

et nullapotentia vires 
IPraftandi^ ne quidpeccet amicus^ habet §. 

Nor is there any Pow'r can authorize 

The Breach of facred Friendftup's folemn Ties. 

• Pcrrpeyi fee Plutarch^ Life of him, c. 3. + Ca/ar in Pluta 
^' If. V Marius in his Life by Flutanb^ c 10. j| Laccdemcnl 
j§ O'l'/^ dcf fouto, iib, i. KpilL 7.. v. 37* 
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and that an honeft Man ts not allow'd to do. every Thing 
for the Service of his King, or of the common Caufe, cur 
of the Laws, Non emm Patrifi praftat omnibus officiis — — 
et ipfi conducit^s habere cives in parentes •, i. e. For the 
Obligation to one's Country docs not fuperfede every other 
Obligation ; and 'tis of Importance to itfelf to have Sub- 
jcfts that have a Vcperation for their Parents. This is an 
InftruAion proper for the prefent Time. We need not 
harden our Courage with this Steel- Armour : 'Tis enough 
that our Shoulders are inuf 'd to it ; 'tis enough for ps to 
dip our Pens in Ink, and not in Blood. If it be Magnani* 
mity, and the Effedl; of an uncommon and fingular Va- 
lour, to jGontemn Friendlhip, private Obligation, a Pro- 
mile, and Kindred, for the ppblic Weal, and, in Obedi- 
ence to the Magiftrate ; 'tis really fufficient to excufe u$ 
from it, that this is a Greatnefs of Soul which cou'd have 
no Place jin the Magnanimity of Epaminondas. 

I abhor the forious Exhortations of this other jangOi; 
vemable Soul f. 

I)fim tela meant y non vos pietatis imago 
Ulla^ nee adverja confpeSli fronte parentes 
Cofnmoveanty vtdtus gladio turhate vercndos. 

-When Swords a^ drawn, let no Remains oi Love 
To Friend^ or Kindred, your Compaffion move > 
Fear not to wound the venerable Face, 
Ev*n of yojjr Father, if opposed in Places 

[. Let us deprive thofe that are naturally mifchievous, bioodjf 
I and treacherous, of this Cplour of Reafon -, let us fet 
afide this wild extravagant Juftice, and flick to Inflitutipn; 
that are more humane. How great Things may not hz, 
accomplifh'd by Time and Example ! In an Adion of 
the civil War againft Cinna^ one of Pompefs Soldiery 
having inadvertently kill'd his Brother, who was of the. 
contrary Party, kill'd himfelf on the Spot^ asfoon as he y 

C 2 knew 

• OV. dc Ofiic. lib. ill. c. 23. + Julius CafaVf who, when in kt^ 
•pea War againft his Country, with a Defign to fubvert its Libttiy, crj> 
•It, Dum tela rmant, 8cc, lucan. lib, \ix^ y, 320, &c, \ Tacit. \iV&% 
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knew it, for mere Shame and Sorrow : And fome Years 
afterwards, in another civil War of the fame People, a 
Soldier, who had kill'd his Brother, demanded a Reward 
for it from his Officers *. 

ni Utility ./ The Utility of an Aftion is but a forty 
>w Aaiou does Plea for the Beauty and Honour or it •, and 
not render it »tis wrong to infer, that becaufe fuch a Thing 
honourable. j^ ufeful, 'tis therefore incumbent on every 
one to perform it ; and not only a Duty, but for his Hon- 
our. , 

Omnia non pariter rerum funt omnihus apta f. 

All Things are not alike for all Men fit. 

\Vere we to chufe the moft neceffary, and the moft ufeful 
A^ion of human Society, it wou'd be Marriage ; yet the 
JSaints think Celibacy the more honourable State, exclud- 
ing the moft venerable Order of Men from it, as we fet 
wart, thofe Cattle for Stallions, which are the leaft iaour 
Eftimation. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of Repentance. 

f be World fuh. ZITHERS form Man, 1 only declare 

jcii to continual \^ what he is ; and I reprefent a particu- 

Changes. jar One, very indiflferendy form'd, and whom, 

were I to model again, I lhou*d certainly make him very 

different from what he is 5 but what is done can not be 

tecaird. Now, tho' the Features of my Pifture alter and 

vary, there is ftUl a Likenefe. The Univerfe is but one 

perpetual Motion, in which all Things are inceffantly 

wheeled about ; the Earth, the Rocks of Caucafus^ and 

the Pyramids of jE^^/, both by the general Motion, and a 

particular one of their own. Conftancy itfelf is no other 

than a more languid Motion. I cannot be fure of my Ob- 

jed : 'Tis always difturb'd and ftaggering by a natural Gid- 

dinefs. I take it in this Point as it is at the Inftant when I 

con^ 

♦ Tacit. EKft. lib. iii. c. 51. -J- Property 1. 3. Elcg. 9, y. 7, 
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confider it. I do not paint its Being, I paint its Paflage ; 
not a Paflage from one Century to another, or, as the 
People fay, from (even Years to another fevcn ; but from 
Day to Day, from Minute to Minute. I mufl: accommo- 
date my Hiftory to the Time. I may foon change not on- 
ly my Fortune, but alfo my Intention. 'Tis a true Co- 
py of various and changeable Accidents, and of Imagi- 
nations that are wavering, and fometimes contrary. Whe- 
ther it be that I am not then the Man I was, or that I lay 
hold on the Subjefb with other Circumftances and Confi- 
derations, io it is that perhaps I may plainly contradiA 
myfelf ; but, as Demades faid, I do not contradidl: the 
Truth. Could my Soul once take fure Footing, I fhou'd 
not make an Attempt, but wou'd Ipeak definitively and 
peremptorily ; but 'tis always learning and making Trial. 

I propofe a Life mean, and without Luftre. , 
Tis all one ; all moral Philofophy is as appli- J2j t!L#r 
able to a vulgar and private Life as to the MonnigncMi- 
moft fplendid. Eye py Man -ca ines the intire dntaktstopiak 
Form of the h uman ConditioiT " Authors 'fi^^j^^ '* 
commufiiCate themielves to the People by 
fome Ipecial and extraordinary Work. I, in the firft Place, 
by my univerfal Being as Michael de Montaigne j not as a 
Grammarian, a Poet, or a Lawyer. If Men complain 
that I fpeak ioo much of myfelf, I complain that 
they do not fo much as think of themfelves. But is it 
reafoiiable, that being fo partirtilar in my Way of Living,^ 
I (hdii'd pretend to make myfelf known to the Public ? 
And is it alfo reafonable that I fhou'd introduce into the 
World, where Workmanfhip and Art have fo much Credit 
and Authority, the crude and plain EfFe6b of Nature, and 
of frail Nature too ? Is not writing Books without Learn- 
ing like building a Wall without Stone or Brick ? The 
Fancies of MuGc are carry'd on by Art, mine by Chance. 
I have this at leaft, according to Difcipline, that never any 
Man treated of a Subjed, i^nereof he was jriopc the Mai- 
ter, than I am of that which I have undertaken ; and that 
in this I am the moft knowing Man alive. Secondly, that 
never did any Man penetrate dfeeper into his Subje6t„ nor 
more diftinftly fcrutinize into its Parts and Confequences, 

C 3 nor 
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hor ever more exactly and more- plainly arrived at the End 
iyhich he proposed to himfelf in his Work. To finifti it, 
i need only apply to it with the Fidelity which I haye therein 
diFplay'd with the utmoft Sincerity and Purity. I Ipeafc the 
Truth, hot as much as I wou'd, but as much as I dare ; 
and I dare a little the more as I grow older -, for, methinks^ 
Cuftom indulges my Age with more Liberty of prating, 
as well as of Indifcretion in talking of a Man's Self. That 
cannot fall out here, which I often obferve elfewhere, that 
the Work and the Artificer contradict each other. Has a 
Man of fo elegant a Converfation writ fo filly a Treatife ? or 
aire fuch learned Writings the Produft of a Man of fo niean 
Converfation, whole Difcourle is common, and who but iel* 
dbm writes ; that is to fay^ whofe Capacity is borrowed, and 
not his own ? A Man of Learning is not learned in every 
Thing ; but the fclf-fufficient Man is fufficient in every 
Thing, even in Ignorance. Here my Book and I go hand- 
iii-hand in one eveli Pace. In other Cafes a Work may 
be recommended and cenlur'd abftra6bedly from the Work- 
man, but not in this. He that touches the one^ touches 
the other; He. that ihall judge of it vdthout knowing him, 
will injure himfelf more than me. He who does know him 
gives me all the Satisfadion I defire. I fhall be more hap- 
py: than I deferve, if I can only obtain thus much from the 
public Approbation as to make Men of Underftandkig. 
fenfible that I was capable of making Learning turn to . 
rny Benefit if I had it, and that I ddferv'd to have been af- 
filed by a better, ^^emory. Be pleas'd here co excufe what 
I often fay, that I feldom repent of any Thing, and that 
my ' Conlcicnce'is fatisfy'd with itfelf, not like the Con- 
fcience of an Angel or a Horfc,^ but that of a Man, always 
adding this Check, not a. Check of Ceremony, but,. of true 
apd genuine. Submiflion, that Lfpeak by Way of Inquiry, 
and ibr better Information, referring myfelf for Determi- 
nation purely and fimply to the common and authoriz'd 
Opinions. I dg. not teach, I only relate. 
The Sorrow There is, no Vice that is really fuch which 
nxibicb . attiJkis docs iiot ofiend, and which a. found Judgment 
/'^'■^^. does npt blame j for there is fo manifeft a Dc- 

forwjty and inconvenience in it, that peradventure. they are 

in 
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in the right who fay, that 'tis chiefly produc'd from Igno- 
rance and Stupidity ; fo hard is it to imagine that a Man, J 
can know it without abhorring it. Malice * fucks in the. I 
grcatcfl Part of its own Venom, and itfelf is therewith J 
poifon'd. Vice leaves a Repentance in the Mind, which, ] 
like an Ulcer in the Flefh, is always fcratch'd till it bleeds ;' ] 
for Reafon effaces all other Sorrows and Griefs, but it be- I 
gets this of Repentance, which is the more grievous be- J 
caufe it fprings from within, astheinternalColdandHeatof ] 
Ag;ues and Pevers is more intenfe and. fcvcre than whac J 
we. fee! from without. I not only hold thofe for Vices? | 
{tho' not equally fuch) which both Reafon and Nature I 
condemn, but thofe alfo which have been made fuch iff | 
the Opinion of Men, however falfe and erroneous, if it is 
authoriz'd by the Laws and Cuftom. 

Nor is there any Virtue the Praftice of The Satiifaai' 

which tloes not give Joy to a well-difpos'd •" '*'^ '' ""' J 

Mind. Therq is really an inconceivable Joy "^'^^^*^'' 1 

in a Man's own Breaft upon his doing Good, "jntnc,, ■ 

and a generous Boldnefs that accompanies a good Conici- ~i 

ence. A Soul that is daringly vicious may perhaps arm it- I 

felf with Security, but cannot fupply itfelf with this Com-; ] 

placency and Satisfaftion. 'Tis no flightPleafuretoa Mart j 

to be prelerv'd irom the Contagion of fo corrupt an Age, I 

and to fay to himfelf, whoever (hall look into my Soul will J 

not find me guilty of any Man's Ruin or Aifliftion, nor I 
of Revenge or Envy, nor of the publick Violarion of the 

Laws, nor of Innovation, nor Difturbance, nor of the I 

Breach of a Promife : And tho' the Licentioufncfs of the j 

Age has not only tolerated, but taught it to every Man j 1 
yet I have not feiz'd the Eftate or Purfe of any Frtncl^ 

Man whatlbever, but have Uv'd only upon what ia I 

my own, both in War and in Peace ; nor have I fet any | 

Man to work without paying him his Hire. Thefe arc j 

plcafingTeftimonies of a good Confcience; and this nav J 

curat Gladncfs is a great Benefit to us, and the only Re- 1 

ward that never fails us. I 



I 



litis Thought 'a taken from StMHa'i Ep. 8i , vi^icrt be B 
a ctmiiDon iny'tagoi bis Counarymn AttaiM, 
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AciorMiig u I • To found the Recompence of tortuous Ac- 
Montaigne, ^^^^^ ^^ ^j^^ Approbation of others is laying 

every Man . _ . * .* • j ■ ° 

ought to Jit in It on a Foundation too uncertain and cmbar- 
judgment upon rafs'd, efpecially in io corrupt and ignorant an 
himjeif. -^gc as the prcfcnt, y/herein the good Opinion 

of the Vulgar is a Scandal. Upon whom do you rely for the 
Difcovery of what's commendable? God forbid that I fhou*d 
be an honeft Man according to the honourable Defini- 
tion which I daily fee every one gives of it, ^a fuenM 
vitiai ntoresfuttt *, i. e* The Things that were formerly 
reckoned Vices arc the Manners of the prefent Age, Cer* 
tain Friends of mine have at Times fchool'd and repri- 
manded me vQry frankly of their own AcOord^ or, at my Infti- 
gatibn, thereby performing an Office which, to a Mind that is 
rightly form'd, furpafles all the Offices of Friendlhip, not only. 
inutility but in Kirtdnefs. I have always received them with 
the moft opeo Arms of Courtefy and Gratitude. But to 
fpeak confcientioufly, I have often difcover'd, both in their 
Reproaches apd.flieir Praifes, fo much falfe meafure, that 
I had not done much amifs, rather to have aded wrong 
than right, according to their Standard. We, efpecially 
wl^Q lea4 a private Life, not expos'd to any other View 
than our own> ought to have a Tribunal eftabliih*d in our 
Breafls, . whereby to try our Actions ; and, according to 
that, fometimes to carefs, and at other times to correft 
ourfejves. I have my Laws and my Court of Jufticc to 
judge myfelf by, and apply myfelf to thofe more than to 
aiiy other Rules. I do indeed, reilrain my Adions by thofe 
of other Men, but don't extend them by any other Rule 
except my own.. . ^is only known to yourfelf whether you 
are cowardly.and cruel, or loyal and devout. Others fee 
you not, and only form uncertain Conjectures of you. 
They don't perceiye your Nature fo plainly as your Art ; 
rely not: therefore upon their Verdift, but ftick to your 

own : Tuo tibi judicio eft utendum Virtutis et Vitiorum 

gra^e ipjius coi\fci€ntia pondus eft ; qua fttblatajacent omnia -j-, 
i.e. Make ufe of your own Judgment — Confcience plain- 
ly fhews the Weight of Virtues and Vices ; take away 
that, all falls to the Ground. But the Saying, that Re- 
pentance 

* S^/r^c, Ep. jg. iUt&e End. f GV. dtNattLTtDtorani) lib.iii. c. 35. 



pentakice folloWi dole at the Heels of Sin, feems hot to 
have regard tq Sin in its richcft Attire, which is lodg'd 
in us as in its owi>-proper Habitation. 'Tis poffible to dif- 
avow and retraft (he Vices that furpcize us, and towards 
which ourPaflions hurry us ; but-thofe which by a long 
Habit are rooted and anchor'd in a ftrong and a vigorous 
Will, are not liable to be gainfay'd. Repentance is no other 
iHan a recanting of our Will, and an Oppofition to our 
Fancies^ that follows us clofc which Way foever we take. 
It makes another Perfon difown his former Virtue and Con-^ 
tinency. 

* ^u£ tnensefi.bodie cureadem mmpuero fuit P 
Vel cur his animis incolums non redeuntgena + -^ ' • 

. Ah ! whilft I was a vigorous Boy 
Why did I not this Mind enjoy ? . 

Or why does not my rofy Hue 
Return to paint my Cheeks anew ? 

- That is an exquifite Life wherein a due Re- y^ Excellencf 
gularity is maintained within Doors. Every of a prhtate 
one may play a Part in the Puppet-Shew, and f (/^ '^^^^ 
reprefent an honeft Man upon the Stage ; but " ^^i^^* 
within his own Breaft, where he may do what he lift, and 
where nobody fees us ; for a Man to be regular there, that's 
the Point. The next Degree is for a Man to be fo at his 
own Houfe in hisbrdinary Aftions, for which we are account- 
able to nobody, and wherein there is no Study, no Artifice ; 
and therefore BiaSy reprefcnting the excellent State of a Fa- 
mily, fays, the Maftcr of it was the fame within Doors, 
when by himfelf, as he was abroad, and by the Laws, and 
by the Report of Men ||. And it was a worthy Saying of 
§ Julius Drufus to the Builders, when they ofFer'd for 3000 

Crowns 

* Horace here charaflcrifes Ligurinus^ who repented when he came to 
be an old Man that ^e had not made an ill ufe of his Beauty while he 
had it. f Hor, lib. iv. Ode lo. v. 7, 8. H Plutarch in the fianauet of 
the wife Men, €.23. ^ Or rather Afiirar/ LMus Drufus^ the famous 
Tnbupeof the People, who died Anno 662 at Rome after having, by 
his Ambition, fomented a dangerous War in Italy , of which Florus treat:*, 
lib. iii. c. 17 and i8. As to VfhMt MoBtaigne fay« K^tc ^^ U<um \>ruju\v 
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Crowns to raife his Houfe fo high chat his Neighbouts 
Ihou'd not overlook him fo niuch as before,— I will give 
you, fays he *, 6000 to make it fo that it may be look'd 
into on all Sides. 'Tis mentioned to the Honour of ytgi* 
Jilaus^ that when he travclFd he- us'd to take up his Qjir- 
ters in the Churches, to the End that the People, and the 
Gods themfclves, might Be Spectators of his private Afli- 
ons« Such a one has been the Miracle of the World, iif 
whom neither his Wife nor Servant have never fcen any 
one Thing remarkable f. Few Men have been admii^d 
No Man a Fro- ^1 ^^^^^ Domcftics. We find in Hiftory, that 
fhet in his twn a Prophet hath no Honour, not only in his 
Couniiry. pwn Family, but iii his own Country. *Tis 

the fame in Things of Nought : And in this mean Ex- 
ample the Image of greater is to be feen. In my Country 
of Gafcoigne they look upon it as Drollery to fee me in print. 
The farther ofi^ I am rdad from my own Home the better 
I am efteem'd. I am fain to purchafe Printers in Gmemn^ 
elfewhere they purchafe nie. Upon this Fooridarion they 
go who conceal themielves living and' prefent to bbtairl 4 
Name when they are abfent and dead. I had rather hivo 
lels of it ; and do not publifti myfelf to the World for 
more than my Share of it ; when I leave it, 1 quit all far- 
ther Claim. The People re-condu£b fuch a one by a pubUc 
Aft with Amazement to his very Doon He puts oflF thi» 
Pageantry with his Robe, and fails fo much the lower from 
it by how much the higher he was exalted. In his Houfe 
there is nothing but Tumult and Diforder \ and was theie 
a Regularity in it, it will require a quick and. well try'd 
Judgment to perceive it in thefe low and private AAionsi 
To which may be added, th^ Order is a dull melancholy 

Virtuci 
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he took it from a Treatiie of Plutarch^ intitled, InfiruBimu to tbofe txfh 

manage the Affairs of State, c. 4. where this Drnfus is called yutitu E^ 

fusy a Tribune of the People. If Montaipu had confalted Paterckltuim 

this Article he might have percbiVd this fmall Miftake of PfiaarcK 

• 'Tis Plutarch that makes him fpeak thus ; but, according to PaJtertti^^ 

lusy Drufus being about to build a Hoafe, and having an O^ madie MoL 

by the Archite£t to contrive it after fuch a Model diat noneof hisNexdi^.* 

bours might look into it, Drupu faid. If you know howp makemi/uei^ 

Mfu/^ rafjber that 'what I do in it may be fienly toery b^. -j- A Man wm 

be k Hero indeed, fsdd Marihal CoHuAt^ ii Y^iooxxn^Sk^SbSBkA iu 
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Virtue, To entef a Breach, to conduft an Embafly, to go- 
vern a People, are Adions of Renown ; to reprove, laugh, 
icU, pay, love, hate, and converfe pleafantly and ration- 
ally with a Man's own Family, and with himfelf, not to 
idax nor to recast, are Things more rare, more difficult, 
wd kfs remarkable. By this Means, they who lead a retir- 
ed Life do, whatever is faid to the contrary, undergo Of- 
fices of a greater Difficulty and Extent than others do. 
And private Men, fays JbriftotUy ferve Virtue with more 
Difficulty and Eminence than they do who are in the Ma- 
^racy. We prepare ourfelves for eminent Occafions 
more (Hit of Vanity than Confcience. The fhorteft Way to 
arrive at Glory wou'd be to do that for Confcience which we 
(Iq for Glory« And the Virtue of Alexander appears to me 
Wit^ far lefs Vigour in his Theatre than does that of So- 
crates in his mean and obfcure Employment. I can eafily 
conceive Socrates in the place of Alexander^ but Alexander 
in that of ^^mi/^j I cannot. Aik the one what he can do, 
he will anfwer, Ccnmur the World \ afk the other the fame 
Queftion, he will fay, ConduSl inman Life conformabhf to its 
natural Conation ^ a Science much more general, weighty, 
and more lawful. 

The Soul is to be valued not for its high whsrdn cor^ 
Flight, but for its Regularity. Its Great- Jifts ^iagnmi- 
oc(s is not ezerds -d in Grandeur but a Me- ^^0- 
dibcrity. As they who judge and try us internally, make no 
great account of the Lultre of pur public Adions, and 
fce that they are only Threads and Rays of clear Water 
^)iinging4Tom- a (limy and muddy Bottom ; fo likewife 
they who judge of us by this fine outward Appearance 
make the fame Conclufion from our internal Conltitution, 
iqd' cannot coupk Faculties that are common and like 
4eir own^ with thofe other Faqultie^ that aitonifh them, and 
UCrip far out fA their Sight. Therefore it is that we give 
bffBge Forms to. Dsemons \ and who does not give learner- 
Ifiirlargie Eye-browSj wideNoftrils,, a dreadful Face, and 
ifiSta^re beyond meafure, according to the Conception 
li|hasibrm'd from the Report of his Name ? Had any 
lifie hcrptpfore fhow'd me Brafinmy I fhou'd hardly have 
h^^d but tl\a( .every Thing, he ip^ke to his Man or Vn& 

• Laud- 
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Landlady was Adage and Apophthemg. We have a more 
fuitable Idea of an Artificer upon his Clofe-ftool, or upon 
his Wife, than of a great Prefident venerable for his Car- 
riage and Abilities. We fanq^ that diey do not ftoop {o 
low from their high Tribunals as to live. As vicious Souls 
are often incited to do well by fome ftrange Impulfe, fo 
are virtuous Souls to do ill. They are therefore to be judg*d 
by their fettled State, when they are composed, if they 
ever are fo ; or at leaft when they are nearer to Repofe, 
and in their native Situation. 

Inaiural incU- Natural Inclinations ar? affifted and forti- 
nationsfortifad fy'd by Educatiou, but are fcarce ever altered 
hj Education, or fubdued by it. A thoufand Souls in my 
hutnotchan£d ^^^^ have fliifted towards Virtue or Vice in 

and extirpated, /• . r ^ r^-r • f 

^ ipite of a contrary Dilcipline, 

Sic vii defuet^e fyhis in car cere claufa 
Mcnfuevere fer^y et vulttis pofuere minaees^ 
Atq\ hominem didicere pati^ ft torrida parvus 
Venit in era cruor^ redeunt rabiefque furarquCj 
Admonitaque tament gujlato fanguine fauces^ 
Fervet^ et a trepido vix abjlinet ira magijiro *. 
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So Beafts of Prey, imprifon'd in a Cage, 

Grow tame, abandoning their native Rage 

And threatening Looks, and do themfelves inure 

The Government of Mankind to indure. 

But if again a little Blood they tafte 

Their favage Fury then returns faft \ 

They thirft for more, grow fierce, and wildly ftare. 

As if their trembling Keepers they wou*d tear. * \ 

Thus do Men palliate and conceal their original Qualitiiss, • 
but don't extirpate them. The Latin Tongue is as it were' 
natural to me ; I underftand it better than the French^ but • 
I have not us'd to fpeak it, nor hardly to write it thefe 40- • 
Years •, and yet, upon fome fudden Agitations, which I - 
have fallen into twice or thrice in my Life (and once upon- 
feeing my Father, in perfe6t Health, fall upon me in * ■ 
fainting Fit. ) I always vented my firft Outcries in Latin ; '" 
Nature Parting and forcibly exprefling itfelf, notwithftand- ' ; 

ing 

• LucoH. Ub. iv. V. 1^7. 
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ing fo long a Difcontinuance \ and of this there are maijy 
other Inftances. 

They who in my Time have taken a Re ^ jtefirmati. 
▼lew of the Manners of the Age do, by no- ^z 0/ Mankind 
vel Opmions, reform ieeming Vices ; but as '^fy riUtt u 
for real Vices they leave them as they were if ^*^*^^^' 
they don't augment them 5 the latter of which, 'tis to be 
fear'd, is the Cafe. We choofe to difregard all other good 
A&ions on account of thefe external Reformations of lefs 
Coft and greater Merit, and thereby make a cheap Attone- 
jnent for the other natural confubftantial and internal Vices. 
Look back a little on our own Experience. There is no 
Man, if he liften to himfelf, who does not find in himfelf 
a particular and governing Method of his own, which 
firuggles with Inftruftion, and with the Tempeft of Paffi- 
ons that are contrary to it. For my Part, I feldom feel 
myielf agitated by any Shock. I find myfelf, as it were, 
always in my Place like heavy unweildy Bodies. If I am 
not at home I am always near it. My Debauches don't 
carry me very far oflF. There is nothing ftrange nor ex- 
treme in the Cafe, and yet I have healthy and vigorous Rap- 
tures. The true Condemnation, and that TbiReptntancg 
which a£fe£ls Mens common Practice, is that of Men com- 
their State of Retirement is full of Filth and «»«^^ '^fry cor- 
Corruption, the Idea of their Reformation '**^'' 
blurr'd, their Repentance weak, and as much to blame al- 
moft as their Sin. Some either for having been linked to 
Vice, by a natural Propenlion, or by a long Habit in it, 
cannot fee any Deformity in it. Others (of which Clafs I 
am) do indeed weigh Vice, but they put Pleafure, or fome 
other Occafion> in the other Ballance, and fuffer and yield 
to it for a certain Price, but vicioufly and bafely •, yet there 
might perhaps be imagin'd fo vafl: a Difproportion of Mea- 
fitte, wherein with Juftice, the Pleafure wou'd excufc 
the Sin, as we fay of Profit, not only if it were 
locidental, and out of Sin *, as Larceny, but in the very 
&Krci{e of Sin as in the Enjoyment of a Woman, 
vfaerein the Temptation is violent, and 'tis faid fometimes 
to be invincible. Being the other Day in Armagnac^ at a 
Seat whicii belongs to a Kinfman of mine, I faw a Coun- 
tiy Fellow, thaCt was by every one CalJ'd the Robber, wKo 
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gave this Narrative of his Life ; That being born a B^« 
gar, and finding that he ftiou'd never be able to get enougH 
by his Labour to fupport himfelf againft Want, he re- 
folv'd to turn Robber •, and, being a ftrong Man, had foK 
Jow'd this Trade all the Time of his Youth with Safety j 
for he gathered in his Corn and Wine from other Mens 
Lands, but at a great Diftance, and in fuch great Loads^ 
that it was not to be imagined how one Man cou'd carry off' 
fo much upon his Shoulders in one Night as he did ; and 
moreover, he was fo careful not to do one Man more Da- 
mage than another, that every particular Man's Lofs there-^ 
fore was of the lefs Importance. He is now grown old an^ 
rich for a Man of his Rank, thanks to the Trade he drovc^ 
which he makes no fcruple to confcfs to every body ; and 
to make his Peace with God for his ill-got Wealth, he fey* 
that he is daily ready, by his Bounty, to make Satisfafi^oii 
to the Succeffors of thofe he robb'd ; and if he does not 
to every one (which 'tis impoflible for him to do at once) 
he will then leave it in Charge to his Heirs to perform the 
reft proportionably to the Wrong he has done to every one, 
which is what he himfelf only knows. By this Account| 
whether true or falfe, this Man looks upon Robbery as a 
difhoneft Adion, and he hates it, but not fo much as Por 
verty. He does barely repent of it, but forafmuch as it 
was in this manner counterballanc'd and compenfated, he 
repents not of it. This is not that Habit which incoxpor 
rates us with Vice, and conforms our very Underftanding 
to it ; nor is it that impetuous Wind which, by its Gufts, 
difturbs and blinds our Faculties, and for the Time hurrie$ 
us. Judgment and all, into the Power of Vice, 

Montai nc' '^^ "^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^ thoroughly; 
jJgm^tLs ^"d ^'^ ^f a-piece. I fcarce make a Motion 
the common clandeftinely and by Stealth fix)m my Reafon, 
Guiisofbii and that is not condu6ted in a manner by the 
Aaions. Confent of all my Faculties without Divifion^ 

without any inward Struggles. My Judgment has all the 
Blame or all the Praife ofit ; and the Blame it once has. 
It has always ; for I have had, almoft from my Infancy, the 
fame Inclination, the fame Turn, and the fame Spirit : 
And as to univerfal Opinions, I fix'd myfelf from my 

ChU4^ 
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Childhood in the fame Place where I was to flick. 
There are fome Sins that are impetuous, prompt, and fud- 
den ; let us fet them afide •■, but as for diofe other Sins fo 
oft repeated, deliberated, and contriv'd, whether conrti- 
tutional Sins, or Sins of Profeflion and Vocation, I can't 
conceive that they have fo long been fettled in the fame 
Refolution, without the coiiftant Concurrence of the Will 
. and Underllanding with the Reafon and Confcience of 
the Pcrfon who is guilty of them : And the Repentance 
which he boafts to be infpir'd with on a fudden is very hard 
fiar me to ima^e. I am not of the Opinion of the Py^ 
tbagorean Sedt, tliat Men afllime a new Soul when they ap- 
proach the Images of the Gods to receive their Oracles, 
unlels they mean that it muft be foreign, new, and lent for 
the Time, our own Ihewing fo little a Sign of the Purifica- | 
tion and Cleannefs fit for that Office. 

They aft quite contrary to the Stoical Pre- ^^^ j^.^^ 
cepts, who indeed command us to corredt the taniemghtM 
Imperfeftions and Vices which we know our- i^ /oitirt<i''d 
lelves guiky of, but forbid us thereby to dif- "^'^ "'^ 
turb tbe Tranquility of our Minds. Thefe '^""^''■'"'■ 
make us believe that they have great Vexation and Remorft 1 
within, but as for Amendment and Correftion, orDifcon- I 
tinuance, they give no Sign of it ; yet it cannot be a Cure I 
till the Evil be purg'd away. If Repentance were to be I 
put into one Scale of the Ballance it wou'd out-weigh Sin. \ 
I don't know of any Quality fo eafy to counterteii as De- I 
votion, if the Life and Manners do not conform to it. The 1 
Eflence of it is abftrule and occult, the Appearances eafyij 
and pompous. 

As for my Part, I may defire in the gene- j Ma« emaati^ 
ral to be what I am not v I may condemn and "/*"' <f *<< j 
be out of Humour with my whole Frame, """'"/'"^'^f" " 
and pray to God for an intire Reformation, and to excuffetj 
my natural InfiftTiity ; but this is what I ought not to cal* 
Repentance methinks, no more than a Difguft that I air 
not an Ange], noraCfl/e. My Adcions are regulated byJ 
^nd conformable to what I am, and to my Condition. |^ 
Lannoi do better 1 and Repentance does not properly con-^j 
..crn Things that are not in our Power. '1 is rather Res 
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gret. I conceive an infinite Number of Natures, mord 
fublime and regular than mine ; yet I do not amend my 
Faculties, fordmuch as neither my Arm nor my Mind 
will become a whit the more vigorous by conceiving ano- 
ther's to be fo. If to imagine and wifli a more noble 
Way of Afting than we have fliou'd produce a Repentance 
in us, we fhou'd then repent of our mofl: innocent O- 
perations, forafmuch as we well fuTOofci that in a more ex- 
cellent Nature they wou'd be conducted with greater Pcr- 
fedtion and Dignity ; and we ftiouM wi(h to do the fame. 
When I confider my Demeanor in my Youth, and that of 
my old Age, I find that I have in the general behav'd with 
Regularity as far as I know. This is all that my Refift- 
ance can avail. I do not flatter m3rfelf ; in the like Cir* 
cumffances I lhou*d be always the fame. 'Tis not a Spot^ 
but rather an univerfal Tindure, with which I am fbin'd.- 
I have no Notion of a Repentance that is fuperficial, mo* 
derate, or ceremonious. It muft fling me throughout be- 
fore I can give it that Name, and it muft pierce my Heart 
as deeply and univerfally as God fees into me. 
JFiy Man- . ^ flatters of Trade many good Opporm- 
taigne did not ^^^^ *^ve efcap d me for want of fuccefsml- 
repent of the Management, and yet I made a right Choice 
Management according as Occurrences prefented themfelves. 
ofhh Affairs, ^^pj^ ^^ Method to chufe always the eafieft and 
the fureil Courfe. I find that in my paft Deliberations I 
have, according to my own Rule, proceeded with Difcre- 
tion according to the State of the Subjeft propos*d to me, 
and fliou'd do the fame,, were it a thoufand Years hence, 
on the like Occafions. I do not confider the Thing as if 
is now, but what it was when I deliberated on it. The Force 
of all Counfel lies in the Time. Opportunities and Af- 
fairs inceflTantly fluftuate and change. I have, in my Life, 
fallen into fome grofs and important Errors, not for want 
of good Judgment, but for want of good Luck. There 
are, in the Afi^airs that we have to do with, fome fecret 
Circumftances not to be guefs'd at, particularly in the hu- 
man Natures certain filent Conditions that make no Shew, 
and are unknown fometimes even to the Poflfeflbr, which ftart 
and fpring up from incideiital Caufes. If my Prudence cou'd 

not 
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not penetrate into, or fbretel them, I am not difgufted 
with it : *Tis confined to its own Limits. If the Event be 
againft me, and favours that Side which I have re- 
fused, there is no Remedy ; I don't blame myfelf for it j 
I accufe my Luck, and not piy Performance. This is nop 
what we call Repentance. 

Fboaon had given certain Advice to the Counfel is tndes^ 
Ahemans^ which vas not followed ; and the fendent of £- 
Aflfair fucceeding happily contrary to his '*''*'•'• 
Opinion, fomejbody laid, WelJ, Phocion^ art thou pleas'4 
that this Affair tyms out fo well ? I am very glad, faid 
bcj that it has {o happened ; yet I do not repent that I ad-^ 
vis'd otbcrwifc *. When my Friends apply to me for my 
Opinion, I ^ve it freely and plainly, without confidering^ 
as almoft allMankind do, that the Thing being hazardous 
it may fall but contrary to my Opinion, and then perhaps 
they mzy reproach me for my Advice ; but this is what I 
am very indifferent about ; for they will be to blame fojr 
defiling that Offipe which I coja'd not juftify myfelf to re» 
fufe them. 

I icarce ever lay any Miftakes or Misfor- Montaigne 
tunes of mine to the Charge of another Per- /Mmtookana^ 
fon : For die Truth is, I feldom make ufeof jj^'"''^^'7* 
another's Advice, but only for the Sake of l„e„to/bi'fj/> 
Civility and Ceremony, unlefs it be where I /air/, and fiU 
have need of Inftruftion in any Science, or In- domgmje bisf i 
formation of any Fa6t. For in Things where ^^^^ P^Mh 
I have oply my Judgjnent to make ufe of, other Mens 
Reaibns may be of fome Credit to fupport me, but of litr 
tie Force to difluade me, I hear every Thing favourably 
and decently ; bjit I don't remember that to this Hour I , 
ever made ufe of any Reafon but my own . With me they are 
but Flies or Atoms that hover about my Will. I lay no great 
Strels ppon my own Opinions, and as ^ttle upon thofe of 
other Men. Fortune rewards me juftly. As I do not re- 
ceive Advice, I give as little. I am feldom alk'd for ir, 
9ad more feldom trufted to ; and know not of any Under^ 
taking, either public or private, that has been the better 

Vol. in, D for 
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for my Advice : Even the Perfons, whom Fortune had in 
any manner engag'd to follow my Diredtion, have chofe 
more willingly to be guided by any other Head-piece than 
mine : And as I am a Man altogether as vigilant againft 
the Difturbance of my Tranquility as the Diminution of 
my Authority, I like it the better. By thus neglefting 
me they humour me in what I profefs, which is to fettle 
and wholly contain myfelf within myfelf. *Tis a Pleafure 
to me to be difinterefted in other Mens Affairs, and not 
to be any Way refponfible for them. 
,,, ,. , All Affairs when they are over, hap- 

hied fir E<vents V^^ ^^ ^^^7 w*^^' g^^^ ^^ '^"^^ Concem j 
that fell out foT the Imagination, that fo it ought to be, 
contrary to bis puts me out of my Pain. They are roird about 
Wifies i and j^ the great Revolution of the Univerfe, and 
"^ ■^' link'd in the Chain of ftoical Caufes . Your Fan- 

cy cannot, by Wilh or Imagination, move an Jota, either paft 
or to come, which the Order of Things will not totally 
overturn. 

Made little ac- As to the rcft, I hate that accidental Re- 
tount of the pcntancc which old Age brings with it. He 
R^ntanceow' of old Times * who faid he was obliged to his 
tng purel%. to Years for ftripping him of Pleafure, was of 
'''^^^'' a different C^mton from me. I can never 

think myfelf beholden to Impotency for any good that it 
does me. Nee tain averfa unquam videbitur ab opere fuo pro-^ 
wdentiay ut debiliter inter opHm invent a Jit. Nor can 
Providence ever be thought fo averfc to its own Work that 
Debility fhou'd be found among the beft Things. Our 
Appetites are rare in old Age. A profound Satiety comes 
upon us after the Adt. I difcern nothing of Confcience in 
. this. 'Tis Chagrin and Weaknefs that imprint on us a 
languid phlegmatic Quality. We muft not fuffer ourfelves 
to be wholly earry'd away by the Alterations of Nature Ip 
as to debafe our Judgment. Youth and Pleafure did not 

here- 

♦ This was Sophocles^ who being aflc'd if he ftill enjoyM the Pleafurcs 
of Love, made anfwer, Diime/iora: /iientervero ijiinc, tanquam a Domin§ 
agrejli acfurio/o pro/ugi, i. e. The Gods have done better for mti ; and ^ 
glad I am that I have liv'd to efcape from the wild and furious Tyranny '; 
of Love, Cicde^Sm^ttp c. 14. . ^^ 



Ch. II. Of KepentMce. 3^ 

heretofore {a i^Lt blind me that I did not difcem the Face of 
Vice in Pleafure ; n6r does that DifgUft which Years have 
now brought upon nie, hinder me from difcerning the Face 
of Pleafure in Vice. Now that my Days of Pleafure are 
over, I judge of it as if they were not. I, who ftriftly 
and attentively iiarifack my Reafoh, find it the very feme it 
was in my liioft licentious Age, if it be not perhaps a little 
weakened and impaired by being grown old ; and I am of 
Opinion, that as it d6es not permit me to embark in Plea- 
fore^ for the Sake of my bodily Health, it wou'd not give 
me more Allowance rioW than litrietofore for the Sake of 
my Soul*s Hbalth. I do not reckon my Rcafon the more 
vigoroaa becaufe it has nothing to combat. My Tempta- 
t!6fts are io fliattcj^'d and mortify'd that they are not worth 
ks Opftofltion, for with only ftretching out my Hands I 
overc^nc them, Shoti'd my former Cortcupifcence be re- 
placed in its View, I fear it wou'd not have fo much Strength 
to refift k as it Iwtd heretofore. I do not find that it has 
afty other Notion of Pleafure ribw than it had then, noi" 
that it has requh-'d any new Light ; wherefore if there ht 
a Recovery 'tis a jfcurvy one. Miferable kind of Remedy 
where Heakh is n6t to be dbtairi'd without a Malady. 'Tis 
not for our Misfortune to perform this Office, but for the 
good Fortune of our Judgment. I am not influenced . by 
iDjuries and Affliftions to do any Thing but to curfe them. 
This is for People who are not to be rouz'd till they feel 
the Scourge. My Reafon indeed afts with more Freedom 
in Pro^erity, but is more drftrafted and harder put to it, 
to digeft Misfortunes than Pleafures. I fee beft in a cjeai!' 
Sky ; Health premonifhes me with more Alacrity and more 
Benefit than Sicknefs. I did all that I cou'd to re- 
pair and regulate myfelf when I had Health to enjoy them. 
I fhou'd be afliam'd and vex*d that the Mifery and Misfor- 
tune of my old Age fhou'd be preferred before my good, 
healthful, fpritely, and vigorous Years -, and that Men 
Ihou'd judge of me, not by what I have been, but by 
what I am now that I ha^e as it were ceas'd to be. 

tl my Opinion 'tis in happy living, and Wherein hu- 
not in dying happily, ?& Antifihtnes {2:1^., that ^^« /^^^'^'O' 

- ji, ,P. rr /' J . ,1 confiftsy accord* 

human Felicity connlrs; I have not aim d to ^'^ ^^ ^o^. 
make a monftrou5 Addition of a, Phiiofoph^r's migi^e. 
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Tail to the Head and Body of a Libertine, nor that this 
wretched Remainder of Life fhou'd contradift and give the 
Lye to the pleafanteft, foundeft, and loijgeft Part of it. I 
wo\i'd fain reprefent myfelf uniform throughout. Were I 
to lead my Life over again, 1 fliou'd live juft as I have 
done. I neither complain of the paft, nor do I fear the fu- 
ture ; and, if I do not deceive myfelf, I have been much 
the fame within as without. I am prmcipally oblig'd to my 
Fortune, that the Cpurfe of my bodily Eftate has been 
carry'd on in every Thing in its Seafon. I have feen it in 
its Bud, Blpflbms, and Fruit, and now fee it withered ; 
happily however becaufe naturally. I bear the Ailments 
I have the better forafmuch as they are at their Crifis, and 
alfo becaufe they give me the more pleafing Remembrance 
of the long Felicity of my paft Life : Alio my Wifdom 
may, peradventure, have been of the fame pitch in both 
Ages, but it was more adtive, and graceful, when young, 
ipritely, and natural, than now that it is broken, pecvifh, 
and painful. I therefore renounce thofe cafual and dolo- 
rous Reformations. God muft touch our Hearts, and our 
Confciences muft amend of themfelves by the Aid of our 
Reafon, ^nd not by the Decay of our Appetites. 
What is the Pleafure is in itfelf neither pale nor difco- 
JVMm of old lour'd for being difcern'd by Eyes that are dim 
^** and diftemper'd. We ought to love Tempe- 

rance for its own Sake, and in Refpedt to God, who has 
commanded both that and Chaftity. What we derive from 
Catarrhs, an(d what I am oblig'd for to my Cholic, is nei- 
ther Chaftity nor Temperance. A Man cannot boaft that 
he defpifes and refifts Pleafure^ if .he does not. fee it, and if 
he does not know it, together with its Charms, Power, 
and moft alluring Beauty. I know both the one and the 
other; I have a Right to fay it : But it feems to me that 
in old Age our I^inds are fubjedt to more troublefome Ma- 
ladies and Imperfeftions than they are hi- Youth. I faid the 
fame when I was young, and when I was reproach'd with 
the Want of a Beard ; and I fay the fame now that my 
grey Hairs gain me Authority. We call -the Crabbednefs 
of our Tempers, and the Difrelifli of prefent Things, 
Wifdom \ but in Truth we do not fo much forfake Vices 

as 
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as change them, and in my Opinion for worfe. Befides a 
iboliih groundlefs Pride, naufeous Babble, froward and 
unfociable Humours, SuperfHtion, and a ridiculous Thirft 
after Riches, when the Ufe of them is loft, I find in old 
Age more Envy, Injuftice, and Malignity. It furrows 
the Mind with more Wrinkles than the Face ; and we ne- 
ver, or very rarely, fee People who, in growing old, do 
not grow four and mufty. The whole Man moves, both 
towards his Perfeddon and his Decay. In confidering the 
Wifdom of Socrates^ and many Circumftances of his • 
Condemnation, I dare believe that he indulged himfelf by 
Prevarication, in fomc meafure, for the Purpofc, feeing 
that at 70 Years of Age he fuflfer'd fuch a rich Genius as 
his was to be almoft totally crampt, and his wonted Bright- 
nels ofRifcated. What Metartiorphofes do I every Day 
fee made by Age in feveral of my Acquaintance ! *Tis a 
powerful Malady, which creeps upon lis naturally, and im- 
perceptibly. Deep Study and great Precaution are abfo- 
lutely necei&ry to avoid the Imperfeflions it loads us with, 
or at leaft to flacken their Progrefs. I find that, notwith- 
ftandmg all my Intrenchments, it fteals upon me one Foot 
afiier another ; I bear up againft it as well as I can, but I 
know not what it will bring me to at laft ; but, happen what 
will, I am content to have it known what I was before I 
fell. 



CHAP. III. 

Of three Commerces^ i. e. Familiarities with Men^ 

Women^ and Booh. 

WE muft not rivet ourfelves fo faft to our ^j^ ebii/jii* 
Humours and Complexions. Our nty of th bu- 
chief Sufliciency is to know how to apply our- «»^ Under- 
fclves to various Cuftoms. For a Man to fi^^^^i- 

D 3 keep 

* If this be a Conjedore only founded on Montaigni*s Sagacity, it 
does him very great Honpur, for Xgmfbon telU us exftefty, I^^lI Va 
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keep himfelf ty'd ^d bound, l?y Neqeffity, tp on? only 
Courfe, is but bare Exiftence, not living. T^ofe ^le the 
mott amiable Tempers, which axe more variable and flexi- 
ble. It was an honourable Char^fter of the elder Cato, 
tiuicverfatile ingmiimfic pariter adqmniafMiU ut nafum ad. 
id unum dicer es^ quod cumque (igent *, i. e. !He had Parts fo 
flexible to every Thing, that whatfoeyer he took in Hand, 
a Man wou'd be apt to fay he was forai'd by Natyre for that 
very Thing only. Were I to chufe for myfelf, there is no 
Fafliion fogood tha,t I fliQu'd care to be fo we^e(J to it, 
as not to h^ve it in my Power to difengage myfejf from it. , 
Life is a Motion uneven, irregular, and myltiform. A 
Man is not his own Friend, much lefs his own Mafter, 

(, I .1.., ,#.- .... r 

but rather a Slave to hin)felf» who is eternally pyrfuing his 
own Humour, and fuch a Bigot to hx3 Inclinations» that 
he is not able to turn afide from them. I fpeak it now at 
this Time of Liici, wherein I find it hard to difengagp my- 
felf from the uneafinefs of my Mind, by reaipn that it 
cannot amufe itfelf generally, but ip Thiftg$ wherein it is 
ejnbarrafs'd, nor employ itfelf beiqau^ 'ti^ ip cramp'd and 
ii^xible^ ^Tis apt to m^gj^^ ^ fli^t Subj^9 and 
f&etches it to fuch a Degree, as tp require the Application of 
ajl its Strength to it. Its Ina6^yity is thi^Fe&re to me a 
painful Labour, and prejudicial tQ my Health. The Minds 
of moft Men require foreign Matter to quicken and exercife 
them ; mine has need of it to compofe it rather, and fettle 
i^x ^-iti& ^'f^^ njsgotioL difiutieuda fmU -f ^ i. e. The Vices ow^ 
ing to Sloth are to be Ihaken off by Bufinefs ; for my moft 
painful, as well as principal Study, \s to ftudy myfelf. 
Books are one of that Sort of Employments that divert 
in^ from that Study.' Upon the firft Thoughts, which 
come iflto my Miqd, it buftles ^ makes Trial of its 
Vigour in every Refpeft ; exercifes its feeling Quality, 
fomefimes tpw^^ Fpwe, at Qthfitr Times towards Order 

an(l 

truth Socrates defended himfelf with fo Q^ych ^gughtii^pOs before his 
Judges, only from a Confidcration thqt at his Age Death wou'd be bet- 
ter Jbr him than Life. This is the ^ybjea of the intire Preface to that* 
Defence made by &fr/^i before^ lvis.Ju4gg^. ♦ Ttt. liv. lib. xjpcix, 
c. 40. f Senec.Ep, 56, 
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and Beauty, and then ranges, moderates, and fortifies itfelF. 
It has in itfelf wherewith to rouze its Faculties. Natute 
has given to it, as to all other Mens, Matter enough of its 
own for its Benefit, and Subjeds proper enofugh both fbr 
its Invention and Judgment. 

Meditation, for a Man who can infpeft arid ifeJitation an 
exert himfelf with Vigour, is a powerful and important Em^ 
copious Study. I had rather frame my Mind fh^^^- 
than fiimiih it. There is no Employment, either nibrc 
wieak or more ftrong, than that of entertaining a Man's 
Thoughts according to the State of his Mind. The great- 
eft Men make it their Profeflion, S^uibus vivere ejl cogitare *, 
i. e. To whom to live and to think, are one and the fame 
Thing. Nature has alfo favour'd Man with this Privilege, 
that there is nothing we can hold out in fo long, nOi- any 
Affion to which we more commonly, and more readily in- 
cline to. 'Tis the Bufinrfs of the Gods, fays Arifidtle^ 
and that from which proceeds both their Blifs and bUrs. 

The prmcipal Ufe of Reading to me is j^q^j^jjOj^ 
that, by tht variety of Subjdfts, it kfceps nfiy ^^, / Jz/^T- 
Rcafon awake, ana employs my Judgment, ti*vi to frivol- 
not my Memory. Few Conversations there- ^«' Comerjk' 
fere tdce with tne, if there be not Life and ''^' 
Power in them. *Tis true, that the Gracefuliiefs and Ele- 
gance of a Speech captivate and ingrols niy Attention a^ 
much, or more than the Importance or Weight of the 
Subjedt : Arid forafmuch as I am apt to be fleepy in all 
other Converfation, and give but little Attentibn thereto, 
it often happens that in fbch poor, low Difcourfe, atia 
infipid Chat, I either make drowfy, ftupid, and ridiculous 
Anfwers, unbecoming a Child, or elfe more indifcrettly 
and rudely maintain an obftinate Silence. I ani on the ond 
Hand of a penfive Temper, which makes me abfent front 
all but myfclf, and oh the other hand a ftupid and child- 
ilh ignorance of many common Things. By thefe two Qua- 
lities I have obtain'd that five or fix as filly Stories may 
as truly be reported of jne as of any othei* rerfon whatfo- 
ever. 

D 4 But 
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TooJe/icati in ^"^ ^^ purfue my Subjedt, this difficult 
Bis Converfati' Temper of mine renders me very delicate of 
bn nuttb the what Company I keep, whom I am oblig'd 
^^^Ud ^ ^^ examine nicely, and am therefore unfit for. 
^ * ' common Society. We live and trade with 

the Commonalty. If their Converfation be troublefome 
to us, if we difdain to apply ourfelves to mean and vulgar 
Souls (and fuch are often as regular as the moft delicate, 
and all Wifdom is infipid that does not accommodate itfelf 
to the Stupidity of the Vulgar) we muft no longer inter- 
tncddle either with our own Affairs, of thofe of other Men ; 
foj: thofe, both of a public and private Nature, are. 
difpatch'd with thofe People. The Motions of the Soul, 
that are the leaft fbrc'd and the moft natural, are the mofb 
beautiful. Gocki God ! What a vaft Service Wifdom 
does to thofe whofe Defires it reduces to their Power \ 
There is no Part of Knowledge more profitable. As much 
ts lies in our Powers was the favourite Maxim and Mottx) of^ 
Socrates. A Phrafe of great Moment this j for we muft adapt 
and divert our Defires to Things that are the neareft, and 
moft eafy to be acquired. Is it not a filly Humour of mine 
to feparate froni a thoufand, to whom Fortune has join^ 
me, and without whom I cannot live^ and ftick'to one or 
two that are out of the Sphere of my Corfelpondence ^ 
Or rather is i; not a fantaftical Defire of a Thing which I 
can never recover ? My gentle Behaviour, an Enemy to 
all Bitternefs and Moroienefs, may eafily have fequr'd mc 
froni all Envy and Animofity -, for never Man gave niore 
Occafion, to be belov'd I will not fay, but not to be hated 5 
yet the Coldnels of my Converfation has juftly deprived me 
of the good Will of many, who are not to be blam'd tho* 
they Ihou'd put another, and a wdrfe Conftruftion upoa 

it. 

Mohtaigtie ^ ^"^ ^^^y capable of acquiring, arid main- 

paffionatelyfond taihing Fricndftiips that are exquifite and^un- 
of exquifite common ; for as I am eager to clofe in with 
IriendjhtfsMt f^ch Acquaintance as fuit my Tafte, I throw 
"^Ui^^u col "^y^^^f without Referve into their Arms with 
MnottFriendJhips. f^ch Rapture that I can hardly fail to ftick to 

them, and to lAake an Impreifion where I faf- 

ten; 



1* IIL Cf Familiaritm with Men ^ &c. 41^ 

I ; and this I have often found by happy Experience. 
) common Friendftiips I am in fome meafure cold and in- 
Feiient, fol* my Courfe is not natural if it be not with a 
11 Sail ; bcfides my Fortune having trained me from my 
>uth, and tempted me to love one fingle and pcrfed: 
iendihip, it has indeed, in fome meafure, put me out 
Conceit with others -, and too much imprinted it on my 
incy that, as one of the Ancients faid, fuch vulgar Com- 
nions are the Beafts of the Company, tho' not of the 
erd. And alfo I have a natural Averfion to communi- 
te myfelf by Halves, and with that Modification, fervile, 
id jealous Pnidence, which are prefcrib'd to us in the 
afe of numerous and imperfcft Friendfhips. And this is 
ijoin'd upon us chiefly in this Age of ours, when 'tis im- 
)ffible to fpeak of Mankind without Danger or Miftake. 
Yet I plainly fee, that he who has the Con- /•/•/•/ 

niencies (I mean the effential Conveniencies toknowL^L 
Life) for his End, as I have, ought to treat all man- 
un thefe DifHculties and Delicacies of Hum- ^^^ 9f P^rfom 
tr as much as the Plague. I fhou'd com- ^*^ Familiar 
snd a Mind of various Qualities, which ^^' 
lows both to ftrain and flacken its Vigour, that finds itfelf 
Eafe in all Stages of Fortune, a Man that can difcourfe 
th his Neighbour about his Building, Hunting, or 
oarrel, and that takes Pleafure in chatting with a Car- 
nt6r, or a Gardener. I eilvy thofe who can condefcend 
a Familiarity with the meaneftof their Servants, and to 
dd a Converfation with their Train of Followers : And I 
[like the Advice of PlatOy That Men fhou'd always fpeak 
a magifterial Strain to their Servants, whether Male or 
anale, without being ever facetious or familiar *. For 
fides what rny Reafon tells me, *tis both inhuman and 
guft to fet fo great a Value upon that fame Prerogative of 
IffCune ; and tiiofe Governments, wherein there is not fo 
«at a Dilparity admitted betwixt Mailers and their Va- 
ts, fccm to-me the moft equitable. Other Men fl:udy 

how 

• Magifterial Language to Servants cenfur'd, De Legiius, lib. vi^ 
.I72. Edit. Francfwt i6c2. 
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how to elevate and exalt their Minds ; I to render i 
humble and lowly. 'Tis only blameable in being too dii 

NarraSj et genus -^aci, 

Et pugnata facro bella Jub IVto : 
S^o Cbium preiio cadum 

Mercemur^ quis aquam temperet ignibuSy 
^0 prabente domum^ et quotd 

Pelignh car earn frigoribuSy faces *. 

Old jEacus you derive from Jove^ 
And tcll what tyiighty Kin he had above > 
You all the Trojan Wars recite ; 
But not what Chian Wine will coft. 
Who make a Bath, artd who invite. 
And who a Fire prepares at Night, 
Now Winter ftieds its hoary Froft. 

»r;r ^^..n>f^m*n Thus, as the Lacedemonians Valour fto 

fut curfilw on need of Moderation, arid of the fweet 

an Equality harmonious Sound of Flutes to riloltify 

-with tbofe <we jn Battle, left they fhou'd be guilty of T 

commonly make ufe of ftrong and Ihrill Sounds and V< 
which excite and inflaine the Soldiers Courage to the lal 
gree ; fo mcthinks that, contrary to the ufual Form, i 
Exercife of our Minds we have more need of Ballaft 
Sail, of Coldnefs and Calmnefs than of Heat and H 
Above all Things, *tis in my Opinion egfegioufly to 
the Fool, to make a Parade of Wit in Company of 
who have none ; to talk always as it Were in Print, a 
ufe a ftiflF quaint ftile \ or; on the other Hand, Fava 
funta di Forchetta^ i. c. to ^ffed a finical one like th< 
dies. You muft let yourfelf' down to the Level of 
you converfe withal, and fometimes too affedt Ignoi 
You muft lay af?de Strength and Subtlety of Argun 
TTr enotigh to pitferve Dfec^ncy and Order in con 
Converfation ; and as for the reft, crawl upon the Gi 
if they defire it. The Learned are apt to ftumble ai 

St 

f Ikraci, Ode 19. Ub. \u, v* 1, tffu 
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; they always make a Parade of their fuperior Ta- 
and fcatter thdr Books every where ; {o that in thefe 
they have fo pefter'd the Clofets and Ears of the La- 
?ith them, that if they have not retained the Sub- 
i of them, they have at the Icaft the Shew ^^ , 
em, fo that let the Subjeft of their Dif- ,,^ ^^1^^ ^^ ^J 
I be what it will, they fpeak and write learned. 
lanner that is new and learned. 

^c fermone paveiU \ hoc iram, gmi£aj curas^ 
T cunSata effundunt animi fecrtta^ et quid ultri ? 
ncumbunt dorke ♦. 

the fame Language they exprefs th?ir Fears, 
\i\x Anger and their Joys, their Griefs and Cares, 
k1 vent the Secrets of their Souk ; what more ? 
the fame learned Phrafe they play the Whore. 

they quote Plato and St. Thomas in Things for which 
rft Perfon they meet wou'd be as good Authority, The 
MPg that cannot, penetrate their Souls hangs on their 
jijes. If thofe of Quality will believe me, they wou'dL 
fOteiit with their jown natural Treafures. They con- 
md cQver their own Beauties under others that arefo- 
;. 'Tis a great Weakneis to put out their own Light 
UW by a borrowed Luftre. They are interred and em- 
i*4 alive by Art f, De capfula tota^ i. e. being paint- 
Mi perfumed from Head to Foot. *Tis becaufe they 
tfcpQw themfclve$ fufficiently. The World has no- 
{fiirer than they are. This is their doing Honour to 
Mil and Painting, even Paint itfelf. What need have 
Hl^ itny Thing but to live belov'd and honour'd ? For 
Iqr not only have> but know too much. They need 
[ only 

JMN Sat. 4> V. 199. f This is an Efcpreffion ofSentca^ which he. 

^*ft the Pltiti Maitres of bis Time, Nofii complures jwvenes barbm 
^Hdude caffyHtotosy EpiH. 95. He tells us elfewfaere of one 
Pops wfao> being carry'd by his Glares ftom the Bath in a Chalo 
^ to aflc thttBi whether or no he was feated ; as if it wa&a 
SMHitlkhis Honour to know whathc did hicifelf without a&ung,. 

tiBrevit. «W> c, 12. 1 have not yethesLid that any of our Pitili 
fiMve come up tothisRffmaa Fop, 
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only roufe a litde, and give frefti Warmth to their ii 
Faculties. When I fee them ftudying Rhetoric, 
Logic, and the like, which are fo infignificant Trifle 
neceflary for their Occafions, I begin to fear that th 
who advife them to it, do^ it that they may thereby 
Authority to be their Mafters. For what other I 
ihou'd I find for them. 'Tis enough that they can, 
out our Inftruftion, give the Charms of their Eyes ; 
that is brilk, ftern, or languifhing ; that they can 
a Denial with Severity, Sufpence, and Favour, an 
they are not at a Lofs for an Interpreter of the Sp 
made for their Service. With this Knowledge the 
vern with a high Hand, and rule both the Regents a 
Scholars. 

tFbatBrancbei If ncverthclefs they think much tc 
9/ Knotviedge Place to US in any Thing whatfoever, an 
^^fiieftfor a Curiofity to be Book learned, Poetry 
/ e omen. Aniufement proper for their Occafions, 
ing a wanton, witty, diffembling, and prattling 
ali Pleafure and all Shew, like themfelves. They w 
reap nuny Advantages from Hiftory. In Moral PI 
phy they will be furnifti'd with Leflbns that will < 
them to judge of our Humours and Conditions, to < 
themfelves from our Treacheries, to regulate the Pj 
tancy of their own Defires, to make good ufe of the 
berty, to lengthen the Pleasures of Life, and mildly t 
thj* Inconftancy of an humble Servant, the Roughne: 
Hufband, and the Difagreeablenefs of Age, Wri 
and the like. This is the utmoft Share that I wou'd 
them in the Sciences. 

n dur r There are fome particular Tempen 
ttetiremmu are retired and reclufe. I am naturally f 

for Communication and Produftion. I ; 
open and undifguis'd, born for Society and Friend fhip 
Solitude which I am fond of myfelf, and recomme 
others, is chiefly with no other View than to withdra 
AflFeftions andThoughts into myfelf; to reftrain and 
not my Proceedings, but my Defires and Cares, refi 
all Solicitude that is foreign, with a n:K>rtal Av 
to Servitude and Obligation *, and not fo much to the 
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pany of Men as to the Multiplicity of Bufinefs. To fay 
( the Truth, Local Solitude rather expands and fets me at 
large. I the more willingly embark in Affairs of State and 
the World when I am alone. At the Louvre, and in the 
Crowd of the Court, I keep within my own Sphere : The 
Throng makes me retire to myfclf, and I never entertain 
myfelf fo wantonly, fo licentioufly, and fo Angularly, as 
in Places of Rqfpeft and ceremonious Prudence. Our 
Follies don't provoke me to Laughter, but our Wifdom* 
I am conftitutionally no Enemy to the Buftle of Court. I 
ijl kave fpent Part of my Life there, and am capable of be- 
2 liaving chearfuUy in great Companies, provided it be now 
>| and then, and at my own Time. But that Effeminacy of 
x| Judgment, of which I have been fpeaking, attaches me by 
Force to Solitude 5 nay at my own Houfe, in the midfl of 
a numerous Family, and a Houfe as much frequented as 
any, I fee People enough, but feldom fuch as I am fond of 
converfing with. And I there referve, both for myfclf 
and others, an unufual Liberty. There is in my Houie 
ao fuch Thing as Ceremony, Attendance, Conducing, 
lod the like fatiguing Rules of our Courtefy. (Oh ! fer« 
tit and troublelbme Cuflom !) Every one there governs 
lomfelf in his own Way, let who will fpeak his Thoughts ; 
vhik I am mute in deep Meditation, and fhut up in my 
Ckfet, without any Offence to my Guefts. 
' The Men, whofe Society and Familiarity I charaaer of 
ttmXj are thole they call honeft and ingeni- the Men ivbofi 
J d|^ Men ; and the Idea%of thefe puts me out Fami/iahty is 
'Conceit with others. This, if rightly con- '^'•rth fteking, 
dy is the rareft of our Charaders, and a Character 
rtich is chiefly owing to Nature. The End of this Com- 
^ is fimply private Friendfhip, frequent Vifits and 
rence, the Correfpondence of Souls without other 
_ ntage. In our Difcourie all Subjefts are alike to me, 
p. flPoitnot whether there be Weight or Depth in it. There 
endpftill a Grace and Pertinence in it. The whole is tinftur'd 
a Judgment mature and fteddy, and mi.x*d with good 
rc, Franknefs, Chearfulnefs, and Friendlhip. *Tis 
only in difcourfing on the Aflfairs of Kings and States, 
our Underftanding dilplays its Beauty and Force, but 
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It (Irw? it M much in private Confabulation. I know 
V9\\A\. niy I'f^nplc mran, even by their Silence and Smiles, 
ntwl fliliovrr them l^ettcr perhaps at Table than at the 
C'fMUifil. mppnmnchus faid juftly, that he knew good 
A/VnlU'n by c»nly feeing them walk in the Streets. If 
l,pnnunp;\vill pirafe to bear a Part in our Conference, it 
will MotW iTJr(5ted \ not the magifterial, imperious, and 
imprniiirnt Kind, as is generally us'd, but that which is 
fubcmiiniKr and docile in itfclf. All we intend by it is to 
paf.R ;uv;«y the Time, for at the Hour of being inftru£ted 
flnd pir.K hM to, wc will go feck it in its Throne. May it 
I'ondrlirnd r<> favour us for this once if it pleafe -, for as ufe- 
ful and defirablc as it is, I prcftmpofe that tho' wc m^t 
want it wc rouM well enough dilpenfe with it, and do ow 
Bxifmei's without it. A IVilon of good Breeding, and us*d 
ro i'onverfc with Mankind, will naturally be agreeabk to 
f vciy \\\\y. Art is nothing but the Counter-part and Re- 
giftor of what fuoh Souls produce. 

. , The Convcrfation of fine, well-bred Wo* 
^f^^*^"^^''' men is alio to me a fwect Enjoyment. Nm 

nos q¥oquc oaibs eru^tos biAemus *, i. e. ftr 
wr alio are vors'd in the Art of Ogling, If the Sod 
has not lb much Fnicyment in this as in the firf, 
the N\dily Senl3?s, which likewifc have the greaeeft 
Shan^ of rhis, redore it to a Proportion near to the other, 
h«M in my <'>pinion not quite. 'Tis a Commerce however, 
whoreina Man had neeci be a little upon his Guard, and 
cfnet'ially rhote of a vigorous Conftirution, as mine is. In 
mv ^>^rh I cor a Scald hv it. anH fuffer'd all the Ta^ 
nvnfx whv^h the Poets fav will hanoen to thofe who run 
into rhivCoiTimercc. without Order and Judgment. ^Ti& 
t^\\c this S^'onrgo taugh: rr»e more Wir. 

f^vir^im,v4: -Ir^oticil di cUfi: C^harea ^igx/. 

Sensor- '7/ Kut>oic« '^jekx rtteyatu: aouis "i", \ 

'^"■"'v'^ Sr}r that vou'c no: ar.Zapbsrru: rcxi. 

\N. i«'^ ^ UiR tr." ::urrr: Streigh: tc fnun. 

'T-- ^1^*^,r^e1s ro fix a Mar.V Thoughts wholly unon sl 
5-M fr . ^.'-c-Jirc ir. i: wi:h z. fuhous an*: ladiJirec: Ai?echari i 

be 

T^aradox. vet ^ Ow. TnL.>ib. ^.II- \ 
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but on the other Hand, to be concerned in it 7/ out^ht n, h 
without true Lx)ve, and without the Attach- ^//^W ay//* 
ment of the Will, like Comedians, to play a ^'^-^^rity. 
Part that is made common by Time and Cuftom, without 
I contributing any Thing of his own to it but Words ; 'tis 
• indeed providing for his Safety, but withal in as fcandalous 
a Manner as he that abandons his Honour or his Profit, or 
his Pleafure, for fear of Danger. For 'tis certain that from 
foch a Proceeding no Fruit can be expefted to fatisfy an 
hooeft Soul. A Man cannot take a real Pleafure in the En* 
joyment of what he has not in good earneil defir'd ; and 
tlus I fay, tho' Fortune fhou'd be fo unjuft as to favour 
their Diflimulation, which often happens, becaufe there is 
none of the Sex, tho' as ugly as the Devil, who does no( 
think herielf very amiable, who does not think hcrfelf pre- 
ferable, eitJier for her Youth, her Hair, or her Gait (for 
with the ugly Women it is univerfally the fame as with tho& 
that are handfbme) and the Bracbman Viigins, who have 
no other Recommendation, but that of the common Cry- 
er, who calls the People togethei*, come forth into the 
^uare to expofe their matrimonial Parts, to try if thefe at 
feaft aj:« not tempting enough to procure them Huifbands. 
Confequently there i§ not one who does not eafily fu£Fcr 
herlelf to be engaged by the firft Vow that is made to ferve 
her. Now, from this Treachery fo common in the Men 
of this Age, it muft needs happen, as we have already 
fen by Experience, viz. that the Women rally and re-unite 
Aemfclves on Purpofe to avoid us, or elfe form their Ranks 
% the Example we give them, play tloeir Part of the 
Jarce, and give Way to this Negociation without Paffion, 
Gfure, or Love. Neque affe5luiJuo cut alieno obnoxia *, i. e. 
Kdther Slaves to their own Paffion, nor to that of another 
Pcrfon -, believing, according to the Perfuafion of Lyfiai 
'^.PlatOj that they may with the more Advantage and Con- 
Vtmence furrender tbemfelves up to us the lefs we love 'em. 
The Refult will be as it is in Comedies, where the Audi- 
ftcehas as much, or more Pleafure than the Aftors, For 

my 

p0Il4|* Tadiiis*s Annal. lib. xiii. c. 45. where the Hillorian fpeaks only of 
Ptffea, the Wife ofNrro, the perfe^ Model of Cocyiciuy* 
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my part, I have no more notion of a Venus without ^ 
Cupid, than of a Mother without a Child. They are what 
mutually lend and owe their Exiftence to one another. 
Therefore this Cheat rebounds upon the Perfon that com- 
mits it ; to whom indeed *tis of little or no Expence, nor 
on the other Hand, does he get any Thing by it of Value. 
They who have made Venus a Goddefs, have taken no- 
tice that her chief Beauty was incorporeal and fpiritual 5 but 
the Venus whom thefe People court is not fo much as hu- 
man, nor even brutal, but fo very grofs and terreftrial, that 
the very Beads will not accept her. We fee that Imagina- 
tion and Defire often heats and ftimulates them before the 
Body does : We fee in both the Sexes, that in the Herd, 
they make Choice and Trial of their Affeftions, and that 
they have ^among themfelves an Acquaintance of old good 
WUl. Even thofe which old Age has deprived of bodily 
Strength, do yet tremble, neigh, and twitter for Love, 
We fee them before the Faft, full of Hope and Heat ; an4 
when the Body has play'd its Part, ftill tickled with the 
Iweet Remembrance of it ; and we fee fome Animals that 
fwell with Pride after the Performance, and being tired 
and fatiated, do yet, by Vociferation, expreis a trium- 
phant Joy. He that has nothing to do, but only to dif- 
charge his Body of a natural Neceffity, need not find Em- 
ployment for another by fuch curious Preparations. This 
is not Food for a coarfe hoggifli Appetite. 
MontaigneV As one who does not defire to be thought 
^afti in bis better than I am, I ftiall now tell of the Follies 
Jmurs. of jj^y Youth. I have feldom been adcjifted 

to mercenary and common Embraces, not only for my 
Health's Sake (and yet with all my Care I had two Mit 
chances, tho' they were flight Forerunners) bpt alfo from 
a Contempt of what was vulgar and venal. I chofe to 
heighten this Pleafure by Difficulty, by Defire, and a cer- 
tain kind of Vanity : And I was of the Emperor Tiberiufs 
♦ Mind, who, in his Amours, was as much fniitten with 
Modefty and an honourable Extraflion, as with any other 
Quality ; and of the Tafte of Flora^ the Courtezan f, who 

never 

* Tad/. AdpaL lib. vi. c. i. + After having turn'd oyer many Books 
/m fearch of Montaigni% Authority for tiai* S\ot^» 1 lovxtwi \u UofUi 
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never proftituted hcrfelf to lefs than a Diftator, i, Conful, 
or a Cenfor ; and folac'd herielf in the Dignity of her 
Lovers. Certainly Pearl and Tiflue, Titles and Atten- 
dants, add fbmething to the PJeafure. 

As for the reft, I had a great liking to Wit, p^^^^^ ^^^. 
provided the Body was not exceptionable. For tits prefer abli 
to conieis the Truth, if either of thefe two '« jimours to 
Beauties muft of Neceffity be wanting, I fhouM ^^{^f ^^' 
prefer the Perfonal before the Rational. The 
latter is of ufe in better Things ; but in the Subjeft of 
Love, a Subjcfl: in which the Senfes of Seeing and Feel- 
ing are chiefly concerned, fomething may be done without 
the Charms of the Mind, but without thofc of the Body 
nothing. Beauty is the true Advantage of the Women, 
and (o peculiarly theirs, that what we have, tho* it requires 
other Features to render it fuch, is only in its beft State 
when *tis puerile and beardlefs, and blended with theirs. 
Tis faid that thofe preferred to the Service of the Grand 
Signior, on the Score of their Beauty, who are of an infi- 
nite Number, are difmifs*d at 22 Years of Age at the 
fartheft. Reafon, Prudence, and the Offices of Friend- 
fliip, are more commonly found among the Men ; and 
therefore they govern the Affairs of the World. 

The two forts of Commerce, or Converfati- Of Reading, or 
on, which we have mentioned, viz. that with ^^^^irdMtof 
Men by a free and familiar Converfation, and ^"^'v^''^"- 
that with Women by Love, are accidental, and dependent 
on another. The one does not occur fo often as it were to 
be wifh'd 5 the other decays with Age ; fo that they cou*d 
never have been fufficient for the Neceffities of my Life. 
That with Books, which is the third, is much more fure, 
and more within our Power. It yields to the former in the 
Whcr Advantages but has Conftancy and Readinefs of Ser- 
vice for its fble Share. It accompanies me, and is affifling 

Vol. m. E to 



that 'tis Brantomty who in his Lives, Des Femmes Galantes^ 
I, p.' 31 J, &c. fays that the Courtezan Flora was of a good Family 
,W Lineage $ and that, whereas Ltds was a common Proiticuce to all 
lUrind, Flora only obliged the Great, infomach that fhe had this In- 
^.fcoBCioa over her Door, * Ye Kings, Princes^ Dilators, Confuls, 
Jk ^XtstSan^ Fontifis, Queftors, AmbalTadors^ and other great Mtn, cti« 
S%* 1v and welcome ; but no others. * 
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to me wherever I gp : It comforts me in old Agp and Soli- 
tude ; it eafes me of the Weight of idle Time, and deli- 
vers me at any Hour from difagreeable Company ; and it 
blunts the Edge of Pain, if it be not extreme, and has 
not the intire Pofleffion of me. To divert myfelf from an 
uneafy Thought, 'tis but to run to my Books ; they prc- 
fently^ drive it out of my Mind, by turning its Attention to 
them : And tho* they fee that I only have Recourfe to them 
for want of other more real, natural, and lively Benefits, 
they do not refled on me for it, but always receive me with 
the fame Countenance, He nuy well go on Foot^ they fay, 
who leads bis Horfe in his Hand. And our JameSy King of 
Naples and Sicily^ who, while handfome, young, and 
healthy, caused himfelf to be carry'd up and down in a 
Hand-barrow, upon a forry Mattrafs, drefs'd in a Veft of 
grey Cloth, and a Cap of the fame ; yet attended in great 
Royal Pomp with Horfe- Litters, led Horfes of all torts. 
Gentlemen and Officers ; put on an Aufterity that was ef- 
feminate and unfteady. The fick Man is not to be pity'd 
who has his Cure in his Pocket. In the Experience and 
Pradice of this, which is a very true Sentence, confifts all 
the Benefit which I receive from Books \ and yet in fa6t I 
make as little ufe of 'em, in a manner, as they who know 
them not. I enjoy them as Mifers do their Hoards, by 
knowing that I have them to ufe when I pleafe. With this 
Right of Pofleffion my Mind is fatisfy'd, and at reft. I 
never travel without my Books, be it in Time of War or 
of Peace ; yet fometimes, for feveral Days or Months, I 
don*t look into them. I will read by and by, I fay to my- 
felf, or to-morrow when I am in the Humour. Mean 
while the Time runs away without any Inconvenience to 
me 5 for 'tis impoffible to fay how tranquil and eafy I am 
in this Confideration, that I have them by me, to divert 
myfelf with them whenever I pleafe ; and in the Thought 
of what an Affiftance'they are to me in Life.~This is the 
beft Viaticum I have yet known for this mortal Pilgrimage, 
and I extremely pity thofe Men of Underftanding who arc 
unprovided with it ; and yet I rather accept of any other 
Kind of every other Amufement, be it ever fo light, be- 
caufe this cannot fail me. 

When 
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When I am at home I the oftner vifit my ^ieSituatientf 
Library, from which I at once furvey all the Montaigne'/ 
Operations of my Family. 'Tis over the En- ^'^'■'''^• 
trance int6 my Houfe, from whence I have a View under 
me of my Coiurt- Yards and Garden, and of moft of the 
Offices of my Houfc. There I turn over one Book, then 
another, on various Subje<5ls, without Order, and without 
Deflgn. One while I ruminate, another while I copy and 
diftate, as I walk to and fro, fuch Whimfies as thefe in my 
Eflays. 'Tis in the third Story of a Tower, of which tho 
firft is my Chapel, the fecond a Chamber with its Clofets, 
where I often lye to be retired ; above it is a great Ward- 
robe. This was fornlerly the moft ufelefs Part of my 
Houfe. I there pafs away the moft of the Days of my Life, 
and moft of the Hour& in the Day, but am never there at 
Nighc. At the End of it there is a very neat Clofet, with 
pliralantWindow-Li^ts, and a Fire-place. And was I 
not more afraid of the Trouble than of the Expence, the 
Trouble, which drives me from all Application to Bufineis^ 
I cou'd eafilv join to it on each Side, and on the fame Floor, 
a Gallery or I GO Paces in Length, and 12 in Breadth; 
there being Walls already rais'd, tho' for another Defign, 
to the Height that is requifite. Every retired Place fhou'd 
have a Walk in it. For if I fit ftill my Thoughts fleep. My 
Fancy does not operate fo well as when 'tis put in Motion 
by that of my Legs. They who ftudy without a Book are 
all in the fame Condition. The Form of my Study is 
round, and has no more Level than what is taken up by 
my Table and Chair ; fo that the Curb prefents me with a 
View of all my Books in 5 Rows of Shelves, quite round 
me. It has 3 noble and free Profpefts, and is 1 6 Paces 
in the Diameter. I am not fo continually there in the 
Winter, for my Houfe is pprch'd upon an Eminence, as its 
Name imports, and this Part of it is moft exposM to the 
Wind, which pleafes me the better, for not being fo eafy of 
Accels, and a little remote, as well for the Benefit of Ex- 
ercifc as for being more retired. 'Tis there that I am in 
my Kingdom, as we fay ; and there I endeavour to render 
myfelf fole Monarch, and to fequefter this Corner from 
dl' Society, conjugal, filial, and civil. Every where elfe I 
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have but a verbal Authority, and of a confufed Eflence. 
Miferable is that Man, in my Opinion, who has no Place 
at home where to be by himfelf, where to entertain himfelf 
alone, or to conceal himfelf from others. Ambition fuf- 
ficiently plagues its Profelytes by keeping them always in 
Shew, like a Statue in a Market-place, Magna feruitus eft 
magna Fortuna *, i. e. A great Fortune is a great Slavery. 
They have fcarce a Retirement for the Neceffities of Na- 
ture. I have thought nothing fo fevcre, in the Aufterity 
of Life which our Friars affeft, as what I fee in Ibme of 
their Fraternities j namely, to have a perpetual Society of 
Place by Rule, and numerous Affiftants among them in 
every A6tion whatever -, and I think it fomewhat more to- 
lerable to be always alone, than never to befo. 

ne Mu/es are ^^ ^"7 ^^^ ^^^ ^^ "^^> ^^^ *^^ underva- 
ihe Sporty and luing the Mufcs to make ufe of them only 
Paftime of the for Mirth and Paftime, I fhall fay he does 
^^' not know the Value of Pleafure, Play, and 

Paftime^ fo well as I do ; I live from Hand to Mouth, 
and, with Reverence be it fpoken, I only live for myfelf ; 
in That all my Defigns terminate. I ftudy*d, when young, 
for the Sake of Oftentation, afterwards for Wifdom, and 
now for my Recreation, but never for Gain, A vain and 
prodigal Longing I had for this Sort of Furniture, to fup- 
ply my own Neceflity, and moreover to drefs and adorn 
myfelf with it ; but I have long fince wean'd myfelf of 
it. 

^he htconueni' Books have many charming Qualities to 
€ndei attached fuch as know how to chufe them •, but there's 
to the Pleafure no Good without its Evil. This is a Pleafiirc, 
ivhicb Books ^Q^ jj^Q^ pure and untainted than others ; it 

^'^^' has its Inconveniencies, and great ones too. 

The Soul is exercised in it, but the Body, the Care of 
which I ought not to forget, remains in the mean Time 
without Adtion, grows heavy and ftupid. I know of no 
Excefs more prejudicial to me, or more to be avoided in 
this my declining Age. Thus have I given you my three 
favourite, and particular Occupations. I fpeak not of 
the Duties 1 owe to Mankind by civil Obligation. . ' 

C H A P. ^ 

f Senec. Confolatio ad, Polybium, c. 26. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Diverfion. 

I Was once cmploy*d to confolc a Lady, who was truly 
aflli&ed y for ipoft of their Mournings are afieded and 
ceremonious. 

Uberibus femper lacbrymiSj femperque paratiSy 
Jn ftatiane fudy atque expeSiantibus illam^ 
^ojubtat manare modo *. 

They always have a Dam for prefcnt ule. 
Ready prepared wheneVe they draw the SluicCi^ 
On leaft Pretence of Joys, or Griefs, or Fears, 
To fally out in falfe diflembling Tears. 

'Tis going the wrong way to work to op- 7-^^ UfifUmfi 
pofe this Paflion, for Oppofition does but irri- of admimftring 
tate it, and make them tnore forrowfiil. The l>i'vtrjun Sy 
Evil is cxafperated by the Warmth of Argu- y^^/Cem- 
ment. We fee in common Difcourfe, that '^^ ' 
what flips unguardedly from a Man, if another goes to 
controvert it, the former takes it in Dudgeon, and jufti- 
fies what he had faid ; efpeci^Uy if it be a Matter wherein 
he is interefted. And befides, in fo doing, you enter upon 
your Work in a rough Manner ; whereas the firft Vifits of 
a Phyiician, to his Patient, ought to be gentle, gay, and 
pleaiant. Never did any iU-look'd, fullen Phyucian do 
any Thing to Purpofe. On the contrary therefore a Man 
muft, in order to make his Way, footh the Patients Com- 
plaints, and exprefs ibme Approbation and Excufe for 
them. By this Difcretion you g^n Credit to proceed far- 
ther ; and, by an eafy and infenfible Gradation, vou fall 
into a Reaibning that is more folid and pn^r tor their 
Cure. I, whofe chief Aim it was to deceive thofe By- 
fianders who had their Eyes fix'd upon me, thought fit to 
palliate the Difeafe ^ tho' indeed I find, by Experience, that 

E 3 I 
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I have an awkward and unlucky Hand at Perfuafion. My 
Arguments are either too poignant, too dry, or too bkint, 
and lifelefs. After I had for a while apply'd myfclf to 
her Grievance, I did not attempt to cure it by ftrong and 
lively Arguments, either becaufe I had them not to ufe, 
or becaufe I thought to gain my Point better another Way ; 
neither did I fet about the Choice of the various Method 
of Confolation prefcrib*d by Philofophy ; as that what we 
complain of is no Evil, according to Cleantbcs * •, that 'tis 
a flight Evil, as the Peripatetics fay -, that to complain thus 
is neither juft nor laudable, according to Cbryfippus •, nor 
the Method prefcrib'd by Epicurus^ more fuitable to my 
Tafle viz. fliifting the Thought from Things that arc at- 
fiifting to thofe that are plealant -, nor like Cicero.^ to malce 
a Colleftion of all thefe together, in order to difpenfe them 
occafionally : But, by foftly weakening the Force of my 
Arguments, and turning them by Degrees fometirhes to 
Su^edts nearer to the prefent Cafe, and at other Times to 
thofe that were a little more remote ; according as (he at- 
tended the n)or^ tq me, I infenfibly deprived her of hcF 
Sorrow, and kept her calm and quite compos'd as long as 
I was witTi her, I diverted the Complaint ; but they who 
(Ucceeded me in the l^me Seiirice found no Amendment in 
her, for I had not gone to the Root. 
^'he Mfthod cf P<^f adventure I may have glanc'd eMewherc 
dilertlng thi o^ fome Kind of public Diverfions : And 
£nen^, employ* the Pradlicc. of military Diverfions, which 
sdfiucefsfuUyin p^ricles madfi ufe of in the Pelspotmefian War, 
Z'^Mi^ and of a thoufand more fuch in other Places, 
goct tons. ^^^ drawing off the Enemy's Fcvrces from a 
Country, is too frequent in Hiftory. 'Twas an ingenious 
Stratagem by which the Siiur de HitnbercQurt f fav'd both 
himfelf and others, in th? City of Liege^ when the Duke 
pf Bufrgun^y who be&gM it, made him enter into it to 
execute the Ankles that were agreed to for the Surrender of 
it. The Towns-people, who aflembled in the Night for 
x^t Purpofe, be^an to mutiny againft the Agreement, and 
niany oi them re lolv'd to Fall ibul upon. the Negociators of 

* C/r^. Tufc. Queft, l|b. iit ^, y . . \ Youvall find this Story at full 
Zen£;ch in the McmOiri of PUnp dc Cmimsy \\\). \\, c, •*:,. 
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it, whom thqr had in thdr Power. He feeling the Guft of 
this firft Storm of the People, who were about rufhing in- 
to his Quarters to kill him luddenly, fcnt out two of the In- 
habitants of the City to them (for he had fome of them then 
prefent with him) to make an Offer to the Town-Council 
of frelh, and more favourable Terms, which he had 
fram'd on the Spot for the prefent Occafion. Thefe two 
Men diverted the firft Storpi, by the Repair of the enrag'd 
Rabble to the Town-Houfe, to hear and confider of the 
Subjedl of their Commiflion. The Deliberation was (horr, 
and fo a fecond Storm arofe with as much Fury as the 
other ; whereupon he dilpatch'd four frelh Mediators, of 
the fame Quality, to them, protefting that they had now 
better Conditions to offer to them, and fuch as wou^d give 
them intire Content and Satisfadtion j by which Means the 
People were again reprcfs*d. In Ihort, by thus diverting 
their Fury with fuch a Contrivance of Amufements, 
as made them fpend it in vain Confutations, by which it 
was at laft laid afleep \ he fpun out the Affair to another 
Day, which was the principal Thing he wanted. 

TTiis other Story is alfo of the fame Stamp, j/^ Aulanta 
Volant a, a Virgin -of excelling Beauty, and itw diwened^ 
admirable Texture of Body, in order to difen- ^^ *^f^l ^" 
gage herfelf fnDm athoufand, or more Suit- /^«^'^^««^«''- 
ws, who courted her in Marriage, Ihe proposed this Con- 
dition to them, that the wou'd accept of him for a Huf- 
bmd that fhou'd equal her in running, provided * that they 
who came Ihort of her fhou*d be put to Death. There 
were enough who thought the Prize very well worth fuch 
a Rifque, and who fuffer'd the Penalty of this cruel Bar- 
gain. IBppomanes^ being to make Trial after the others, 
invok'd the tutelar Goddefs of his amorous Paffion, and 
knplor'd her Alfiftance, who, hearing his Petition, fur- 
mfii'd him with three golden Apples, and an Inftrufliion 
how to ufe them. The Field on wliich they ran being 
quite open, as foon as Hippoinanes perceiv'd his Miftrefs 

E 4 clofe 
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dofe at his Heels, he, as if by Inadvertency, let fall one 
of the Apples, the Beauty of which was fo tempting to 
the Virgin, that ihe fail'd pot to turn out of the Way to 
take it up. 

Ohftupuit virgOy nitidique eupidinepomi 
JDecUnat curfus^ aurumque volubile tollit *. 

The nimble Virgin, dazzled to behold 
The Ihining Apple rolling on the Mold, 
3topp'd her Career to feize the tempting Gold. 

He did the fame, when he faw himfelf hard prefs*d, by 
the 2d and 3d Apples, till, by thus diverting her, and 
making her go often out of her Way, he won the Race. 
^heD' Ron When Phyficians cannot purge off a Ca- 
of thel^nTtQ tarrh, they divert apd turn it to fome other 
other O^eas a lefs dangerous Part. And I find alfo that this 
vfeful Method is (he moft prdinary Pradlice for Difeafes of 

times to be drawn off to other Thoughts, 
J^urfuits, Cares, and Occupations, ai)d muft often be cur- 
ed, like fick Perfons, by the change of Place -f. It gives 
a little Joftle to a Man's Diforders ; it neither piakes him 
fuftain, nor diminilh their Attack, and on}y n^^kes him 
decline and turn out of the Way from it, 
It belongs only This Other Leffon is too fublime and too 
/<»flSojcratcs/(i difficult. *Tis for Men of the firft Clals to 
be familiar paufe upon, confidcr, and judge of it. It 
wtb Death, t)elongs only to a Socrates^ not to changg Coun- 
tenance when he looks at Death, but to grow familiar, and 
to fport with it. He feeks for no Comfort but what he 
expe(3;s ffom that. To die appears to him a natural and 
indifferent Accident. 'Tis thereon that he fixes his Sight 
^nd Refolutioq, withoijt looking elfewhere. 
}yhat induct The Difcipjes of fJegefias^ who anally 
the pifciples of ftarv*d themlelves to Death, and were ani- 
Hcgefia»/^<^. mated to it by the fine Language of his In- 

££i ^oflife ^^^^^^^ >^hich was fo powerful that King 
jr " V \fh p^qiQffi^ forbad him to entertain his Followers 

any 
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any more with fuch homicide Dodh'ines * ; thofe Difciples, I 
£siy, do not confider Death in itfdf, nor do they judge of it. 
'Tis not on that they fix their Thoughts ; they . run ttVi 
wards, and aim at a new Being. 

Thofe poor Wretches that we fee brought ^^^ Vi# 
upon a Scaffold, full of ardent Devotion \ and owing to m 
therein employing all their Senfes as far as ^irmne/jofSoMl 
poffible, their Ears to the Inftruftions given '^ fJ'l^ie 
them, their Eyes and Hands lifted up to Hea- ^nal^affoU 
yen, and their Voices employed in loud Pray- gin)e w»y to 
ers, with a vehement and continual Emotion, ^^*«^' ^^ts of 
do Things doubtlefs which are laudable and ^'^'^'*''^' 
proper for fuch a Neceffity. We ought to commend them 
for their Devotion, but not properly for their Conftancy. 
They fliun the Encounter, they turn Death out of their 
Thoughts, and amufethemfelveswith fome Trifle or other, 
as Children are amus'd when a Surgeon goes to prick them 
with the Lancet. I have feen Ibme who, when they have 
happened to look down upon thofe dreadful Inflruments of 
D^th that are. near them, have fainted, and furioufly 
tuni'd their Thoughts another Way. Thofe who arc to 
be cafl fiiom a frightful Precipice, are advis'd cither to fhut 
their Eyes, or turn them to another Side. 

Subrius Flavins j the General, being, by Ne- <rbe Confiancy 
rtfs Command, to be put to Death, and by e/fS^hnus Fia- 
the Hands of Niger^ another General, when v»u»»>/ ^ be 
ihcy led him to tTie Place of Execution, Ki- Z7Jt!df* ' 
vim perceiving the Hollow that Niger had 
caus'd to be i^adc for his Neck, to be too badly contrived, 
iaid, to the Soldiers, who were prefent. Neither is this ac^ 
0rding to military Di/dpline. And when Niger exhorted him 
to keq> his Head fteddy. Do you hut Jirikey faidjie, asfied^ 
£fy -f. A^d he was right in his Guefs, for Niget^ Arm 
trembled, lb that he made feveral Strokes at his Neck be- 
fpre he cut oflf his Head. This NJan indeed feems to have 
lad his Thoughts fteddily fix'd on the Subjeft. 

• Valcr. Max. lib. viil. c. 9. Gc. Tufc. Queft. lib. i. c. 34 f Tacit, 
kmL lib- XV. c. 67, 
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Whtthir Men ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^" ^ Battle, Sword in Hand» 
think much of neither thinks, apprehends, nor confiders of 
t^iMtbinaBat' Death, being diverted from the Idea of it by 
tie or a Duel, ^^it Heat of the Battle. An honcft Man of 
my Acquaintance falling down by a Thruft in a Combat, 
and receiving 9 or lo Slabs from his Adverfary as he lay 
ftretch'd on the Ground, every one prefent call'd out to him 
to examine his Confcience ^ but he told m& afterwards that 
tho' he heard what they faid, it nothing mov'd hin^, and 
that he thought of nothing but how to difengage hinofel^ 
and be reveng'd. Hekill'd hi3 Man in that fame Rencounten 
He who brought L. Syllanus *, the Sentence of his Death 
did him very gjreat Service, forafmuch as that having heard 
his Anfwer f, ^b(it he was well prepared to diey btH ml iy 
the Hand of an E^fecutioner^ he rufh'd upon him with h^ 
Soldiers, when he, being quite unarmed, de&nded himfelf 
obftinately with his Fifts and Feet, till he received fo many 
Wounds that he was killed, after having> by this ibdden 
Frenzy, diflipated the painful Apprehenfion of the linger- 
ing Death for which he was defign'd. 
-, We always think of fomething elfc -, either 

Cftjy^^^s ^^^ Expedation of a better Life lays hold of 
tjohuh hinder us US, and fupports US, Or. the Hopes of the 
from thinking Valour of Qur Children, or of thcHonour that 
^^^^h 0/ -will be hereafter done to our Names, or the 
^^ ' Flight, from the Evils of this World, or the 

Vengeance that threatens thofc who are the Authors of our 
Death. Poor Hido lays,. 

Spcro equidem mediisj ft quidpia numina pojjunty 
Supplhia baufurumfcopulisy et nomine Dido 
S^e vocaturum. 

« « «• . 4t m, » 

Aidiam : el h^c mams veniet mibifamafub imos |{. 

Sure if the Gods have any Pow'r at all. 
Split on the Rocks, thou wilt on Dido^ call ; 
But call in vain : Thy Shipwreck I Ihall know 
By Fame conveyed me to the Shades below. 

Xenspbm 

• Taafus calls him Lucius Silanus^ AnMl.\\\j. \^, c. T • ^ "toctt . kLr 
na/, lib. xvi. c. 9, || Virgil &W\^. \&. iv. ^. -^x^ ^^* 
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Xenfipbm was facrificing, with a Crown upon bis Head, 
when News was brought to him of the Death of his Son 
Gfyllusj (lain at the Battle of Mantinea *. At the firft In- 
telligence of it he took off his Crown, and threw it on the 
Ground ; but hearing, in the Sequel of the Narrative, 
how valiantly he fell, he took it up^ and replaced it on his 
Ifead. Epicurus himfelf, at his Death, comforts himfelf 
by. the Coniideration of the Utility and Eternity of his 
Writings. Omnes clari et nobilitati lalores^ fiunt tolerabiles^ 
f h e. All Works that are illuftrious and renowned are to 
be bom with. And the fame Wound, the fame Fatigue- 
are not equally intolerable, as Xempbcn fays, to a General 
of an Army and a common Soldier. Epaminondas died 
with much more Chearfulnefs when he was informed that 
ViAory hsui declar*d for him. Hsc funt frlatia^ hsc fth- 
waUa fummnrum dolarum ||« Thefe are the Lenitives, thefe 
the Fomentations of the greateft Sorrows. And other Cir- 
.cumftances of the like Kind amufe and entertain us, anA 
turn ofF our Confideration of the Thing in itfelf. Even 
the Argumen ts of Philofophy are always edging and glan- 
cing on the Subjed):, without fcarce touching the exterior 
Part. The greateft Man of the chief School of Philofo- 
phy, which fuperintended the others, I mean the great 
Zeno^ forms thefe Syllogifms with reipefb to Death and 
Drunkennefs. Nullum malum gkriofum eft\ mors autemglo- 
thfa eft ; mars ergo non eft malum §, i. e. No Evil is hon- 
ourable ; but Death is honourable ; therefore Death is not 
an Evil. Nobody trufts a drunken Man with a Secret, but 
any one will tnift a wife Man ; therefore no wife Man is a 
Drunkard. Is this hitting the Mark ? I am pleas'd to fee 
that thefe firft-rate Geniufes cannot diveft themfelves of their 
Fellowfhip with us. With all ;heir pretended Ferfedions 
they are frill but flupid Mortals. 

Revenge is a fweet Paifion, and ftrongly TbeWay^taMf- 
ipprinted in Nature. I fee it plainly, the* .1 fiM' « in^isnt 
have no Experience of it. To divert a young ^^&^fi^^^ 
iPrince fromi it latelyj^ 1, did not offer tQ fay, '^^^ 

that 

'I • Valet Max. lib. V. $ 10. f Ck. Tu/c. Qucft. lib. ii. c i; ^ Cic. 
\ Tafc. Qpcft 2/& />: c 24. f Sfffff. EpUt: 82, 83. 
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that, to tlieMan wto had fmote bim on one Cheek, he ' 
(hou*d turn the other alfo, in Obedience to Charity, ; nor 
did I endeavour to fet before him the tragical Events which 
Poetry afcribcs to this Paflion. I did not meddle with his 
Paffion, but try*d, for a Fancy, to give him a Relifh of 
the Beauty of a contrary Quality ; and, by reprefenting 
the Honour, Favour, and good Will, which he wou'd ac- 
quire by good Nature, I gave his Mind a Turn to Ambiti- 
on. Thus I carr/d my Point. 

ne Vftfulnefs ^^ Y^^^ Affeftion in the Article of Love 
of making fucha be too ftrong, difperfe it, fay they ; and they 
hiverfionintbe are pcrfcftly right, for I myfelf have often 
fajftonofh^e. ^^^^ j^ ^j^j^ Advantage. Break it into Defirci 

pf various Kinds, of which, if you pleafe, there may be 
pne Regent and Paramount -, but, for fear left it fliou*d ty- 
rannize and domineer over you, weaken, and give it fomc 
Paufe, by dividing and diverting it. 

Cum morpfa vago Jingultiet inguine vena *. 
Conjicio humor em coUeSum in corpora quaque -f « 

When one Amour engrojflcs all thy Mind 
Difcharge thy Loins on all the leaky Kind : 
For that's a wifer Way than to reftrain 
Within thy fwelling Nerves, that Hoard of Pain. 

And look to*t in Time, left it prove too troublefbme to 
deal with when it has once got Pofteffion of you. 

Si non prima mvis conturbes vulnera plagis^ 
Folgivagaque vagus Venere ante recentia cures* 

Unlefs you fancy ev*ry one you view. 
Ramble in Love, and cure old Wounds by new. 

^Tisf^fflhletohe \ was once difturb'd by a ftrong PafHon, ac- 
^^pSo»1 ^^^^^^% ^ n?y natural Temper, tho* not fo 
tht Mecm of Vehement as juft •, and peradventure had been 
mmttber. Undone by it if I had merely trufted to my own 

Strength. 

9 P$rf Sat. 6, V. 7 5« \ L«cret . V V"^ • \^ V.^\ 
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Strength. Having need of a powerful Diverfidn to draw 
me out of it, I grew amorous by Art and by Stuciy, 
wherein I was aflifted by my Youth. Love relieved me 
and refcued me from the Evil, which was brought upon 
me by Friendlhip. 'Tis the fame in every other Cafe. If 
a violent Imagination pofleflcs me, I think it the fliorter 
Way to change than to conquer it. I depute one at leaft 
difierent from it, if not contrary to it. Variation does al- 
ways relieve, difiblve, and diflipate. If I cannot encoun- 
ter with it, I elcape from it, and, in avoiding it, I flip out 
of the Way, and ufc Craft. By Ihifting of Places, Bu- 
finefs, and Company, I hide myfelf in the Crowd of other 
Amufements and Sentiments, where it lofcs the Trace of 
me, and wanders out of my Way. 

In this manner Nature proceeds, by the Aid How Time 
of Inconftancy ; for the Time (he has given us ^''Ci *' ^*^ , 
for the fovercign Cure of our Paffions, gains ^'^*'' 
its EfFedts chiefly by reafon that fupplying our Imagination 
with a fuperfoeution of Objedls, it loofens and diflTolvci 
the firft Apprehenfion how ftrong foever. A wife Man 
vifits his dying Friend alnoofl: as much at the End of 25 
Years as in the firft Year -, and, according to Epicurus^ al- 
together as much, for he did not think the Forefight of 
Troubles, or their Antiquity, an Alleviation of them. But 
fo many other Thoughts run acrofs this that it languiflies, 
and is at length weary'd out. 

AUibiades ♦, in order to take off the Fond- TbtlTaytodif* 
xxk of the People for common Reports, cut -^^'^ common 
off the Ears and Tail of his beautiful Dog, ^^^'^^^^ 
and turn*d him out of Doors, on Purpofe to give them a 
Subjefl: for Difcourfe, inftead of prating of his other Ac- 
tions. For this fame Purpofe of mifleading the Opinions, 
Conjefhires, and Converfation of the People, I have alfo 
ten fome Women conceal their real Afi^eftions by fuch as 
icre counterfeit. Nay, I have feen one who has coun- 
lerfeited fo long that Ihe has in good earneft dropped the 
tod and original Love, and been captivated by the feign'd 

one : 

; • Plutarch^ in the Life of Aldhlades^ fays, this Dog coft him 700 
' Cnmnsy and chat his Tail was his greateH Beauty. 
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one : And by her I found that they who know thcif 
Affedtions well plac'd, arc Fools to confent to fuch a Dif* 
guife. The public Reception, and Entertainments beii^ 
referv'd for fuch pretended humble Servants, a Man may 
conclude him to be no Conjurer if he does not in thfc End 
put himfelf into your Place, and fend you to his. This is 
properly to cut out, and make a Shoe for another to wear^ 
J fmall Matter ^ l^"!^ Thing difengageS and puts us afide; 
iither engages, for a fmall Matter engages us; Wc do not 
«r difengages confider Subjefts, in the Grofs, and Single in 
the Mmd. themfelves : We are fmitten with minute and 
fuperficial Circumilances, or Images, and with the infig* 
nificant Parings of Subjefts. 

FoUiculos ut nunc teretes ajiate cicada 
Linquunt *. 

Such as the hollow Hufks or Bags wfe find 
That Butterflies in Summer leave behind. 

Plutarcb\i\m{t\i -^ laments his Daughter for the Monkey- 
tricks fhe play*d in her Infancy. The Remembrance oi a 
t*arewel, a particular Aftion or Favour, or of a final Re- 
commendation, afflifts us. The Sight of Cafar's Robe 
troubled all Rome^ which was more than his Death ha(i 
done. The very found of Names ringing in our Ears, as. 
My poor Mafter '^ tir^ very good Friend % alas! nrf dear Fa- 
ther-j or my fweet Daughter^ afFeft Us. When thofe Repe- 
titions torment me, and I examine them clofely, I find 'tis 
no other than a grammatical Complamt. The Word and 
Tone afFeft me, as the Exclamations of Preachers ofitn 
work more upon their Auditories than their Arguments, 
and as we are mov'd at the pitiful Cries of a Beaft that 
is kiird for our Service, without my weighing or penetrat- 
ing, in the mean while, into the true and folid Ei&nce of 
my Subjeft. 



■ hisfejiimulis dolor ipfe lac^tf ||. 

With thefe Incitements Grief doth itl^f provoke. 

Thefe are the Grounds of our Mourning. 

The 

** litcref. Jib. V. V. 801, &c. -^ In a Treatife, intiturd, -A Word 
of Comfort to his Wife, oa the Dcatii o£ Vvw Tl>wi^\«x» t* v. \ Lucaif. 
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The obftinate Continuance of the Stone, ^j ^W tnf: 
efpecially thofe in my Bladder, has fomctimes % 0^>^j/^f 
been attended with fo long a Suppreffion of utuip 
Urine, even for 3 or 4 Days together, and 
brought me To near Death that it wou'd have been a Folly 
tp have hop'd to efcape it, or even fb much as to have de- 
fir*d to efcape it, confidering what I fufier from its cruel 
Attacks. What aMonfter of Cruelty was <rht Pri^vities 
diat Emperor, who, among other Tortures, c/Cnminaisti- 
which he invented for his Criminals *, fuficr'd ^ «/ ^f fi^ 
them to drink as much Wine as they cou*d '^^"'^'''»'- 
fwallow, and then caus'd their Privy Members to be ty'd 
up fo hard that their Urine might flop and kill them. 
Finding myfelf in that State, I confider'd by what trifling 
Cauies and Objedts Imagination fed my Defire of Life, of 
what Atoms the Weight and Difficulty of parting with it 
was compos'd in my Soul, and to how many frivolous 
Thoughts we give Way in fo great an Affair. A Dog, a 
Horie, a Book, a Glals, and what not, were reckonM in my 
Lois : And others with no lefs Folly, in my Opinion, 
reckoned up in theirs their ambitious Hopes, their Money 
and their Science. I look upon Death with Indifference 
when I confider it, as the End of Life, univerfally. I 
ipfult over it in the Grofs, but, when it comes to Particu- 
lars, it harrows my Soul. The Tears of a Footman, the 
Pifpofal of my old Cloaths, the Touch of a friendly 
Hand, a common Confolation, difcourage me, and link 
my Spirits. Thus are our Souls troubled by the Com- 
plaints in Romance : Anfi the Regrets of Dido and Ariadne 
in Virgil and Catullus^ raife a Compafiion even in thofe 
who don't believe them. 'Tis a Proof of an obftinate 
hud H6art, never to perceive it mov*d ; as they tell a won- 
4eifiil Story of Folemon^ who is faid to have not fo much 
u tum'd pale at the Bite of a mad Dog, tho' it tore away 
the Calf of his Leg •\. Nor is it within the Extent of hu- 
j Ban Wifdom, to have fo lively and intire a Conception of 
fte Caufe of Sorrow, by Judgment, as not to be increaf- 
ed by its Prefcnce, when the Eyes and Ears are Witnefles of 

it, 

• Zution\u$ in the Life Qifiher'its, c. Gi, f In his Life by Diogenes 
hmt'ms. Lb. iv. 5 17. 
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it, the Parts which are only to be agitated by trifling Ac- 
cidents. 

Is it Reafon that even the Arts themfelvei 
tbe Comedian ^^^^^ make an Advantage of our natural 
toucyd to the Stupidity and Weaknefs ? An Orator, fays 
^icklyaaing Rhctoric, during the Farce'of his Pleading, 

*ih^inFiaion *^^^ ^ mo v'd by the Sound of his own Voice, 

and his feign'd Agitations, and fuffer himielf 
to be captivated by the PalTion which he reprefents. He 
will imprint on himfelf a true and real Grief, by Means of 
the Part he plays, for the Sake of transferring it to the 
Audience, who are yet lefs afic£ted than himfelf ; like thofe 
Perfons who are hii^d at Funerals, to aflift in the Ceremo* 
ny of Mournings who fell their Tears, and their Sadncfs 
by Weight and Meafure. For, tho* they adt in a borrow- 
ed Shape^ yet, by adjufting and habituating their Counte- 
nance to the Occafion, 'tis certain that they are often intirc- 
ly fwallow'd up by it, and immerg'd in real Melancholy* 
I was one, among many other of his Friends, who attend- 
ed the Corpfe of M. de Grammont to SoiJfonSy from the Si^ 
of laFere^ where he was kill'd. I obferv^d that in all the 
Places, thro* which we pafs'd, we fet the People a weeping 
and lamenting by only the folemn Parade of our Convoy, 
for the Name of the Deceafed was not fo much as known 
by them, ^intilian * fays he had feen Comedians fo deep- 
ly engag'd in a mourning Scene that they cou'd not help 
weeping when they went off of the Stage ; and that, hav- 
ing himfelf undertaken to ftir up a Paflion in another Pcr- 
fon, he efpous'd it himfelf to fuch a Degree that he not on- 
ly fhed Tears, but wax'd pale, and behav*d like a Man 
truly overwhelmed with Grief ^. 

J plea/ant Me- I^ ^ Country, near our Mountains, the Wo- 
thodof divert- men aft both the Prieft and the Clerk ; for as' 
ing one's Grief, they magnify the Lofs of the deceafed Huf- 
band by the Remembrance of what good and agreeable 
Qualities he had, they, at the very fame Time, make a • 
Collection and Proclamation of his Imperfeftions, as if 
they wou*d make themfelves fome Amends, and fo divert 
their Compaflion to Contempt ; and yet, with a much bet- 
ter 

* Iftfiit, Orat. lib. vi. c. 2. at the End. f Ibid. 
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ter Grate than W6 do^ who, at the Lofs of a prime Ac- 
quaintance^ ftrive to give him new and falfe Praife, and to 
make him quite another Man, when we have Io(t Sight of 
him than he appeared to be when we faw him, as if Regret 
was a Matter of Inftrufbion, or that Tears, by wafliing 
our Underftandinff, dear'd it. For my Part* I henceforth 
oiut Claim to all ravourable CharaAers the World Jhall be 
ai^)0s'd to give of me ; not becaufe I fhall be worthy of 
tfaem, but becaufe I fhall be dead. 
If any one afks another, What Concern VainOJjeas 




my rnnce ; 1 aim at no rroht trom firih 

* it whatfoever ; and for Honour, I know termimthi hu* 

* what a fmall Share of it can redound to fuch *^ ^'*^* 
' a private Man as I am : I have in this neither Paffion nor 

* (parrel.* See him however but the next Day, and 
yoinl find him quite another Man^ chafing, and red 
hot with Rage, in his Line of the Battle, for the Aflault. 
Tis the -glittering of fo much Steel, the Fire and Noife of 
our Cannon and Drums that has infus'd this frefh Rancor 
and Hatred into his Veins. A frivolous Caufe you will 
iay : How is it a Caufe ? There needs none to put the Mind 
in Agitation. A mere Whimfy, ' without Body and with- 
out Subjeffc, governs and puts it in Motion. Let me 
think of building Caftles in Spain, my Imagination fug- 
gcfts to mc Conveniencies and Pleafures, with which my 
Soul is really plcas'd and delighted. How often do we 
torment our Minds with Anger or Sorrow by fuch Sha- 
dows, and plunge ourfelvesin fantaftic Pafifions, which al- 
ter us both Body and Soul ? What aftonilh'd, Peering, aiKl 
'tcoofbs'd Grimaces, do fuch idle Notions excite in our ^puii- 

ttoances ? What Sallies and Agitations do they create, Dt)th 
.if the Menibers and the Voice ? Does' it not fecm that this 
individual Man has falfe Notions from a Crowd of 
.risers^ with whom he has Dealings, orfome Devil within 
Hm that perlecutes him i Inquire of yourfelf where is the 
Objeft of this Change ? Is there any Thinff in Nature, 
i1lan excepted, which Nothing fuftains, over which Nothing 
Yot, III. f VvA& 
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has any Power ? * Cambyfes, for only having dreamt in his Sleep 
that his Brother was to be one Day King of P^^^, put him 
to Death, tho' he was a Brother that he lov'd, and always 
confided in -f. AriJiodemuSj King of the Af^/r/tf»J, killTl ; 
himfelf, out of a Fancy that a certain Howling of his 
Dogs was an ill' Omen j|. And King Midas did the fame, 
becaufe he had dceamtibme difagreeable Dream ^. Tls 3 
taking Life at its juft Value to abandon it for a Dream. : 
Hear neverthelefs how the Soul triumphs over die .: 
Wretchednefs and ' Weaknefs of the Body, and its being ; 
liable to all Injuries and Alterations : And truly it has rea« - 
fon to Ipeak thus of it. 

O prima infelix fingenti terra Prometheo f 

lUtparum cautipeSioris egit opus. 
Corpora difponens^ mentem non vidit in arte 

Re^a animiprimum debuit ejfe via %. 

* ■ ■ 

Oh ! *fwas for a Man a moil unhappy D^ 

When xd&iFrdmtbeus formed hirti out of Cliy I 

In his Attenipt, the heedlefs Architefl:, 

Did indifcreetly the main Thiiig n^ledl:. 

In framing Bodies, he had not the Art, 

To fonn the Mind, the Hrft arid liobleft* Plait. " 

" ■ ^ 'i I ■ ■■■■■■ ' ' Ill I I ^ mi^mmmmmmm^ - 

C H A P. V. 't 

On fome Verfes of Virgil^ 

USEFUL Meditation is the more cm- -^-^yMiliiis 
barrafling and burdcnfomc by being co- ^^^«^*0^""* 
pious and folid. Vice, Death, Poverty, atid ^'* * i: 

» ■ I- 

• • The Englyh Tranffator, (Mr. Cotm) for tvant of haVhig^fS^'i^K 
:jff//>rY£dition of Montaigne in 410, Anno 1 588, has niiftakea tlieMB?" 
^of this PaiSgc, by Wording it thus, /f/<&frf«jry,7'^*»^^rw in Naft^m- 

hutjub^fiing Nullity^ oyer <whicb it has Po^wer ? A' Phrafe uzuntelljgihte 
' and bhiy quoted leKl mahy of hia Readers fhouM be led into the- iwk 
-Millake. f Heroi^o/. lib. iii. p. 196. |j Plutarch's Treatife of Sufofti 

ticn, c. g. fl Id ibid. J Pio^ert lib. iii.El. 5, v. 7. 
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DiileiBpers, are Subjeib that are both grave and grievous. 
'Ti^neccflaiyfor.tJhie Mind,tx)ibe with the 

^JMk|Ui& of ./uiUining arid <;9mbating with Evils, and in- 
'flruiSted in the Rules of a good Life, and a right Belief \ 
and it fhou'd be often royz'd and exercis'd in this noble 
Stuchr. But, in an ©rdinary Soul, this muft be by Relax- 
ing (ometimes, and with Moderation ; for, if continually 
bent to it, 'twill growituptd. In my Youth I found it ne- 
ceilary to put jnylelf in Mind, and to folicit myfelf to keep 
to my Duty. Gaiety and Health, they fay, do not agree 
quite fo well with thefe ferious and wife Difcourfes. I am 
jat this prefent jn another State. The Terius of old Age 
.pnly ^ve metOQ much Warning, preach to me, and make 
,iiie grow^iyifer. ,From an exceffive Sprightlinefs, . I am 
^iupkintapxcplSire Gravity, which is worfe. For that Rea* 
;^ign I jiow Jfuffer my Ipancy.to rua wild for the Pur- 
:^e, .^d' fometimes employ my Mind in wanton and 
. jyveniie .Thoughts, with .which it diverts itfelf. I am 
of iate but too referv'd, too grave, and too fedate. Every 
Day, at thefe Years, admoniflies me to be cool and tempe- 
rate. This Body of minq avoids Irregularity, and dreads 
it. *Tis now its Turn to guide my Mind, towards a Re* 
formation. This too governs in its Turn, and more 
roughly and imperioufly than the other. It does not let 
me reft an Hour, either fleeping or waking, from fome 
, Inftrudtion concerning Death, Patience, and Repentance, 
I now deny myfelf Temperance, as I did formerly Plea- 
;fure; for it draws me too far back, and even to a Degree 
of . Stupidity. . Now I wou'd fain be my own Mailer. in 
every' Relpeft. Even Wifdom has its Excefs, and has as 
much,need of ^Moderatipn as Folly •, therefore left I fhou'd 
irither, dry up, and over-burden myfelf with Prudciice^ 
'i.xhe, Intervals, which my Infirmities allow me, 

h/Uns inUntafuis mjiet ufiue matis *, 

i I^eft that my Mind fhou'd evermore be bent, 
vAnci fi^c'don Sijbje^sfullof Difcontent, 

F z I 

• Chfid de Trill, lib, iv, EIcj-- uy.j^. 
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I gendy declirte it, and turn away my Eyes from the ftor- 
my and cloudy Sky that I have before me ; which. Thanks 
be to God, I cortfider without Fear, but not without Me- 
ditation and Debate ; and amufe myfclf with the Remem- 
brance of the Days of my Youth. 



animus quod prdidit J opt at. 



Jtque in prateritd fe totus imagine verfat .♦. . 

The Mind longs to regain what it has loft. 
And by Things paft is totally ingrofs'd. 

Was it not the Meaning of Janus\ double Face, to figra- 
fy that Childhood fhou*d look forward, and old Age back- 
ward ? Let Years drag me on as they may, but it fliaD be 
backward. As long as my Eyes are able to review that 
beautiful Seafon, which is expir*d, I now and then turn 
them that Way. Tho* 'tis gone out of my Blood-velftb, 
yet I am not willing to root the Image or it out of my 
Memory. 



hoc eft^ 



Fivers his^ vita pojfe priore frui +• 

He liveth twice, who can the Gift retain 
Of Mem'ry, to enjoy paft Life again. 

OldMmJUu'd -P^^^^ prefcribes to old Men to be prefent at 
beprefentattbi the Excrcifes, Dancings, and Sports of Youth, 
Paftimes and that they may be pleas'd to fee in others that 
rZb^''''^'^' Aftivity and Beauty of the Body, which in 
^ ' themfelves is no more ; and that they may re- 

cal to mind the Gracefulnefs and Bloom of that flourifhing 
Stage of Life : And he requires that, in thofe Recreations^ 
they afcribe the Honour or the Viftory to the young Mao 
who has given the beft, and the moft Diverfion and Joy to 
the Company. I us'd formerly to mark dull gloomy Days 
as extraordinary ; thofe are now my ordinary ones, and 
the extraordinary are the ferene, bright Dap. I am i^ady 

cc 

* Petronttts, p. 90. of the ?ar// Edition, 1 587. f ^MLartial lib. :K* 
Epjg. 23, V. 7. 
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to leap out of my Skin for Joy, as much as if I had re- 
ceiv'd a new Favour when I had not a Right to one. With 
■whatever vain Fancies I pleafe myfelf, I cannot fometimcs 
force one poor Smile from this wretched Body of mine. I 
am only merry In Conceit, and, as In a Dream, to divert- 
by Stratagem the Chagrin of old Age : But furely it- 
wou'd require another Remedy than a Dream. A weak. 
Struggle of Art againfl Nature. 'Tis a great Folly to 
lengthen and anticipate human Inconveniencies, as every ■ 
body does. I had rather be old, tho' it be for a lefs Time, 
than to be old before I am really fo *. I fcize on even the 
lead: Occafions of Pleafure that come in my ^„j ,„^ 
Way. I know well, by Hear-fay, feveral t^iryOfpanm- 
Sorts of Pleafures, which are prudent, manly, niiy af tnjeyini 
and honourable j but Opinion has not power "'"'J'"''- 
enough over me to give me an Appetite for them. I covet 
not fo much to have them gallant, magnificent and pomp- 
ous, as I do to have them delighifiji, eafy to come at, and 
ready at Hand. ANaiura dtfcedimus : Populo nos damus^ 
nullius ret bono autori-f, i. e. We abandon Nature to follow 
the popular Tafte, from which no Good comes. My Phi- 
lofophy is, in Aftion, in natural and prefent Praflice, very 
little in Fancy. What a Pleafure Ihou'd I take in playing 
at Cob-nut, or whipping a Top ! 

Hon fonebal enhn rumores ante falutem |j. 

He was too wile 

Idle Reports before his Health to prize. 

Pleafure is a Quality of very little Ambition. It thinks 
itfelf rich enough, without any Mixture of Reputation 
with it, and is beftpleas'dinObfcurity. That young Man 
who fliou'd pretend to a palate for Wine and Sauces, oughc 
to be whipp'd. There was nothing which I lefs knew , 

■ F 3 and J 

P CiVmi'i Treatife of oJd Age, c, lo. \ State. Epift. 99, || This j 
«veTy pleafsQc Application o7a grave Veile, quoted out of Eimuthy 
CV*«deOffic. lib. 1. c. 24. where thai Poet, fpi:a]img of Fa/am Mtxi- 
mui, fays, that while he was afUng for the public Good, he was indif- 
fcrtnt to tytty Thing that wai faid at Kmt 10 run down hi* Cooduil. 
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and valued, but now I leam it. lam very much alham'd of 
it, but what ftiou'd I do ? lam more afham*d and vex'd at 
the Occafions that prompt me to it. *Tis for us to ddat' 
and tell old Wives Stories, but young Men muft mind 
their Reputation, and make a genteel Figure. Youth is ad- 
vancing into the World, and into Credit. We are going 
out of it. Sibiarma^ fibi aquos^ Jibi baftas^ fibi filamy fiVi 
natationesj et ctirfus habeant ; nobis fenibus^ ex lufionibus mul^ 
fts\ tabs relinquant et tejferas *, i. e. Let thcfm rfcfmre to 
themfelves Arms^ Horfes, Sp^arsi Clubs, Tennis, Swim- 
ming, and Racing ; and, of^the many Sports, l64ve Dice 
and Draughts, and the Chefboardi to* us old Mto. The 
Laws themfelves fend us to our Hbufes. I can do no lefs 
in favour of this wretched State into which I am pu(h*d 
by my Age, than to furnifti it With Play^things and 
Amufements, as they do Children, into whdfe^Clafs wtf 
are alfo relapsed. Both Wifdont and Folly will have •enough 
to do to fupport and relieve me, by altenlate Offices, m 
this Calaijlity of Age. 

Mtfce JiuUiHam conjiliis brev^ +. 

Short Folly mix widi graver Cares* 

I alfo avoid the flighteft Attacksr, for what Wbu*d nofhavrf 
fcratch'd me formerly, do now pierce me through and 
through. My Conftitution begins naturally to be fo 
crazy ; Infragili corpore fidiofa ornnis offenfis ^, i. e. To a 
weak Conftitution every Injury is hateful. 

Mnfquepati durum fuftintt agra mhil\ 

And a fick Mind nothing that's harfli can fcear. 

1 was always of fo delicate a Conftitution that the leaft In- 
jury wou'd hurt me j and I am x\ow become more tender, 
and more expos'd on all Sides: 

Et minima vires fr anger e qiiajfa valent §♦ 

A crack'd Pitcher is foon broke. 

My 

♦ C/V. dc Scncflutc, c. 16. t ^^f-' ^^^' i^. Ode 12. v. 27. g CMJ 
i-i Vonto, lib. i. Eleg. 5. v. 18. J Ovid Trift. 1 3. El. 1 1. v. 22. 
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My Judgment reftrains me from, repining and grumb- 
ling at the Inconveniencics I fuffer by the Law of. Na- 
ture ; but it does not take away my Feeling. Having no 
odicr View but a merry Life, I v/ou*d run from one End of the 
World to the other, in queft of one Year of plcafanr and jocund 
Tranquility. I have enough of that Sort which is gloomy and 
ftupid, but it makes me lleepy and brainfick. I' am not 
fatisfy'd with it. If there be any Pcrfon,, any good Coip- 
pany in Country or City, in France or elfcwhcrc, refident 
or travelling, who can like my Humour, and whoff: Hu- 
mours I can like, let them but give a \yhi(lle, and I will 
go and fumifti them with Effays fat and lean. 

Since 'tis the Prerogative of the Mind, to re- The mnd^ m 
fcuc itfelf from old Age, I advife mine by. all ^^^fib ^'/^^/^'V 
means to do it. Mean time let it "wax green *^^^^^^y- 
aod flourifh like Mifletoe upon a dead 7^^- I ^^^r how- 
ever *ti#a Traitor, becaufe it has contrajfted fo clofe a Fra- 
ternity with the Body that it leaves me at every Turn to fol- 
low the Call of that. I flatter it, and deal with it apart, 
but in vain^ I try, to no Purpofe, to bre^k the Connec- 
tion, by laying Seneca and Catullus before ii;j. and the Re- 
prefentation of Court Ladies and Royal Mafks. If its 
Companion has the Cholic, the Mind fcems alfo to be af- 
flifted with it. Even the Faculties that are peculiarly and 
properly its own, cannot then lift therafelves up, but plain- 
ly find themfelves cramp'd. There is no Sprighdinefs in 
its Produdlions, if there be none at the fame Time in the 
Body. 

Our Teachers are in the Wrong who, while ^heUealth and 
they are in queft of the Caufes of the extraor- ^^fZiftU 
dinary Tranlports of the Mind, attribute it cZftoftke 
to a divine Extafy, to Love, to a martial Fierce- extraordinarj 
nefs. Poetry and Wine, have deny'd the Share S'^{^^" 9f ^^' 
of it due to Health. A boiling, vigorous, ^"'^• 
foil, and idle State of Health, fuch as formerly the verdure 
of Youth and Indolence furnilh'd me withal by Fits ; that 
Fire of Gaiety raifes lively clear Flaflies in the Mind, 
beyond our natural Light, and are accompanied with 
the moft fantaftical, if not the moft defperate En- 
tiiufiafm. Now 'tis no wonder if a contrary State of the 

F4 Body 
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Body fink and clog my Spirits, and produce a contrary 
EfFeft. 

jU nullum confurgit opus cum corpore languet * : 

The Man whofe Body languifhing doth ly 
Cannot to any Work himfelf apply. 

And yet wou*d have me obliged to it, as it pretends, for 
my oppofing this Agreement much more than is common 
with Mankind to do ; at leaft, while we have a Truce, let 
us banifh Difficiilties and Mifchiefs from our Commerce. 

•f Dum licet, obduSi fohatur frante fen^us ||, 

Let even the Wrinkles of old Age be fmooth'd, 

MontaigneV § Tetrica funt am^enanda joculariii^, 1. c, 
Cbaraacr of Sour Chagrin muft befweeten'd with Jocula- 
m/dom. j.jj.y^ J jjj^g Wifdom that is gay and courteous, 

and fly from all Crabbednefs and Aufterity, having a Syf- 
picion of every grim Countenance. Triftemque vultus te- 
trici arrogantiam* 

Et bahet triJHs quoque turha cymedos %. 

Under a difmal Coyntenance oft lurks a vicious Heart, 

I am fincerely pf Plato^s Opinion, whq lays that good or 
ill Tempers are a great Indication of the Goodnefs or Bad- 
nefs of the Heart, Socrates had one fettled Countenance, 
but it was ferene and fmiling ; not a fettled Gloominels, 
like that of old CraJJuSj who was never feen to laugh. 
Virtue is a Quality pleafant and gay. 

. I know very well that few will quarrel with 

0;Sf;riU ^^ ^"^r °^ my Writings, who have not 
^Ujh(dl con- n^o^^ realon to quarrel with the Freedom of 
demntheFree^ their own Thpughts. 'Tis very humourous 
dom of his to play the fevere Critic on the Writings of 
Wntin^:. P^/^, apd topafs Qightly over his pretended 

Cqn- 

• Ccrn, Gall, Eleg. 2, v. 135. f In the Original ^tis Et'deeet. (| Hor: 
Epod. lib. Ode 13. v. 7. $ Stdonius Jfolhnaris^ lib. i. Ep. 9. Heronio^ 
(Pwards tbc^ £n4. Q Mart. lib. vii. y. 9. 
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Conne<iHons with Phado^ Diotiy Stella^ and Archeanaffa. . 
Non pudeat dicere^ quodnonfudet /entire^ i. e. Let no Man 
be afham'd to Ipeak what he is not aftiam'd to think. I 
hate a froward penfive Temper, which ikims over the 
Pleafures of Life, and feize$ and feeds \3hpon its Misfor- 
tunes, like the Flics that cannot ftick to a Body that's well 
polifli'dand fleek, but fatten and fettle upon fuch as are 
rough and knotty •, and like to the Cupping-glafles that 
only fuck and draw the bad Blood. 

As for the reft, I have made it a Rule to qj- ^j^^ m^^^ 
myfelf to dare to fay all that I dare to do, and he takes to fay 
I am even difpleas'd at Thoughts that will not ^^^ *^^^ ^^ 
bear the Light. The worft of my Aftions ^^''^^ '^ ^'' . 
and Qualities do not appear to me fofoul ais I find it foul, 
^nd bafe not to dare to own them. Everyone isdifcreetinthc 
Confeflion, and Men ought to be fo in the Adion. The Bold- 
nefs of doing 111 is in fome meafure recompenc'd and re- 
ftrain'd by the Boldnefs of confefling it. Whoever will 
pblige himfelf to tell the Whole, fhou*d oblige himfelf to 
do nothing that he muft be forc'd to conceal. God grant 
that this exceflive Liberty I take may draw Men to a Free- 
dom fuperior to thofe fneaking fqueamifh Virtues that are 
fprung from our Imperfeftions ; and that they may be 
brought to the Standard of Reafon at the Expence of my 
Intemperance. A Man muft fee and ftudy his Vice in or- 
der to reveal it : They who conceal it from others com- 
monly conceal it from themfelves, and dp not think they 
commit Sin fecretly enough, if they themfelves fee it. 
They withdraw and difguife it from their own Confciences. 
^are vitiafua nemo confitetur ? ^ia eiiam nunc in Hits eft : 
Somnium narrart vigilam^is eft *, i. e. Why does no Man 
confefs his Vices ? Becaufe he yet continues in them : 'Tis 
for a Man who is awake to tell his Dream. The Difeafes 
of the Body are the better known by being increased. We 
find that to be the Gout, which we call'd a Rheum, or a 
Strain. The Diftcmpers of the Soul, the ftronger they 
are, keep themfelves the more obfcure ; and the moft dif- 
eas'd have the leaft Feeling of them. Therefore we muft 

often 
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often bring them to the Light with an unrelenting Hand, 
and open and tear them from the Bottom of our Hearts. 
As in doing Good, fo in doing Evil, the mere Confeflion 
of it is fometimes a Satisfaftion. Is there any Deformity- 
in doing amifs that can excufeus from confeffing it ? *Tis 
fo great a Pain to me to diflemble that I avoid being trufted 
with another Perfon's Secrets, for I have not the Courage . 
to difavow my Knowledge of them. I can conceal itj 
but deny it I cannot, without great Pains and Vexation. 
To be very fecret, a Man muft be foby Nature, not 
by Obligation. 'Tis of little Worth, in the Service 
of a Prince, to be fecret, if a Man be not alfo a Li- 
ar. If he, who aflc'd "Tholes^ the Mihftan^ whether he* 
ought folemnly to deny that he had committed Unclean- 
nefs, had apply 'd himfelf to me, I fliou'd have told him* 
that he ought not ; for I take Lying to be a worfe Crime 
than the other. T^hdUs advis*d him to the quite contrary, 
bidding him fwear *, in order to Ihield the greater Crime- 
by the lefs : Neverthelefs this Counfel was not fo much a* 
Choice, as a Multiplication of Vice ; upon which let us- 
fay this, by the by, that we deal well with a con(cientiou9 
Man, when we propofe to him fome Difficulty to counter- 
ballance a Vice j but when we Ihut him up betwixt two 
Vices he is put to a hard Choice, as was the QzStoiOrigen^ 
ThebardCbotce when it was put to his Choice, either toturft 
put to Origen. Idolater, or to fufFer himfelf to be carnal^ 
abus'd by a great /Ethiopian Slave that was brought to hiim- 






* Here Montaigne makes Tbales fay the very contrary to wl^at. )S^ - 
reall)( laid ; and this^ by miftaking the Senfe of Diogenes* I^aertios, tj^ ^ 
Author, whom he muit have conlulted for the Aniwcr, A Man, &-S'>: 
Diojiincs, nxjbo had committed Adultery^ halving efi^d Thalcs ^whether fj? ][| 
might not deny it upon Oalb, Tholes made Anfwer, Bui it not Ferjury 
a lAjorfe Crinte ihan Adultery ? See Diogenes Lifs of Tholes,' lioL i. 
36. Perhaps Montaigne was deceived by feme Edition of this Aui 
where the Note of loterrogation was omitted after the laft Word, w] 
indeed is an Omiffion that I find in Henty Wetfieiri^ Edition, which," 
cepting that, is very corred. But I am more inclinM to think that 
taignis ^Ufnoty, fo ivonJer fully apt to fail him, as hc himfelf _^ 

has here playM him a fcurvy Trick ; for whatever Conflrudion he pii4^ 
upon the Words of Diogenii Laertius, it cannot be thence inferr'd ulflir' 
T hales advisM the Man to take an Oath for |he Sake of fhicUiag d^*' 
greater Evil by the lefs. * " 
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He fubmitted to the firft Condftion, and, as *tis faid, vi- 
tioufly. Yet thole Women of our Time, who proteft that 
they had rather burden theifGonfcienoes with ten Men than 
one Mitfs, wou'd be allowM to be Women of Tafte confi- 
dering tteif Error. If it be. an IndifcretiSn fo to pubHfh 
Errors, there's no gftat Danger of its being made a Pre- 
cedent and Praftice For Jrt/io^ faid that the Winds, which 
Men moft fear*d, were thofe that expofe them. We mult 
tuck up this ridiculous Rag, which hides our Manners; 
They fend their Gonfciences to the Stews, and at the fame 
Time keep a ftjetrch'd Countenance. They efooufe the 
Laws of Ceremony, and there fix their Duty •, fo that nei- 
ther can Injuftice complain of Incivility, nor , Malice of 
Indifcretiort. *Tis pity that every bad Man is not alfo a 
Fool ; and that Decency (hou*d be a Cloak for his Vice. 
Such Plaifterings are only pmper for a good fubftantial 
Wall, which 'tis worth while to preferve and white-waffi. 
In Complaifance to the Hugonots^ who con- ^» y^^^^ 
demn our Auricular private Confeflion, I con- taignc. chofe /# 
feft rtiyfelf in public religioufly and purely, hicwfifsdm 
As St Jiigujtin,' Origen and HippocraieSy pub- Z^^'^- 
lilli'd the Errors of their Opinions, I alfo difcovcr thofe of 
my Manners. I am all agog to make myfelf known, and 
caro not ta ho^w many, provided it be truly j or, to fay 
better, I long for nothing,- but I can't bear to be taken for 
what I am not by thofe who happen to know my Name. 
He that does every Thing for Honour and Glory, what 
does he think to gain by (hewing himfelf to the Public un- 
der a Vizor, and by concealing what he really is from the 
Knowledge of the Pe<^le ? Commend a crooked Fellow 
for his fine Stature, he has reafon to take it for an Affront. 
If you are a Cowawl, and yet honoured for being a Man 
of Valour, is it you whom they mean ? They take you 
for another Pcifcn. I (hou*d be as fond of that Man, 
who pleafes himfclf with the Compliments and Con- 
gees that are made to him, as if he were the Head of the 
Company, when he is one of the mcaneft in the Train. 
j^cbehnsy King of Mace J^ma^ walking along the Street, 
a Perfon threw Water on him, for which his Attendants 
faid &e ought eo-puniih him. Noj/ bmt^ iaid the King, be 

did 
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did not throw the Water upon tnej but on the Man be took me 
to be. Socrates faid to one, who informed him that the ' 
People fpoke ill of him. Not at all^ faid he, for there is 
nothing in me of what they fay. As for my Part, whoever 
Ihou'd commenfl me for being a good Pilot, or very mo- 
deft, or very chafte, I fhou*d owe him no Thanks. And 
in like manner, whoever fliou'd call me Traitor, Robber^ 
or Drunkard, I fliou'd be as little ofiended. They, who 
don*t know themfelvcs, may feed their Vanity with falfe 
. Applaufe -, but not I, who fee myfelf, and look into the 
very Bottom of my Heart, and very well know what be- 
longs to me. I am content to be lefs commended, provid- 
ed I am better known. I might be reckoned a wife Man 
in fuch a Sort of Wifdom as I take to be Folly. I am 
chagrined that my Effays ferve the Ladies only as a com- 
mon Moveable, or Furniture for the Hall, This Chapter 
will advance me to the Clofet. I love a little private Con- 
verfation with them, for that which is public, is without 
Favour and without Savour. In Farewejs we are warm'd 
with a more than ordinary AfFeftion for the Things we 
take leave of. I take my final Leave of this World's Joys, 
Thefe are our laft Embraces. 

ff^h the Aai^ ^^^"^ ^^ come to my Subjeft, what is the 
en njubicb Rcafon that the A6t of Generation, an Ada- ' 
irhgs us into on fo natural, fo neceffary, and fo juftly the 
^itcUdtdfrom ^^"^ Prerogative, what has it done that Peo- 
firiou! andTe- P^^ ^^^^ ^^^ fpcak of it without a Blufh, and 
gular Uifcour- that it fhou*d be excluded from ajl ferious and 
jis ? regular Difcourfe ? We boldly pronounce the* < 

Words, M/, rob^ betray ^ but the other we dare not men- < 
tion fo as to be heard. Does it mean that the lefs we exhale- i 
of theFaft in Speech, we have the more Authority DO ^ 
fwell it in Thought } For 'tis happy that the Words whic^. ^ 
are leaft fpoken or written, and moft kept in, are the bcft - 
underftcod, and the moft generally known. Every Age* = 
all Ranks, know them as well as they do Bread. Tbejf/ 
are imprinted in every one, without being exprefs'd, an<l-f 
without Voice and Form. And the Sex that is bound t&r" 
fay leaft of it, does it moft. 'Tis an Aftion which we havfc 
lodged in the San^u^ qf Silence, out of which *tis i 
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Crime to force it, infteaciof accufing and judging it ; nei- 
ther dare we to lafh it, but by Periphrafis, and in Pidure. 
A great Favour to a Criminal to be fo deteftable that Juf- 
tice i:eckons it unjuft to touch, and fee him, and to be oblig- 
ed to the Severity of his Condemnation f3r his Liberty and 
Security. Is it not the Cafe here as 'tis with Books, which 
fell and fpread the more for being fupprefs*d ? For my 
Part, I am ready to take Ariftotk at his Word, who fays 
that Baflifulnefs is an Ornament to Youth, but a Reproach 
to old Age. . Thefe Verfes are the Dodbine of the old 
School, to which I adhere much rather than to the Mo- 
dern, as its Virtues appe^ to me greater, and its Vices 
lefs. 

* Ceux qui par tropfuyant Venus eftrivent 
Faillant autani que ceux qui trop lafuivent. 

• - > 

They err is much, who Venus too much ftiun. 
As they who to her Altars always run, 

3« Beay tu rerum Naturam fila gubernas^ 

Nee fine tequicquam dias in luminis oras 

ExorituTy neque fit latumy nee amahile quicquam "f. 

Thou Deity, by whom all Nature's fway'd. 
Without whofe Power nothing can fpring to Light, 
Or beautiful, or lovely to the Sight, 

I cannot imagine who couM fet Pallas and Pallas at J tht 
the Mufes at Variance with Venus^ and make ^nf^^ ^' '« « 
them cold towards Love, for I know no Dei- -r'*'^^^^'- 

, 11 1 • 1 1 i «««u;//i& Venus. 

ties that tany better ; or are more indebted to 
one another. He who will not own that the Mufes have 
amorous Imaginations, will rob them of the beft Enter- 
tainment they have, and of the nobleft Subjeft of their 
Compofition ; ar)d whoever Ihall deprive Love of the Com- 
munication and Service of Poetry, will difarm it of its 
bcft Weapons. By this Means they chzrgp PallaSj the 

God 

• Vcrfes m Amyot's Tranflation of Plutarch, c. 5. f Lucret. lib. i. 
V. 22. 
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. God of Familiarity and Benevolence, and theMinfes, who 

. are the tutelar Deities of Humanity and Juftiqe, with the 

Vice of Ingratitude and Difrefpeft. I have (lot been fo 

long cafhier'd from the Suit and Service of ^at Deity, JiHit 

my Memory ftill retains its Strength and Power. , 

Agnojco vettris. veftigia Jlamnke *. 

Of my old Flame there yet remain Ibmc Sparks, 

Nee mihi dificiat calor hie bycmantibus anms. 

* . I haye fome Heat left in my winter Agp. 

l^al Valto Egeo^ fercbe Aquilone o Noto 
CeJJij che tuito prima il vblfe efcoffij 
J^on j' achetta ei perb^ ma^lfono ilmoto 
Ritien de V onde anco agitate e grojfe f. 

As JEgean Seas, when Storms «*€ calni'd.ag^in 
That roU'd their tumbling Waves with roaring Blafts^ 
Do yet of Tempeftsj paft tome Shews .retain. 
And here and there their foaming Billows caft. 

But, as far as I underlland 6f the Matter^ the Abilities and 
Valour of this God. are more lively and aninWjtQd,. by th« 
Painting of Poetry, than in their own Effence, . 

Et verfus digitos bahet J. 

And there's Harmony iii Verfe to charm *?5www. 

Poetry reprefents a-Kind of Air mpre amoriQUs. tban I^^ye 
itfelf. Venus is not fo beautiful, ftark^naked, ^ive, aftd 
.panting, as ihe is here in Virgil. 

Dixeratj et niveis hinc atque hinc Diva lacertis 
CunSantem amplexu moOifovet : Ille repente 
Accepit foUtamfiamtnamj notufque medullas 
Intravit calor ^ et labefaSta per ojfa cucurrit^ 

-Non 

r 

^ Virg. ^neid..lib. iv. v. 23. + 7^Jfo*% Gierufalem libc^r, jCaa- 
to 12, Scanza 63. || Juv. Sat, 6. v, 197. 
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^Umirfecus atque oUm tonitru cum rupta corufco 
fptea rma means percurrU himine nimboSj 

• ■■ ■* ea verbaloquutus^ 
Opistos dedit amplfXttSj pkcidumque petivit 
Ctmjugis infiijus gremio per membra foporem *. 

' She faid, and round him threw her fnow white Arms, 
And warm'd him, wav'rinR, with a foft Embrace, 
'He quickly felt the wonted Flame, which picrc'd 
Swift to his Marrow thro' his melting Bones 5 
As when in Thurfder, lanc'd along the Sky, 

A Streak of Fire runs ftreaming thro* Jthe Clouds, 

# # « Mit . '^m « 

'• ■ '■' ' ' This having faid. 
After tJie wiftiM Embrace, he' fimk to reft, 
-SoftJy reclined, on his fair Cbnforc^s Breaft. 

All the Fault I find in thcfe^Lines, is that n^ Traiifpmi 
Jie -has repi^iented her a littletoo much in Rap- ofU^e bamfif* 
turefer a nurry'd F<iwj. In this drfcrcet Part- •dfrmtMarri. 
nerfllip the Apf)etites are not ufually fo want- ^^** ^ftd^ly. 
40o,» but tnore grave and dull. Love bates that its Votaries 
ibouM be fway'd by any Motive foreign to itfelf, and is 
•but cool in fuch Familiarities asareformM and maintained 
ttider any other Title, as Marriage is, * wherein 'tis reaibn- 
able to think that Kindred and the E)owry (hou*d have as 
mlich, or more Weight than Gomdlinefs and Beauty. Men, 
lay 'what they will, do not marry for thcmfelvcs ; they 
qianry as • inuch, or more, for the Sake of Pofterity and 
ihtit^ Families. The Intereft and Ufefiilnefs of Marriage 
ioCilSeFns cur Deicendants far beyond our Time; aiid 
iieftfore I .'like the Way of negotiating it rather by. a thitd 
Hand, and by the Judgment of' others, rather than by 
liiat -of the Pitfrties that are to be marry'd : And how op- 
Mfite is* all this to the Conventions of Love! AndMs a 
findof Incdl, as I think I have faid elfewhere, to exert 
ijus Bfibrts and Extravagancies of an amorous Liccntiouf- 
mfb in that venerslble, and facrcd Alliance. A Man, fays 
miftotley Ihou'd accoft his Wife with Prudence and Mo- 

defty, 

■ 

• iEneid, tb. viii. v. 387, 39^^ 404, 40;, ^c6. 
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defty, for fear left, by dealing with her too wantoAly, the 
Pleafure fhou'd make her exceed the Bounds of R(^(bn. 
"What he fays with regard to Confciencc, the Phyfidans 
fay with regard to Health, that a Pleafure exceffivcly hot, 
lafcivious and frequent, corrupts the Seed, and hinders 
Conception. But 'tis faid, on the contrary, that to fup- 
ply a languifhing Congrefs as that is naturally, with a 
due and prolific Heat, a Man IhouM oflfer at it but fcl- 
dom, and at notable Intervals. 

* ^0 rapiatfttiens Venerem interiufque uccndat f . 

ft 

I fee no Marriages that Iboner mifcarry, or are difturb*d, 
than thofe which are fpurr*d on by Beauty and amorous De- 
fires. The Foundations Ihou'd be more folid and con- 
ftant, and they fhou'd be proceeded in with Circumfpefti- 
on. This furious Ardour in them is good for nothing. 
^hatLwe is no They, who think to do Honour to the mar- 
moretobe found ry'd State, by joining Love to it, are me- 
in the marry d thinks like thofe who, in Favour of Virtue, 
^^*'f '^«^f'*- hold that Nobility is nothing elfc but Virtue. 
tue in 1 tty. /pj^^y ^^ indeed fomewhat a-kin, but they 

differ very much ; and therefore to confound their Names 
and Tides is doing wrong to both* Nobility is a fine Qua- 
lity, and with Reafon introduced ; but, forafmuch as tis 
a Quality dependent on another, and which may fall to a 
Man who is vicious and good for nothing, 'tis far below 
Virtue in Eftimation. If it be Virtue, 'tis a Virtue that is 
artificial and apparent, depending on Time and Chance, 
differing in Form according to the various Countries, liv- 
ing and mortal, without any Source more than the River 
NiU^ genealogical and common, of Succeffion and Sem- 
blance, drawn by a Confequence that is a very weak one. 
Knowledge, Power, Bounty, Beauty, Riches, and all 
other Qualities, fall into Communication and Commerce, 
but this is confummated in itfelf, and of no Ufe to the 
Service of another. There was proposed to one of our 
Kings the Choice of two Compedtors for a certain Office, 

of 

• Montaigne has explained this Vcrfc enough before he quoted it, 

'f Virg, Geo. lib^ iii. v. 137. 
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of whom the one was a Gentleman, and the other was not. 
The King order'd that, without Refpcdl to Quality, they 
ihou'd chufe hhn who had the moft Mejit ; but that when 
the Worth of the Competitors fhou'd appear to be in tire] y 
equal, then they fliou'd have Refpeft to Nobility. This 
was juftiy to give it its due Rank. A young Man unknown 
coming to Antigonus^ to folicit that he might fuccced to 
the Poft of his deceafcd Father, a Perfon of Worth •, he 
faidtohim. In fticb Preferments as thefc^ my Friend, I do 
mt fo much regard the noble ExhiatUon of tny Soldiers as their 
Pro'ivefs *. And indeed it ought not to fare with Soldiers as 
it did with the King of 5jp^r/^*s Officers, Trumpets, Minf- 
trcls. Cooks, &c. who were fucceeded in their Offices by 
their Children, how ignorant foever, in Preferonce to thofe 
who had more Experience in the Bufinefs. 
The People of Calicut exalt their Nobi- cr.„i,*v t 

I !• 1 11 rM • r*-.i ■'^ tvfoaf Rank 

I Jity above the human Species. They are tbeNoLUitywe 

prohibited Marriage, and every Employ- pnmoted in tbt 

ment, but what is Military. They may ^'"g^^^o/Q^^ 

have as many Concubines as they defire, and 

the Women as many Cock- bawds, without being jealous of 

one another : But *tis a capital, and unpardonable Crime to 

couple with a Perfon of a meaner Condition than them- 

fdves : Nay, they think themfelves polluted if they are 

but touchM by one paffing along ; and, as if their Nobili- 

• ty was ftrangely injur'd and wounded by it, they kill fuch 

as do but come a little too near them ; infomuch that thofe 

^ho are not Noble are obliged to call out as they go, like 

die Gondoliers of Venice^ at the Turnings of Streets, for 

fear of running foul of one another -, and the Nobility 

omimahd them to ftep afide to what Part they pleafe. By 

. diis means the Nobility avoid what they reckon a perpetu- 

iX Ignominy, and the others certain Death. No Length 

"of Time, no Favour of the Prince, no Office, or Virtue, 

"cr Riches, can make a Plebeian become noble ; to which 

•;diis Cuftom contributes, that Marriages are prohibited bc- 

\ twixt Families of different Trades, infomuch that one 3e- 

; fcended from a Shoemaker may not marry a Carpenter ; 

and the Parents are oblig'd to train up their Children exaft- 

ly to the Father's Bufinefs, and to no other j by which 

Vol. III. G Means 

■* Plutarch Q^ falfe Modcfly, c, lO. 
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Means the Diftindion and Continuation of their Fortune 
is kept up. 

The Idea of a A good Marriage, if there be fuch, rejefts 
good Marriage^ the Company and Conditions of Love : It 
endeavours to difolay thofe of Friendihip. *Tis a fweet 
Society of Life, full of Conftancy, Truft, and an infinite 
Number of ufeful andfolid Offices, and mutual Obliga- 
tions. No Woman that has a true Tafte of it, or 



Opt at quamjunxit lumne tdsia 



who is marry'd to her Liking, wou*d be willing to be in 
the Stead of a Miftrefs to her Hufband. If fhe be lodg'd 
in his Afiedion, as a Wife, (he is then lodg'd much more 
honourably and lecurely. When his Love is fet upon, and 
importunate for another Objedb, let any one but then afk 
him on which. he had rather a Difgrace fhou'd fall, on his 
Wife or on his Miflrefs, whofe Misfortune wou'd trouble 
him moft, and to which of them he wifhes mofl Gran- 
deur ; fuch Queftions admit of no Doubt in a good 
Marriage. 

AgoodMarri' That we fee fo few good Marriages is the 
age, the woft gftater Tokcn of their Value \ if well form'd 
happy State in and adjufted, there's not a more beautiful 
human Society, g^^^ • ^^ j^^ ^^^ Socicty. We canuot do widi- 

out it, and yet we are continually running it down. Juft 
fo it is in the Cages, where the Birds that are within arc 
mad to get out, and thofe that are without wou'd fain get 
in. Socratesy being afk'd whether was mofl commtodious, 
to take a Wife or not, made Arifwer, Let a Man do which 
be wiU^ he will rtpent of it f. 'Tis a Contraft, to which 
the common Saying, Homo bominiy aut Deus^ out Lupus^ 
i. e. Man to Man is either a God^ or a Devily may very fit- 
ly be apply'd. There mull be a Concurrence of a great 
many Qualities to <:onftitute it. *Tis in this Age fitter for 
. mean and vulgar Souls, which are not fo much diflurb'd by 
Delights, Curiofity, andldlenefs. 

Such 

* CatulL de Coma Berenices Caxto, 64. v. 79, f Diog. Lacrt. lib. il 
*• 33" 
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Such wild Humours as mine, which hates all Soru of 
Connezion and Reftraint, are not {o proper for jtp 

j& mH diiice nuigis refobfto vivere coUo *. 

For Liberty to me is far more fweet 
Than all the Pleafures of the nuptial Sheet. 

Mi^t I have had my Will, I wou*d not have ^ j^^^^ 
marry'd even Wifdom itfelf, if fhe wou'd have taignc w^rr^V 
had me. But we may fay what we pleafc 5 we ^^ ^^ ifl 
are canyd away by Cyftonn, and the com- ^l^'^f^ '>• 
mon Pfa6lice of Life. Moft pf my Aftions ^re govem*4 
by Examplte^ not by Choipe : Apd yet I did not comply 
widi it properly. I ^h:^ led and carry*d to it by ftrangc 
Occasions. For not only Things that are moft inconvenir 
ent, lH2t the moft deformed, the p3oft vicious, and thofe 
to which we have the greateft Averfion, may become acr 
ceptable by certain Conditions and Accidents : So vain \% 
any human State. A^d really I was perfuaded to Mar* 
riage at a Time when I was worfe prepared for ^t, an4 
more avcrfe to it than I am now, that I have try*d it. AncJ 
as great a Libertine as I am taken to be, I have in trutl> 
obferv'd the Marriager articles more ftri&ly than I either pror 
mis'id or expe^Sted. *Tis in vain to kick when a Man ^ 
once fettered, A NJan ought to ufe his Liberty fpafingly ; 
but after he has fubmitted to the IVJarria^e Xye he mu(^ 
confine hjmfclf within the Laws of the comnion Duty, af 
leaft endeavour it all he can. 

They who enter into this Contract wjth a Uarriageought 
View to behave ;n it with Hatred and Con- to he exempt 
tempt, afl: unjuftly, as well as unhandfomely : •^^'^^^^^^ 
Ana equa}ly harlb and injurious is that fifne ^ o^^^^f- 
Rule which I find pafies from Hand tp Han4 a;3:iqn]^ tl>e 
Women, like a facred Oracle. 

Sers ton mary comm tan maijirey 
Et ftn garde comme d* un traijire. 

Serve thy Huft>and like a Waiter, 
But guard thyfelf as from a Traitor. 

G 2 Whicj^ 
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Which is as much as to fay, behave to him with a con- 
firpjn'd,- inimical, and diftruftful Reverence, which is a 
Stile of War and Defiance. I am too mild for fuch rug- 
ged Defigns. To fay the Truth, I am npt yet arrived to 
that Perfection of Cunning and Complaifance, as to con- 
found Reafon with Injuftice, and to ridicule every Rule 
and Order that does not agree with my Appetite. Becaufe 
I hate Superftition I do not immediately run into Irreligi- 
on. If a Man does not always perform his Duty, he ought 
at leaft alv/ays to love and acknowledge it. There's Treache- 
ry in the Marriage Contraft, if the Affeftioa of the Par- 
ties be not mutual. We will now proceed, 

.. Our Poet reprefents a Marriage full of Har- 

f^d think a niony and good Agreement, in which how- 
Marriag.: of cvcr there is not much Fidelity. Did he mean 
free Chuice to to fay that 'tis not impoflible for a Perfon to 
i)e nrnthout Fi' yj^]^ ^^ ^(^ Importunities of Love, and yet 

^ •^* referve fome Duty towards Marriage ; and 

that it may be injur'd without being totally bl-oken ? A 
i'ootman may happen to ride in his Matter's Boots, and 
yet not hate him. Beauty, Opportunity, andDeftiny^- 
(for Deftin.y has alfo a Hand in it) 

fatum eft in partthus Hits 



\ 



. . ^asfmus ahfcondit : Namfitibifidera ceffent 
: Nil facie t Icngi menfura incognita nervi *. 

Fate, which the whole World rules, exerts its Spite, 
Ev'h in the Farts conceal'd from common Sight : 
And if the Stars to favour you fliou'd fail. 
Your Furniture of Lufl: will not avail. 

rrtay have att^ch'd her to a Stranger 5 yet not fo intirely 
perhaps but fhe may have fdme Link of Love that ftill < 
holds her to her Hufband. They are two Defigns, which 
have diftind Paths without being confounded. A Woman 
may yield to a Man, whom flie wou'd by no means chufe 
to marry ; I do not fay from a Diflike to his Circumftances, 
but even to his Perfon. Few Men have made a Wife of 
a Miftrefs, but they have repented it : And, even in the 
other World, what an unhappy Life does Jiipler lead with 

his, 

.* T^'^' Sat. y. 3a. 
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his, whom he atfirft intrigu'd with, andenjoy'das aMiT- 
trefs ? This is what they call difgracing, or undervaluing a 
Thing, in order the fooner to obtain ir. I liave, in iny 
Time, known an Inftance where Love has been fliamefully 
and diftioneftly cur'd by Marriage. The Confidcrations 
are too widely different. We lovccwo Things, which are 
not only dififerent, but contrary, Tvithout any Impediment. 
Ifocrates faid, that the City of Athens was lik'd juft in the 
fame manner as the Ladies of Plcalurc arc. Every body 
lov'd to take a Turn thither, and to pafs away his Time, 
but no body ltk*d it fo well as to be wedded to it ; that is 
tb fay, to fettle there, and make it his Home. I have 
been vex'd to fee Huibands hate their Wives, only becaufe 
they do them wrong. We lhou*d not however love them 
the lefs for our own Faults ; they fhou'd at lead, upon the 
Score of Repentance and CompafFiOn, be deafer to us. 

They are Ends that are different, and yet Jyifference be- 
fomewhat compatible. Marriage has for its ^'^^^^ Mnrri- 
Share, Pro&t, Juftice, Honour, and Conftan- ^^' ««^^^'- 
cy J a flat, but more univerfal Pleafure. Love is founded on 
Pleafure only, and has it in truth more tickliih, lively, and 
acute ; a Pleafure inflam'd by the Difficulty of attaining 
it. There muft needs be a Sting and Smart in it. 'Tis'no 
longer Love if it be without Darts and Fire. Tfie Bounty 
of the Ladies is too profufe in the marry'd State, and 
blunts the Point of Affeftion and Defire : To efcape which 
Inconvenience, do but fee what Pains Lycurgus and Plato 
take in their Laws. 

The Women are not at all to blame, when ^^^ f^^re 
they refufe the Rules of Life that arc intno- ^'^M^nL 
duc*d into the World, forafmuch as they were ^„ ^y^ ifZiT 
made by the Men, without their Confent. btforetheU'ttr 
There is naturally a Contention and Brawling gave thtir Ccn- 
betwixt them and us. The ftrideft Agree- /«^'«^^^«. 
meat we have with them is even mix'd with Tumult and 
Tempeft. In the Opinion of our Author we deal inconfi- 
derately with them in this. After we have difcovcr'd that 
they are, without comparifon, more capable and ardent in 
the Feats of Love than we are, and that the Pried of old 
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teftifyM as much, who had been Ofte while a Man, and 
then a Woman. 

Venus buic erat utraqiie not a *. 

7'ir^as had bdth Sexes try'd. 

And mbreoVer,' after we have learnt from their own Mouths 
the Proof that was given of the Truth of this by an Em- 
jperor and an EmpreS of R^me, who llv*d at diflferent Times, 
and were both famous for their fuperior Atchievemcnts up- 
on this Occafion ; he for deflowering in one Night ten Sar* 
matian Virgins, that were his Captives ; and Ihe for hav- 
ing really had 25 Bouts in one Night, chang^)g her Man 
according to her Neceffity and her Fancy. 



tmiam 



ddhttc ardens rigiiLe teruigine vulvse^ 



Et lajfata viris^ nondum fatiata rectffit i:. 

Still burning with the Rage of furious LufSt, 
Tir'd with Enjoyment, but unquench*d her Thirfl:. 

And^ cohfidering the Quarrel that haf^n^d once in Cata- 
lonia betwixt a Man and his Wife, wherein the latter com- 
plaining of his too frequent AddreflTes to her (not that I 
think fo many as made her uneafy^ (for I believe no 
Miracles except religious ones) as, under that Pretext, to 
curtail and curb in this which is the very fundamental Aft 
bf Marriage, the Authority of the Hufbands over their 
Wivesi and to (hew that their Frowardnefs and Ill-nature 
go beyond the nuptial Bed, and fpum under Foot the very 
Charms and Pleafures of Venus) the Hu(band made an- 
fwer^ like an unnatural Brute as he was, that on Faft-days 
he cou'd not content himfelf with lelfs than 10 Courfes : 
And upon this came out a remarkable Decree of the Queen 
of Art agon j by which, after the mature Deliberation of 
Council, this good Queen, to give a Rule and Example 
to all future Times of the Moderation and Modefty required 
in lawful Marriage, appointed the Number of fix in any one 
Day to be a legal and neceilary Stint ; releafing and quit- 

ing 

* bvlJMti^tsi. lib. iii. fab. 3. v. 13. f Jwv. Sat. 6. r, 135, 



Ch. V. Onfome Verfes of Virgil. 87 

ing very much of the Neccffity and Defire of her Sex, for 
the Sake, Jbe faid^ of cftablilhing an eafy, and confcqucnt- 
ly a permanent and unchangeable Form ; whereupon the 
Dodors cry out. What the Devil muft be the Female Ap- 
petite and Concupifcence, fince their Reafon, their Refor- 
mation, and their Virtue are tax'd at fuch a Rate, confix 
dcring the dificrcnt Judgment of our Appetites ? For So^ 
hn^ me Patron of the Law-fchool ♦, only tax'd us at 3 
Times a Month, that this conjugal Commerce might not 
fail. After having, I fay, both believed and preach'd this, 
we go lb far as to injoin them Continency for their peculi- 
ar Portion, and upon the extremeft and mod rigorous Pe- 
nalties. 

Tho* there is no Paflion more hard to con- Mingi'vethem^ 
tend with than this, we require the Women ^'^L^p^^' f 
alone fhou'd rcfift it; not barely as a Vice, '[J^lSflS 
but as an execrable Abomination, worfe than rely forbid it at 
Irreligion, or a Parricide ; and yet we fall in- f be fame Tim 
to it without Blame and Reproach. Even '*'^^^«»«»- 
thofe of us, who have endeavoured to mafter this Paflion, 
have acknowledged how difficult, or rather impoflible 'tis 
to fubdue, weaken, and cool the Body by the Ufe of ma- 
terial Remedies. We, on the contrary, defire Confl:ituti- 
ons that are found, vigorous^ in good Plight, well fed, and 
chafl^ lethal, that is both hot and cold ; for Marriage, 
which we fay was injoin'd us to hinder them from burn- 
ing, is litde Refreinment to them according to our Behavi- 
our, if the Women take a Man, the Vigour of whofe 
Age is ftill boiling, he will be proud of fpreading it elfe- 
where. 

« 

Sit tandem pudor aut eamus in jus 
Multis mentula millibus redempta^ 
Non eft hac tua^ Bajfej vendidifti f. 

Bajfiu! for ftiame at length give over. 
Or I to JufKcc muft my Caufe refign ; 

G 4 The 

• Plutarch \si his Treatife, intituled, 'Fp^r/itJr, of Love, p. 769, 
torn. 2. the Paris Edition in 1624. + Martial, lib. xii. Epig. 99. 
T. 10. 
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The Goods with which you j^lay the Rover, 
Were dearly bought, and are no longer thine. 

The Philofopher Polemon * was juftly profecuted by his 
Wife for fowing in a barren Field the Seed that was due to 
a fruitful one. If, on the otlier Hand, tl>ey chufe decayed 
Men they will be in a worfe Condition in Marriage than 
f\4aids and Widows. We think them weirpfovided becaufe 
they have a Man always with them ; juft as the Romans 
thought CloMaL^ta^ a Veftal Virgin, to have been viola- 
ted b(tC3uk Caligula approach'd her, tho' it was affirm'd that 
he did no more than approach her. But, on the contrary, 
we by this add to their Neceffity, forafmuch as the Conteft 
and Company of any Man whatfoever rouzes their Defire, 
which, in Solitude, wou'd be more quiet. , And 'tis likely 
that 'twas in ordejr to render their Chaftity the more meri- 
torious by this Circumftancc and Confideration, that Bole- 
Jlaus and his Wife Kinge^ the Sovereigns of Polandy united 
in a Vow of Chaftity, when in Bed together on their very 
Wedding Night, and kept it in fpite of the Delights of 
Matrimony. 

^he m:hole of Wc train them up jfrom their Childhood 
4he Education to the Negotiations of Love.- Their Beauty, 
frHwi ^/f " their Drefs, their Knowledge, their Speech, 
fpirelbem^hh ^^^ ^^^^^ whole Inftruftion tend only to this 
a Pajjion for Point. Their Govcrneffes imprint nothing in 
l^o^e. them but the Idea of Love, if it were only by 

continually reprefcnting it to them, to give them a Difguft 
to it. My Daughter, (the only Child I have) is now of an 
Age, wherein forward young Women are permitted by 
the Laws to marry. She is of a puny, tender^ . and deli- 
cate Conftitution, and has been alfo brought up by her 
Mother in a private particular Manner, fo that fhe is but 
now beginning to be wean*d from her childifh Simplicity. 
She was one Day in my Prefence reading a French Book, 
wherein the Word Fouieau * occur*d, which is the Name 
of a Tree well known, viz. the Beech. The Woman, 
to whofe Conduft Ihe is committed, ftopp'd her fliort a lit- 
tle roughly, and made her fkip over that dangerous Term. 

I 

* Dig. Laert. in the T/ifeof Po/emon, lib. iii. Sed. 17. f A Word 
Tcry fimilar in Sound to a Term of Lctchery in the French Language. 
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I let her alone, rathef than break into their Rules, for I 
never concern myfelf in that Sort of Government. The 
Polity of the Females has a miftcrious Train which we 
muft leave to them. But if I am not iniftaken, a Con- 
verfarion with twenty Lackeys for fix Months, would not 
fo deeply have imprinted in her Fancy the Meaning, Ap- 
plication, and all the Confequences or the Sound of thofc 
two wicked Syllables, as this good old Woman did by her 
Reprimand and Prohibition. - 

Motus doceri gaudet lonicos 
Matura virgo^ el Jingitur artulus 
Jam nunc^ et inceftos amoves 
De tenero meditaiur ungui *. 

With pliant Limbs the ripen'd Maid, 
Now joys to learn the wanton Tread 
Of Dance Ionic, and'to prove 
The Pleafures of forbidden Love. 

Let them but difpenfe a little with Cere- Moreover this 
mony; let them but enter into the Freedom of P^J^^ is no- 
Converfation •, we are but Children in this '^''-^ '^ ^^^«- 
Science compared to them. Were you to hear them fet 
forth our Courtfhip and Compliments, they give you 
plainly to underftand, that we bring them nothing which 
they did not know before, and had digefted without our 
AfTiftance. Wou'd you think mth Plalo^ that, they were 
heretofore debauch'd when very young ? I happened 
one Day to be at a Place, where I could, without 
being at all fufpefted, over-hear fome of the Difcourfe 
that pafs'd betwixt them. What can I fay of it ? ByV 
Lady, (faid I) 'tis high Time for us to go and ftudy the 
Phrafes of Amadis^ and the Regifters of Boccace and- 
Aretine^ to be able to cope with them. We employ our 
Time to good Purpofe indeed. There is not an Expref- 
fion, an Example, or a Proceeding, which they do not 
know better than our Books. 'Tis a Difcipline that has 
its Source in their Veins, 



Et mentem Venus ipfa dedst f . 
Venus herfelf did them inlpirc. 



and 



^ Hcrace, lih.iiu Cde 6. V. 21. &c. \ Vlrg. Gfo.\^/vi^» '^^ '^^^^ 
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and which thofe good Inftrudters, Nature, Youth and 
Health, are continually fuggefting to their Fancy. They 
need not be at the Pains to learn, they naturally breed iu 

Nee tantum niveo gavifa eft ulla columhoj 

Compar^ velfi quid dicitur improbiusy 
Ofcula mordenti femper decerpere roftro^ 

^antum pr^cipue multicola eft mulier *. 

Not more delighted is the milk-white DoVe, 
(Or any Creature that's more prone to Love). 
Still to be billing with her Mate, than is 
Th* inconftant Woman evVy Man to kifs. 



Infomuch that did not Fear and Honour, of which they 5 

have their Share, give a little Check to this natural Vio- i 

ience of their Defire, we fhould become fcandalous. All 1: 
the Motion in the World is bent and tends to this Copu- 
lation 5 'tis a Matter infused throughout the whole ; 'tis a 

Centre to which all Things point. We even findEdifts >: 

of old and wife Rome made ror the Service of Love, and % 

Precepts of Socrates for the Inftru6tion of Courtezans. js 

\ 

Nee non Uhelli Stoiei inter fericos 
Jacere pulvillos amant -f*. \ 

The Stoicks with dl their Gravity ; 

Delighted to write on Subjefts of Gallantry. 

Zenoy amongft other Laws, regulated the Divaricationj { 

and Motions in getting a Maiden-head. What was the ! 

Signification of the Philofopher Stratd^s Book of carnal ) 

Copulation ? And of what did Tbeopbraftus treat in thofe i 

3ooks which he intitl'd, one the Lover ^ the other Lovef \ 

And what did Ariftippus write of in his Book of Ancient ' 

Pelights ? What is the Purport of thofe copious and livdy ] 

Defcriptions in Plato^ of the Amours of his Time ? and of \ 

Demetrius Pbalareus^% Book called the Lover ? And CliniaSj " 
or the ravifh'd Lover, by Heraclides Ponticus ? And that 
of getting Children, or of Weddings, by Jntiftbenes, and 
the other of the Mailer, or the Lover .? And that of amo- 
rous 

• Cafui/us. Carm. Ixvi. v. laj. &c. \ Hor.E^od. lib. Ode ^vSu 
^' /J, i6. 
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15 Exercifes, by Jrijio ? The two Books, one of 2>t'f , 
• other of the Art of Love ^ by CUantbes ? The amorous 
ialogues of Spberus ? And the Fable of Jupiter and Jim^ 
r Chryfippus^ impudent beyond all Tderation ? And his 
ty lafcivious Epiftles ? I chufe to fet afidc the writings of 
ic Philofophers of the Epicurean Scft, the Protcflors of 
nfual Pleafures. There were fifty Deities in Time paft 
QTign'd to this Office : And there is a Nation where to 
Swage the Concupifcence of thofe who went to their De- 
otion, they kept Strumpets in the Temples for their 
Lnjoyment, and it was an A6k of Ceremony to lie with 
hem before the Service* Nimirum propter continentiam^ in* 
ontinentia necejjaria eji^ incendium ignibus extitiguitur *, i. c. 
Incontinence is neceffary for the Sake of Contmency, as a 
Blaft is to extinguiih a Fire. 

In the greateft Part of the World this Member of our 
Body has been deify 'd. In one, and the fame Province, 
feme flay'd themfelves for the Sake of offering and con- 
iecrating a Piece of their Skin 5 others offered and confc- 
crated their Sefd. In another Province, the young Men 
made public Incifions betwixt the Skin and the Flelh of 
that Part, and made feveral Overtures in it, through which 
they thruft Splinters, the longeft and biggeft that they 
could endure -, of which Splinters they afterwards made a 
Fire for a burnt Offering to their Gods, being not rec- 
koned either over vigorous or chafte if they did but fhrink 
under that cruel Torture. Elfewhere, the moft facred 
Magiftrate was revered and recognized by thofe Parts ; 
and in feveral Ceremonies the Image of them was pom- 
poufly carry'd in public Proceffion to the Honour of feve- 
ral Divinities.. The Egyptian Ladies at the Bacchanalian 
Feafts, wore one about their Necks carv*d in Wood, ex- 
quiiStely formed, as large and heavy as each was able to 
bear ; befides that in the Statue of their God, there was a 
Reprefentation of one which meafur'd more -f than th* 
reft of the Body. The marry'd Women in my Neigh- 
bourhood reprefent the Shape of it in the Kerchiefs 
upon their Fore-top, by way of Oftentation, for the 

Enjoy. 

t Hirodat. lib. ii. p, 122. AjJ^oTor h Tfl\A«^ Tft« ^AA^^or \if r5 ^AMi 
»i»«1®-, i. c. A Member vfhkh is not much Icfs than the le^ ot xVv^ 
Body, J cznnot Imagine why Montaigne took it into his HcaAViexftX.^ 
mprove upon the extravagant Exaggcratxon of tb^ Egyftiamu 



Enjoyment they have had of it, and when they come 
Widows they turn it behind, and hide it under their ( 
The moft fage Matrons at Ro7:je were proud of ofi 
Flowers and Garlands to the God PriapuSy and the 
gins at the Time of their Wedding were feated upc 
moft criminal Parts, Nay, I know not whether I hai 
;n my Time feen fome fuch Air of Devotion. What wj 
Meaning of that ridiculous Cod-piece worn by our \ 
fathers, and by the Swifs even to this Day ? To 
Purpofe is the Difplay we make at this Time of the \ 
of our Implements under our Gafkins ; and often, ^ 
is worfe, by a falfe and impofmg Reprefentation b( 
their natural Size ? I can fcarce help thinking, ths 
Sort of Garb was invented in the better and more o 
isntious Ages, that Mankind might not be deceiv'c 
every one's giving an Account of his Talent in Pi 
The moft fimple Nations wear them ftill with fom< 
femblance to the Truth. In thofe Days the Worl 
was informed, as he is now, of the Meafure of the 
or Foot. That honeft Man, who when I was-1 
Yoiingfter, caftrated fo many fine antique Statues ; 
• great City, for fear of corrupting the Sight,, accordi 
the Opinion of that other honeft old Gentleman, 

* Flagilii principium eji udare inter cives corpora 
The Cuftom of appearing naked in Public, has intro< 
a Depravity of Manners amongft us, ought to have 
fidcred that, as in the Myftcries of the Bona Dea^ 
mafculinc Appearance was excluded ; fo it was > 
nothing if he did not alfo caufe Horfes, Affes, a 
fhort, all Nature to be caftrated, 

Omjte adeo genus in terris^ bominutnque^ ferarunique 
Ei genus aquoreumypccuAeSypitlxqiie volucreSy 
Infurias ignemque ruunt -f. 

All Creatures thus the F&rce of Love do find ; 
For whether they be thofe of human Kind, 
Beafts, wild or tame, Fifti, or the feather'd Che 
They're all inflam'd with wanton Love's Defire. 

♦ Twas a Saying of Enmuf^ quoted ty Cicero^ with this Mark 
probation. Bene erg9 Enniui Flagitii^ &C. Tufc. Qucft, lib. iv. 
f f^irg, Geo. lib, iii. V. i^V ^^- 
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The Gods, fays Plato^ have furnini'J us Men with aii 
inruly tyrannical Member, which like a furious Animal, 
Utempts to make all Things fubjedl to its violent Appe- 
ite: And they have alio given the Women one like a 
roracious and craving Animal^ which if Nourifliment be 
icfiis'd in its Seafon, rages, impatient of Delay ; and its 
tury working in their Bodies, flops the Pafiages, hinders 
Recitation, and caufes a thoufand Diforders, *till by 
haying fuck*d in the Fruit of the common Thirft, the 
Bottom of their Matrix is plentifully fprinkled, and fur- 
M'i with Seed. 

: Now my Legiflator fhou'd alfo have confider'd, that 
pcradventure, it were a charter and more beneficial Prac- 
tice, to let them know it betimes to die Life, than to per- 
mit them to guefs what it is, according to the Freedom 
wd Warmth of their Imagination. Inllead of the real 
Arts, they therein fubftitute others that are three Times 
oorc extravagant, thro' their Defire and Hopes. And 
* certain Friend of mine was ruin'd by haying exposed 
lis, when it was not yet proper to apply them to 
rtcir more ferious Ufe. Who knows what Mifchief isf 
A)ne by thofe enormous Pictures which the Boys draw 
upon the Pafiages and Stair-cafes of the royal Pala- 
te ? From hence proceeds a cruel Contempt of our ne- 
ural Furniture. And how do we know but that Plato^ by 
idering, after the Example of other well inftituted Re- 
uhlics, that both the Men, and the Women, old and 
oung, Ihould expofe thernfdves naked to ope another in 
ii Gymnaftics, had a View to this ? The Indian Women, 
'ho fee the Men ftark-nak'd, have at leaft pall'd their 
coie of Seeing. And tho* 'tis faid by the Women of the 
rcat Kingdom of Pegu^ (who have nothing to cover them 
dbw the Waift, but a Cloth flit before, which is fo 
anty, that with all the ceremonious Decency ,they pre- 
aid to, all they have is to be feen at every Step) that this 
ns an Inventionpurdy to allure the Men to them, and to 
nw off their Afieftion from thofe of their own Sex, to 
liuch that Nation is entirely addifted -, it may be faid 
lat they lofe more than they get by it, and that an Ap- 
pitt is not fo fliarp to an Objeft after it has Been once gjut- 
fcd by the Sight ofk. AlfoUvia faid, 1 hat to a v\Ttuow% 

... \Num2ca, 
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Woman, the Sight of a naked Man is no more than that 
of an Image *. The Lacedemonian Women, more Vir- 
gins when Wives, than our Daughters are, daily law the 
young Men of their City ftripp'd naked at their fj^ercifes, 
while they themfelves were not over careful to hide their 
Thighs as they walk'd, thinking themfelves fufiicietidy 
covered by their Virtue without any Fardingale. But 
they of whom St. Aufiin Ipeaks, have afcribed toNakedneft 
a wonderful Power of Temptation, by making it a Doubt, 
whether Women at the Day of Judgment fliall rife again 
in their own Sex, and not rather in ours, that we may not 
be again tempted in that State of Holinefs. In fhott^ we 
allure and provoke them by all Manner of Means : Wc 
are inceflantly heating and ftirring up their Imagination, 
and yet we find Fault. Let us confcfs the Truth ; there 
is fcarce a Man of us who is not more afraid of the Shame 
accruing to him from the Vices of his Wife, ' than thofc 
of his own ; and who is not mo^ folicitous for the Conr 
icience of his good Wife (marvellous Charity !) than for 
his own ; who had not rather be guilty of Thdt and -Sa- 
crilege, and that his Wife fhou'd' be a M\irderefs and a 
Heretic, than that fhe fhou'd be as immoddS: as her Huf* 
band. An unjufl Eftimate of Vices this ! Both wc and 
they are liable to a thoufand Corruptipns, ^lore milchkr 
vous and unnatural than Lafcivioufnefs. But we fbrm 
and'poife Vices, not according to Nature, but according to 
our Interefl \ by which Means they af&me ib many uno* 
qual Forms. 

The Severity of our Pecrees renders the Application of 
the Women to this Vice more violent and viaous than is 
confiftent with the Nature of it, and involves it in Confef 
quenCes worfe than their Caufe. They wop'd be glad to go 
to the Courts of Law for Gain, and to the Field of Battle tar 
Honour, rather than, in the Midft of Eafe and Pleafiuc^ 
to have to do with what is fo difficult to preferve. Doa^ 
they fee that there is neither Merchant, nor Lawyer, nor 
Soldier, who does not quit his Bufmefs for the Purfuit of 
this \ and the very Porter and Cobler too, jaded and op- 
prefs'd ^ they are with Labour and Hunger ? 
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Nunc tu qua tenuit dives Achaemenes, 
Jutfinguis Phrygise Afj/gdonias opes^ 
Pennutare velis crine Licinnise, 

Plenas aut Arabum domos ? 
Dum flagrantia detorquet adOfcula 
Cervicem^ aut facili favitid negate 
^a pofcente magis gaudeat eripiy 

Interdum rapere occupet *. 

Wouldfi: thou, for all that Acbamenes had. 
Or all the Phrygian Wealth before thee laid. 
Or Riches that in AraV^ Houfes are. 

Exchange one Lock of dear Ucinnius^ Hair i 
While to the fervent Kafe her Neck fhe plies. 
Or with a pretty Anger then denies 
What fhe had rather you wou*d fnatch by far,. 

Than that you fhou'd defift out of Defpair. 

I queftion whether the Exploits of C^far Ch^fitty Ar m 
and Alexander were performM with a Refoluti- ^^ **^^ 
on more inflexible than that of a beautiful ^ ' 
young Woman, bred up in' high Life, batter*d by fi> 
many Examples of fuch a contrary Kind, and yet prefcrv- 
ing herfelf inviolate in the Midft of a thoufand continual 
and powerful Solicitations. There is no Adion more diffi- 
cult, and yet more vigorous than this Not-doing. I take 
it that 'tis more cafy for a Perfon to wear a Suit of Armour 
all the Days of one's Life than a Maidenhead : And the 
Vow of Vfrginity is of all others the moft noble, as being 
the moft burdenfi^me. St. Jerttm fays, Diaboli Virtus iw 
LumHs eft. 

We have certainly refign'd the moft ardu- ^^^%,^^ z^ 
ous, and the moft vigorous of human En- hemtEMdmr^ 
deavours to the Ladies ; and let t:hem by all digmmt f ib§ 
means have the Honour of it. This ought ^«««^^* ^^ 
to be a Angular Spur to excite them to hold it ^'^^^-^'y'^* 
out obftinately. 'Tis a fine Sutgc6t for them to brave us, 
and to trample under Foot that vain Preheminence in Va- 
lour and Virtue, which we pretend to over them. They 

* Horace, lib. U. Qde iz. Y. Z\, kc% 
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will find that if they do but keep- a Guard upon theml< 
they will not only be the more efteem'd, but the bette 
lov'd for it, A true Gentleman does not abandon his 
fuit becaufe he has met with a Denial, provided it be; 
n ial from Chaftity, and not from Choice. We may f 
threaten, and complain, as much as we will; we lye a 
while -, for we love them the better for it. There i 
Allurement like Modefty, if it be not wi:h harfh T 
ment and four Looks. 'Tis Stupidity and Meannefs 
obftinate againft Hatred and Contempt •, but agalnft j 
tuous and .fteddy Refolution, accompany'd with a gra 
Principle, 'tis the Exercife of a noble and generous i 
The Ladies, may acknowledge our Services to a certain 
gree, and give us civilly to underftand that they do no 
dain us -, for the Law which enjoins them to abhor us 
caufe we; adore them, and hate us becaufe we love thei 
certainly, a cruel one, were it only for the Difiiculty of c 
plying with it. Why will they not hear our Offers anc 
mands as long as they are circumfcrib*d within the Bo 
of Modefty ? Wherefore fliou'd we guefs that they 
a freer Meaning to themfelves ? A certain Queen of 
Tinie faid ingenuoufly, that to refufe thefe Advances 
Teftimony.of Weaknefs in a Woman, and an Impc 

. fnent of her own Readinefs -, and that no Lady cou*d I 
of her- Chaftity who had not been tempted. The L: 
of Honour are not foftraiten'd but it may relax itli 
little, aftd may be difpens'd with in fome meafure wit 
a Forfeiture. There lies before its Frontier fome S 
free, indifferent, and neuter. He that has drove i 

^ Forse joto its own Nook ^nd Fort, is a Simpleton if 1 
not fatisfy'd with his Fortune. The Value ot the Con< 
is coiifider'd by the Difiiculty of it. Wou'd you 1 
what ImprclTion your Service, and your Merit, have i 
upon.her Heart, meafure it by her Behaviour. Ther 
fome Women perhaps who may grant more that do 
grant To much. The Obligation of a Benefit is altog 
conq.e<9ied with the Will of the Perfon that grants it, 
other Gircumftances co-incident with the Favour, I 
dumb, ..dead, and cafuaL It cofts her dearer to gram 
that little, than it wou'd her Companion to grant her 
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.'If in any thing Rarity inSances the Value of a Thing, 
it ought in this. Do not confider how little it is that is 
given, but how few have it to give. The Value of Mo^. 
ney alters according to the Coin, and Stamp of the Place, 
Whatever the Spite and Indifcretion of feme Perfons may 
make them fay as to the Excefs of their Difcontentment^ 
Virtue and Truth will always regain their Advantage. I 
have kno\yn fome who, after their Reputation had for a 
long Time been blafted, have regained the univerfal Ap- 
probation of Mankind merely by their Cpnftancy, without 
*any Care or Art ; after which every one repented, and re- 
canted what he had believ'd •, and from Maids that were ^ 
little fufpefted, they have afterwards held the firft Rank 
among the Ladies of Honour^ Somebody faid to Plato 
that all the World fpoke ill of him, Let *em fay what they 
willy faid he, I will livefo as to make them charige their Note, 
Befides the Fear of God, and the Value of a Renown fo 
uncommon, which ought to incite them to take Care of 
themfelve3, the Corruption of this Age compels them to 
it t And if I was in their Place^ there is nothing that I 
Wou*d not do, rather than truft my Reputation in fuch dan- 
gerous Hands. I remember formerly that the Pleafure of 
Telling (a Pleafure little inferior to that of Doing) was 
only indulged to b^ .commupicated to one intire faithful 
Friend ; whereas now, boafting of Favours received, and 
of the fecret Liberality of the Ladies, has a great Share in 
the common Table-talk, and Converfation at Allemblies, 
In truth 'tis an Argument of too abjeft, and too mean a 
Spirit, to fiifFer thofe tender and obliging Favours to be fp 
infolently perfecuted, rummaged, and ranfack'd by Perr 
fons fo ungratefol, indifcreet, and inconftant. 

This our immoderate and unwarrantable neUnrPhfen* 
Exafperation againft this Vice of Inconti- ^j^W^e/'J^^- 
nenpe, arifes from the moft trifling and tern- ^^' 
peftuous Difeafe that affli<5ls the human Mind, vv^hich 1$ 
Jealoufy. 

Vol. III. n ^h 
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* ^ds vetat appofito lumen de lumine fumi ? 
Dctii licet ajiduij nil tamen inde peril. 

Tho' one Torch to another Torch 

Daily fhou'd lend its Light, 
It nought wou'd lofe by t'other^s Gain, 

But as before burn bright, 

TW?.% Paffion, and its Sifter Envy, feem to be the moft filly 1 
of all the Tribe. As to the latter, I can fay but little to ! 
it. 'Tis a Paffion, tho' *tis reprefented fp ftrong and pow- j 
erful, which, Thanks to it, has no room in my Brcaft. J 
As to the former, I have fome itnowledge of it at leaft by ^ 
Sight. The very Beafts feel it. Chratis^ the Shepherd, ^ 
having fallen in Love with a She-goat, the Male, while 
the Shepherd was afleep, went, in a Fit of Jealoufy, and 
butted him with its Head till it beat out his Brains -f-. 
The ivi/eft of We have carry*d this Paffion to as great an 
Men and Nati- Excefs as fome of the barbarous Nations. T 
^ITZZfj ^^^ ^* difciplin'd of them have.been taint- 
^itbtbu pa/' ed with it, and with Re^on, but not tranf- 1 
>«. ported to Fury by it. 

Enfe maritali nemo confojfus adulter 
Purpurea Stygias /anguine tinxit aquas ||. 

Ne'er did Adulterer, by the Huftand flain. 
With purple Blood the Stygian Waters ftain. 

LucuUus^ Cefar^ Pompey^ Anthony^ Cato^ and other brave 
Men, were Cuckolds, and knew it without making any 
Difturbance about it ; and in thofe Times there was but one 
Fool, Lepdus^ who broiie his Heart upon it 4. 

Jk 

♦ The Scnfe of tU laft Vcrfc is in Ovid't Am AnumMy lib. iii. ▼. 93. 
but Moniaigne has uken the Words from an Epigram^ imid'd, 

in Veterum Boetarum CataleBis^ which begins thus. 

Oh/cure poteram tibi (Ucerfy da mibi quod tu \ 

Des licet ajjtdue^ nil tanun inde ferit. f 

t ^lian, lib. xii. c. 42. of his Treatife of Animals. || OwV. J Th«( 
Father of one of the Triumvirate, who dy'd, {zy^Plutarcby having brd^i/ 
his Heart, not fo much by the Diibrefs of his Affairs, as by a Difcover/ 
he made from a Letter which fell into his Hands, that his Wife had for- 
fMtdher Honour. The Life of Frnfej^ c. j. of Am^ofs TraaflniOAi 



( 
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Ah turn tepnferum malt que fati^ 
^uem attracts pedihus patente portd^ 

Per current mugikfque rapbanique *. 

» 

Wretched will then be thy malignant Fate 
When by the Heels they drag thee from the Gate 
Thro' Show'rs of rotten Roots and (linking Sea 

And the God of our Poet, when he furpriz- Vulcan not cy« 

ed one of her Gallants with his Wife, fa- '^jj-''^"^^^^^^^ 
tisfied himfelf with only putting them to '^' 
Shame, 




atque alibis dt VHs non trijlibus optat 




Be fieri turpes -f. 

One of the Gods, to Merriment difp 
Seeing the Lowers in the Net inclos 
Wi(h*d that he had to Shame been 

■ 

And yet he takes Fire at the foft Careflcs with which (he ac- 
iofts him, complaining that (he thereby fliew'd a Jcaloufy 
of his Affefkion. 

^id caufas petis ex alto ? fiducia cejfit 
Sim tibi^ Biya^ met |1 ? 

Why are, my Goddefs, all thefe Reafons try*d ? 
Say why in me no longer you conHde ? 

fay, Ihe defires Armour of him for her Baftard. 

^ Jrma rogo^ genitrix Nato §. 

The Mother for her Son does Armour crave. 

lich is freely granted : And Vulcan fpeaks honourably 
Mneas. 

H 2 ArmA 

' Thi&was a PunKhment^ more infamous than fatal, infiided on A- 
rers when they were tak^n in the Fad, CatulL to J^reiius, Carm. 
\ 17, &c. -f OvWs Met. lib. ir. fab. 5. v. 2i, 2& \ ^^^g* 
idy lib. vili. v. 395. j Jbid, v. ^8^^ 
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Arma acri facienda viro *• 

Armour muft for a valiant Man be made. 

and^ in truth, a more than common Humanity. And 
confent to leave this Excefs of Goodnefs to the Gods. 

Nee divis homines componere aquum eft -f . 

Nor is it fit to equal Men with Gods, 

As to the Confounding of Children, befides that tl 
graveft Legiflators ordain and affeft it in their Republic 
it does not concern the Women, in whom thi^ Paffion < 
Jealoufy is, I know not how, ftill more firmly eftabli(h*( 



' S^e etiam Juno maxima caluolum 

Conjugis in culpa flagravit quotidiand t|. 

And Juno^ with fierce J«aloufy inflam*d, 
Her Hu(band*s daily Slips has often blam'd, 

Sow the Wo' When Jealoufy feizes thefe poor wea 
men are tifrtur- Souls, incapable of making Refiftance, 't 
ed by Jealoufy^ pjty to fec how cruelly it drags them on, an 
if^h^om!'"' tyrannizes over them. It infinuates itfelf ir 
^enfh^a- ^o them under the Colour of Friendfhip, bi 
Sattdon thim- after it has once poflefs'd them, the fame Cau£ 
ftl'uei to this which ferv*d for a Foundation of good Wil 
Paffion. ^gj.^g ^g ^ Foundation of mortal Hatred. C 

all the Diftempers of the Mind 'tis that which mo: 
Things contribute to nourifh, and feweft to remedy. TTi 
Virtue, Health, Merit, the Reputation of the Hufban( 
ftimulate their Spite and Rage. 

Nulla funt inimicttia nifiamoris acerha §. 

There are no Enmities fo bitter as thofe owing to Lovn 

This Fever defaces and corrupts all that they have of th 
Beautiful and Good in other Refpeds ; and there's no Ac 

tkx 

« 

* ^>^. ^ntid, lib. viii. v. ^4.1, f Catifl/us ad Mantium, Carm. 6t 
r. /^/. I Id ibid v. 138, 139. ^ Profttrtius>\ii;vu ^U^. 8. v. ill.. 
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tion of a jealous Woman , be (he ever fb chafte, and ever (b good 
a Houfewife, that does not favour of Sournefs and Imperti- 
nence. *Tis a furious Agitation that throws them back to 
an E-xtremity quite contrary to its Caufe. This was but too 
plainly verify'd by one * Oilavius at Rome^ who, having 
iain.with Pontia Poftbumia^ found his Love fo much in- 
cneas'd by Fruition that he folicited her with all Importunity 
to marry him, which, finding he cou'd not perfuade her to -f , 
his extreme Love for her hurry'd him to Aftions of the 
moft cruel and mortal Hatred, fo that in Fa6t he kilPd her. 
In like manner the ordinary Symtoms of this other Diftem- 
per of Love are inteftine Hatreds, private Confpiracies, 
and Combinations. 



notumque^ fur ens quid famina poffa ||. 



What a Woman is capable of doing in her Fury is not 

unknown. 

And a Rage which preys upon itfelf the more becaufe 'tis 
ferc*d to excufe itfelf by a Pretence of good Will. 

Now the Obligation of Chaftity is very ex- The Ohltgation 
tenfive. Is it their Will which we wou'd have ^/ Chaftity 
them to curb ? This is a very pliant and aftive ^^^^'oohfirrve. 
Faculty, and is very •prompt to be ftopp'd. How if 
Dreams Ibmetimes engage the Women fo far that they cannot 
deny them ? It is not in the Power of them, nor perhaps 
rf Chaftity itfelf, becaufe 'tis a Female, to defend them- 
&lves from Concupifcence and Defire. If we are only in- 
," Ccicfted in their Will, what a Cafe are we in then ? Do but 
imagine what a great Throng there wou'd be of Men to 
obtain the Privilege of flying, like a feathered Arrow, with- 
out Eyes and Tongue, to the Arms of every Woman that 
wou'd accept them. The Scythian Women caus'd the Eyes 
of § all their Slaves and Prifoners of War to be pluck'd 

H 3 out 

• Tacitus Annals, lib. xiii. c. 44. calls him OBa^jius Sagitta, + M 

iUd. H Firg. iEneid, lib. v. v. 6. § Herodotus, 1. 4. p. 2^5. does not 

i. Iky that the Scythian Women had the Eyes of their Slaves pluck'd out 

[' Jor the Parpofe aiT^gn'd by Montaigne, but that the Scythians themfelves 

icpriv^d all their Slaves of Sight for the Purpofe of drawing ^/ii\k. ^^om 
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out that they might make Ufe of them with the more Freedom 
and Secrecy. Oh ! the furious Advantage of Opportuni- 
ty ! Shou'd any one afk me what was the firft Thing to be 
done in Love, I fhou'd anfwer, that it was to know how to 
nick the happy Moment •, and the famd as to the fecond, 
and the third Things. 'Tis the critical Point that does 
every Thing. Opportunity has often fail'd me, and 
fometimes I have mifcarry'd in the Attempt. May I never 
again have the mortifying Circumftance to be laugh'd ar. 
I'here is in this Age more Neceffity for Temerity, for 
which our Youth plead their Heat of Blood as an Excufc. 
But, were the Women to examine the Matter more ilriftly, 
they wou'd find that it rather proceeded from Contempt. 
I had a fuperllitious Fear of giving Offence, and have a 
liearty Refpe<5l where I love. Befides, he who in this Traf- 
fic takes away the Reverence of it, defaces its Luftre. I . 
wcu'd in this Affair have a Man be a little childifh, timor- *^ 
ous, and fervile. If not altogether in this, I have in other 
Things fome Airs of that fbolifh Bafhfulnefs which Plu- 
farchijptaks of, and the Courfe of my Life has been di- 
vers Ways hurt artd blemifh'd by it -, a Quality very ill fuit- . 
ing my univerfal Form. What is there alfo amongft us 
but Sedition and Difcord ? I can as ill brook to take a Re- 
fufal as I can to give one : And it fo much troubles me to 
be troublefome to another Perfon, that in Cafes where I am 
forc'd to try the good Will of any one in a Matter that is 
doubtful, and will be chargeable to him, I do it faintly, 
and againft the Grain. But if it be to ferve myfelf (the* 
IJomer OdyfTy, lib. xvii. v. 347. fays very true, that Mcdefty 
is a foolijh Virtue in an indigent "Per Jon) I commonly fubfti- 
rute a thifd Perfon to blufh in my flead, and have the like 
Difnculty to deny thofe who employ me ; fo that it has 
j'ometimes befallen me to have had a Mind to deny when the 
1 hing was not in my Power. 'Tis Folly therefore to at- 
tempt to curb in Women a Defire that is fo vehement in 
them, and fo natural : And, when I hear fome of them 

boaft 

their Marcs, which was their Food. But it does not appear very plain 
that there was a Ncccflity of blinding thofe poor Slaves for this Work ; 
and therefore the Reafon which MvntutgKe aHigns fbr it is much inoie 

ca fy to comprehend, 
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boaft of having a Will fb innocent and cpol, I laugh at 
them. They retire too far back. If fhe be an old tooth- 
lefs decrepid Trot, or a young dry Scrag, tho* they are not 
altc^ether to be believ'd, they may fay it at lead with more 
Prd^ability. But they, who are yet capable of Love, and 
ftill pant with Defire, Ipoil their own Market •, forafmuch 
as indifcreet Excufes tend to accufe them ; like a Gentle- 
man in my Neighbourhood, fufpefted of Impotcncy, 

Languidior temerd cut pendens Jicula beta 
Nunquamfe mediam fujlultt ad tunicam *. 

who, three or four Days after he was marry'd, in order 
tojuftify himfelf, fwore Point-blank that he had rode 
twenty Stages the Night before ; which Oath was after- 
wards made ufe of to convince him of mere Ignorance, and 
to diflblve the Marriage. Befides, *tis faying nothing to 
the Purpofe ; for there is no Continency nor Virtue where 
there is no contrary Effort. *Tis true it muft be faid, but 
I am not ready to comply. The Saints themfelves talk in' 
this Manner ; I mean thole who boaft in good earneft of 
their Coldnefs and Infenfibility^ and who put on a ferious 
Countenance in order to be believ'd •, for when *tis fpokcn 
with an afieAed Look, where the Eyes give the Lye to the 
Tongue, and when they^ufe the Cant of their Profeflion, 
which always goes againft the Hair, I like it well. I adore 
Freedom and Simplicity, but there is no Remedy ; if it be 
not altogether fimple and childifh, 'tis filly and unbecom^ 
' iDg th6 Ladies in this Commerce, and immediately verges 
: to Impudence. Their Difguifes and their Figures only ferve 
-to cozen Fools. Lying is there in its Seat of Honour. 
*Tis a Bye- way that leads us to the Truth by a Back-door. 
:If we cannot curb their Imaginations, what is it we wou*d 
have them do i Do, indeed ? There are Ways enough by 
-Irhich Chaftity may be violated without any foreign Com* 
BWnication. 

H 4 Iliu4 

f Catuli Carm. 65. v. 21, zz. of M&ttairt\ Edit, 
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■ llludjdppe facit quod fine tefte fecit *. 



Ke often does himfelf apply 

To that he does when none is by. 

And they whom we leaft fufpedb arc perhaps the mod to 
beftared. Their Crimes that make the leaft Noife are the 
worfl, or as we fay. The ftill Sow eats the moft Malt. 

Offendor 'inxchd fimplicione minus -f . 

Aprofefs'd Strumpet gives melefs Oflfence. 

There are Means capable of violating their Chaftity 
without Immodefty, and, which is more without their 
Knowledge §. Obftetrix Virginis cujufdam integrttatem ma^ 
nu velut exploransj five malevolentid^ five infcitiay five cafuj 
dum infpicit^ perdidit. Some have loft their MaideO'^head 
by a too curious fearch for it, and others by dsdlying* 
with it have deftroy'd it. We cannot exaftly ckcum-p 
fcribe the Actions which we forbid them* There is » 
Neceffity for couching our Law under general and unccr*. 
tain Terms. The very Idea which we form for thd» 
Chaftity is ridiculous-, for. among the extraordinary Ex- 
amples of it, which I have met with, are Fatua the Wife of 
FaunuSy who after her Marriage, never fuffered herfelf W 
be ft^n by any Man whatfoever ; and the Wife of Hiero^ 
who never knew that her Huft)and had a ftinking Breathy 
becaufe fhe imagin'd that it was a Quality common to all 
Men ||. They mud be infenflble and invifible or we can- 
not be eafy 

Ck^/titsdepem-fs B"^ ^^ confefs that the beft Way to foriii 
en the Innocence a Judgment of this Duty is by an InfpeftioB 
ef the Will. into the Will. There have been Hulbanda 
v«^ho have fufifered this Accident, not only without re- 
proaching^ or taking Offence at their Wives, but with 
fpecial Obligation lo them, and a Recommendation oA 

theis 

♦ Mnrtial,\ lib. vii. Fp. 6 1, v. 6; f Id. lib. vi. Ep. 7. § Theft 

Words are a Conlii mation of What MorJatgne has been faying, and 

tho' they are to be met with in St. Auflins Treatife, de Ci'vitate Def 

lib. i c. 1 8* they are too grofs to be put into plain Sng/rJ^, |{ Plutand 

in his remarkable PoiTages of ancieni Kings. 
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their Virtue. There was a Woman that priz*d^r Homnw 
above her Lite, who proftituted it to the furious Luft of 
a mortal Enemy to fave her Hufband's Life -, and thereby 
did that for him, which (he wou*d by no Means have done 
for herfelf. This is not a Place to produce fuch Inftances ; 
they are too fublime and too rich to be fet to View by any- 
Light that I can throw upon them. Let us rcferve them 
for a nobler Place. But as to Inftances of a more com- 
mon Luftre, are there not Women every Day among us, 
who let themfelves out to Hire only for the Benefit of 
their Hufbands, and by their exprefs Order and Broker- 
age i Thus heretofore Phaulius of Argos^ to ifr^^g^ profit- 
gratify his Ambition, offered his Wife to King tuted hy their 
Philips juft as Galba did out of Civility ; who Hujbandifor 
having invited Medenas to Supper, and finding ^^^^ 
that his Wife and he made love Signs by their mutual oor 
lifljg, fell back on his Couch, like a Man greatly opprefsM 
withSleepinefs, to give Opportunity to their Amours* : And 
this he own*d too with a very good Grace \ for at the fame 
Time, a Servant prefuming to meddle with the Plates, &c. 
that were upon the Table, he faid to him very frankly ; 
How now you Rafcal ? Don't ycu perceive that I only Jleep 
to oblige Mec^enas ? There are fome licentious Men, whofe 
Wills may be more reformed than thofe of others that 
behave to outward Appearance with more Regularity. As 
we fee fome who complain of having made a Vow of 
Chaftity before they came to Years of Difcretion ; I 
have alfo known others complain truly of having as early 
devoted themfelves to Debauchery. The Vice of Parents, 
or the Force of Neceflity, which is a rude Counfellor, 
may be the Caufe of it. In the Eajl-hidies^ tho' Chaftity 
be of Angular Recommendation there, yet Cuftom per* 
toitted a marry'd Woman to proftitute herfelf to any one 
that would prefent her with an Elephant ^ and proud ftie 
was moreover, that ftie had fuch a Value fet on her. Phce-^ 
don the Philofopher, after the Conqueft of Elis his native 
Country, made it his Trade to proftitute the Beauty of his 
Youth, as long as it lafted, for Money to fubfift him. And 
Mon^ they fay, was the firft Man in Greece^ who by his 
Laws gave Liberty to the Women, at the Expence of 

* P/M/arc&in his TrcRtifc of X^ove. p. i& 
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[odSfy, to provide for tlie Neceffaries of Life, a 
Cuftom, which Herodotus fays, was receiv'd in many Go- 
Ternments before his Time. And bcfides, what is any 
one the better for fuch a painful Solicitude ? For be the 
Paffion of Jealoufy ever fo juft, we ought to confider 
whether it will turn out to our Advantage. Does any 
Man think, that with all his Induftry, he can put an eflfec- 
tual Bar upon tlie Women ? 

Paneferam^ cohibe ; fed quis cujlodiet ipfos 
JCufiodes ? Cauta ejl, et ab illis incipit uxor *. 

liock up your Wife, or elfe, as fome advife. 

Set a ftrift Watch ; but who (hall watch the Spies ? 

Them firft fhe bribes and all your Art defies. 

^hat Conveniency can they be at a Lofs for in fo kn^jpr- 
ing an Age as the prefcnt ? 

CuHofity in the Curiofity is vicious every where, but here 
Article of Wo- 'tis alfo pemicious \ 'tis a Folly to be inqui* 
mens Chafiity fitive into a Difcafe for which there is no Me* 
fernicious, dicihe that does not inflame and make it worfe ; 
a Dileafe which is made more Ihameful and more public 
by the Means of Jealoufy ; and <he Revenge of which 
wounds our IfTue more than it heals us. You wither 
and die in the Search of fo obfcure a Proof. How mifer- 
able have fome of my Time been made by having attained 
to the Knowledge of it ! If the Informer does not apply a 
Remedy and Relief at the fame Time with the Difcovery, 
*tis an injurious Information, and he is more deferving of a 
Stab than a downright Lyar. We laugh as much at 
him who takes Pains to prevent his being a Cuckold, as 
at him who is really fuch, and kjtiows it <iot. The Stamp 
of Cuckoldom is fo indelible, that he who once has it, 
always carries it to his Grave. The Punifhment is more 
exprefliveofit than the Criijie. 'Tisto a very fine Purpofe, 
to open the Curtain and to lift up the Quilt to difcover 
our private Misfortunes, and to trumpet them on tragic 
Scaffolds, and fuch Misfortunes too, as only fting us by 

being 

• JwL\ Sat. v\. V. ^^6% 
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being reported : For a Wife is thought to be good, or a ^ 

Marriage happy, not as they are really fo, but becaufe the 

World is filent about them. A Man mud be dilcreet to 

avoid this tormenting and unprofitable Knowledge : And 

the Romaiis * when they returned from any Journey, us'd 

to fend Notice before-hand of their coming, that their 

Wives might not be fui-priz'd. To this Piirpofe it is, that 

a certain Nation inrroduc'd a Cuftom, that the Prieft fhouM 

on tlie Day of any Marriage, unlock the Bride's Cabinet, 

to \\'tt the liufband from the Doubt and Curiofity of cx- 

airiiiiing by his firft Tryal, whether Iheconus a* Virgin to 

his Bed, or has been violated before. 

But the World will be talking. I know a j^ Gentleman h 
hundred honefl: Gentlemen that are not not the iejs //: 
yzrj much difgrac'd by being Cuckolds. A teemed for being 
gallant Man is pitv'd for it, but not dif- ^^j^on^r'd by 
! efteen'd. Order the Matter fo that your ^'^'' 
Virtue may fmother your Misfortune, that good Men may 
curfe the Occafion of it, and that he who wrongs you may 
tremble but to think of it. And in Ihort, who cfcapcs 
being talk'd of at the fame Rate, from the Leafl even to 
the Greateft ? 
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^ot qui kpomlus imperitazit^ 



£/ melior quam iu muhis fuU^ i:i7pyohe^ t'cbus^. 

To whom fo many Legions did bow. 

And who (poor Wretch) was better far than thou. 

You fee how many honed Men are reproach'd with this in 
your Prefence, and you may be fure that you are not 
ipar'd behind your Back. Nay, the very Ladies will be 
laughing too,' and what are they more apt to banter 
in this virtuous Age of ours, than a peaceable and moil 

happy 

• Plutarch in his Treatife of Qjoftions about the Roman Affairs 
ch.ix. t '^^^^ ic + ift Verfe, of which Mmtaij^ne quotes the Senfe i'a- 
th€rthan the Words, is here inferted before tiie v. 1^39- S Luott. 
lib. iii. V. 1039, 1 04 1, 
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"" * a.;5./^.« ^ ^^PPy "^^""y'^ ^^"P^? • There's not a 
E'vilyn.vhichcne Man among you, who has not made lome- 
is obligdtokeep body a Cuckold ; for Nature deals altogether 
Jtcret. jj^ Retaliacion and Variety. The frequency 

of this Accident muft have leflcncd the bitternefs of it long 
ago, and it is now pall into Cuftom. 

Miferable Suffering this ! which is alfo aggravated, be- 
caufe improper to be made known. 

Fors etiam nojlris invidet quejlihus aures *. 

V- And Fortune fpitefully denies 
To lend an Ear unto our Cries. 

^ For to what Friend dare you trufl your Complaints ? Who, 
' if he does not laugh at them, will not make ufe of the 
Occafion as an Introduftion and Inftruftion to come in for 
a Share of the Quarry. Wife Folks keep the Bitteg as 
, well as the Sweets of Matrimony fecret : And among the 
other teazing Articles that are to be met with in this State, 
to a talkative Man as I am, this is the chief, that Cuftom 
renders it indecent and injurious to communicate to ano- 
ther all that one knows and feels of it. 
Ihejcaloufynf . To givc the Women them felves anyAd- 
M Wife is ''very vice to difguft them againft Jealoufy wou'd 
fatal to her be Time loft ; their very Being is fuch a Com- 
Hufband pound of Sufpicion, Vanity, and Curiofity,. 

that there's no Hopes of curing them by lawful Means. 
They often recover themfelves out of this Infirmity by a 
Form of Health, much more to be dreaded than the Ma- 
lady itfelf. For as there are Enchantments which cannot 
remove the Evil but by throwing it upon another, they 
are glad to transfer this Fever to their Flufl^ands when they 
are rid of it themfelves. Neverthelefs, to fay the Truths 
I don't know whether a Man can fuffer a worfe Thing 
from them than Jealoufy; 'tis the moft dangerous of their 
Qualities, as the Head is of all the Parts of their Bodies. 
Fittacus faid i", Thai: every one bad his Vexation ; that his 
v;as the bad Head of his Wife \ but ^ for which he /hou*d 
think hi}nfelf perfeHly hapfy. This fure was a very fad In- 

conve- 

* Catullus deNuptiis Pelei, Carm. 62. V. 170. f Plutarch of cht 
Peace of die Miud. ch. xi. 
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convenience, with which a Perfon fo wife, jufl: and valiant, 
found the whole Courfc of his Life poyfon'ci ! What then 
muft we little Men do ? The Senate of McirJciHn; might 
well grant the Requeft of him who clcfir'd Leave to kill 
himfelf, in order to be delivered from the Clamour of his 
Wife. For this is a Mifchief never rcmov'd but by car- 
rying away the Piece, and which there's no compounding 
for but by Flight or Patience -, both of which are hard 
Terms. I take it, that he was not a Novice, \A\o faid. 
That happy was the Marriage where the Wife was bUn(l, 
and the Hufband deaf. ' -^^ 

Let us alfo confider, whether the great ^^ danzcrc3^* 
and violent Severity of the Obligation we lay Cuifequaices of 
upon them, does not produce two Effefts con- too great a Re- 
trary to our End, viz. Whether it does ^^''^./''/^ ?* 
not render the Gallants more eager to attack, //l^^^. ' 
aaii(he Women more forward to furrender. 
Forks to the Firft, by raifing the Value of the Place, we* 
rife the Value and Defireof the Conquell. Who wou'd not 
ihink that Venus herfelf cunningly enhanced the Price of 
her Merchandize, by making the Laws her Bawds, know- 
ing how infipid that Pleafure wou'd be which was not 
heightened by Fancy and its Dearnefs ? In fhort, 'tis all 
Swine's Flefti, only vary'd, as the Hoft of llaminius faid, 
by different Sawce. Cupid is a fly Deity, W'ho makes it 
his Sport to contend with Devotipn and Juftice. 'Tis his 
Pride that his Power gives a Shock to every other Power, 
and that all other Rules yield to bis. 

• * 

Materiam culpa prof equitur que fua *. 
And feeks frefli Fewel for his Fire. 

And as to the fecond Point, fliou'd not we be lefs Cuckolds 
if .we lefe fear'd to be fo conhdering the Temj^r of 
Women whofe Defires are prompted and cxcitej by Prohi- 
bition ? 



JJhi 



• O'lz/WTrift. lib. iv. El. i. v. 54. 
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Uhi velis nolunt^ ubi nolis volunt ultra *, 
Concejfa pudet ire via'^. 

You wou'd, they won't, when you wou'd not, they wouM, 
Confent does freeze. Denial fires their Blood. 



What better Conftruftion can we put on the Behaviour of 
Mejfalina ? She at firfl: cuckolded her Hulband in private, 
as is the common Praftice ; but managing her Affairs with 
too much Eafe, by reafon of her Hufband's Stupidity, 
Ibeon a fuclden fcorn*d Privacy, fcrupled not to carry on 
Jter Amours in public, own'd her humble Servants, and 
'cntertain'd and favourM them in the Sight of all the World, 
^ She aimM to make her Hufband fenfible of it. But nothing 
W of all this being able to roufe the Animal, and rendering 
her Pleafur^^s languid and flat, by that ftupid Facility 
with which fhe lcem*d to authorize and make them l^K^uIy 
what does (he, but, being the Wife of a healthy ]^^)e- 
ror •{-, living at Rome^ the Theatre of the World, in the 
Face of the Sun, and with public Feafting and Ceremony 
Ihe marry'd one Day, as her Hufband was out of Town, 
tp Silius^ whom fhe had enjoy'd long before ? Does it not 
feem as if fhe was going to become chafle thro* her Huf- 
band's IndifFerency for her ^ Or that fhe defir'd another 
Hufband, who might fharpen her Appetite by his Jealoufy, 
and by oppofing it flir it up ? But the firft Difficulty fhe 
met v/ith was alfo the lafl. This Beaft rous'd on a fudden. 
Thefe flcepy, fluggifh Mortals are often the mofl danger- 
ous. I have known, by Experience, that this extreme 
Patience, when it comes to be worn out, produces the mofl 
fevere Revenge ; for, by taking Fire all on a fudden, Ang- 
er and Fury combined in one, exert all their Efforts at the 
firfl Dilcharge ; 



irarumqtie omnis effundit babmas §. 



he put her to Death, and with her a great Number of her 
Corrcfpondents ; even one ^ who cou'd not help it, and 
whom file had forc'd to her Bed with Scourges. 

What 

» Ter. Eunuch, Adl4. Se£l. 7. V.43. ;{: I«f.2«. lib. ii. v. 446. \ Tacit. 
Aniii.I iib. xi. c. 26, 27, &c. ^Vir^. /Ei.cid. lib. 12. v. ^99. H Mnefitr^ 
the Conicihaiij snd Jraulus JSUnt.'uui^ 'Udt. Ai.iial. lib. xi. C. 36. 
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What Virgil laid of Venus and J^d^^» was more fuitably 
cxprcfs'd by Lucretius^ of a ftoln Enjoyment betwixt her 
and Alars. 

btUifera m^enera Mavors, 
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J[rnupot€}ts regit ^ i?i gremium quifspe tuum fe 
Rejicifj atemo devhiffus volnere amoris : 
jifque itafu^iciens tereti cervice repojla 
Pafcit amare anndos inbians in te^ dea^ vijus 
Eque tuo pendet refupni fpiritus ore : 
Hunc tu^ Divdy tuo recubantem corpore fanHo 
Grcunfufa fupeTy fuaveis ex ore loqueU 
Funde *. 

■ for furious Mars^ ^M^ 

The only Governor and God of Wars, ^ J 

With thee enamoured doth oft refort 
^o tafte the Pleafures of the Papbian Court ; 
Where, on thy Bofom, he fupinely lies. 
Panting, and drinking Love, at both his Eyes ; 
Sucking thy balmy Breath with eager Kifs, 
And rulhing to enjoy yet greater Blifs ; 
Then, while thy tender Limbs about him move. 
Involved and fetter'd in the Clafps of Love, 
Thy Charms in that tranfporring Moment try. 
And fofteft Language to his Heart apply. 

When I confider thefe Words f, Rejicit, paf- ^ Ji'V'ly De- 

dty inbians^ pendet^ and that Word circumfuja^ fcriptian of the 

from whence infufus is nobly deriv'd, I nuT^«!/ Mart 

have a Contempt for thofe little Witiicifms more natural 

and verbal Allufions which have ftarted up tbGnthafwhicb 

fince. refrefints the 

Thofe good Poets flood in need of no fmart Vu1can%r 

fubtle Turn of Phrafc. Their Language is Venus. 

copious, and full of a natural and conftant wbatconfii' 

Spirit. 'Tis altogedier Epigrammatical ; with tutestrue £l§- 

a Sting not only in the Tail, but in the Head, ^a^«^^- 

Stomach, 

• Lucret. lib. i. v. 33, &c. f All thefe Words fo natural and exprcf- 
five ; fome of them in the Paflage out of Firgi/j mentioned in one of the 
prececing Pages of this Chapter, and the rclt in the Quotation here i;x- 
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Stomach, and Feet. There is nothing forced in it, no- 
thing drawhng, and it ever keeps the fame Pace, with- 
out Variation. Contextus totus virilis ejl^ nonfunt circa fiof- 
culos occupati *, i. e. The whole Texture of it is manly, 
without the Ornament of Flowers. *Tis not an Eloquence 
that is delicate, and inoflPenfive only : 'Tis nervous and fo- 
lid; and does not pleafe only, but actually engrofles and 
captivates, and the fineft Underftandings are the moft 
charm'd with it. When I fee thofe fublime Forms of Ex- 
Bon fo lively, fo profound, I do not fay *tis well utter- 
but well conceived. 'Tis the Sprightlinefs of the Ima- 

[nation that gives Pomp and Sublimity to the Language. 

^e£ius eft quod dtfertum factt -f, i. e. Eloquence is owing 
fto the Frame of the Mind. Our People call Language 
Judgment, and fine Words, full Conceptions. This Paint-^ 
ing is not fo much owing to the Dexterity of Hand, as to 
* the lively Impreflion of the Objedt on the Mind. GallMf^ 
'Language is fimple, becaufehis Conception is fimple. Ho- 
race is not content with a fuperficial Expreffion ; that wou'd 
betray him •, he fees into Things farther and more clearly. 
His Wit breaks into, and rummages the whole Magazine 
of Words and Figures to neprefent his Thoughts, and he 
muft have Terms to exprefs himfelf, which are more than 
ordinary, becaufe fuch is his Conception. Plutarch fays 
that he knew the Latin Tongue by Things || : So here, tl^e 
Senfe illuminates and produces the Words, which are no 
longer Words of Air, bqt of Flelh and Bone. They fig- 
nify more than they exprefs. The Novices in a Language 
have alfo foiiie Idei of this. For in Italy I faid whatever 
I had a Mind to in common Difcourfe ; but in ferious Sub- 
je6ts I did not dare to truft to an Idiom, which Icou'dnot 
turn and wind out of its common Path. I was for intro.- 
ducing fomething of my own. 

The 

♦ ^enecay Epift. 33. + ^intilian, lib. x. || In the Life of Dimpfi- 
henes, c. I. I began to take Latin Authors in Hand, fays he, very late, 
being far advanced in the Decline of Life, when an odd Thing 
happened to me, which is nevcrthelefs- true, viz. That I did not fo much 
learn or undcrftand Things by the Words, as I came to underflapd the 
Words, in fome Degree, by the Ufe and Knowledge I had of lh« 
Things thereby fignif^'d. 
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The Wits fet off a Language by their Way m/j i„y,'^i, 
of handling and managing it ; not fo much Lnnguacre, and 
innovating it, as by putting it to more vigor- ^^y' it frejb 
ous and various Services, and draining and '^^^^' 
bending it to them. They don't introduce new Terms in- 
to it, but they itirich thofe they have already, give them 
more Weight, Spirit, and Energy ; and add new Turns, 
which are however authorized by the wife and ingenious 
Application which they are not at a Lofs to make of 
them. This is the End which all fhou'd have in vieii 
who are ambitious of the Honour of writing well ; and aSji 
for thofe who have not Genius to attain to it, they ought 
to think of fornething elfe. And indeed how few have a 
Sufficiency of this Talent, is evident from the many French 
Scriblers of this Age. They are too bold and haughty to 
follow the common Road ; but the want of Invention and ^-^ 
Difcnetion ruins them. There is nothing to be fcen in 
their Writings, but a wretched AfFeftation of a ftrangc 
Novelty of Stile, with cold and abfurd Difguifes, which, 
inftead of elevating the Subjeft, deprefs it. Provided they 
can but trick up themfelves with new-fangled Terms, they 
care not what they avail j and, for the Sake of bringing 
in a new Word, tho* it be bv Head and Shoulders, they 
leave out the common one, tho' often more nervous and 
fignificant. 

I find Stuff enough in our Language, but MontaigneV 
there is fome Fault in the modelling ofit ; for Opinion of the 
there is nothing that might not be made out f"' ench z^/r^x^- 
of our Terms of Hunting and War, which is ''^'' 
a fruitful Soil to borrow rrom : And the Forms of Speech, 
like Herbs, improve and grow ftronger by being tranf* 
jdanted. I think the Language copioys enough, but not 
fnffictently pliable and vigorous. It commonly flags un- 
der a powerful Conception. If you are upon the Sublime, 
you often perceive it Janguifhes and droops under you, and 
that then Latin fteps into its Relief, as Greek does to o^hcr 
Languages. We do not eafily dilcern the Energy of fome 
of thc^e Words which I have felefted, becaufe thecomn'O'i 
. ufe of them has, in fome meafure, impair'a their Be ..;■ ; > 
and rendered it vulgar ; as is the Cafe in our conpvw.'oa 

Vol. hi. I TclV-, 
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'Talk, wherein there are excellent Phrafes and Metaphors, 
the Beauty of which is faded by their being antiquated, 
nnd their Luftre fully'd by too common handling. But 
this abates nothing of the Relifh to Men of Underftanding^ 
neither does it derogate from the Glory of thofe ancient 
Authors who, *tis likely, firft brought thofe Words into 
that Luftre. 

^be Sciences are The Sciences treat of Things with too 
treated of cwitb much Refinement, and in an artificial manner, 
tM much Art. very different from that which is common and 
jKitural. My Page makes Love, and underftands it ; but 
" ^ad to him Leo^ the Hebrew^ and Ficinus^ where they treat 
of the Lover, his Thoughts and his A-Jiions, and he 
knows nothing at all of the Matter. I difcover in AriftotU 
moft of my common Impulfes, which are there covered and 
doath'd in another Robe for the Ufe of the Schools. Well 
may they (peed ; but, were I of the Profeffion, I wou'd 
naturalize Art as much as artifie Nature. Let us leave Bemi^ 
and Equicola where we found them. 
Whv M When I write I care not for the Company 

' tiiigne ch^fe to ^^^ ^^ Remembrance of Books, left they ftiou'd 
%mje no Books break into my Plan : And to fay the Truth, 
Ijfhim but PIu- good Authors too much debafe and difcouragc 
^^Ziiin^ me. I am very much of the Mind of that 
' '*^' Painter who, having made a wretched Figure 
of fome Cocks, charged his Boys not to fuffer any natural 
Cock to come into his Shop ; and, in order to givp myfelf 
i little Luftre, had need rather of the Invention of the Mu- 
fician Antinmtydts^ who, when he was to perform a Piece of 
Mufic, took care that the Auditory fhou'd either before, or 
after him be entertained with fome other forry Songfters* 
But I can hardly be without a Plutarch •, he is fo univerfal 
and copious, that upon allOccafions, and whatever extrava- 
gant Subjeft you pitch upon, he is officious to fupply your 
Neceflity, and ftretches out a liberal Hand to you with an 
inexhauftible Store of Riches and Embellilhments. It 
vexes me that he is fo liable to be plundered by thofe who 
are converfant with him. I can no fooner make an Acquain- 
tance with him but I purloin either a Leg or a Wing from 
him. 

Eor 
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For this Defigh of mine I find it alfo very ;^ ^^ ^^^^ ,^ 
proper to write at home, in a wild Country, nvriunt bome^ 
vfaere nobody aflifts or relieves me, where I "where h: bad 
Hdom fee a Man that underftands the Latin »'"»//«? /»c7/^/w. 
of his Pater-nofter, or as little, if fo much of the French, 
I might have perform'd better elfewhere, but then the 
Work 'wou'd not have been fo much my ov/n -, its chief 
Aim and Perfedlion being to be exadly mine. I fhouM be 
f^enough to corredb fome accidental Errors, of which I 
im fiill, as I write on inadvertently ; but as for my ccm- 
mdn and conftant Imperfediions it wou'd be a Kind of 
Treaibn to expunge them. When any one tells me, or I 
ay to myfelf, * Thou art too full of Figures ; that's a 

* Word of the Gafcon Growth j that's a dangerous Phrafe 
\ (I don't rejed any that are us'd in the common Streets of 

* France ; 'tis mere Jeft to think of oppofing Cuftom with 
\ grammar) that's an ignorant Difcourfe ; a paradoxical 

* Sentence -, that there is too filly j you often make your^ 

* fclf merry \ it will be thought you fay a Thing in goo4 
*. £arneJt, which vou only fpeak in Jeft.* Very true, fay 
I i but I corred: the Errors of Inadvertency, not thofe of 
Oiftpm. Do I not talk at the fame Rate throughout? Do 
not I reprefent myfelf to the Life ? 'Tis enough I have 
done^what I defign'd. Every body difcovers me in my 
Book, an4 my Book in me. 

]^ow I have an apilh imitating Quality. Montaigne 
When Ilis'd to fet about writing Verfes (tho' ^^-^ ^^^ *^ 
I never made any but JL^atin) they plainly dif- ^"^^ ^^' 
cover'd the Poet I had read laft ; and fomc of my firft EC- 
&n have a Tafte that is a little exotic. At Paris I fpeak 
a Language fomewhat different from what I do at Man-- 
tmgne. Whatever I look upon with Attention eafily leaves 
feme ImpreflSon of it upon me. Whatever I examine J 
nuke my own, whether a filly Countenance, a difagree- 
able Grimace, a ridiculous Way of Speaking ; and Vices 
inbft of all, forafmuch as they feize and ftick to me, and 
will not leave their Hold without flfeking off. I fwear oft- 
Acr by Imitation than Humour. A cruel Imitation like 
that ofjtht Apes, fo terrible in Stature and Strength, which 
K. AMiaridcr met with in a certain Country of tHcIrjtiics^?Ltv4 
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which it wou'dhave been difficult for him to have mafter'd 
any other Way. But they afforded him the Means, by this 
their Inchnation to counterfeit whatever they faw done *. 
For thereby the Purfuers learnt to put on Shoes in their 
Sight, and to tye them faft witli many Knots, to muffle up 
their Heads in Caps altogether composed of running Noofes, 
and to make as if they anointed their Eyes with Glcw. 
Thus did thofe poor Animals employ their mimicking 
Humour indifcreetly to their own Detriment. They glew*d 
up their own Eyes, hamftring'd, and bound themfclves. 
The other Faculty of mimicking the Words and Gcfturc 
of another, purpofely to raife Mirth and Admiration, is 
no more in my Power than in that of a Stock. When I 
fwear in my own manner, *tis only by God, which of all 
Oaths is the moft ftridt. -}- They fay xhuSocrales fworcby 
his Dog -, Zeno by that fame Interjedlion which is at this 
Time in ufe among the lialiansy viz. Cappari ^ and Pytba- 
goras II by Water and Air. I am fo apt, without think- 
ing of it, to receive thefe fuperficial Impreffions, that if I 
had in my Mouth Sire or Higbnefs three Days together, I 
repeat them a Week after, inftead of Excellency and Lord- 
Jbip ; and what I fay one Day in Sport and in Jeft, I Ihall 
repeat next Day ferioufly. Therefore in Writing I am 
fonder of trite Arguments, left I fliou'd handle them at 
another's Expence. Every Subjeft is equally fertile to me. 
A Fly will ferve me for a Subject ; and 'tis well if what I / 
have now in Hand may not have been undertake^ at the I 
Coinmand of as rambling a Will. Let me begin with that 
which I like beft 5 for the Subjects are all Hnk'd to one an- 
other. 

But 



* Julian de Anifnal. lib. xvii. c. 25. and StraBo, lib, xv. p. I023, 

Laert. lib. vii. § 32. Capparis is the Name of a Shrub bearing Capers. 
Others fwore by a Cabbage, as is the Cuftom in France^ even at this 
Day ; witnefs the Word Fertuchou, 2. kind of Oaih, which fignjfics by 
the Virtue of Cabbage j an Expreffion which many People r.»ake ufe 
of every now and then. || Diogenes Laert. in the Life of Py^^bapras, 
lib. viii. Se^. 6. ti 
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But I am vex*d that my deepeft, and moft Ug^^^^rall 
ridiculous Reveries, yet fuch as plcafe me produced his 
beft, are produced on a fudden, and when I profiundeft 
look for *em the leaft ; and that they as fud- "^^ougbts on a 
denly vanifli, for want of fomething at that -^ '"' 
Inftant to apply them to ; be it on Horfeback, at Table, 
or in Bed ; tho' I am moil given to think when I am 
riding. 

My Speech is a little nicely jealous of At- Did not like to 
tention and Silence if I am engaged in a Dif- i^e interrupted ' 
courfe.^. Whoever then interrupts me puts me ^/^^'wajjpeai' 
to a Stand. In a Journey the very Neceflaries "'^' 
wanting on the Road break off Difcourfe ; befides that I 
'often travel without the Company fit for fuch regular Con- 
verfation ; by which Means I have all the Leifure I wou'd 
dcfire to entertain myfelf. It falls out to me as it does with 
my Dreams. W hilft I am dreaming I recommend them 
to my Memory (for I am apt to dream that I dream) but 
next Day I may well enough call to mind what Complexi- 
on they were of, whether gay or fad, or wild ; but what 
they were as to the reft, the more I ftrive to recoUeft it, 
the deeper I plunge it in Oblivion. So of Thoughts that 
come accidentally into my Head, I have no more than a 
vain Image remaining in ;Tiy Memory ; only enough to 
tcazc and vex me in a fruidefs Search after them. 

Now therefore, laying Books afide, and to j^^^^ ^^^ ^^ . 
Ipcak more to the Purpofe and the Truth, I how it renders 
find, after all, that Love is nothing but the « ^t^n ridicul- 
Thirftof the Enjoyment of it in a defired '^Bcil^'^'' 
Subject, and that Venus is nothing more ^ ^^^*' 
than the Pleafure of difcharging the Veflels ; like the Plea- 
fure that Nature gives us in the Difcharge of the other 
l^arts, which becomes vicious by being either immo- 
derate or indifcreet. According to Socrates Love is the 
Appetite of Generation by the Intervention of Beauty. 
And, having often confider'd the ridiculous Titillation 
of this Pleafure, the abfurd, hairbrain'd, and fenfelefs 
Motions with which it agitat& Zeno and Crafippus^ the in- 
difcreet Rage, the Countenance inflam'd with Fury and 
Cruelty, in the fweeteft Aft of Love i and then that four^ 
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grave, and ecftatic one in an Aftion fo wanton -, that, our 
Delights and oor Excrements are promifcuoufly Ihuffled to- 
gether, andthatthe higheftPleafureis, hke Pain, attend- 
ed with Fainting and Complaining. I think it true what 
Plcto f:iys, that Man was made by the Gods for their 
Sport *. 

(quosnam ijlajdcandi 



What a ftrange fporting Cruelty is tjiis ? 

and that 'tis inDerifion that Nature has ordered the moil 
common of our Aftions to be the moll troublefome ; 
thereby to make us equal, and to parallel Fools and wife 
Men, Beafts and us. When I imagine the moft contemp- 
lative and prudent Man, in this Situation, I think he has. 
confummate Impudente to pretend to be prudent and con- 
templative. The Pride of the Peacock is mortify'd by its 
Legs* 

*— ^— — ridentem dicere verum^ 
i^id vet at i] ? 

Why may not Truth in laughing Guife be dreft ? 

They who in their Sports banifh ferious Thoughts are, l&ys 
one, like the Perfon who fears to adore the Statue oi a 
Saint if it be ftark-naked. We eat and drink indeed as 
Beafts do-, but thefe are not Aftiohs that obftruft the Func- 
tions of our Soul. In thofe we maintain our Advantage 
over them. This fubjefts every other Thought to it ; and, 
by its imperious Authority, makes an Afs of all Plato^^ 
Divinity and Philofophy, and yet there's no Complaint of 
it. In every Thing elfe yoii may ^referve a Sort of Deco- 
rum : All other Operations fubmit to the Rules of Hon- 
efty ; this cannot lo much as in Imagination appear other 
than vicious or ridiculous. Examine if you can therein 

» find' 

• ''Ai'flptf'T^j' 0£? T/ '90i^»iw eiveut Dc LegibuSy lib. vii. p. 889, 
^ Claudian in Euirof. lib. i. v. 24^ 25. || Hot. 6ac. I. lib. i. v. 24, 25. 
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find a wife and difcreet Proceeding. Atexander faid that this 
Performance and Sleeping were the chief Adtions by which 
he knew himfelf to be mortal *. Sleep fuffocates and fup- 
prefles the Faculties of our Soul : The Exercife with the 
Sex abforbs and diffipates them in like manner. Doubtlels 
'tis a Mark not only of our original Corruption, but alfo 
of our Vanity and Deformity. 

Nature impels us to it on the one Hand, fvhhkove 
by having attached to this Defire the moft no- ^ujiih <which * 
ble, ufeful, and pleafant of all her Fundtions j Nature infpins 
and, on the other Hand, fhe leaves us to ac- ^'' ^\^J ^^" 
cufe and avoid it as a Thing infolent and in- ^^^ * - 
decent, to blufh at it, and to recommend Abftinenctf. 
Are not we mere Brutes to call that Operation hrutijh Which 
begets us ? People of various Religions have concurred in 
feveral Ceremonies, as Sacrifices, Lamps, burning In- 
cenfe, Faftiiigs, Oblations, and among others in the Con- 
demnation of this A6Hon. AH Opinions concentre in 
this, befides the antiquated Praftice of Circumcifion. 
We have perhaps Caufe to blame ourfelves for contributing 
to fo filly a Produftion as Man, if we call the Aft and the 
Parts that are employed in it*fhameful ; as mine are proper- 
ly fo at this Time. The EJfenianSj of whom Pliny fpcaks, 
kept up t their Nation feveral Ages, without Nurfes or 
Cradles, by the Arrival of Foreigners, who, following 
this pretty Humour, came among them continually ; a 
whole Nation running the Hazard of totally exterminat- 
ing themfclves, rather than engage themfelves in female 
Embraces, and rather to lofe a Succeffion of Men than to 
beget one. They lay that Zeno || never had to do with a 
Woman but once in his whole Life, and then out of Civi- 
Kty that he might not be deem'd a Woman-hater. Every 
one fliuns the Sight of a Birth ; every one runs to fee an 
Execution. To deftroy, a fpacious Field is fought out, and 

I 4 that 

• Plutarch in his Trafl of the Means to diftinguifh the Flatterer from 
the Friend, c. 23. -f- Gens/ola^ et in toto orbe prater cat eras mira, fim 
ulld Famifta, omni Fenere qhdicata. — In diem ex aquo convenarum tmrhe ri* 
na/dtur, large frequentibus quos njitdfejfos ad mores eorum firttma fu^ui 
agitat, Ita fer/aculorum mi/Ha (incredihiU diSu) gens atcrna efty in qu& 
nemo nafcitur^ Nat. Epift. lib. V. c. 17. U Diog, Laert. in the I-ifc of 
Xtno, lib. vii. ^ 1 }. 
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that iii the Face of the Sun •, but to beget, we creep into as 
dark and clofe a Corner as we can. 'Tis a Man's Duty to 
withdraw himfelf from the Light to do it ; but 'tis his 
Glory, and the Fountain of many Virtues, to be able to 
deftroy it. The one is an Injury, the other a Favour ; for 
Arifiotle faid, that to do any one good was, according to a 
Proverb in his Country, to kill him. The Athenians^ for 
the Sake of paralleHng the Difguft of thofe two Actions, 
being to cleanfe the Ifland of Delos^ and to juftify them- 
felves to Apollo^ prohibited all Birtl>s and Burials in the 
Precinfts thereof. * Nofiri no/met panitet^ i, e- We are 
afham'd of ourfelves. 

flhere are Pso- There are Nations where the People don't 
fie who d(.nt love to be fcen to eat. I know a Lady, and 
care thfxt aity of the greatcft Quality too, who thinks alfo 
jhoiidfei them ^Yi2ii Chewing gives a difagreeablc Air to the 

Face, which takes off much of its Grace and 
Beauty ; and therefore flie does not care to appear in pub- 
lic with an Appetite : And I know a Man too who cannot 
bear to fee another, or be feen himfelf to eat ; and is moxe 
fhy of Company to fee him in the A6t of Repletion than 
that of Evacuation. 

Turkifli mad ^" ^^^ ^urkijh Empire there are a great ma- 
J^Un, njoho are ny Men who, aiming to be thought more ex- 
P'oud to dehafe ccllent than others, never fuffer themfelves to 
their o'wn Na^ ]^ f^en whcn they are at their Meals, who 

make but one in a Week, who cut and mangle 
their Face and Members, and never fpeak to any one : A 
frantic People, who think to honour their Nature by being 
unnatural to it, who value themfelves upon defpifmg them- 
felves, and become better by growing worfe. What a 
Monfter is the Animal that becomes horrible to himfelf ; 
whbfe Delights are his Plagues, and who fticks to Mif- 
fortune I 

There 

* Seneca tells his Friend LuciUusy in his 1 1 cth Epiftle, that he wou*d 
reap a very confiderable Advantage from Philpfophy, viz. that he wouVi 
ftever be afham'd of himfelf; and 'tis not unlikely that this Pailage raft 
in M'jntaigne\ Head, tho' he employs it in a Senfe quite different, j 
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There arc fome who-hide themfelves as long as they live, 

Exilioque domos et dulcia Umina mutant ; 
At que alio patriam quarunt fub fole jacentem 

Leavmg their native Seats, in Exile run 
To Lands that lie beneath another Sun. 

and fteal from the Sight of other Men ; and ^^^ w^^ con- 
avoid Health and Chearfiilnefs, as Qualities ^''Jj^ff^^^d 
that are prejudicial, and Enemies to the hu- cr^in'IJous^ 
man Being. Not Only many Sefts, but many ufingtbemfehes 
People, curie their Birth, and blefs their Death % ilL 
and there is a Place where the Sun is abhorr'd, and Dark- 
nefs ador'd. We are only ingenious to ufe ourfelves ill. 
In queft of this Game we let out all our Wit, which is a 
dangerous Tooh if it be us'd intemperately. 

O miferi quorum gaudia crimen bahent -f / 

Q wretched Man, whofe very Joys are Crimes ! 

Alas ! poor Man ! thou haft Misfortunes enough that are 
unavoidable, without ftretching thy Invention to increafe 
them \ and art miferable enough by Conftitution, without 
being fo by Art ; thou haft real and eflential Deformities, 
enough, without forging fuch as are imaginary. Doft thou 
think thyfelf too eafy in thy Circumftances if one half of 
thy Enjoyments does not difquiet thee ? Doft thou think 
that thou haft performed all the neceflary Offices to which 
thou art engaged by Nature ; and that fhe is idle in thee 
if thou doft not oblige thyfelf to new Offices ? Thou doft 
not fcruple to offend her univerfal and undoubted Laws, 
and art very tenacious of thy own favourite Whimfies, 
which, the more particular, uncertain, and contradifted 
they arc, the more pains thou doft take in their Favour. 
Thou art attach'd to the pofitiveLaws of thyParifh, but 
thofe of the World concern thee not. Run but a little 
over the Examples of this Kind j thy whole Life is full of 
diem. 

The 

♦ r/rf. Geo. lib. li. V. 5 n. f CormL Gall. Elc^ i- v^ v^^. 
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^otalkdifcuet^ The VcHes of thofe two Poets, ki treating 
h of Looje only fo rcfervedly and difcreetly as they do of Laf- 
fiimulatesittbe civioufncfs, do, I think, difcoverit, and lay 
*^^^* it fuller in View. The Ladies cover their 

Breafts with Net- work,, as the Priefts do feveral facred 
Things -, and Painters throw a Shade over their Works to 
give them the greater Luftre : And the Sun and Wind are 
faid to ftrike more violently by Reflexion than in a diredt 
Line. When the Egyptian was alk'd. What he cirry'd fo 
fecretly under his Cloak •, he gravely anfwer -d, ^Tis hid 
under my Cloak *, to the End that thou might'ft not 
know what it is. But there are fome other Things that are 
hid only on Purpofe to be fhewn. Hear this Man who 
ijpeaks plainer. • 

Et nudam prejffi corpus adujque meum -f. 

And in thefe naked Arms of mine 
Her naked Body I did twine. 

Methinks I am emafculated by tljis Expreflion. If Mar^ 
tial turn up Veims* Coats ever 16 high, he cannot fhew her 
in fuch Perfeftion. He who feys all that might be ikiid, fiir- 
£:its and difgufts us. He who is afraid to fpeak otit in* 
dines one to think more of the Matter than there is in 
Reality. There is a Kind of Treachery in this Sort of 
Modefty, and efpecially whilift they half opcn^ as they do, 
fo fair a Path to Imagination. And both the Adicm and the 
I>efcript;ion muft fliewthey arc ftoln. 

The Love of the Spaniards aod IkiBans^ the 
TheLo^eo/ihe rnore refpeftful and timeiDus, the mbre coy 

Spaniards ana ^ r - - i i .ir 4 

//^Italians; and lecret It IS, the better it pleaies me. r 
themorere/jfe^' know not which of the Ancients it was who 
fuUn^ timorous wifh*d. his Wcafon as long as the Neck of a 

1' %abir''' " ^""^"^ ^^^ ^^ "^*^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ in tailing 
agteea f. what he fwallow'd. Such a Wiftfwou'd^havc 

been more proper in this Pleafure, which^ is fo quick and* 
precipitant, efpecially in fych- Natures as mine> which has 

the 

• Plutarch of Curiofity^ c. 3- + Owd dc Amor. lib. i. Eleg. 5. 
V. 24. II See in Atbeneus, lib. i. c 6. 
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the Fault of being top fudden in it? Mption. To ftop its 
Flight, and delay it with Preambles, a Wink, a Bow, a 
Word, a Sign, ftand all for Favour and Recompence, be- 
twixt them. Wou'd it not be excellent Frugality in him 
that cou'd dine on the Steam of J^paftmeat ? 

*Tis a Paflion in which Solidity has a very j^^ ^^ ^^ 
.little Share, hjut Vanity and a feverifh Dotage i,e madegradu'^ 
much greater ; and it mull be recompenc'd olly^ andnmth- 
and fervid in the fame Manner. We teach the ^*' ^rtcifitati^ 
Ladies to value and efteem ^hemfelves, and to 
amufe and cheat us. We give the lafl Difcharge at the 
firft Onfet. The Frmch Imj)etuofity always attends it. 
By fpinning out their Favours, and expofing them in fmaU 
Parcels, even wretched old Age finds fome Share of them, 
according to a Man's Value and Merit. He who has no 
Fruition but in Fruition, who wins nothing unlefs he fweep 
the Stakes, who only loves the Chafe for the Sake of the 
Quarry, has no Bufmefs to come to our School. The 
more Steps and Gradations there are, the uppermoft Seat is 
therefore the higher, and the more honourable. We 
ihou'd take a Pleafure in being conduced to it, as is the 
Way in n^agnificent Palaces, by divers Porticos and Paf- 
fages, long and pleafant Galleries, and by many Turnings 
and Windings. This Management wou'd redound to our 
Advantage. We fliou'd then ftay longer and love longer. 
Without Hope and without Defire our Progrefs is not worth 
a Rufh. Our Conqueft and intire PofTeflion is what they 
ought always to dread. When they furrender themfelves 
up to the Mercy of our Fidelity and Conftancy, they run 
not a little Hazard. Thefe are Virtues rare and hard to at- 
tain to, They are no fooner ours but we are no more theirs : 



— — pdjiquum cuptd^e mentis faiiata libido ejl^ 
Verba nihil metuere^ nihil perjuria curant *. 

When our Defires and Lufts once fated are 
For Oaths and Promifes we nothing care. 



And 



Catullus de Nup tils Pelei et Thetidis. Carm. 62. v. 147. 
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Artd Tbrafofiides^ a young Man of Greece^ was fo fond of 
his Amour that, having gain'd his Miftrefs's Heart, he 
refused to enjoy her, that he might not by Fruition con- 
sume, quench, and fatiate that uneafy Paffion, of which 
he boafted, and with which he fed his Fancy. The Dear- 
nefs of a Difh heightens the Relifli of it. 
tr-rr J 'V Do but obferve how much the Fafhion of 
ccnfemptihle hy Salutuig, which IS pecuhar to our Nation, 
heinitoocom- does, by the Facility of granting them, rob 
inon in Salutes. Y^ifft^ of that Charm which Socrates faid is fo 
powerful and dangerous for dealing our Hearts. 'Tis a 
iifagrceable and ofFenfive Fafliion for the Ladies that they 
mutt be oblig'd to lend their Lips to every Man that has 
three Footmen to attend him, be his Perfon ever fo difguft- 



ing. 



* Cujus livida naribus caninis 

l)ependet glades, rigetque barba t 

* * « ♦ ♦ 
* * « * ^ 

Centum occurrore malo eunnilingis -f-- 

Nor are we ourfelvcs at all Gainers by the Bargain ; for as 
the World is divided we are oblig'd to kifs fifty ugly Faces 
for three Beauties ; and to tender Stomachs, like thofe of 
my Age, a bad Kifs is too dear a Purchafe for a good one. 
In Italy they paffionately court, and even fall into Rap- 
tures of Devotion to the very Women who proftitute 
themfelves for Money ; and juftify themfelves in it by 
pleading that there are Degrees of Fruition, and that they 
pay them fo much Compliment with a Defire of obtaining 
that Fruition which is the moft intire. The Women only 
fell their Bodies : Their Wills are too free, and too much 
their own to be put to Sale. Therefore, fay thefe Gentle- 
men, *tis the Will they aim at ; and fo far they are in the 
right. *Tis the Will that muft be obliged and managed. 
I ihou'd abhor to think that mine was a Body deprived of 
Affedion. And this Madnefs is, methinks, a-kin to that 

of 

* Martial. lib. vii. Epig. 94. f The I^atin is the only Language 

that is fo licentious as to convey Ideas fo grofs and nafty. Seneca fays 
'tis better to fupprefs fome Things in Silence, tho' it be to the Detrimeht 
of the Caufe, rather than to tranfgrefs the fiounds of Modeflys Semi^ 
Controverf. lib.i. Controv. 2. towards the End. 
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)f the * Boy, who long'd to ravifh the beautiful Image of 
'^enus^ which was carv'd by Praxiteles \ or that of the fu- 
ious Egyptian^ who violated the dead Corplc of a Womaa 
hat he was embalming ; which gave occafion to the Law -}- 
nade afterwards in E^ft that the Bodies of beautiful 
^oung Women, and thofe of a good Family, Ihou*d be 
cept three Days before they were put into the Hands of 
hofe Perfons who had the Charge of their Interment. Pe^ 
iander afted more wonderfully, who extended his con- 
ugal AfFedtion (more regular and legal) to the Enjoymejic 
af his Wift Melijfa after ihe was dead. Does it not feeni 
alimatic Humour in the Moon, when (he cou'd no other- 
wife enjoy her Darling Endymion, to lay him afleep for fc- 
vcral Months, and to pleafe herfelf with the Fruition of a 
Boy, who ftirr'd not but in a Dream ? I likewife lay, that 
to love a Body without its Confent arid without its Defire, 
is to love a Body without a Soul, All Enjoyments arc 
not the fame. There are fome that are hedtic and languifli- 
ing. A thoufand other Caufes, befides good Will, may 
procure us this Grant from the Ladies. This is not a fu^• 
ficient Teftimony of AfFe<5Hon. Treachery may lurk there 
as well as elfewhere. They go to it fometimes but with 
half a Mind 

Tanquam tbura merumque parent II, 
Abfintem mamtoredrnve putes §. 

So coldly they the Sacrifice prepare. 

You'd think they abfent, or elfe Marble are. 

f know fome Ladies who had rather lend That than their 
Cbach, aind who only impart tbemfelves that Way. You 
ilfetoobferve whether your Company pleafes them upon 
my odier account, or only for that fame, the Endowment 
of ibme fbong chin'd Groom ; and in what Degree of 
Favour you Hand with them, 

~ tihi 

• Femertm Praxitelis in marimre qunji fpirantem in tempio Gui£orum ctU 
homdt, propter fultbritudinem operit^ a lihidinofo ci^ufdam compLxu par a a 
pHam, Valcr. Max. lib. viii. c. 1 1. in Externis J 4. f Htrodot. lib i:. 

tl36. fl" Diog. Lacrtius in the Life of Pen'andtr, lib. i. J 96. jj Maru 
.3u.Ep. 105. V. 12. $ Id. lib. xi. £p. 61. v. 8. 
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. ' tihiji datur uni * 

^0 lapide illo diem candidiore nolet *. 

Whether thy Miftrefs favour thee alone. 
And mark thy Day out with the whiter Stone. 

What if flie fops the Bread fhe eats of yours in the Sauce 
of a more pleafing Imagination ? 

Te tenets abfentes alios fuffirat amores f . 

While in her Arms intwin*d you don't difcover 
She pants with Longing for an abfcht Lover. 

What ? Have we not known a Man in our own Times who 
made this Aft fubfervlent to a horrid Piece of Revenge, by 
that Means to poifon and kill an honeft Woman ? They 
.who Vino^ Italy will never think it ffrangft if I feek not 
elfewhere for Inftances of this Kind. For that Nation may 

be caird the Miftrels of the World in this Re- 
mtz^ttihere f^^ ^^iQ Yizvz generally finer Women, 

art as many , V - ^ <. . v> i • ^ * * ■ /• ' 

tharming Wo- ^^d fewer ofdmary ones than we ; but for un- 

men and Men common and excellent Beauties I reckon that 

of uncommon ^e are Upon a Par. I form the fame Judgment 

Ment as in ^f ^j^^ ^-^^ ^£ ^^^ common Clafs, of which 

'tis plain that they have many more. Biiita- 
lity is, without Comparifon, more uncommon there. As 
for Angular Genius's, and thofe of the firft Rate, we are 
not at all indebted to them. Were I to extend the Gbmpa- 
rifon, I think I might fay as to Prowefs, 'tis with us popu- 
lar and natural, contrary to what it is with thcni'; bpt we' 
have feen it fometimes in their Haiids to a Degree fo full 
and vigorous that it furpaffes the moff obftiniate Inftances 
we have of it. 

ne incon^eni^ Jhe' Mariiagps of that Country are Veiy 
incies of the too Unhappy upon thisA'ccount : Their Cuftom 
greatRefiraints commonly impofes fo harfh and flavifh a Law 
in<whkhthe upon their Wives, that the moft remote Ac- 
tbeirWi^es q^aintance with a Stranger is as great a Crime 
. with them as the ddfeft j the Confequence of 

which 

♦ CatulL ad Manlium, Carm. 66, v. 147. \ TibulL lib.i. El. 6. v. 35. 
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which Law is that all Approaches become neceflarily fub- 
ftantial ; and, fincc all comes to the iame Account, they 
have a very eafy Choice to make. And, when they have 
broke down thofe Fences, depend on*t tliey are all on Fire. 
Luxuria ipjis vinctdis^Jicut fera befiia^ irritata^ deindt mijfa^ 
i. e. Luft, like a wild Beaft, being enrag'd by being bound 
breaks from its Chain. 'Tis neceflary they Ihou'd have a 
little more Rein. 

Vidi ego nuper equum cofUra fua ft ana tenacen 
Ore rehiRanti fulmnis ire tnodo *. 

I faiw, ipite of his Bh, a head-ftrong Colc 
Run with his Rider like a Thunder- bolt. 

^c Defirc of Company is abated by giving it fbmc \sU 
hccVf, "Tis a fine Cuft6m we ha^p in our Nation that our 
Children arc admitted into good Families there, to be en- 
teriain'd and bred up Pages as in a School of Nobility. And 
\Si looked upon as an Incivility and an Affront to refufe a 
(firMtleman. I have taken Notice (for fo many Families, 
So many diflfcrcnt Stiles and Forms) that the Ladies v/ho 
have chofe to fubjeft the Maids of their Retinue to the moft 
auftere Rules, have had no better Luck than thofe who 
Have allow'd them greater Liberty. There is a Neceffity 
for ufing Moderation. Good Part of their Conduft fh(!iu*d 
be left to their Difcretion ; for when all comes to all there is 
noDifcxplinethat can reftrain them throughout. But *tis 
very true that fhc who comes off fafe and found from a 
School of Liberty, is more to be trufted than flie who comes 
Wfmy found from a fevere and cloyfter'd Education. 

c5ur Anceftors form'd the Countenances of ^fodefty necef- 
tlicir Daughters to Bafhfulnefs and Fear (their ><:^ ^' ^'"^'^^ 
Courage andDefires being always alike) we ours to Afiur- 
We underftand nothing of the Matter. This is the 
s of the Sarmatian Ladies, who are not allow*d to 
^fiewith a Man till they have kill'd another in Battle with 
own Hands. For me, who have no other Demand 
ifpntbem than that they wou'd give me a Hearings 'tis 

fuf* 

♦ OwW Amor. lib. iii. Eleg. 4. v. 13, 14. 
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fufBcient if they retain me for Council according to the 
Privilege of my Age. I advife them, therefore, as well 
as my own Sex, to Abftinence ; but, if the Times we live 
in will not admit of this, let them be at lead difcreet and 
modeft. For as Jrijlippus * is reported to have faid to cer- 
tain young Men, that blufh*d at feeing him go into a 
Bawdy-houfe, The Crime is not in going in, but in not 
coming out. Let her that has no Care of her Confcience 
have fome Regard however for her Character ; and, tho* 
Ihe be rotten within, let her carry a fair Outfide. 
MontaigneV I commend a Gradation and Length of 
^ap as to the Time in the beftowing of their Favours, Pla- 
Article of Lonje, to (hews that, in all Sorts of Love, Facility 
and Readinefs are prohibited to the Defendants. For the Wo- 
men to yield lb intirely and rafhly , without Fear or Wit, difco-* 
vers a greedy Appetite, which they ought, with all their Art, 
to conceal. By their orderly and regular Deportment in their 
Grant of their Favours, they much more whet our Defire, 
. and hide their own. Let them always fly before us ; I mean 
thofe who wifli neverthelefs to be overtaken. They con- 
quer us the better by Flight, like the Scythians. In truth,, 
according to the Law that Nature has impos*d on them, 
'tis not properly their Prerogative, either to Will or Defire ; 
their Part is to fufFer, obey, and confent; for which 
Nature has given them a perpetual Capacity, which in 
us is uncommon and uncertain. They have always their 
Call, to the End that they may be always ready for 
ours. Pati natif f, i. e. They are bprn to be paflive ; 
And whereas Ihe has order'd that our Appetites fliou'd be 
manifefted by a prominent Shew and Declaration of it, ihe 
has caus'd theirs to be hidden and internal, and furnilbM 
them with Parts improper for Oftentation, and luch as are 
merely defenfive. Such Proceedings as this that follows 
mull be left to the Amazonian Licenfe. Alexander^ pafling 
through Hyrcania^ ThaleJlriSj Queen of the Amazons^ met 
him with three Hundred Light-horfe, of her own Sex, 

finely 

• Diog. Laert. in the Life of Ariflipfus, lib. ii. J 69. f Thcfe two 
Wprds are taken out of Seneca, who, (peaking of the Women of his 
Time, fays, that the Sex born of the paflive Gender was as luftful as 
chat of the adlivp Gender, ^pift. 95- - 
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finely mounted and well ai-m'd, having left the Remainder 
of a great Army that followed her, behind the neighbour- 
ing Hills ; and when Ihe came into his Prefence, fhe fpoke 
aloud to him, and faid, * That the Fame of his Vidlories 

* and Valour had brought her thither to fee him, and to 

* make him an Offer of her Forces to affift him in his En- 

* terprizes \ and that, finding him fo handfome^ young, and 

* vigorous, flie, who was alfo perfedl in all thofe Qualities >^, 

* advis'd him that they might lie together, to the End 

* that, from the moft valiant Woman in the World, and 
^ the moft valiant Man then living, there might hereafter 

* fpring fome great and wonderful Iffue.* Alexander 
thuik'dher, and, to give Time for the Accomplifliment 
of her Demand, he ftay'd there thirteen Days, which were 
ipent with as much Mirth as poffible to welcome fo heroic 
aPrinceis. 

We arc, almoft in every Inftance, unjufi ^^ '» lo^^ 
Judges of. their Adtions as they are of ours, '^^^^'^^gf^ 
I pay the iamc Acknowledgment to the Truth, ^/^^ /J^ 2^. 
iraen it makes againft me, as when 'tis on my mty andhcon* 
^ide ? 'Tis an abominable Intemperance that fi^^ 9f tin 
prompts them fo often to change, and that ^^^^*- 
hinders them from limiting their Affedlion toany onePer- 
fim whatfbever, as is evident in that Goddefs, to whom 
are attributed lb many Changes, and fo many different Pa- 
nnioursjr But 'tis true withal, that 'tis contrary to the 
Nature of Love, if it be not violent, and contrary to the 
Nature of Violence, if it be conftant. And they who 
make it a Wonder, who exclaim againft it, and make fuch 
Inquiry into the Caufes of this Frailty of theirs, as if 
were unnatural and incredible, how comes it that they 
not perceive how often they are themfelves guilty of the 
without any Aftonifhment or Miracle at all ? It woti'd, 
rhaps, be more ftrange to fee the Paffion fix'd. 'Tis not 
Vol. hi. K a 

• Diodorus cf Sicily 9 lib. xvii. c. i6. But this Hlftorian does not fay 

lit this Queen of the jfmazons offered Alexander Troops to aid him in 

b militaiy Expeditions : And ^intus Curtius, lib. vi jj. 5. iays cx- 

tfljr, that Alexander having aflc'd her if ihe vvou'd go to the Wars with 

■, flic cjccus'd hcrfelf by faying, that fhe had left nobody to be Guar- 

of her Kingdom j Caufaia, Jine Cvjiode Regnum reiiquijje. 
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a Paflion merely corporeal. If there be no End in Avarice 
and Ambition, there is no End neither in carnal Concu- 
pifcence. It exifts even after Satiety, and 'tis impoffible to 
prefcribe either lafting Satisfaction, or End to it. It always 
longs for fomething unpoffefs'd -, and yet Inconftancy is, 
perhaps, fomewhat more pardonable in them than in us. 
They may plead, as well as we, the Inclination to Variety . 
and Novelty, which is common to both Sexes ; and fe- 
condly they might plead whether we will admit it or not : 
that they buy a Pig in a Poke. Joan^ Queen of Naples *, . 
caus'd Andreoffo^ her firft Hufbanci, to be hang'd at the f 
Bars of her Window in a Halter of Gold and Silk, wove ' 
with her own Hand, becaufe that in the matrimonial Du- ' 
ties Ihe found he had not the Parts, and cou'd not make 
the Efforts anfwerable to the Expectation fhe had conceiVd 
from his Stature, Beauty, Youth, and Difpofition,. where- 
by flie had been caught and deceived.. There is more La? ' 
bour required in Doing than in Suffering ; lb that they are 
on their Part always at leafl provided for the Supply of our . 
Exigency, but it may happen otherwife on our Part. Fm: 
this Reafon Flato wifely made a Law, that before everjr ' 
Marriage, in order to prove its Fitnefs, certain Judgci 
Ihdh'd view the Youths, who claimed it, ftark naked, ancj 
the Women naked too, but not lower than the Waifl. to 
their Trial of us, perhaps, they do not find us worthy of 
their Choice. *^ 

Experta latus madidoqueJimilUma loro 
Inguina^ nee lajfdjlare coaSa matm 
Deferit imbelles thalamos "f . 

'Tis not enough that the Will be good, Impotency and In- 
fufficiency are lawful Reafons for diflblving a Marriage. 

• ^t^ 

• JndrnVf tlie Son of Charles King of Hungary, and the Huiband of 
Joan 1. Qaten of Naples, The Italians call'd him Andreejfo^ As to die 
tragical Death of this Prince, fee BayU\ Didionary, in the Article oC^ 
Joan I. of NapUe. -j* As was the Cafe of Gailuf mentioned in Martuif* 
(lib. vii. Ep. 57. V. 3, &c.) who, being dilTatisfy'd with iBkX of fc?ei: 
Hulbands whom fhe quiued^ was likewife deceived hy other HulbaDdi 
equally deficient. 
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Ei qtufrundum aliunde foret nervojius illud^ 
^od pojfet Zonam folvere Virgineam *. 

And why fhou'd not fhe look out for an amorous Being 
more licentious and aflive according to her own Standard ? 

■ ■ fi blatido nequeat fuperejfe labori -f . 

If he cannot perform the pleafing Talk ? 

But is it not great Impudence to bring our InfufEciency and 
impotency to the Place where we defire to give Pleafure, 
and to leave a good Opinion and Charafter of ourfelves ? 
For the little that I am able to do now, 

- ad unum 
Mollis opus ||. 

But once a Night* 

t wbu'd not teaze a Perfon whom I efteem and fear to offend^ 

- fuge fufpicari 



Cujus undenum trepidavit at as 

Claudere luftrum §. 

Letijot your Mind indulge fufpicious Fears 

Of mni who trembling draws to threefcore Years. 

Nature ought to be fatisfy'd with having rendered this Age 
miferable, without expoune it alfo to Ridicule. I hate ta 
fee it, for one poor Inchor pitiful Vigour which warms it 
thrice a Week, to ftrut and pufli on with as much Eager- 
ads as if it had Len^ and Strength to perform mighty Feats, 
whichendina mere Blaze of Flax; andwonder to fee itsvio- 

. lent Itching ib fuddenly chill'd and extinguifh'jj. This is an 
Appetite which can be in none but the Flower of beauti- 
fill Youth. If you truft to Nature, expeding fhe will fe- 

I eond that indefatigable, full, conftant, and magnanimous 
ftMonr which is in you, fhe will certainly leave you in the 

K 2 Lurch. 

^ CatuHtti ad janujwn maectee cujufdam, Carm. 6;. v. 27, 2^. 
t G/orf. lib. iii.v. 127. H Her. Epod. lib. xii. v. 15, 16, 5 H^raa^ 
Ub. ii. Ode 4. v. 22. ^ 
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Lurch. Return it, therefore, boldly to fome tender, 
balhful, and ignorant Boy, who ftill trembles under the 
Lafh and bluflies at it. 

Indum fanguineo veluti violaverit ofiro 

Si quis ehcr, vel mifta rubent ubi tiUa^ multi 

Alba rofd *. 

So Indian Iv'ry, ftain'd with Crimfon, fhows. 
Or Lilies white, mix'd with the damafk Rofe. 

He who can, * without hanging down his Head for verjf 
Shame, expeft next Day to face the Difdain of thofe failJ 
Eyes, confcious of his fumbling Impertinence, 

Et tacitifecere tamen convicia vultus "f* 

and, tho' Ihe nothing fays. 

How ill flie lik*d my Work her Look betrays.^ 

he never felt the Satisfaftion and Pride of having tir'd 
them, and tarnilh'd their Luftre, by the vigorous Perfor- 
mance of one aftive heroic Night. When I have obferv'd any 
one df them to be difgufted with me, I have not prefendy 
accused her Levity, but have been in Doubt if I had not 
Reafon rather to find fault with Nature, which has ccJr 
tainly treated me very unkindly and unjufUy, J|| 

(Si non Ipnga fatisy, ft non bene mentula crajfa :^ 
Nimirum fapiunt indent que parvum 
Matroncs quoque mentulam illibenter.) |I 

And done me a moft enormous Prejudice. Every Member 
I have is equally mine, as much one as another ; and no 
Other does more properly make me a Man than this, 

1 



^ 



• ^neid, lib. xj'i. v. 67, f 0*vid Amor. lib. 1. Eleg. 7. t. 21. J Of 
tiiefe three Verfcs ; the firft is the Beginning of a Sort of Epigram, in- 
Citurd, PriapusinFeterum Poetarum Cata/e^u; and the two others zrC 
taken from one of the firft Epigrams of the fame Book, ^.^ Matronal % 
composed of five Verfe»| two of which are parody'd by M(^?itaigni^ 
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I ought to ^ve thePublic my Pi6hirc intire, MonttigncV 
with all its Lights and Shades. The wife Apology for the 
Part of my Ledhire wholly confifts in Truth, Licentioufiufs 
Liberty, and Eflence; difdaining to admit 'f^"^^^^'- 
thoie little feign'd, ufual, and provincial Rules into the 
Catalogue of its real Duties -, 'tis altogether natural, con- 
ilant, and general 5 of which Civility and Ceremony are 
Daughters indeed, but fpurious. We are fure we ihall 
have the Appearance of Vices when we (hall have had them 
in Reality. When we have done with thefe we run full 
drive upon others, if we find it muft be fo : For there is. 
Danger that we fancy new Duties, to excufe our Ncgledt 
of the natural ones, and fo confound them. That fuch is 
the Cafe, 'tis vifible that in Places where Miftakcs are Mif- 
chiefs, die Mifchiefs are only Miftakes : That in Nations 
where the Laws of Decency are mod rare and moft remifs, 
the primitive Rules of . common Reafon are bell obferv'd ; 
fuch numberlefs Duties Aiding and diflTipating all our Care. 
The Application to trifling Things diverts our Attention 
from thofe which juftly require it. What an eafy, plaufible 
Courfe do thefe fuperficial Men take, compar*d with ours ! 
Thefe are Shadows, wherewith we palliate and pay one 
another. But, inltead of paying, we inflame the Reckon- 
ing towards that great Judge', who tucks up our Rags and 
Tatters round our Pudenda, and thoroughly ferutinizes every 
Paruttus, even to thofe that are the inmofl and moft fecret. 
It were a decent and ufeful Quality of our virgin Modefty, 
cou'd it prevent this Difcovery. In fine, he that cou'd re- 
claim Mao from fo fcrupulous a verbal Superftition, wou*d 
do the World no great Damage. Our Life is divided be- 
twixtFollyandPrudence. Whoever writes nothingof it but 
what is reverend and regular, leaves above one Half be-^ 
hind. I do not excufe myfelf to myfelf 5 and if I did, 
it fhou*d be rather to apologize for my Excufes than for 
any other Fault of mine. I excufe myfelf as to certain 
Humours which, I think, are more in Number than thofe 
that I can juftify. With regard to them I have alfo this 
to fay (for I defire to pleafe every body, as hard a Matter as 
it is for a fingle Man, EJfe accommodatum ad tantam morum 

K 3 a( 
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ac fermonum et vpluntalum varietatem *, i. e. to accom- 
modate himfelf to fo great a Variety of Manners, Dif- 
courfes, and Determinations) that they cannot condemn 
me for making ufe of Authorities that have been received 
and approved of for many Ages ; and that there is no Rea- 
fon that, for want of Rhime, they fhou'd refufe me the 
Difpenfation which they allow even to the Church-pien of 
our Nation and Time. Of this the two Line« that ^Uow 
are the moft fignal Examples. 

-}- Rimula^ difpeream^ ni momgramma tua eft. 
Un vii d^ amy la content e et bien traitte ||. 

What wou'd you think of many others of the like Kind ? 
I love Mpdefty ; and 'tis not from Judgment that I have 
chofe this fcandalous Sort of Difcourfe ; 'tis Nature that 
has chofe it for me. I commend it not any more than all 
other Terms of Speaking contrary to the received Cviftom; 
but I excufe it, and,' by Circumftances^ both general and 
particular, mitigate the Accufation. 

To purfue this Subjedt : From whence can proceed that 
Ufurpation of fovereign Authority which you pretend to 
over thofe Ladies who favour you at their own Peril 5 

Sifurt\va dedit nigra munufcula noSle §. 

If in the Silence of the Night ^^ 

She has permitted ftoln Delight. ^9m 

Sucif Fanfour- fo th^t you prefently take upon you the Inter- 
'> '^ ^^' ^^- efts, Coldnefs, and Authority of a Hufband ? 

dies as arrogate %r^' r r< • 11 i 

iothemfd'uesan ^^^ ^ *^^ Convention ; why then do you 
unreofinable not ftick to it, as you are defirous they fhou'd ? 
juthorUyover There is no Prefcription as to Things that are 
*tf\fff' voluntary, 'Tis not the Fafhion -, however, 

blatn a for tl, ^ , • 1 t 1 • rrv *. 1 

nfuinQt at all ^s Certain that I nave, m my Time, carry d 
ifnitatcdhy on this Bargain aa far as the Nature of it will 
Moniaigne, ^mit, as confciantioufly as any other Con- 

traft 

* Q. GV. dc Petitione ConfuJatus,. c. 14. f As to the too free 
Poems which Bexa composed in his Youth, they, who are curioqs in In- 
quiries of this Sort, may confult Baylez critical jDidionary in the Article 
of Bt%a, Note X. II B$xa^ St. Gdafius, § Catull. ad Manliura, 
Carm.66. v. 145, 
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traft* whatfoever, and with fome Air of Juftice ; and that 
I never pretended to declare any Affeftion for them but 
what I really had, and ingenuoufly difcover'd to them the 
Decay, Strength, and Source of It ; together with its Fits 
and Intermiffions. A Man does not always hold on in the 
fame Pace. I have been fo fhy of promifing, that I fancy 
my Performances have exceeded my Promife, and even what' 
I was oblige^ to do. They have found me faithful, even 
to the Service of their Inconftancy ; even an Iilconftancy 
avow'd, and fometi'mes multiply'd. I never broke with 
them whilft I had the lead Hold of them';' and, what 
Occafion foever they have given me, never broke with 
them fo far as to fcorn or hate them. For fuch Privacies, 
when even obtained upon Terms the moll fcandalous, do yet 
oblige me to fome Benevolence. I have fpmetimes difco- 
ver'd a little indifcreet Anger and Impatience upon their 
Tricks and Subterfuges, and in our Disputes f For I am, 
by my Conftitution, fubjedt to hafty Sallies,^ which, tho* 
flight and fliort, often fpoil my Market. If at any Time 
they were pleas'd to take my free Thoughts, I have not fail'd 
to give them fatherly, but fharp Advice, and to pinch 
them in the fore Place. If ever I left them to complain of 
me it was rather that they found my Love fooliftily confci- 
' entious in Comparifon with the modern Cuflom. I have 
kept my Word in Things wherein I might eafily have been 
difperfli^with. They then furrender'd fometimes with 
ReputOTDn^ and on fuch Articles of Capitulation as they 
eafily fufFer*d to be violated by the Conqueror. I have 
more than once made Pleafure, in its greateft Effort, truckle 
to the Intereft of their Honour -, and; when Reafon urg'd 
me, have arm'd them againft me ; fo that they conducted 
themfelves with greater Security and Gravity by my Rules, 
when they frankly referred themfelves to them, than they 
wou'd have done by their own Rules. I have ever, to my 
utmoft, taken upon myfejf alone the Hazard of our Af- 
fignations, in order to fave them harmlefs •, and have al- 
ways brought about our Interviews by Intrigues the mod 
unpleafantandunexpefted,. that they might be leaft mif- 
trufted, while yet, in my Opinion, they were the more 
prafticable. They are chiefly open in thofe Places where 

K 4 the^ 
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they think tbemfelvesfhelter'd. Things that are the leaft fear- 
ed are the leaft defended and obferv'd. One may more eafily 
dare what nobody thinks you wou'd dare to do, which, 
thro* its Difficuhy, becomes eafy. Never had any Man z 
his Approaches more impertinently genital. This Way of ■ 
Loving is more according to Difcipline ; but who knows h 
better than I how ridiculous and inefFeftual it is to our t 
People*; yet I fhall not repent of it : I have nothing more r 
tolofe by it ^. ^ ■ ^ . ' ^ 

me tabula facer 



Votiva paries indicat uvida 
Sufpendijfe potenti 
Vejlimenta maris Deo X* 

For me my votive Table fhews 

That I have h^ng'd up my wet Cloath$ 

Upon the facred Temple Wall 

Or th* Ocean's Lord high AdmiraL 



■ Tis now high Time to Ipeak out : But perhaps I m!gh( , 
fay, as I wou'd do at another Time, Thou talkeft idly, 
my Friend. The Love of thy Time has little Correfpon* 
dence with Faith and Integrity. 



H^scji tu pojiuks 



Ratione cert a facer e^ nihilo plus agas^ jfjl^ 

^dmji des operam^ ut cum ratione infantas -fV 

Thefe Things fo fickle, if thou undertake, , 
By Reafon permanent to make ; 
This will be all thou'lt get by it. 
Wifely to run out of thy Wit. 

So, on the contrary, were I to begin, it IhouM certainly be 
by the fame Traft, and the Progrefs Ihou'd be the fame, 
bow fruitlefs foever it might prove. Incapacity and Stupi- 
dity 

* Montaigne wou'd ^^xC\^y by this, that having been exposed by Lov^ 
to many Traverfes, he had at length extricated himfelf from that dan- 
gerous P ffion foreircr. % Hor. lib. i. Ode 5. v. 1 3, &c, f Terence Ea% 
fjuch, A^ I. Scene i. v. 16, &c. " ' - 
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dity arc commendable in an Aflion that is not Praife-wor- 
thy. The farther I deviate from their Humour in this, the 
nearer I approach to my own. As for the reft, in this Bar- 
gain I did not fufFer myfelf to be totally captivated : I was 
pleas'd with it, but did not forget myfelf. I referv'd the 
little Senfe and Difcretion which Nature has given me, 
intire for their Service and my own ; a little Rapture, but 
no Dotage. My Confcience was alfo engag'd . in it, even 
to an Excefs of Debauchery ; but never to far as to be 
guilty of Ingratitude, Malice, and Cruelty. I did not 
purchafe the Pleafure of this Vice at any Rate ; but con- 
tented myfelf with its proper and fimple Expence. Nullum 
intra fe vitium eji^ i. e. Nothing is in itfelf a Vice *. I hate 
a ftupid, fluggifh Lazinefs almoft as much as I do a crab- 
bed and painful Employment. The one pinches me, the 
other lays me afleep. I like Wounds as well as Bruifes, 
and Cuts as well as dry Blows. I found in this Commerce, 
when I was beft qualify'd for it, a juft Medium betwixt the 
two Extremes. iLove is a wakeful, fpritely, and gay Agi- 
tadbn. I was not ficjc nor forry with it, but warm'd 5 and, 
moreover, chang*d by }t. There 'tis neceffary to make a 
iStop. It hurts none but Fools. A young Man alk'd 
Patkefius J, the Philofopher, if it was becoming a wife 
J Man to be in Love : Let the wife Man look to that, faid 
if, but let not thou and I, who are hot fb, engage our- 
fclves in%n Affair of fo much Agitation and Violence as 
will inflave us to others, and render us contemptible to 
ourfelves. He fpoke the Truth, that we ought not to trull 
a Paffion, fo giddy of itfelf, to a Soul that has not Forti- 
tude to withftand its AfTaults, nor to difprove the Saying 
I 9^ ^gejilaus -f, that Prudence and Love cannot affociate. 
Tis, in Truth, a vain Occupation, indecent, fcandalous, 
and unlawful ; but, to carry it on after this Manner, I 
reckon it wholefome, proper to enliven both the Body and 
Soul when dull and fluggifh. And, in Quality of aPhy^ 
fidan, I wpu'd prefcribe it to a M4^ ^^ ^X Make and 

Con- 

♦5«wr.Epift.95 J5«7ffl.Epift.ii7. fO! how hard a Matter is it, faid 
MUaus^ for a Man to be in Love and his fpber Spifes at one and the fame 
mt\ Fluiarcb in the Life of JgefiUm, Cv 4. of Jmygf^ Tranflation^ 
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Condition, asfoon as.any other Recipe whatfoever, to rouze 
and keep him in Vigour when far advanced in Years, and 
to make him dally with the Attacks of old Age. Whilft 
we are but in the Suburbs of it, and while the Pulfe yet 
beats. 

Bum nova canities^ dum prima et reSla fene5ius^ 
Vum fupereft Lacheji quod torqueat^ et pedibus me 

Porto rneis^ nulla dextram fubeunie bactllo *• . 

* 

Whilft my grey Hairs do juft approach in Sight, 
Whilft my old* Age is frefh, and ftands upright ; 
Whilft on Fate's fpinning Wheel remains more Thread, 
And whilft, without a Staff, firni is my Tread. 

we have n^ed to be prompted, and tickled by fome fuch 
Provocative. Do but oWerve with what Youth, Vigour^ 
and Gaiety it infpir'd the Sage ^;^fr^<)»; AndSocrates^ when 
he was older than I now am, fpeaking of an amorous 
Obje<a, * Leaning,' faid be^ * J my Shoulder to Jier 
' Shoulder, and touching her Head with mine, as we were 

* reading both together in one Book, I perceiv'd, without 

* jefting, a fudden Sting in my Shoulder, like fome Flea- 

* bite, which crept about me five Days after; and was 

* accompany'd with a continual Titilktion in my Heart.* 
What ! did only an accidental Touch, and that by die 
Shoulder, I'aife a Heat, and create an Alteration in a Breaft 
that was chill'd and enervated by Age •, and one too that 
was the firft Reformer of the human Race ! And pray why 
pot ? Socrates was a Man, and wou'd neither be, nor feem 
to be any Thing e^fe. Philofophy does not combat natu- 
ral Pleafures, provided they be us*d moderately ; and 
preaches up Moderation, but not total Abftinence. It 
raves nieft againft fuch PJealures as are foreign to Nature, 
^ adulterated. It fays, that the Appetites of the Body 
ought not to be augmented by the Mind ; and ingenioufly 
cauticH^s us not to defire to ftir up our Hunger by Saturity, 
not to wifh to ftuff* inftead of filling the Belly^ to avoid all 

En- 

* Juv, Sat. 3. V. 26, &c. X Af«r^j>a»'s Sympofiacs, c. 4. J 27, 28. 
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Enjoyment that may bring us to Want, and all Meats and 

Drinks that create Thirft or Hunger. So, in the Service 

of Love, Philofophy prcfcribes to us to take an Objeft 

that may purely fatisfy the Neceffity of the Body, and not 

move the Soul, which ought to have no Share in the Fa6t, 

'but (imply to follow and aflift the Body. But have I not 

reafon to judge that thefe Precepts, which are, . I thinks 

however, in other Refpefts a little too fevere, are only di- 

re6led to a Body that performs its Office ; and that for a 

Body in a Stat^ of Decay, like that of a weak Stomach, 

*tis exc:ufable to warm and fupport it by Art •, and, by the 

Intervention of the Fancy, to reftore the Appetite and A- 

lacrity, becaufe it went off of itfelf ? 

May we not fay that there is nothing in us, MontaigneV ^ 
during this terreftrial Prifon, that is purely 9^*7'^^^ 
either corporeal or Ipiritual j and that we inju- ^ndMind ought 
rioufly dilmember a Man alive j and that it to ajjift each 
feems but reafonable that we Ihou'd aft as fa- other in the Uje 
vourably with regard to Pleafure as to Pain ? ^f^^^4^^^ 
This was (for Example) vehement, even to Perfeftion, in 
the Souls of the Saints by Repentance : The Body had na- 
turally a Share therein by the Right of its Union, and yet 
might have little Share in the Caufe ; and, neverthelefs, 
they were not contented that the Body {hou*d barely follow 
and affift the afflifted Soul. They afflifted it by itfelf with 
;rievous and peculiar Torments, to the End that both the 
;ody and the^oul fliou'd drive to plunge Man in Mifery, 
by fo much the more wholefome, as it is more piercing. 
So, in the Pleafures of the Body, is it not Injuftice to deny 
the Soul a Share in them, and to fay that it muft be drag? 
ed into them as into fome forced and fervile Obligation an4 
Neceffity ? 'Tis rather her Part to hatch and foment them^ 
to prefent and invite herfelf to them, the governing Part 
being her Prerogative ; as it is alfo her Province, in my 
Opinion, in thofe Pleafures that are peculiar to her, to in- 
fpire and infufe into the Body, all the Senfation of thein 
which its Condition can admit of ; and to ftudy how to 
make them agreeable and falutary to it. For 'tis . highly 
reaforuWe, as they fay, that the Body Ihou'd not purfue 
its Appetites to the Prejudice of the Soul : And why is it 

not 
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not as reafonable that the Soul fhou'd not purfue hcr's 
the Prejudice of the Body ? 

The Ad^vati' ^ ^^^^ "^ Other Paflion that keeps me 

iages that moy Breath. The fame EfFeft that Avarice, i! 
hereafdffom bitiop, Quarrels, and Law-Suits have u 
Lfyveinanad' Other Perfons, who, likeme, areof nopart 
^anc gi, larProfeffion, Lovewou'd caufeto much 
Advantage. It wou'd render me vigijant, fober, grao 
and careful of my Perfon. It wou'd fettle my Counten 
fo that it cou'd not be fpoil'd by the crabbed Looks of 
Age, thofe Looks that are fo ugly and fo lamentaBle : 
wou*d again put me upon folid and wife Studies, by w 
I might render myfelf more efteem'd and belov'd, cle 
my Mind of the Delpair of itfelf, and of its Ufe, 
making it again acquainted with itfelf. It wou'd di^ 
me from a thoufand uneafy Thoughts, a thoufand mdi 
choly Chagrins, which Inadlivity and an ill State of H 
bring upon us at fuch an Age. It wou'd, in a Dream 
leaft, put frefh Warmth into that Blood which Nature 
deferted. It wou'd hold up the Chin, and a little ft 
out the Nerves, as well as add Vigour and Alacrity to 
Life of that poor Man, who is making large Strides 
wards his Diflblution. But I am far from being igno 
that 'tis a Benefit very hard to recover : By Wea 
and long Experience our Tafte is become more delicate 
exauifite. We defire moft when we bring leaft ; and 
willing to have the moft Choice when we Jie^fl defeire to 
accepted. From our Confcioufnefs of this we are le6 
ing and more diffident ; and, confidering our Condi 
and theirs, nothing can aflure us of being belov*d. I 
afliam'd of myfelf when in Company with thofe yo 
Bucks, 

^dm nova colltbtis arbor inbaret X. 
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♦ Epod, lib. Ode 1 2. v, 19, 20. % 1, e. Who are al'wajs in a Capadtff^ 

ferforming ixjelL This is a fhort' Paraphrafe on the Diilich^ by La Fmf 

iainey which thofe^ who don*t underftand the Ladn, mnfl be contcd 

with ; for the TerniSy made ufe of by Horace^ convey fuch grofs Idc|| 

thsLt yfc don't chufe to traii(lale them literally. 
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*p what End fliou'd we carry our Mifery where there is 
ch Mirth ? 

Pqffint ut juvenes vifere fervidi 
Multo Hon fine rifu^ 
THlapfam in cineres facein *. 

That Youths, in fervent Wifhes bold. 
Not, without Laughter, may behold 

A Torch, whofe early Fire 
Could cv'ry Breaft with Love inflame. 
Now faindy fpread a fickly Gleam, 

And in a Smoak expire. 

have both Strength and Reafon on their Side ; let us 
^e Way to them ; we have nothing more to fay for our- 
Ives : And this Bloflbm of fpringing Beauty is not to be 
I'd by Hands fo ftiflf with the Cold, nor to be dealt 
rith by Methods that are purely material. For as thean- 
it Philofopher faid to his Friend that jeer'd him bc- 
ife he cou'd not gain the Favour of a Girl whom he 
lionately courted. Such new CbeefeX will not ftick to tny 
look. 'Tis a Commerce that ftands in need of Relation 
Correlpondence. Other Pleafures that we receive are 
)able of being acknowledged by Returns of a different 
ind ; but this is only to be paid with the fame Coin. 
lly, in this Sport, the Pleafure which I give, tickles my 
pagination more than that which is given to me. Now, 
he has not a Spice of Generofity in him, who can re- 
ive Pleafure where he gives none, it muft needs be a 
Soul that defires to owe all, and can be contented to 
laintain a Converfation with Perfons to whom he is a 
Charge. There is no Beauty, Grace, or Privacy, fo ex- 
lifite that a Man of Honour ought to defire upon fuch 
'crms. If they only can be kind to us out of Pity, I had 
ich rather not live at all, than live upon Charity. I wou*d 
ivc Right to demand it of them, in the Stile that I faw 

us'd 

* Hor. lib. iv. Ode 13. v. 26, &c. % Diog* Laertius, in the Life of 
Vi lib. ir. Sc&. 47. 
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iisM in Italy ^ Fate hen per voi^ 1. e. Do Good for your 1 
Sake -, or in the Manner that Cyrus exhorted his Soldiers 
Let him that loves me follow- me, Cbnfort yourfelf (I ihaH 
told) with Women of your own Condition, who wi 
therefore, be more ready to oblige you. O ! fottilh and in^ 
lipid. 



nolo 



Barbam vellere mortuo Leoni *• 

I will not tv/itch a dead Lion by the Beard* 

Xenophon lays it for an Objeftion, and an Accufatic 
againft Menon J, that none but Women who had pi 
their Bioom, were the Objefts of his Amours. I reall 
take more Pleafurc in the bare Sight of the juft and fweaj 
Mixture of two young Beauties, or only contemplating ^ 
in my Fancy, than to adb as a Second in fuch a iad difaj 
able- Medley. Heave this whimficai Appetite to the 
peror Galba -f, who fancy'd no Ffefh but what was.touj 
and old ; and to that poor Wretch in Ovid. 

O ego difaciant talem te cemerepoffim^ 
Cbaraque mutatis ojcula ferre camis 
. Ampkaique meis corpus nonpingue lacertis ! J i 

O wouM to Heav'n that fuch I might thee fee 
To kifs 'thofe Locks grey with Antiquity, 
And thy lank Body with my Arms embrace. 

And, amongft the chief Deformities, I reckon Beautkl 
that are artificial and forc'd. Emouez^ a young Wench cij 
Chiosj thinking, by her fine Head-geer, to acquire tha 
Beauty which Nature had deny'd her, went to Arc^laas §1 
the Philofopher, and afk'd him whether if was poffible foil 
a wife Man to be in Love : Tea verily ^ reply'd he, bu^ nA 

wifi 




his Wife, y. 49, 50. § Dia^, Laert. in the Life of Arctfikmt^ lib M 
Sea. 54. 
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mtb an artificial and counterfeit Beauty like tbine. The De- 
formity of a confefs'd old Face is neither fo old, nor fo ug- 
ly,' in my Opinion, as another that is painted, or rather 
jrfaifter'd. Shall I fay it without the Danger of being tak- 
•ca by the Collar fqi»it ? I do not take Love to be properly 
and naturally in Seafon but in the Age next to Childhood 

• 

Siuem ft puellarum infer eres choro^ 
Mtlle fagaces f alter et hofpitesy 
"Dif crimen obfcurum^ folutis 
Crinibus^ ambiguoque vultu * ; 

• Who, plac'd amongft the Maids, defies 

A ikilful Stranger's prying Eyes, 

So fmooth his boyifh Looks appear, 
^ So looie, fb womanifh his Hair. 

Nor Beauty neither ; for, tho' Homer extends it to the Bud- 
ding of the Chin, Plato himfelf has obferv'd it to be un- 
CoinnK>n. And the Reafon why the Sophift Dion caird the 
firft Down of Beards Ariftogitons and Harmodians, is noto- 
rious. I think that in Virility Love is a little out of its 
Place, but much more in old Age. 

Importunus enim tranfvolat aridas 
^erc$is X* ' 

O'er withered Oaks the Wanton flies. 

^d Margaret^ Queen of Navarre^ like a very Woman ag 
jlflbe was, extends the Advantage of the Women to a great 
igth, ordering that thirty Years of Age (hou'd be the 
Ton for changing the Title of Beautiful into that of good 
^oman. The fliorter Time that we allow to Love to keep 
jffion of us 'tis fo much the better for us. Do but ob- 
re its Carriage. He is a beardlefs Boy who knows not 
they^behave in his School contrary to all Order. Stu- 
.fly, Exercife, and Praftice, are Ways for Infufficiency to 

pro- 

Utrace^ lib. ii. Ode 5. v. 20, &c. % Horace, lib* it. Ode i-^. v, c^. 
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jproceed by. Novices are the Regents in that School. Am&r 
i)rdinem nefdt *, i. e. Love knows no Order. Doubtlefe 
its Conduft is more graceful when mix'd with Inadvertency 
and Trouble. Mifcarriages and Difappointments give it a 
Spirit and a Grace. Provided it be Iharp and eager 'tis no 
great Matter whether it be prudent. Do but obferye how it 
goes ftaggering, tripping, and playing Tricks. To gui4e 
it by Art and Wifdom is putting it in the Stocks ; and 'tis 
cramping its divine Liberty to put it into Clutches fo hairy 
and callous. For the reft, I have often heard Women repre- 
fent this Being as fpiritual, and fcorn t6 take any Notice of 
what Intereft the Senfcs have fhereiri. Every Thing is of 
Service to it ; but I can fay, that I have often feen that we 
have excused the Weaknefs of their Underftandings for 
the Sak^ of the Beauty of their Perfons \ but that I never 
yet faw, that, for the Sake of the Beauty of the Mind, how 
fedate and mature foever, the Ladies were ever inclined 
to lend a Hand to fupport a Body that was fallen ever ftf 
little to Decay. Why does not fome Woman or other take 
it into her Head to make that noble Socratical Barter of the 
Body for the Mind, purchafing a philofophical and fpirit- 
ual Intelligence and Generation, at the Price of her Thighs, 
the higheft Price which (he can fet upon them ? Plato or- 
ders, in his Laws, That whoever performed any fignal and 
advantageous Exploit in War ftiou'd not, while it lafted, be 
deny'd a Kifs, or any other, amorous Favour, by any Wo- 
man whatfoever, his Deformity or Age notwithftanding. 
What he thinks to be fo juft in Recomniendation of nriU- 
tary Valour, why may it not be the fame for the Encour- 
agement of any other Valour ? And why does not foriitf 
Woman take a Fancy to foreftall her Companions in the 
Glory of this chafte Love i 1 may well fay Chafte^ . 



nam, , 



• Mr. Cttiortj in his Tranflation, qu6tes St. Jeromt for this, but does 
not mention Chapter or Page. Anacreon faid, long before hint, thafi ' 
Bacchus f aided D/ Love, was irreguFar in his Frolics, Ode 52. V, ul(. ' 
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* ■ - — nam ft quafido adfrcelia ventum eft 
XJt quondam inftipmis magnusjine vifibus ignis 
Jbicajfum furit \. 

For when to join Love*s Battle they engage 
Like Fire in Straw they vainly Ipend their Rage.' 

• The Vices that are ftifled in Thought are not the worftJ 
To conclude this notable Commentary, which has efcap'd 
from me in a Torrent of Babble \ a Torrent impetuous 
fometimes, and ofFenfive 5 

• Ut mjfiim fponfi furtivo munere malum 

Procurrit cafto virginis e gremio : 
Sljfod m[era oblita mollifub vefte locatum^ 

Dum adventu matris projilit excutitur^ 
Jtque iUudprono prateps agitur decurfu^ 

Huic manat frijti confcius ore rubor -{-. 

As a fair Apple, by a Lover fent, 
To*s Miftrefs for a private Compliment, 
Dbes tumble from the modeft Virgin's Lap,' 
Where fhe had. quite forgot it, by Mifhap ^ 
When, ftarting at her Mother's coming in. 
It is dropt out her Garments from between. 
And rolls upon the Floor before her Eyes, 
A guilty Blufh her fair Complexion dyes. 

I fay that Males and Females are call in the fame Mold ; 
and that Education and Cuftom excepted, the Difference 
between them is not great. Plato calls upon both Sexes in- 
herently to aUbciate in all the Studies, Exercifes, Offices, 
tnd Profeflions, military and civil, in his Republic. And 
die Philofopher Antifthenes || fays, The Virtue of both is the 
fame. *Tis much more eafy to accufe one Sex, than to ex- 
cufe the other, according to the Proverb, which fays. Vice 
mreSis Sin. 
Vol. III. L CHAP. 

• Georg, ill. V. 97. % The Application ^^hich Montaigne here makes 
efFirgiTs Words is very extraordiaatry, as wiM appear immediately to 
Aofc who will be at the Pains of confuliing the Original. + CatulL 
ad Hortalum, Carm. 63, v. 191 &c. || Diog. Laeri, in Uvc Lifcot ilii*^ 
tAfhms^ lib. vi. § 12* 
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Of Coaches^ 



\ 



^rjrS I S very eafy to make it appear that great Authors, 
J^ when they treat of Caufes, do not only mention 
thofe which they judge to be the true Caufes, but thofe gj- 
fo which they think are not fo •, provided they have any In* 
vention or Beauty to recommend them. If what they fay 
be ingenious, 'tis true and ufeful enough. We cannot be . 
pofitive what is the chief Caufe, and, therefore, mutter 
up feveral to fee if it may not accidentally be amongfl: them, , 

Namque unam dicer e caufam 



Non fatis eji^ verump/ures unde una t amen fit * ' . \ 

H 
■.■* 

And thus my Mufe a Store of Caufes brings ; \ 

Forhere, as in a thoufand other Things, I 

Tho' by one fingle Caufe tV Effeft is done,! \ 

Yet fince 'tis had a thoufand muft be fhown > 1 

That we may furely hit that lingleone. J '*? 

Will you a(k. me whence comes the Cuftom of blefling, 
thofe who fneeze ? We produce Wind three feveral Ways j: 
that which fallies from below is filthy ; that which is vent-i 
ed by the Mouth bears fome Reproach of Gluttony ; the] 
third Eruption is Sneezing, which, becaufe it comes from 
the Head, and is without Offence, we give it this civil Re- 
ception. Do not laugh at this crafty Diftinftion ; for they 
fay 'tis y^//?^/Z?'s. I think I have read in Plutarch (who,i 
of all the Authors I know, is he who has beft mix'd Art.'j 
with Nature, and Judgment with Science) giving for a.1 
Reafon of theRifingof the Stomach in thofe who go toi 
Sea, that it is occafion'd by their Fear •, he having round ] 
out fome Reafon, by which he proves that Fear is capable/" 
of producing fuch an EfFeft %; I, who am very muchfub-** 
jedl to this EfFeft, know very well that 'tis not owing to this^ 

Caiilfe^^ 

* Lucret. lib. vi. v. 703. J In a Traft, intitl'd. Natural Caufih 
c. u^ '^vxi c^a^Qp ix^^^ ^ ^ofvCv/u^n <rv[Kivti i^ AfArifATrn^^- 

70 a^jAff, i 79t,^exr/jnu " 
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Caufe ; and I know it not by Argument^ but by unavoid- 
able Experience/ Without inftancing what I have been 
told, that the fame Thing often happens to the Beads, ef- 
pecially to Swine, when free from any Apprehenfion of 
Danger; and what an Acquaintance of mine has told me of 
himlelf, that, being very fubjeft to it, his Inclination to vomit 
hfi gone off two or three Times, being terrify'd to a great 
Degree in a violent Storm : As it happened to that Anci- 
ent, who faid. Pejus vexabar 'qudm ut periculum mibi fuccur^ 
reret *, i. e. I was too much diforder'd for the Apprehenfion 
of Danger to relieve me. I never was afraid upon the Wa- 
ter', nor, indeed, elfewhere (and have often had juflRea- 
fons for Fear, if Death be fuch a Caufe) fo as to be difturb- 
ed and change Countenance, Fear fprings fometimes as 
well from Want of Judgment as from Want of Courage. 
All the Dangers which I have been in I have looked upon, 
widiout winking, with a free, folid, and intire Counte- 
nance ; and befides, to be afraid requires Courage. It has 
formerly ferv*d me better than other Courfes, fo to condudt 
and regulate my Flight, that it was, if not without Fear, 
yet it was without Terror and Aftonifhment. It was ftirr'd 
ffideed, but without Amazement or Stupefaftion. Great 
^ mis go much farther, and reprefent Flights, not only calm 
temperate, but, moreover, intrepid. We will mention 
which y&i^/W^j J relates oi Socrates^ his Companion in 
IS, * After our Army was routed; I found him and 
Lacbez in the very Rear of thofe who fled, and viewed 
him at my Leifiure, and in Security, for I was mounted 
on a good Horfe and he on Foot ; and thus we had 
fought ; I took Notice in the firft Place with what De- . 
I liberation and Refolution he fought, compared with 
tacbeZy and then the Gallantry of his Step nothing dif- 
ftrcnt from his ordinary Gait, his firm and regular Coun- 
tenance, viewing and judging what pafs'd about him, 
looking one while on thofe, and another while upon other 
Friends and Enemies, after fuch a Manner as encourag- 
t the one, and fignify'd to the other, that he wou'd fell 

L 2 * his 

* ■ 
• W. Ep. 93, X P&/# inhis Banquet, p, 1206. of J[he Franc/ort 
^ iu i6o2. 
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' his Life dear to any one that ofFer'd to take It from him ; 

• and fo they fav'd themfelves, for fuch Men are . not (0 

* liable to be attacked as thofe who run away are to be 
' purfued/ That was the Teftimony of this great Com- 
mander, which teaches us, what we experience every 
Day, that nothing throws us fo much into Dangers as aa 
inconfiderate Eagernefs to keep clear of them. * ^ 
timoris minus eftj eo minus ferme periculi eft^ i. e. Where there 
is the leaft Fear there is generally the leaft Danger. When' 
a Man is ready to declare that he thinks of Death, and 
forefees it, our People are in the Wrong to fay that, there- \ 
fore, he is afraid of it. Our Forefight of the Good or i 
111, that affefts us, is equally proper for us. To confider 
ind judge of Danger is, in feme Sort, the Reverfe of be- 
ing aftonifh*d at it. I do not find myfclf ftrong enough to 
fuftain the Shock and Impetuofity of this Paflion of Feai*, [ 
or of any other that is vehement. If I was once conquer'd 
and beaten down by it I fhou'd never rife again intirc. 
Whoever fhou'd once make my Soul lofe its Footing wou*d 
never reftorc it to its right Place. It fearches, ancTprobes 
itfelf too deeply and too much to the Quick, and wou*d ; 
never fufFer the Wound it had received to be clofed and„^ 
fkinn'd over. It has been well for me that no Sicknefs has^ 
yet difmounted it. Every Attack made upon me I op-^^ 
pofe with a high Hand •, by which Means the firft thatl 
Ihou'd rout me wou'd put it out of my Power ever to rallyf 
again. I have no After-game to play. On which Sidefo^j 
ever the Inundation breaks my Banks, I lie open, and 
drown'd without Remedy. Epicurus faid, that a wife 
can never turn Fool ; and I have an Opinion the Reve 
<5f this Sentence, that he who has been once a very F 
will never after be very wife. God gives me Cold accord 
ing to my Cloathing, and Paflions proportionable to th^ 
Strength I have to bear them. Nature having laid ^ 
•open on the one Side, has covered me on the other, 
hasdifarm'd me of Strength, but hasarm'dme with In*«8 
fenfibility, and an Apprehenfion that is either moderate 
<iull, I have not for fometime (and much lefs when 

Wi 

f Titus Li*vy, lib. xxii. c. $• 
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was young) been reconciled to a Coach, Litter, or Boat ; and 
hate all other Riding but on Horfeback, both in Town and 
Country. But to me a Litter is more intolerable than a Coach, 
and for the fame Reafon had rather be tofs'd upon the Water, 
fo as to give me Fear, than be rocked in a dead Calm. By 
the little Jerks I feel from the Oars Healing the VefTel from 
under me, I find both my Head and Stomach diforder'd I 
know not how, fince I can't endure that my Seat fhou'd 
tremble. When the Sail, or Current of the Water, keeps 
us upright, or when we are in Tow, that regular Agitati- 
on gives me no Uneafinefs. 'Tis an interrupted Motion 
that offends me, and moft of all when *tis moft languid ; 
I know not how to exprefs it otherwife. The Phyficians 
have ordered me to lijueeze and gird the Bottom of my Bel- 
ly with a Napkin as a Remedy -, which, however, I have 
not try*d, being accuftom'd to ftruggle with my own In- 
firmities, and to overcome them by myfelf. 

Wou'd my Memory ferve me, 1 fliou'd not ^^^ '^V^ of 
think my Time ill fpent in fetting down here ^^^^^^^ ^« 
. tht infinite Variety that we find in Hiftories as 
to the Ufe of Chark)ts in the Service of War -, various ac- 
cording to the Nations, and according to the Ages ; and, 
: in my Opinion, of great EffeiSb and Neceflity, infomuch 
that 'tis a Wonder we have loft all Knowledge of them. I 
; will only fay this, that very lately, in the Time of our Fa- 
; . thers, the Hungarians made very advantageous Ufe of them 
againft the Turks ; every one of them having a Targeteer 
and a Mufqueteer, and a Number of Harquebufiers ready 
.* and charged, and all cover'd with a Target-fence, like that 
^ which defends the Rowers in a Galley. They fet three 
Thoufand fuch Chariots in the Front of their Battle, and, 
after their Cannon had play'd, made them all pour in their 
•Shot upon the Enemy, and force them to fwallow that 
Difcharge, before they tafted of the reft, which was no 
little Advance j or elfe they drove the faid Coaches into 
Iheir Squadrons to break them, and open a Paflage thro* 
"them ; befides the Ufe which they might make of them in 
I dangerous Place to flank the Troops marching into the 
Field, or to cover a Lodgment fpeedily, and fortify it. 
In my Time a Gentleman, in one of our frontier Places^ 
I L 3 viVv^ 
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who was unweildy, and cou'd procure no Horfe able to 
carry his Weight, having a Qyarrel upon liis Hands, rod? 
thro' the Country in a Chariot of this Fafliion, and found 
great Convenience in it. But we will leave thefe military 
Chariots, 

7he Ufe of '^^^ laft Kings of our firft R.ace, as if their 
Coaches for Effeminacy had not been fufEciently manifeft 
Luxury. by other Proofs of it *, travell'd thro' the Coun- 

try lolling in a Chariot drawn by four Oxen. Mark Anthowf 
was the firft that caus'd j: himfelf to be drawn at Rotne by 
Lions harnafs'd to his Coach, in which a finging Wench 
rode with him. HeIiogdl?aIus did as much afterwards, cal-? 
ling himfelf Cybele^ the Mother of the Gods -f , and was 
alfo drawn by Tygers, counterfeiting the God Bacchus \ 
he alfo one while harnafs'd a Brace of Stags to his Coach> 
at another Time four Dogs, and at another four Whores, 
by whom he was drawn in State, both himfelf and they 
ftark naked. The Emperor Firmus caus'd his Coach to be 
drawn by Oftriches of a prodigious Size, fo that it feem'4 
rather to fly than run upon Wheels ||. 
Extra'vagant ^^^ Strangenefs of thefe Inventions puts 
Expences unhe- this Other Fancy into my Head, that 'tis a 
coming in a ' Kind of PufiUanimity in Monarchs, and a 
Prince. Proof that they are npt fufEciently fenfible 

what 

♦ Mr. Cotton, by not adverting to a Tranfpofition made here by his 
Author, has been deceived in his Meaning, and begins the Paragraph 
thus, Jis if the Inftgnificancy of Coaches had not been fufficiently km^wn hf 
better Proofs, l^c. This Millake of fo able a Tranflator, has obliged 
me to explain this PafTage, which is liable to be mifunderftood alfo of 
many others. I fhall only add, that this Kind of Tranfpofition, in 
which all the Difficulty Ijes, being very familiar to Montaigne, his Tranf- 
lator ought to be well acquainted with it. As every Man has his parti- 
cular Gait and Tone of Voice, fo every Author has his peculiar Stil^. 
If a Tranflator duly confiders, before Hand, the Turn, the Manners, 
and, as one may fay, the very Steps of his Original, he wou'd often* 
underftand it by half a Word-; but if he negled to make it familiar to 
him, by contenting himfelf with a vague Underftanding of it that is 
merely Grammatical, he will every now and then make the Author, 
whom he tranflatcs, fpeak the very contrary to what he means ; and ge- 
jierally, inllead of entering into the Spirit of his Author, will only ex* 
prefs his Meaning in a very imperfecc Manner. J Plutarch in the Lift 
of Ma)-k Jnthony, cap. 3. f j^lius Lamfridiusy'p. UO, ni, fiift. Al^v 
gud, Jl Fkiii VopiJJe Firmus, p. 244.. Hill. Auguft. 
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what they are, when they court Honour, and afFeft a grand 
Appearance by exceflive Expence. It were, indeed, ex- 
cufable when in a foreign Country ; but when a Prince is* 
among his own Subjefts, where he may do what he lijl, it 
derogates from his Dignity, which is the higheft Degree of 
Honour that he is capable of attaining to. So, methinks, 
it is luperfluous in a private Gentleman to go finely drefs'd 
at home, fmce his Houfe, his Retinue, and his Table, an- 
fwer fufficiently for him. The Advice that Ifocrates gives 
to his King feems to be grounded upon Reafon, viz. That 
he (hou'd be fplendid * in his Furniture and Utenfils, for- 
afmuch as 'tis an Expence in what is durable, and will pafs 
to his Succeflbrs ; and that he fhou'd avoid all Sorts of Mag- 
nificence which foon grow out of Fafhion, and are forgot. 
Ilov*d to go fine when I was a younger Brother, for want 
of other Ornament, and it became me well. There arc 
fome People upon whom fine Cloaths are an Eye- fore. Wc 
have admirable Stories of the Frugality of our Kings with 
Refpedt to their Perfons and Gifts : Kings that were great 
in Reputation, Merit, and Fortune. Demojlhenes pleads 
ftrenuoufly againft the Law of the C ity that aflign'd the 
public Money for the Ponrip of their Games and Feftivals. 
He wou'd have their Grandeur difplay'd in a Number of 
Ships well equipped, and good Armies well provided for : 
And Theopbrajlus J is juftly to be T^lam'd, who, in his 
Book of Riches^ - has eftablifti'd a contrary Opinion, and 
maintains that an Expence of this Nature is the true Fruit 
of Opulence. Thefe are Pleafures, fays Arijiotle -f, that 
only afieft the loweft Clafs of the People, that vanifh from 
Acu" Remembrance as foon as they are glutted with them, 
ind of which no ferious and judicious Man can have any 
Efteem ||. Such Expence wou'd, in my Opinion, be much 
[©ore Royal, as well as moreufefiil, juft, and durable, in 

L 4 Ports/ 

• Orat. a^ Nicoclem, p. 32. P^mEdit. hrJohnLiherty Anno 1621. 
1 The Author of thisCenfure was Cic. deOfiic. lib. ii. c. 16. where he 
fl, Miror quod in mentem -venerit Theophrafto, in eo libro quern de Dinji" 
hfmpjit i in quo multapraclare, illud abfurdh Eft ejiim niulius in lau^ 
"iitLmagniJicentidi et apparatione popularium munerum\ taliumque Jump! uum 
vndiatemfruSiumdi'viuarumputat, \ All this is alfo takea from Cic. 
0£c. hb. ii. c. i6. || And this iikevvifc> ibid. c. 17. 
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Ports, Docks, Walls, and Fortifications ; in fumptuous ' 
Fabrics, Churches, Hofpitals, Colleges, the Repair of 
Streets and Highways ; for which the Memory of Pope 
Gregory XIII. will be revered to late Pofterity ; and where- 
in our Queen Katharine wou'd manifeft her natural Gene- 
rofity and Magnificence to fucceeding Ages, if fhe had it , 
as much in her Power, as fhe has it at Heart. Fortune has 
vex'd me much by interrupting the fine Strufture of the 
Pontneuf of our great City, and depriving me of the 
Hopes of ever feeing it finifh'd. 

Moreover, the Subjeds, who are Spefta* 
tors of thefe Triumphs, are ^t to think that 
the Riches difplay 'd before them are their own, 
and that they are entertained at their own Coft. 
For the People are ready to prefume of Kings 
as we do of our Servants, that' they ought to take Care 
to provide us abundantly with all that we want •, but that 
they ought not to finger any Part of it themfelves. And, 
therefore, the Emperor Galba being pleas'd with the Per-" 
formance of a certain Mufician who play'd to him at Sup- 
per, caird for his Coffer, and gave him a handful of 
Crowns which he took out of it, with thefe Words, ^his 
is not the public Money^ but rny own. But fo it is that the 
People are moft commonly in the Right, and that their 
Eyes are fed with what they had once to feed their Bellies. 
Whether Libe- Liberality itfelf fhines not with its true Luf- 
rality well he- tre in a fovcrcign Hand. It befl: becomes pri- 
comes a King, vate People-, for, to confider the Matter 

nicely, a King has nothing properly his own ; 
and he owes, even himfelf, to others. Jurif- 
didtion is not granted in Favour of the Magiftrate, but of 
the People that become fubjeft to it. A Superior is never 
created fuch for his own Profit, but that of the Inferior \ 
and a Phyfician for the fick Perfon, not for himfelf. All 
Magiftracy, as well as every Art or Myftery, is defign'd 
for external Application. * Nulla ars in fe vcrfatur^ i. e. 

No 



and to ivhat 
Degree. 



* Ocero has thefe Words, Semper illud extra eji quod arte comprehenS"' 
iui\ Nihil opus efi eximplii hocfacert longius ; efi enim perj^icuim Nullam 

arten 
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No Art is confin'd within itfelf : Therefore the Governors 
of young Princes, who ftudy to imprint this Virtue of Li- 
berality on their Minds, and preach to 'em to deny nothing, 
and to reckon nothing fo well laid out as what they give 
(aLeilbn which I have known to be very much in Vogue) 
either have more regard to their own Profit than that of 
their Sovereign, or don't well underftand whom they fpeak 
to. *Tis a very eafy Matter to imprint Liberality in the 
Perfon who has as much as he will to fupply it with at the 
Expence of another. ' And the Eftimate of it not being 
form'd according to the Value of the Prefent, but upon the 
Wealth of the Giver, it dwindles to nothing in fuch able 
Hands. They become prodigal before tliey are liberal : 
And yet their Liberality is but of fmall Recommendation 
Gompar'd with the other royal Virtues ; yet 'tis the only 
one, as Bionyfius faid, that fuits well with Tyranny itfelf. 
I ihou'd rather teach him that Verfe of the ancient Huf- 
bandman, 

1. c. That whoever hopes for a good Crop muft fow with 
his Hand, and not pour the Seed out of the Bag. The 
Grain fhou'd be fcatter'd, and not caft on the Ground in 
Heaps •, and that fince he is to give, or rather pay and 
make amends to fo many People, according to their De- 
ferts, he ought to diftribute with Juftice and Deliberation. 
If the Bounty of a [Prince be without Difcretion, and 
without Meafure, I had rather he were covetous. 

The 



artem in fc vtx^zxx fed ejfe allud arUm ip/am^ aliud quod propofitum Jit artL 
.De Finib. Bon. et Mai. lib. v. c. 6. How happy wou*d be the Subjedts 
^Perfia^ Indoftafiy Sec. if their Princes and Minifters had the Wifdom 
and Virtae to draw from this great Principle the Conclufion which na- 
turally flows from it^ and which Montaigne here points out to them f 
* This Maxim Montaigne has quoted from a fmall Tradl of Plutarch^ in- 
tidM, Whether the Athenians luere more excellent in Arms than in Learn- 
ntif c. 4. where Cor^a makes ufe of it to convince Pindar that he had 
hone of his Poems il^i^rted too many Fables. 
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Whatisproper- The Virtue of Royalty feems to confift moil 
^^IVir!^^"^ in Juftice; and of all the Parts of Juftice, 
%atlurbt to ^^^? ^^ denotes the King, which accompa- 
accQmfttny the nies his Liberality •, for this they have particu- 
Bounty of larly referv'd to their own Province, whereas 
^^l^' all other Juftice they remit to the Adminiftra- 

tion of others. Lavilh Bounty is a very weak Means to 
acquire them good Will ; for it difgufts more People than 
it brings over to them. ♦ S^o in f lures ufus Jis^ minus in 
mult 05 uti pcffis, — ^id autem ejl Jlultius^ quam^ quod libenier 
faciaSy curare^ ut id diutius facere non pqffis ? i. e. The 
more you difpenfe to fome, the lefs you will be able to dif- 
penfe to many : And what greater Folly can there be than 
to order it fo, that what you are heartily inclined to do, you 
put it out of your Power to perform long.'^ And if it be 
conferred without Regard to'Merit, it puts him to the Blufli 
who receives it, and is received with an ill Grace. Tyrants' 
have been facrific'd to the Hatred of the People by the 
Hands of thofe very Men whom they have unjuftly advanc- 
ed -, fuch Kind of Men thinking to fexnjre to themfelves 
the Poffeffion of Benefits unduly receivM, if they difcover 
a Contempt and Hatred of him from whom they dcriv'd 
them ; and in this they join with the common Judgment 
and Opinion. 

'7// not in the When a Prince makes exorbitant Grants his 
Power of a Subjefts make exorbitant Demands, and ac- 
Princetofaiisff commodate thcmfelves not to Realbn, but 
^bLt^eaf/ Example. We haveReafon, certainly, very 
uje i. Qf^en to blufh at our own Impudence. We 
are over-paid, according to Juftice, when the R^com- 
pence equals our Service •, for don't we owe fomething to 
our Prince by natural Obligation ? If he bears our Ex- 
pence he does too much ; 'tis enough that he contributes to 
it : The Overplus is calFd a Benefit which cannot be de- 
manded, for the very Name of Liberality founds of Li- 
berty. As we ufe it there is no End on't. We never 
reckon what we have receiv'd. We are only for that Libe- 
rality which is to come. For which Reafon, the more a 

.4 PrincG 

/ 

? Cc^ro de Office, lib. ii. c. i;5. 
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Prince exhaufts himfelf in giving, the poorer he becomes 
in Friends. How fhou'd he fatisfy thofe longing Appe- 
tites, which the more they are fed the more they 
crave ? He whofe Thoughts are bent upon grafping ne- 
ver more thinks of what he has grafp'd. There is nothing , 
fo peculiar to Covetoufnefs as Ingratitude. 

The Example of Cyrus will not do amifs in Example of the 
this Place, to ferve the Kings of this Age as ^p^l^j%fj^ 
a Touch ftone to know whether their Bounties J^^r^ Pr^ca 
are well or ill beftow'd, and to fhew them how may learn to 
much better that Emperor proportioned them ^^J^^^ '^«> 
than they do : By this Me^ns they are re- ^^ft' t^operly. 

duc'd afterwards to borrow of their unknown Subjefts ; 
and rather of them to whom they have done wrong, than 
of thofe to whom they have done good ; and fo receive 
Aids from them, wherein there is nothing of a Free Gift 
but the Name. Crajus reproach'd him for his Largefs, and 

* caft up how much his Treafure wouM have amounted to 
if he had been clofer filled. Cyrus long'd to juftify his Li- 
berality, and therefore fent Difpatches into all Parts to 
the Grandees of his Dominions, whom he had particularly 
advanced, requefting every one of them to affift his Ne- 
ceflity with as much Money as he cou'd Ipare, and to fend 
it to him with a Note of the Sums. When all the Bills were 
brought to him every one of his Friends, not thinking it e- 
noughtoofier him only fo much as he had received from his 
Bounty, and adding to it a great deal of his own J, it happened 
that this Sum amounted to much more than if he had been 
as frugal as Crafus wou'd have had him : Whereupon Cyrus 
faid, ' "t" I am as much in Love with Riches as other 
^ Princes, but rather a better Manager. You fee with 
^ what a fmall Depofit I have gain'd the ineftimable Trea- 
' fure of fo many Friends, and how much more faithful 

* Treafurers they are to me than mercenary Men wou'd be 
' without Obligation, without AfFedion ; and that my 
\ Calh is better lodg'd than in Chefts, which wou'd bring 

' upon 

* In Xenophon^ Cyropredia, lib. 8. § 9. f Ibid. S 'O- Ae>«5 /n 
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* upon me the Hatred, Envy, and Contempt of other 

* Princes/ 

The Emperors alledg'd the Dependency of 
r *u!'v^l! their Authority in fome meafure (at leaft in 

ef the tLmfe- \iy-* iMiriV» -r* 

rcTi at the pub' Appearanccjon theGrood- will or m^Roman reo- 
lic speaacles^ pie, as an Excufe for the Superfluity of their 
^by notjuflt' Plays and public Spedacles ; they having been 
-^ ^* accuftom'd at all Times to be humoured with 

fuch extravagant Shows, and Entertainments. But they' 
were private Men who had brought up this Cuftom to 
gratify their fellow Citizens and Companions by fuch Pro- 
fufion and Magnificence, chiefly at their own Expence ; 
the Cuftom had quite another Tafte when it came to be 
kept up by the Sovereigns. Pecuniarum tranjlatio a juftU 
Dominis ad alienos non debet liberalis videri *, i. e. The 
transferring of Money from the right Owners to others 
ought not to be deemed Liberality. 
Alexander re- Philip perceiving that his Son went about to 
fr(yvd by his gain the AflTeftion of the Macedonians by Pre- 
Fatherfor en- fents, reprimanded him in a Letter after this 

"^'ZThJ^Mec' '"^"'^^^' ^^^- ' ^^^^ ^^"'^. miflead you to 
^hnof tbelAdL' ' think that thofe will be faithiful to you whom 
cedonians by ' thou haft brib'd with Money ? Have you a 
Prefents. < Mind that xht Macedonians ftiou'd look upon 

* you not as their Sovereign, but as their Cafh-keeper and 

* Corrupter ? If you wou'd praftice upon them, do it by 

* the good Deeds of Virtue, and not by Bounty from 

* thy Coflfers X' 

A DigreJ/ion ^^ ^as, howe ver, a fine Th ing to bri ng to the 

touching the Theatre, and therein plant a great Number of 
Magnificence of large Trees, with all their Branches in full Ver- 
'^fhMtbe iT' reprefentingagreatlhadyForreft, bcauti- 
Roman Emfe^ fu^y difpos^d in a juft Symmetry ; and, on the 
rors entertained firft Day, to throw iuto it a thoufand Oftriches, 
the People. ^ thoufaud Stags, a thoufand Boars, and as 
many fallow Deer, and abandon them to the Prey of 
the People ; and the next Day to caufe a hundred great 
Lions, as many Leopards, and three hundred Bears 

to 

* Ccero de OfSc. lib. i c. 14. % Cicero dc Oipc. lib. iL c. 15. 
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to be knock'd o'the Head in his Prefence ; and, on the 
third Day, to make three hundred Couple of Gladiators 
fight in earneft •, all which was done by the Emperor Pro- 
hs. 'Twas alfo very fine to fee thofe vaft Amphithe- 
atres cas'd with Marble, curioufly fet off with Figures and 
Statues, and the Infide fhining with rare Decorations. 

Baltheus * engemmisj en illita porticus auro. 

Behold a Belt^ with Jewels glorious made. 
And a brave Portico with Gold overlaid. 

All the Sides of this great Space fill'd and environed, from 
die Bottom to the Top, with fixty or eighty Rows of Seats, 
all of Marble alfo, and covered with Culhions, 



exeat^ inquit^ 



Si pudor efty et de pulvino furgat equeftriy 
Cujus res legi mn fufficit f . 

They who by Law can*t make a Title fit 

Let fuch; for (hame, th* Equeftrian Culhion quit.' 

where an hundred thoufand Spedators might fit at their 
Eafe ; and to make the Stage, where the Plays were per- 
form'd, firft open by Art, and to cleave into Chafms re- 

Eefenting Dens, from which ifTued out the Beafts defign'd 
r the Speftacle ; and then, fecondly, to bring a Deluge 
of Water upon the Stage, carrying Sea Monfters, and Ships 
of Force to reprefent a Sea Fight ; and, thirdly, to drain 
and dry the Stage again for the Combats of the Gladia- 
tors 5 and, for the fourth Scene, to have the Stage ftrow'd 

with 

* I know not what is ftrlAly^ to be underflood here by the Word Bal- 
Aim. In the Amphitheatres this Term was apply*d to certain Steps 
tlutt were higher and wider than the others, as may be feen in the Anti- 
qinties'of Father Montfaucon^ tom. 3. part 2. p. 256. Father 7ach* 
mrt^ in his Latin and French Dictionary, fays that the Word is U8*d by 
llknvius to denote a Belt or Girdle round the Bottom and Top of a Co- 
limn. Whether Jewels wou'd make abetter Figure there than on Mont- 
fiauans Steps I leave to the Determination of the Connoifleurs, % CaU 
f&Krww, Eclog. 7. intitl'd, Templum. f Juv.S^X. 3. v. 153. 
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with Vermilion and Storax, inftead of Sand, there to make 
a folemn Feaft for all that vaft Multitude of People j which 
is the laft Aft of one Day only. 

quoties nos defcendentis arena 



Vidimus in 'partes^ ruptdque vdragine terra 

Emerjijfe feras^ et iifdem Jape latebris 

Aurea cum croceo creverunt arhuta Ithro. 

Nee folum nobis fihefiria cernere monfira . ^ 

Contigit^ aquoreos ego cum certantibus urfis 

Spe£iavi vitulos^ et equorum nomine dignum^ 

Sed deformepecus *. 

How often, when Spectators, have we feen 

Part of the fpacious Theatre fink in. 

And, from afudden Chafm in the Earth, 

Start up wild Beafts : . Then prefently give Birth 

Unto a fhining Grove of golden Bow'rs, 

Of Shrubs that bloflbm'd with enamell'd Flow'rs ? 

Nor yet of Sylvan Monfters had we fight 

Alone J I faw Sea Calves with wild Bears fight ; 

And a deformed Sort of Cattle came. 

Which River or Sea Horfes we might name. 

Sometimes they have made a high Mountain rife full of 
Fruit Trees, and others of Verdure ; from the Tops of 
which trickled a Current of Water, as from the Mouth of 
a Fountain. One while a great Ship came rolling in, which 
open'd and divided of itfelf ; and, after having difgorg'd 
from its Hold four or five hundred Beafts for Fight, clos'd 
again, and difappear'd of itfelf. At other Times, from 
the Bottom of this Stage, they caus'd fweet fcented Wa- 
ters to fpout upwards, and dart their Threads to fuch a 
prodigious Height as to fprinkle and perfume the vaft 
Multitude of Speftators. Then, to defend themfelves 
from the Wind, Rain, or Heat, they had that huge Fabric 
covered over with purple Curtains of Needle-work, or of 
Silk of various Colours, which they cou'd either draw or 
undraw as they pleased. 

S^uamvis 

• Ctf/;f jKr«. Eclog. 7. V. 64 to 72. 
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' ^amvis non modico caleant SpeStacuIa fole 
Vela reducuntur cum vcnit Hermogenes ♦. 

The Curtains, tho* the Sun does fcorch the Skin, ' 
Are, when Hermogenes J appears, drawn in. 

The Net- work alfo, that was fet before the People to defend 
them from the Fury of thofe wild Beafts, was of Gold 
fTiffue. 



Retia. 



Auro quoque tort a refulgent -f-. 



Aqd woven Nets refulgent are with Gold. . 

If there be any Thing excufable in Extravagancies of this 
Kind, 'tis where the Invention and Novelty fiimifh Admi- 
ration, and hot the Expence. In thcfe fame Vanities we 
difcover how fruitful thofe Ages were in Wits of a differ- 
ent Kind from ours. It fares with this Sort of Fertility as 
it does with all other Produftions of Nature* Not that 
Ihe therein employed her utmoft Effort at that Time. We 
do not travel, we rather roam up and down, and whirl this 
Way and that ; and tread the fame Ground over again. I 
am afraid our Knowledge is weak in ev'ry Relpeft, We 
do not look far, and fcarce at all behind us. Our Under- 
flanding comprehends little, and exifts but a little while, 
it being Ihort not only in extent of Time, but of Matter, 

• Vixerc 



• Martial, Ub. xii. v. 1 5, 16. % This Hermogenes was an arrant Thief, 
and diey took down the Curtains for fear he fhou'd find fome Means or 
odier to fieal theQi away, f CalfturniuSf Eclog. 8. intiti'df ^em^luoh 



. il 6p Mo N r A I G N e'j EJfays. Book \ 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Multi^ fed omnes illacrymabiles 
Urgenturj ignotigue longd 
NoSe *. 

Before great Jgamemnon reignM, 

Reign'd Kings as great as he, and brave ; 

Whofe huge Ambition's now contained 

In the fmall Compafe of a Grave : : 

In endlefs Night they fleep, unwept, unknown. 

% Et fupera iellum Theb2inum etfunera Trojas, 
Multi alias alii quoque res cecinere Poeta -f. 

And long before the Wars of Thebes and Tr^,' 
On other Things Bards did their Song employ.' 

And Sohr!^ Account of what he had learnt from the 
gyptian Priefts, of the long Duration of their State, j 
of their Way of learning and prefer ving foreign Hiftories 
not, methinks, a Teftimony to be flighted upon this C 
lideration. || Si interminatam in omnes partes magnitudl 
regionum videremus et temporum, in quamfe injiciens ani\ 
etintendenSy ita late longeque peregrinatur^ ut nullum oram 
timi videatj in quapofjit infifiere : In hac immenjitate — / 
fiita vis innumerabilium^ appzteretformarum §, i. e. ' Co 

* we fee that boundlefs Extent of Countries and Ages 

* all their Parts, on which the Mind being fix'd and 

* tent, might ramble where and when it lift, with 

* meeting with any Limits to its Sight, we ftiouM dil 

* vcr innumerable Forms in that Immenfity.' Tho* 

• t 

• Horace, lib. iv. Ode 9. v. 25, &c. J Mofttai^ne diverts himfelf ] 
in giving Lucretius* Words in this Diftich ; a.ConSru6lion diredlly < 
trary to what they bear in that Poem, f Lucret, lib. v. v. 327, 
H Here a\{o Montaigne puts a Senfe quite diiFerent from what the W* 
bear in the Original ; but the Application he makes of them is fo ha 
that one wou'd declare they were adually put together only to ex{ 
his own Sentiment. Et temporum is an Addition by Montaigne, and, 
ilead of Injimta «uis innumerabilium appareret formarum, 'tis in Cicero 
fiita fuis innumerabilium njohtat atomorum. Thefe two laft are fufHcier 
Ihew that Cicero treats of quite another Thing than what Montaigne < 
here. § C/V, de Natura Deorum^ lib. i. c. 20. 
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tliat is arriv'd to our Knowledge of the Time paft ftiou'd 
be true, and known by any one Perfon, if wou'd be lefs 
than nothing compared with what is unknown. And of 
this very Image of the World, which glides away while 
we are in it, how fcanty and contrafted is the Knowledge 
of the moft curious Inquirers ? Not only of particular 
EventSj which Fortune often renders exemplary and im- 
portant, but of the State of great Goyernnients and Na- 
rtions, not aboVe a hundredth Part has rcaCh'd our Know- 
ledge. We make a Parade of the wonderfiil Invention of 
■our Great Gum^ and of our Printings which other Men, at 
the other End of the World, in Chinay enjoy'd a thoufand 
Years before us. Did we but fee as much of the World as 
^e do not fee, *tis to be believ'd we (hou'd perceive a per- 
petual Multiplication and Viciflitude of Forms. There is 
Nothing (ingle and rare in refpedt to Nature, nor, indeed, 
wh regard to our Knowledge, which is a wretched Foun- 
dation tor our Rules, and fondly prefents us with a very 
filfelmage of Things. As we, now-a-days, vainly infer 
the World to be in a State of Declenfion and Decrepitude by 
the Arguments we draw from ourown Weakncfs and Decay, 

Jamqut adeo affe£la ejl ^tas^ effataque teltus *. 

So much the Age, .fo much the Earth decays* 

Mke manner did he, of old, vainly conjedlure the Birth 
Youth of the World, by the Vigour he obferv'd in 
Wits of his Time abounding in Novelties, and the 
nation of divers Arts. 

Verhm^ ut opinor^ babet novitatemfumma^ recenfqtie 
Natura eft mundu nequeprimum exordia capit : 
T ^mreetiam qUadam nunc artes expoliuntur^ 
A jNunc etiam augefcunty nunc addita navigiisjunt 
hbiha f. 

But fure the Nature of the World is ftrong, 

And, fince it firft began, it can't be long j 

Vol. hi. M The 

« 

* Lucret. lib. ii. v. lijo, f Lucrft, lib* V. V. Jjt, Sc^, 
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The Rcafon, why I think fo, is, wc know 
That Arts increafe, and ftill politer grow -, 
And many Things, in former Times unknown. 
Are added now to Navigation. 

Of the nena '^^^ World of ours has lately found oat 

mrU, ^andthe anothcT (and who will affure us that this is the 
Genius of its laft that Will be difcover*d, fince the D^etnom^ 
Inhabitants ^^ Sibtls^ and IVe too were, till now, quitt 
a/^S'^V- ignorant of this) altogether as big, populous, 

and fruitful as this ; and yet fuch a Novice, fo 
much a Child that it ftill learns its A, B, C. 'Tis not fifty Years \ 
ago that it knew neither Letters, Weights, Mcafures, Vcft- 
ments. Com, nor Vines. It was even quite naked in ia 
Mother's Lap, and only liv*d upon what Ihe nurs'd it with. 
If we rightly judge of our Period, and this Poet alfo, of 
the Youth of the Age he liv*d in, this other World wiB 
be but juft entering into Light when ours fliall make its 
Exit. The Univerfe will be Paralytic 5 one Member will 
tebenumb'd, another in Vigour^ I fear, indeed, that we 
fhall have very much haften'd the Decay and Ruin of the new 
World by our Infeftion, and that itwill pay very dear for our 
Opinions, and our Arts. It was an infant World ; yet we 
have not whipped, nor fubjcfted it to our Difcipline by our 
Valour and natural Strength ; we have neither won the 
People by our Juftice and Goodnefs, nor fubdued them by 
our Magnanimity. Moft of their Anfwers, and the Ne- 
gociations we have had with them, prove that they were 
iiot inferior to us in the Clearnefs of natural Underftanding 
and Apprehenfion. The aftoniihing Magnificence of the Ci- 
ties of Cufeo and Mexico^ and, among many Things of the 
like Kind, the Garden of that King, wherein all Trees, 
Fruits, and Herbs, according to the Order and Size they 
are of in a Garden, were curioufly figur'd in Gold, as 
were in his Clofet all the Animals bred in his Dominions, 
and the Sea ; and the Beauty of their Manufa£hires in Jew- 
els, Feathers, Cotton, and Painting, fhew that they did 
not yield to us neither in Induftry. But as for Devotion, \ 
Oblcrvance of the Laws, Goodnefs, Liberality, Loyalty, I 
and plain Dealing, it was of Service to us that we had not fo 

great 

I 
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great a Share of thofe Virtues as they. F^of, by tliis Ad- 
vantage, they ruin'd, fold, and bctray*d themfelves. 

As to Boldnefs and Courage, Steddinefs, y;^^ Spaniai^g 
Conftancy, and a Refolution to bear Pains, juhdued tbt A- 
Hunger, and even Death, I (hou'd not fear to mcritans^ 
fet the Examples I find among them in com- Craft and Sur* 
parifon with the moft noted Inftances in Anti- ^hanhV^ur, 
quity that are to be met with in the Memoirs 
of our Side of the Globe. For, as to thofe who hav(i 
fbbdued them, take but away the Tricks and Frauds which 
they made ufe of to ^11 them, andthejuft Caufe which 
thofe Nations had of Aftonifhment to fee fo fudden, and 
Unexpefted an Arrival of Men with Beards^ differing in 
Language, Religionj Form, and Countenance, fit>m fo re- 
mote a Part of the World, which they never heard was 
at all inhabited, mounted^ on great Monilers to them 
unknown, againft fuch as had not fo miich as ever 
feen a Horfe before, or any other Beaft train'd up to carry 
a Man or any other Burden j to fee thofe iMen cas*d with a 
Jhining, impenetrable Shell, and arm'd with a cutting and 
glittering Blade, brandifhing it againft thofe who, out of 
Wonder at the Brightnefs of a Looking-glafs or a Knife, 
wou*d truck great Wealth in Gold and Pearls for them ; 
and who had neither the Skill nor Matter wherewith to pe- 
netrate our Steely if they had ever fo much Time : Add to 
this the Thunder and Lightning of our Cannon and Muf- 
kets, enough to have frighten'd Cafar himfelf had he been 
furpriz'd when fo unexperienced, and now againft a naked 
People, except where they had the Apparel of quilted Cot- 
ton, without other Arms at the moft, but Bows, Stones, 
Staves, and Bucklers of Wood: A People overreached, un- 
der the Colour of Friendfhip and good Faith, by a Curio- 
fityof feeing Things ftrange and unknown : Take away, 
I fay, this Dilparity from the Conquerors, and you take 
away from them all the Source of fo many Viftories. 
When I confider that invincible Ardour wherewith fo many 
thoufands of Men, Women, and Children fo often pre- 
fented and threw themfelves into unavoidable Dangers, for 
Defence of their Gods and their Liberties ; that generous 
Obftinacv tofutFer all Extremities and Difficulties^ aud^-^^w 
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Death, rather than fubmit to the Government of thofe 
by whom they were fo Ihamefiilly abus'd •, and fom€ 
chufing rather to die of Hunger, and to ftarve themfelves to 
Death, after being made Prifoners, rather than to accept 
of Nourifliment from the Hands of their Enemies fo bafdy 
viftorious : I forefee, that whoever (hou'd have attacked 
them, fuppofing an Equahty of Arms, Experience, and 
Numbers, wou'd have had a dangerous, if not a more 
delperate Tafk to manage than in any other War we have 
T^^mcricans ^^^^' What pity 'tis that fo noble a Conqueft 
ivoud bavg did not fall to Alexander^ or to thofe ancient 
If en happy if Greeks and Romans \ and that fo great a Revo- 
/^ryW>^ lution and Change of fo many Empires and 
^tf Conquerors Nations had not been effeded by Hands that 
more humane might have us*d them couitcoufly, andrefin*d 
and polite. them by grubbing up what was favage amongfl: 
them, cheriftiing, and propagating the good Seed which 
Nature had produced there ; and by not only mingling in 
the Culture of their Lands, and the Ornament of their Ci- 
ties, the Arts of this Part of the World, but incorporating 
the Virtues of the Greeks and Romans with thofe that were 
Originals of their Country ! What a Reparation, and what 
an Amendment wou*d it have been to the whole World, 
had our firfl: Examples and Deportment in thofe Parts al- 
lur'd thofe People to the Admiration and Imitation of Vir- 
tue, and formed a fraternal Society and Underftanding 
betwixt Them and Us ! How eafy wou*d it have been to 
have made Advantage of Minds fo undifciplin'd and fo 
thirfty for Knowledge, and fuch as, for the greateft Part, 
had fuch good natural Parts to work upon. 
With what ^^ ^^ contrary, we have taken Advant^ 

Barbarity they of their Ignorance and Inexperience, with W 
^ere treated by greater Eafe to • incline them to Treachery, 
i^e Spaniards. Luxury, Avarice, and to all Sorts of Inhu- 
manity and Cruelty, by the Example and Pattern of our 
Manners. Was paultry Traffic ever promoted at fo dear a 
Rate? So many Cities demolifli'd, fo many Nations extermi- 
nated, fo many Millions of People put to the Sword -, and 
the richeft, and moft beautiful Part of the World tum'd 
iip-ilde-down for the Traffic of Pearls and Pepper ! Mcafl 

Vic- 
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Viftories ! Never did Ambition, never did national Animo- 
fities provoke Men to the Commiffion of fucli horrid Hof- 
tilities, againft one another, attended with fuch miferable 
Calamities. 

Certain Spaniards coafting along the Sea in qig jinfiwer of 
-queft of their Mines, landed in a very fruitful, fome Amtx\' 
pleafant Country, well inhabited, where they cans to tbofi 
made their ufual Remonftrances to the People : ^^7^^^ 
' That they were peaceable Men, who had ^ ^^' 
made a Idng Yoyage, being fent on the Part of the King 
of CaftiUey the greateft Prince in the habitable ^Vorld, 
to whom the Pope, God's Vicegerent upon Earth, had 
granted the Principality of all the Indies : That if they 
wou'd become Tributaries to him they fliou'd be us'd 
very courteoufly ; at the fame Time requiring Prcrvifi- 
ons of them for their Nourifliment, and Gold for their 
Ufe in Medicine : They withal recommended to them 
the Belief of one God alone, and the Truth of our Re- 
ligion, which they advis'd them to embrace, adding 
thereto fome Menaces.* The Anlwer was this, viz. 
That as to their Ijeing peaceable, they did not fecm to be 
fuch, if they were fo. As to their King, becaufc he afk'd, 
he muft certainly be poor and neceffitous -, and the Per- 
fon who had allotted him this Partof the World, muft be a 
Manfond of Strife, by attempting to rive away that which 
was not his own, and to bring the Title of the ancient 
Poflejifors into Difpute. As to Provifions, they wou'd 
furnifh them ; that of Gold they had but little, and, in- 
deed, made no Account of it, forafmuch as it was of no 
ufe to the Service of Life, which all their Care was to 
pafs happily and pleafantly ; that, however, they were 
welcome to take what they cou'd find, except th^t which 
w*5 employed in the Service of their Gods. As to the 
one God only, they lik'd what they f^id of him, but 
they were not inclin-d to change their Religion, having 
fo long liv'd in it to their Advantage ; and that they were 
not accuftom*d to take Advice from any but their Friends 
and Acquaintance. As to Menaces, it difcover'd a wrong 
Judgment to offer to threaten thofe whofe Nature and 
Power was to them unknown : That, therefore, they 
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^ had beft quit their Coaft without Delay, for they were 

* not us'd to take the Civilities and Remonftrances of 

* armed Men, and Foreigners too, in good Part •, other- 
' wife they fhou'd do by them as they had done by thofe 

* others •, fhewing them, at the fame Time, the Heads of 

* feveral Men executed, which were fct up round the Walls 

* of their City.' Whether this was childifh Babble, from 
an infant State, let the Inftance here given determine;. But 
fo it. is, that the Spaniards neither in this, nor many other 
Places, where they did not find the Merchandize they 
wanted, made no Seizure nor Attack, whatever other Com- 
modity was to be had there : Witnefs my Cannibals. 

Of two of the moft potent Monarchs of 
Sir^^^i/l"^' that World, and, perhaps, of this ; Kings 
^rf'tbTKittg^ef of fo many Kings, and the laft the Spanianh 
Peru, afier drovc from thence, the King of Peru being 
they had made taken in Battle, and put to a Ranfopi fo ex- 

Umjrifomrof ^^^^^ ^^ j^ j^y^j^j all BeUcf ; whicll, hoW- 

ever, was punftually paid \ and having, by 
Jiis Converfation, given evident Proof of a frank, gener-i 
ous, and conftant Spirit, and of a clear and undifturb'd 
Imagination, the Conquerors, after having exafted of him 
a Million, three Hundred twenty-five Thoufand five Hunr 
dred Weight of Gold, befides Silver, and other Things 
that amounted to no lefs (infomuch that their Horfes we|« 
now fhod with folid Gold) had a Mind to fee (how perfidi- 
ous foever it might be deem'd) what might be the reft of 
this King's Treafure, and to-make that alfo their Proper^ 
ty. To tliis Epd, a falfe Charge was preferred againft 
him, and falfe Evidence fuborn'd to prove that he had 
form'd a Defign to raife an Infurreftion in his Provinces fqr 
recovering his Liberty. Upon this, by the virtuous Sen- 
tence of the very Men who had hatch'd this Plot againft 
him, he was condemned to be hang'd in public, making him 
compound for the Torture of being burnt alive, by fubmit- 
ting to Baptifm, at the Place of Execution. A horrid and 
unheard of Barbarity, which he underwent, however, 
with an Air truly brave and royal, without Alteration ei- 
ther of his Looks or Language. And after this, to ap- 
peafe the People, who were aftonilh'd and confounded at 

fo 
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{o firange a Scene, the Spaniards put on a Shew of deep 
Mourning for his Death» and ordered him a fumptuous 
Funeral. 

The other was the King oi Mexico^ who, Their execrahk 
after having been long befieg'd in his capital ^^^^^^*^^^^. 
City, wherein, if ever a Prince and People co?^^ w' 
fhew'd it in this World, he difcover'd the ut- alfitheMisfir- 
moft that Patience and Perfeverance are ca- ^«»' 'f y»/^ in- 
pable of doing, had the Misfortune of being *^ ^^^ Hands. 
delivered up alive into the Hands of his Enemies, upon Ar- 
ticles of being treated as a King ; (neither, during the Time 
of his Imprifonment, was any Part of his Behaviour un- 
worthy of that Title} but his Enemies, after their Conqueft, 
not finding fb much Gold as they expelled, when they had 
ranfack'd and rummaged every Place, they proceeded to 
eictort new Difcoveries, by infli<5Kng the mod hellifh Tor- 
ments they cou'd invent upon the Prifoners whom they had 
taken ; but, as they gain'd no Advantage by it, their 
Courage being greater than their Tortures, they were it 
laft fo inrag^d that, contrary to their Faith, and contrary 
to the Law of Nations, they condemned the King himfel^ 
and one of the chief Courtiers, to be put upon the Rack 
in the Prefence of one another. The Nobleman, finding 
his Spirits near fpent with the Pains and the Heat of burn- 
ing Coals all round him, pitifully tum*d his dying Eyes 
upon his Mailer, as if it were to afk his Pardon that he 
cou'd hold out no longer. The King, darting a fierce and 
fevere Look at him, as reproaching his Cowardice and 
Meannefs of Spirit, faid only thefe Words to him with a 
harfh and fteddy Voice, Aind what doft thou think of mCj 
that lam in a Bagnio ? Am I more at Eafe than thyfelf? Up- 
on this the Counier fuddenly funk under his Pains, and 
dy*d on the Spot. The King, being half roafted, was 
carry'd from thence, not fo much out of Pity (for what 
Compaflion cou*d ever reach Souls fo barbarous that, for 
;iving a dubious Information of Ibme Veflel of Gold to 

pillaged, they caus'd not a mere Man only, but a King, 
fo great both in Fortune and Merit, to be broiPd before 
their Eyes) but it was becaufe his Conftancy rendered their 
Cruelty ftUl the more Ihamcful. They afterwards hang'd 
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him for having had the Courage to attempt to fct himfelf I 
free by force of Arms from fo long a State of Captivity 
and Subjedion ; and he made his Exit in a Manner becom- 
ing fo magnanimous a Prince. 

At another Time they burnt alive, in one 
S//'^'i,S^ and the fame Fire, four Hundred and fixty 
Spani?rdsf(^w- Men, viz'. four Hundred of the common Pco- 
fnittt'din \mt' plc, andfixtyof the chief Lords of a Pro- 
sic^onibeir vince, whom they had taken Prifoners of 
Jv/....rj of ^Yar. Thefe Narratives we have from them- 

fclves ; for they don*t only confefs the Fadb, 
but boaft of, and juftify 'em : Cou'd it be to prove their 
Juftice, or their Zeal for their 'Religion? Certainly, thefe 
are Methods too different from, and contrary to fo holy an 
End. Had it been their View to extend our Religion, they 
wou'd have confider'd that 'tis not propagated by the Pof- 
fefllon of Territories, but of Hearts -, and wou*d have 
thought the Blood fpilt by the Neceflities of War too 
much, without increafing the EfFufion by a Slaughter, like 
that of wild Beads, as univerfal as Fire and Sword cx)u'd 
make it, having only chofe to fave as many as they in- 
tended to make wretched Slaves of, to the Work and Ser- 
vice of their Mines : So that many of the Spanijh Generals 
were put to Death on the Place of Conqueft, by Order of 
the Kings of C^///^,juftly offended with the Horror of their 
Behaviour ; and they were almoft all of them hated and dif- 
efteem'd. God" juftly permitted that all this great Plunder 
Jhou'd be fwallow'd up by the Sea in its Tranfportation, 
or by the civil Wars, in which they devour'd one another ; 
and the greateft Part of them was bury'd on the Spot, 
without gaining any Fruit of their Vidtory. 
7beTreafure rf -^^ tor the Rcvcnuc, and what was in the 
/^^ Americans Treafury of a provident and prudent King, 
Tiot fo confuier- the Rcafon why it was fo far fliort of the Hopes 

^iie^'d ^%]i' ^^^^ w^^^ Q2m^ before had conceived, and of 
^ ' that Abundance of Riches which the Spaniards 
found at their firfl: Arrival in this new World (for, the' a 
great deal was fetch'd from thence, we find it nothing in 
comparifon of what might be expefted) was becaufe'the 
L'lc of Money was intirely unknown there •, and that, by 
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conlequence, their Gold was all a dead Stock, being of 
no other ufe but for Ornament and Oftentation, as fo much " 
Furniture rcferv'd from Father to Son by many powerful 
Kings, who continually exiiaufted their Mines to form this 
Heap of Veflels and Statues f<)r the Ornament of their Pa- 
laces and Temples ; whereas our Gold is all in Circulation 
and Traffic. We cut ours into a thoufand Bits, caft it 
into as many Forms, and fcatter and dilperfe it a thou- 
fand Ways. Let us only fuppofe that our Kings had, 
in like manner, amafs'd all the Gold they cou'd coUedt in 
feyeral Ages, and have let it lain idle by them. 

The People of the Kingdom of Mexico cj-y^ Mexicant 
were fbmewhat more civilized, and greater Art- made the World 
ifb than the other Nations in that Part of the to confift offrv§ 
World. They judg'd alfo, as we do, that ^f"^ ^^^ 
the Univerfe was near its Period ; and they \/i!^^J[ohin 
look'd upon the Defolation we brought thelaflnvhen 
amongft them as a Sign of it. They believ'd the Spaniards 
the Duration of the World to be divided into ^f^^ '*'"'' 
five Ages, under five fucceflive Suns, four ^^*^ ' ^* 
of which had already finilh'd their Career, and that that 
which now gave them Light was the ff^h. The firft Sun 
perifli'd, fay iheyj with all other Creatures, by a univerfal 
Deluge. The fccond by the Fall of the Firmament upon 
us, which fuffbcated every Thing living ; and in this Age 
they place the Giants, whofe Bones they fhew'd to the Spa- 
niards ', according to the Proportion of which the Stature 
of Men amounted to twenty Hands high. The third Sun 
they fay was annihilated by a Fire, which burnt and con- 
fum'd every Thing. The fourth by a Commotion of Air 
and Wind, which even threw down feveral Mountains ; 
at which Time Men did not die, but were transformed 
into Babodhs. What Impreflions will not the Lazinefs of 
human Credulity admit ! After the Extinftion of this 
fourth Sun, the World, fay tbey, lay twenty-five Years in 
continual Darknefs ; in the fifteenth Year of which were 
created a Man and a Woman, who renewed the human 
Race. Upon a certain Day, ten Years after this, the Sun 
appear'd newly created, and from this Day begins their 
Computation of Years. The thir^ Day after it was crea- 
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ted, the ancient Gods dy'd, and new ones have been bom 
every Day fince. After what manner they think this laA 
Sun will perifli mj Author has not learnt. But thcSr Cal- 
culation of this fourth Change agrees with the great Cbn- 
jundlion of the Planets, which, eight Hundred and odd 
Years ago, as the Aftrologers compute, produc'd many 
great Alterations and Innovations in the World. 

, As to Pomp and Magnificence, neither Gr^^^tf, 

m^in?eX J^^^^' nor iEf;^^^ can, either for Utility, Dif- 
juperiortothafe ficulty. Of Grandeur, compare any of their 
^Greece, Works with the Road made in Peru^ by the 
Rome, and Kings of that Country, from the City oi^to 

^^' to that of Ctifeo (three hundred Leagues in 

Length) it being ftrait, even, twenty- five Paces in Breadth, 
pav'd, and inclos'd on both Sides with noble high Walls 5 
along the innermoft of which two Brooks are continually 
running, with beautiful Trees, nam'd Moly^ on thdr 
Banks. In this Work, where they met with Rocks and 
Mountains, they cut thro' and levelled them, and fili'd up 
the Chafms with Stone and Lime. At the End of every Day's 
Journey there are fine Palaces, furnifh*d with Provifions, 
Cloaths and Arms, as well for Travellers as for Soldiers 
that pais that Way. In my Eftitnation of this Work, I 
have computed the Difficulty, which is particularly confi- 
derable in that Place. They did not build with any Stones 
lefs than fuch as were ten Foot fquare, which they had no 
other Way to carry but to drag them along by the Strength 
of their Arms ; nor did they know fo much as the Art of 
Scaffolding, nor had they any other Way to go to work 
but to raiie the Ground with the Building, taking away the 
Earth when the Whole was erected. 
ThclafiKintcof ^^ rctum now to our Coaches. Inftead 
Peru carry din of thefc, or any Other Vehicles, they were car- 
aCbairofGoid ry'd upon Meu's Shouldcrs. The laft King 

*kl%M^f^ ^* ^^^* ^"^ ^^ ^^y ^^^ ^^ ^^ taken, was 
^Battle. ^^^ carry'd upon Poles or Staves of Gold, 

and fitting in a Chair of Gold, to the Middle 
of Ithe Field of Battle. As fafl: as thefe Chairmen were 
kiird in the Attempt to difmount him (for they were deter- 
mined to t^ke him alive) others ftrove to fupply the room 

of 
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of thofe that were kill'd ; fo that they couM never get him 
down, what Slaughter foever they jnade of thofe Chair- 
men, till he was feiz'd and puU'd to the Ground by a Man 
on Horfeback. 



CHAP. VII. 

Of the Inconvenience of Greatnefs. 

§ 

SI N C E we cannot attain to't, let us take fi> w^ ^uwu 
our Revenge by railing at it : Yet to find '^^'^^ ^^^^^' 
Faults with a Thing is not abfolutely railing ^'ji/^X 
at it, there being fome Faults in all Things cut much Thu- 
how beautiful and defirable foever. In the ^^^' 
jenerality Greatnefs has this evident Advantage, that it 
lets itfelf down at Pleafure, and has almoft the Choice of 
either Condition. For a Man does not fall from all 
Jieights, but may come down from the greateft Part of 
them without falling. Indeed, it feems to me that we va- 
lue it at too high a Rate, and that we alfo overvalue the 
Refolution of thdfe whom we have either feen or heard to 
have contemn -d it, or let themielves down from it of their 
own Accord. Its Eflcnce is not fo manifeftly commodi- 
Qus but it may be refiis'd without a Miracle. I find it a 
very hard Thing to bear Misfortunes, but to be content 
with 4 moderate Fortune, and to avoid Greatnefs, is a Thing, 
in my Opinion, of very little Trouble. This is a Virtue, 
methinks, to which I, who am no Conjurer, cou'd arrive 
at without much Struggle. What then ought they to do 
who fhou'd even put into the Ballance the Glory attending 
this Refufal, wherein there may be more Ambition lurk- 
ing than even in the Defire and Enjoyment of Greatnefs ? 
Forafmuch as Ambition never conduda itfelf better, ac- 
cording to its own Manner, than by a Path which is un- 
frequented, and out of the Road. 

I 
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J- - 1 fpur up my Courage to Patience, but [ 

m^n^am- flackcn its Rein towards Defire. I have as 
kftions of ytry much to wiQi for as another, and allow my 
high Prefer- Wlfhcs as much Liberty and Indifcfetion ; 
mtnt. j^y^ y^^ j^ never was my Lot to wifti for either 

Empire or Royalty, nor for the Emincncy of thofc ^l^ ^ 
and commanding Fortunes. I do not aim that Way. I 
love myfelf too well. When I think of growing greater, 
'tis but very moderately, and by a conftrain'd and timor- 
ous Increafe, fuch as is proper for me^ in Refoludon, in 
Prudence, in Health, Beauty, and even in Wealth. But 
that Reputation, and that fo mighty Authority opprefs my 
Imagination. And, quite contrary to fome others^ I 
ihou'd, perhaps, ratherchufe tobe thefecondor'thirdMan 
in Perigord than the fir ft in Paris ; at kaft, without lying, 
be the third than the firll Officer in Pt?rij, I wou*d neither dif- 
pute with a Porter at the Gate, a Wretch whom I knew not, 
nor make Crowds open to adore me as I pafs. I have been 
train'd up to a middle Rank in Life, as well by my Incli- 
oation as my Fortune -, and have made it appear, by the 
whole Courfe of my Behaviour and Undertakings, that I 
have rather avoided than otherwife to climb above the De- 
gree of Fortune to which 1 was born. Every natural Con- 
ftitution is equally juft and eafy. I have, therefore, fo 
mean a Spirit that I meafure not good Fortune by its 
Height, but by its eafy Attainment. . 

But, if I have not a Heart great enough, \ 
Eli Preference j ^^ j^^jg Amends by an open Heart, which 

nthai^rf^Z' injoi^s me boldly to proclaim its Weakncfs, 

gulus, 'voho Were I defir'd to compare the Life of i. Tife- 

wasfo ainur- rius Balbtis^ a fine Gentleman, learned, heal- 

abkforjxsjo,- ^Yi a Man of an excellent Underftanding, 

titudeintbe \ , j- • n r r^ . ° 

freiUelt Perils. ^^^ aboundmg m all manner or Convenien- 

cies and Pleauires, leading a tranquill Life, 
and all after his own Way, with a Soul duly prepared to 
meet Death, and fortify'd againft Superftitipn, Pain, and 
other Incumbrances of human Necelfity, dying at laft in 
Battle with his Sword drawn for the Defence of his Coun- 
ny ; fliou'd I compare his with the Life of M. Regulus, fo 
grand and fublime as every one knows it was, t(^ether with 

bis 



Gh. VII. Inconvenience of Greafnefs. 173 

his admirable Exit ; the one without Name, without Dig- 
nity, the Other exemplary and wonderfully glorious, I 
(hou'd doubdefs fay as Cicero did *, cou'd 1 fpeak as well 
as he. But, were I to fet them together in my own Phrafe, 
[ fhou'd fay alio that the Life of the former is as much^ 
virithin my Capadty and within my Defire, which I make 
conformable to my Capacity, as the latter is beyond it ; 
chat I cou'd not approach the lafl without Veneradon, but 
to the firft I fhou'd readily attain by Habit. 

Return we now to our temporal Greatnefs, }iil(n?dmt u 
horn which we have digrefs'd. I neither like comm<mdnorlm 
to command nor be commanded. Otanex^ one commanded. 
t£ the ieven who had a Right to lay claim to the Kingdom 
p£ Perjta^ did, as I fhou'd readily have done myfelf, i, c, 
it He gave up to his Competitors his Right of attaining to 
It, either by Eledion or by Lot, provided that he and 
lis might Hvein the Empire free of all Subjedion andO- 
bedience,. that to the ancient Laws excepted ; and that they 
ought eqjoy all Liberty that was not to the Prejudice there- 
of, he having as, great an Averfion to command as to 
pbcy. 

\ The moll painful and difficult Employment ^^^^ ^y^ ^^ 
|n the World is, in my Opinion, worthily to txcufMt be* 
jl^harge the Office of a King, I excufe more ^oufe their Of^ 
s£ their Failings than Men commonly do, in ^'^tj^^^t*^ 
confideradon of the vaft Weight of their **^'^^ ^Jl^*- 
»un(5tion, which really aftonifhes me. 'Tis difficult for 
boundlefs Power to preferve any Decorum. Yet fo it is 

It, even to thofe who are not of the mofl happy Difpo- 
ion, *tis a Angular Incitement to Virtue to be ftation'd 

fiich a Place, where whatever Good you do is recorded, 
plac'd to Account, where the leaft Benefaftion ex- 
tends 

• Gcm^ from whom Montaigne lias taken this Parallel, plainly gives 
Preference to Reftulus, ThoHus, he /ays, wallow'd in Pleafurcs of every 
\ and was aCpncemner of the Sacrifices and Temples ofhis Country : 
„ he was a handfome Man, pcrfcdly healthy, and fo valiant that he 
I in Battle for the Caufe of the Republic ; infomuch, adds Chero^ 
mmc I dare not name the Man who was preferable to him ; but Virtue 
kU fpeak for me« who will not hcfitate a Moment to give M- Rcg::/:a 

tt Preference, and to proclaim him the more happy Man. Df i;*.v.^, 
t et mal. lib. ii. c. so, f Utro^iot. Jib. iii p. 222, 2: ;. 
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tends to {o many Men, and where your Talent, like that 
of Preachers, chiefly addrefles itfelf to the People, whtf 
are not very nice Judges, eafily deceived and eafily fatisfy*d. 
There are few Things wherein we can give a fincere Judg- 
ment, becaufe there are few wherein we have not in fomc 
fort a particular Intereft. Superiority and Inferiority, Com- 
mand and Subjedtion, are naturally liable to Envy and Ca- 
vil, and muft necefTarily be continually incroaching upoii 
one another. I believe neither the one nor the other touch- f 
ing its refpeftive Rights ; let Reafon, therefore, which is ^ 
inflexible and difpaflionate, when we can find it, deter- ^. 
mine the Cafe. 'Tis fcarce a Month ago that I turnMovcf ; 
two Scots Authors who contended with each other upon ? 
this Point. He who takes the Part of the People renders ^ 
the Condition of a King worfe than that of a Carter ; and ; 
the Writer for the Monarch lifts him fome Degrees above ^ 
Almighty God in Sovereignty and Power. 
Great Men are ^OVT the Inconveniency of Greatnefs, which 
excluded from I ^^vc here taken upon me to confider upon 
the Exerdfes of fomeOccafion that lately put it into my Head^ 
HQiiourandFa- jg this : There is not, perhaps, any Thing 

more pleafant in Mens Dealings with one an* 
other than their Competitions and Contentions, through 
an Emulation of Honour and Valour, either in the Ex- 
ercifcs of the Body or of the Mind, wherein fovereigfl 
Greatnefs has no real Share. Indeed I have often thought, 
that, out of pure refpedt. Men have us'd Princes injurioufly ^ 
and difdainfully in that Particular. For the very Thing I 
was vehemently difgufted at, when a Lad, was to fee, that 
thofe who performed their Exercifes with me forbore to da 
their beft, as if they thought me unworthy of fuch EflTort; - 
and this is what we fee happen to them daily, every one think- - 
ing himfelf unworthy to contend with them. If we dif- 
cover that they have the leafl Paflion to get the better, there 
is not a Man that will not make it his Bufmefs to give them . 
the Vidlory, and that will not chufe to betray his own \ 
Honour rather than oflfend theirs. They employ no more 
Force in it than is necefliary to contribute to their Honour. 
What Share then have they in an Engagement wherein every 
one is of their Side ? l^ethinks X fee thofe Paladins oi 

the 
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the ancient Times prefenting themfelves to the Jufts and 
Touraaments, witn their Bodies and Armour inchanted. 
Briffbn^ running againft Alexander ^ purpofely made a Fault 
• in his Career, for which Alexander chid him, but he 
ought to have whipped him. Upon this Account Carmades 
(aid, + That the Sons of Princes learned nothing right but how 
i$ ride the mana^d Horfe^ by reafon that in all other Exer- 
4ijes every one bends and yields to them ; but a Horfe^ being nei- 
ther a Flatterer nor a Courtier^ makes no more fcruple to fling 
the Son of a King than the Brat of a Porter. Homer was 
ibrc'd to confent that Venus^ fo perfeft, foft, and delicate 
a Beauty, lhou*d be wounded at the Battle of Tr^jy, for the 
Sake of afcribing Courage and Boldnefs to her. Qualities 
never known in thofe who are exempt ^m Danger. The 
Gods are made to be angry, to fear, to mn away, to be 
jealous, to grieve, and to be tranfported with Paflion, to 
honour them with the Virtues that amongft us are compof- 
cd of thoie Imperfections. He that does not participate 
in the Hazard and Difficulty cannot pretend to an Intereft 
in the Honour and Fleafure that attend hazardous AAions. 
*Tis pity you fhou'd have fuch a Power that all Things 
give Way to you. Your Fortune throws Society and good 
Fellowfhip too far from you, and plants you in too great 
a Solitude. That Eafinefs, that mean Facility of making 
all Things (loop to you, is an Enemy to all manner of 
Pleafure. 'Tis Aiding, not going ; *tis fleeping, not liv- 
ing. Conceive a Man accompany'd with Omnipotence, 
you plunge him in an Abyfs, and put him under a Necef- 
fity of beg^ng Moleftation and Oppofition from you as an 
. Alms. His Being and his Welfare are in a State of Indi- 
gence. The good Qualities ofKings are dead and loft, for thcfc 
are only to be perceived by Comparifon, and we put them 

out 

• Plutarch in his Trciatifc, Htnv a flatterer may he difiingu:fl? d from c 
triindt where this Man, who fuiFcr'd AUxandcr to conquer him, is call'd 
^ifim inftead of Briffm^ as it is fpelt in all the Editions of Montaigne 
Am I have met with. Indeed in Plutareh\ Traft, intitFd, Of the Satis' 
yJ^aimm'TranqMilUtyof the Mind, 'tis fpelt BetVat, in the Paris Edit. 
Fol. Anno 1624.. But 'tis an Error of the Prefs, becauie in the Latin 
Vcrfion, which accompanies it, Xjhndcr ha? put Cji/cn. j- PhtcTih^ 
ibid. c. 15. 
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out of the Way of it. Their Ears are {o tingled with a 
continual uniform Approbation that they have fcarce arty 
Knowledge of true Praife. Have they to do with the great- 
eft Fool qf all their Subjedbs ? They have no Way to take 
advantage of him : By his faying, ^Tis becaufe be is fny 
Kingy he thinks he has faid enough to imply that he there- 
fore fufier'd hin[ifelf to be overcome. This Quality ftifles 
and con fumes the other true and elTential Qualities, which 
are funk deep in the Kingfhip, and leaves them nothing to 
fet themfelves off but Aftions that are aftually contiguotK 
and fubfervient to Royalty, i;/z. the Fundtions of their Office. 
'Tis fo much to be a King, that he is only fo by that very 
Denomination. This ftrange Luftre that furrounds him, 
conceals him, and robs us of the View of him. Our Sight 
is thereby repell'd and diffipated, being engrols*d and daz- 
zled by this glaring Splendor. The Senate awarded the 
Prize of Eloquence to Tiberius^ but he refused it, as think'- 
ing that, tho* the Award had been ever fo juft, he cou'd 
not have a true Relifh of it from a Judgment fo reftrain'd. 

HonjjtbiFaults ^^ ^^ y^^^^ ^hem all the Advantages of 
e/Kingsarehid Honour, fo do wc footh and give a Sandtion 
from their Eyes, to their very Defefts and Vices, not only by 
Approbation, but even by Imitation. Every one of jHex- 
ander's Attendants carry*d their Heads on one Side as he j 
did. And the Flatterers of * Dioirifius ran foqj of one I 
another in his Prefence, ftumbl'd at, and kick'd up every 
Thing in their Way, to denote that they were as purblind as 
he. Even Ruptures have fometimes been a Recommenda^ . 
tion to Favour. I have adtually feen Deafnefs afFedted $ j 
and, where the Sovereign hated his Wife, Plutarch f ob- j 
ferv*d that the Courtiers aftually divorc'd theirs, whom ' 
they lov'd. And, what is yet more, Uncleannefe, and '' 
all manner of DiflTolution, Difloyalty, Blafphemy, Cruel- 
ty, Herefy, Superftition, Irreligion, Effeminacy, and 

worfe 

♦ Plutarch^ Of the Difference betwixt the Flatterer and the Friend. 
+ Plutarch only fays that he knew a Man who, becaufe his Friend 
divorced his Wife, tum'd away his Wife alfo, whom, neverthelefs, he 
went to vifit, and fcnt for fometimes privately to his Houfe, which was 
difcover'd by the very Wife of his Friend, Plutarch of the Difference 
betwixt the Flatterer and the Friend, c, 8. of wf/;y'(?/'sTranflatioB. 
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worle Crimes, if woric there can be, have at Times been 
the reigning Fafhion ; and by an Example yet more perni- 
cious than that of the Flatterers of Mithridates^ who, * 
becaufe their Sovereign pretended to the Honour of being 
a good Phyfician, came to him to have Incifions and Cauf- 
tics apply'd to their Bodies ; for thofe others fnffer'd their 
Souls, a more noble and delicate Part, to be cautcris'd. 
But, to conclude the Subjeft I began with, Adrian^ the 
Emperor, difputing with the Philofopher F^wnw^j about 
the Meaning of a Word, Favorinus foon yielded him the 
Point ; for which his Friends blaming him, Tou talkfwtplyy 
faid he, wtnCdyou make me believe that he who commands 
tUrty Legionsy is not a Man of mere Learning than I am? 
+ Augufius wrote Verfes againft Aftnius Pollio •, Andl^ faid 
PoUiOj fay nothings for *tis not prudent to take up the Pen 
agaitffi him who has Power to profcribe. And thefe were 
both in the Right. For DionyftuSy becaufe he cou'd J not 
equal Philoxenas in Poetry, and Plato \\ in Reafoning, 
condemn'd the one to the Quarries, and fent the other to 
the IQe of /Egina to be foldfor a Slave. 

* Plktarcbyibid, C 1 3. + JElii Spartianl Adrianus Cacfar, p. 7 and 8, Hiif. 
Aug. % Or rather becaufe he was not able to bear the flight Opinion 
which Pbiloxenus fhewM of his Poetry. Diodorus of Sicily ^ lib. xi. c. z. 
filers, that one Day, at Supper-time, as they were reading fome worthlefs 
Poems of this Tyrant, that excellent Poet Pbiloxenus^ being charged to 
pre his Opinion of them, was too free in his Anfwer to pleafe Dionyfi* 
«r, for which the Tyrant was fo much incens'd againfl him that he or- 
der'd him to be fent immediately to the Quarries. || Montaigneh midak- 
CD here with regard to PJafo^ who was ibid a Slave in the Ifland ofjEgi^ 
fl«^ by order tA Dionyfius the Tyrant, becaufe he had fpoke coo freely to 
him s as Diodorus of Sicily fays pofitively, lib. x\r. c 2. and more parti- 
cularly alfo Diog» Laert, in the Life of Plato ^ lib. iii. Se6l. i^, 19. In 
dMfe two laft Notes the Fault I have found with Montaigne I might, in- 
deed, have as well plac'd to the Account of Plutarch^ who fays the very 
fkme Thing as Montaigne in his Treatife Of Contentment^ or Peace of the 
Wndy c. 12. yet I cannot but think that Plutarch has here been guilty of 
|imie Inaccuracy of Expr^ffion. 

. Vol. m. N CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Art of Difcourfwg. 

^hc End of Pit' J/TpIS the Cuflom of our Juftice to con- 
nifl-mcnu ', and J^ demn fome for a Warning to others. 
oTfomcMm To Condemn them for no other Reafon but 
mayfcrvefor bccaufe they have done amifs, were down- 
Jftjiruaion to fight Stupiditv, as Plato fays, for what is 
ethers. ^^^^ cannot be undone ; but 'tis to the End 

they may offend no more, and that others may not commit 
the hke Offence. We do not reform the Man whom we 
hang, but we reform others by him. I do the fame. My 
Errors are fometimes natural, and neither to be correfted 
nor remedy'd -, but the Benefit which virtuous Men do the 
Public, by making themfelves imitated, I may do, perhaps, 
in making my Condu6t avoided. 

Noyiite 'vidcs Albi /// male vivatflius, utque 
Barrus inops ? 7}ui;^niim documentumy 7iepatriam renk 

Ferdcre quis velit *• 

Don't you behold the wealthy Albus^ Son, 
How wretchedly he lives, how he*s undone ! 
There's Ban'us too, how fhabby is he grown ! 
Barrus^ the greateft Rake of all the Town : 
A good Inftniftion for young Heirs, that they 
Shou'd not their Patrimony fool away. 

Whilfl I proclaim and condemn my own Imperfedlions, 
another Perfon will be taught to fear them. The Parts that 
I mofl efleem in my felf derive more Honour from accufing, 
than from recommending my felf ; which is the reafon I the 
oftner relapfe and flick to them. But, when all is faid and 
done, a Man never fpeaks of himfelf without Lofs. Self- 
condemnation is always believ'd, but Self-prailc never. 
There may, peradventure, be fome of my own Conftitu- 
tion, who inftruft me better by Contrariety than by Simi- 
litude, 

• H'jr. lib, i. Sat, 4, v. logi &c; 
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litude, and more by avoiding than imitating me. This 
was that Sort of Difcipline which the elder Cato had in his 
Thoughts, when he faid, thsitWife Men have more to learn 
of Feols^ than Fools of wife Men : And that ancient Player 
upon the Harp, who, Paufanias faid, us'd to compel his 
Scholars to go and hear one that lodg'd oppofite to him, 
who play*d very ill, that they might thereby learn to hate 
his Difcords and falfe Mcafures. The Horror of Cruelty 
more inclines me to Mercy than any Example of Clemen- 
cy cou'd poffibly do. A good Riding-mafter does not 
fo much mend my Seat in the Saddle as an Attorney, or a 
Venetian Gondolier on Horfeback ; and a forry Speak- 
er reforms my Language better than a good one. The 
filly Look of anomer Perfon always advertifes and ad- 
vifes me ; and that which is pungent awakes and roufes 
much better than what is pleaiing. *Tis fit Time for us to 
reform the backward Way by Difagreemcnt rather than by 
Agreement, by Difcord rather than Accord. As I learn 
little by good Examples, I make ufe of bad, which are very 
common. I have endeavoured to render myfelf as agree- 
able as I fee others offenfive, as conftant as I fee others 
fickle, as affable as I fee others rough, as good as I fee 
others wicked j but I propofed to myfelf Meafures invin-^^ 
cible. 

i The moft fruitful and natural Exercife of ^^e Uffulmfs 
the Mind, in my Opinion, is Converfation, ^f^^mj^fur 
the ufe of which I find to be more agreeable 
than any other Exercife in Life. For this Reafon, were I 
now forc'd to make my Choice at this Inftant, I think I 
fhou'd agree rather to lofe my Sight than my Hearing, or 
my Speech. The Athenians and the Romans alfo held this 
Exercife in great Honour in their Academies : And the /- 
talians to this Day retain fome Footfteps of it to their great 
Advantage. 

The Study of Books is a languid, feeble 'TisanExerctrf 
Motion, that does not warm, whereas Conver- T^''-f'^*f ''7 
fation at once inftrufts and excrcifes. If I \f2J0ks. "" ^ 
difcourfe with a Man of ftrong Scnfe, and a . 
Ihrewd Difputant, he fmites me Hip and Thigh, goads me 

N 2 otv 
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on the Right and Left, and his Imaginations give Vigour 
to mine. Envy, Glory, Contention, ftimulate, and raife 
me above myfelf -, whereas a Unifon of Judgment is a 
Quality that is a perfc6t Nuifance in Converfation, But 
as the Mind gathers Strength, by the Communication of 
vigorous and rt gular Underftandings, 'tis not to be exprcf- 
fed how much it lofcs and degenerates by the contmual Cor- 
rerf)ondence and Company which we keep with fuch whofe 
Imaginations are vulgar and diftemper'd. There is no 
Contagion which fpreads like that. , I have fufEcient Reafon 
to know the Evil of it by dear Experience. I k)ve to dif- 
courfe and difpute -, but its with few Men only, atid for my own 
Sake •, for to be put up as a Spedtacle before a great Aflem- 
bly, and to make a Parade and Boafting of a Man^s Flow 
of Wit and Words, is, I think, very unbecoming a Per- 
fon of Honour. 

Nonfenfe is a fcurvy Quality, but not 
£'^/l A^r. ^o be able to bear with it, and to fret and vex 
fenfe is a <^ery at it as I do, is another Sort of Difeafe, alto- 
trouniWome Di- gethcr as troublcfome as Nonfenfe: And this is 
jicmper of the ^\^^ y^j-y Thing of which I will uow accufe my- 

^^''^* felf. I I enter into a Conference and Difpute 

with great Freedom and Eafe, forafmuch as Opinion meets 
in me with a Soil very unfit for Penetration, and too hard 
for it to take any deep Root in it. No Propofitions afton- 
ifli me, no Belief offends me, how contrary foever it be to 
my own. There is no Fancy fo frivolous and extravagant 
that does not feem to me to be very fuitable to the Produft 
of the human Underftanding. As for fuch of us, who 
deprive our Judgment of the Right of making Decrees, 
we look upon the various Opinions with Indifference -, and 
if we don't incline our Judgments to them, yet we readily 
lend an Ear to them. Where one Scale of the Ballance is 
quite empty, I let the other waver under the Dreams 
of an old Woman : And I think myfelf excufable if I 
chufe the odd Number, "tburjday rather than Friday ; if I 
had rather be the twelfth or fourteenth than the thirteenth 
at Table ; if I had rather, on a Journey, fee a Hare run 
by me than crofs my Road, and that my Stocking be 
put on my left Foot firft. All fuch Whimfies as arc 

cur- 
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current about us, deferve at leaft to be hearkened unto. As 
to me they are all mere Vanity, and that is what they really 
import. Moreover, vulgar and cafual Opinions, con- 
fider'd in their Weight, are, indeed, fomething more than 
nothing in Nature. And he who will not fulFer himfelf 
to proceed fo far, falls, peradventure, into the Vice of Ob- 
ftinacy, for the Sake of avoiding that of Superftition. 
The Contradidtions of Judgments, therefore^ do neither 
offend nor alter me ; they only awake and exercife me. 
We fhun Corre6lion, whereas we ought to put ourfelves in 
the Way of it, elbecially when it comes by way of Con- 
ference, and not of Authority. As to every Oppofition, 
we don't confider whether it be juft, but how we fliall, 
right or wrong, difengage ourfelves from it. Inftead of 
extending our Arms we thruft out our Claws. I cou*d fuf- 
fer myfelf to be roughly handled by my Friends telling me 
that I am a Fool and a Dreamer. I love to hear Gentle- 
men fpeak, as they think, with Courage. We muft for- 
tify and harden our Organ of Hearing againfl: this ceremo- 
nious Sound of Words. I love a ftrong and manly Fami- 
liarity and Converfation ; a Friendlhip that is pleas'd with 
the Sharpnefs and Vigour of its Communication, as Love 
is with Biting and Scratching. 'Tis not vigorous nor ge- 
nerous enough if it be not quarrelfome, if it be cjviJiz'd 
and artificial, if it treads gingerly, and i$ afraid of a Shocl^. 
"Neque enim difputari fine reprehenfione poteft *. Nor can 
there be any Difputation without Contradiftion. When 
I am contradided, it roufes my Attention, but not my 
Indignation. I incline towards him who contradjfts 
and inftrufts me, The Caufe of Truth ought to be the 
common Caufe of both the one and the other. What An- 
fwer will he make ? The Paffion of Anger has already 
given a Blow to his Judgment. Anguill^ has taken Poflef- 
fion of it before Reafon. It wou'd be gf Service that our 
Difputes were decided by Wagers \ that there might be a 
material Mark put upon what we loft, to the End that we 
might keep an Account of it, and that my Man might 
tell me, AIj Ignorance and Objlinacy cojl me loft 2'^ear a bun- 

N 3 drei 

f Ccero de Finibut bon et mal lib. u 
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: j-;/?.'T. rVr.'.*. I chenfli irc carels Truth in 
•v -. i: . :...-.". i". :'" :r 1 .ir.-i :c •. I iheanliiiv lui-^nder to it ; I 
^' -. " • c..r.*:i:fi:-"i .\rrriL :: t is niroiF as lean fee it ap- 
z- /:C -. • V, 1.: . 1 -U.1: : J. r'lr.L.iLrt :n ceirg reprov'd, provided 
!. .;.- -'.r v.. . ir. .-: :- :'X Jerking icd imperious. And I 
a.- ..'" ■.:^^.:.. .". .i-.: :- :".7 A.-rLlirs more frequently for 
C . .' / .a.v-:::-- :::*:::^ r...iv: :f .Imendinent, chufmgto 
r: . . ' \ -c *r'"r- '..:*:-•: i r re-jc. om : j diimonilli rre, by my 
r-.:(: . -or..Jlc=-. :m I'u. y-iv^irrlieleis it is bird to bring 
*'- : M:'. :;f r-. ■ "\ re to it. They have not the Courage 
v» : TT'ti- -er^'ji': -.. cv car': bear to be corretSted them- 
{eiiV-,. .i;v: rhry a.^vars fpeak with Diffimulation in one 
psfio^hfrs Preter.ct. I :aV-^ :b great a Pleafure in being 
jui^'d afiU kr.r/r n, tha: 'lis iri a manner indiiFerent to TOff 
i.-i which of t/. - :v%o Forms I am lb. My Imagination doa 
h ofren rontrauii: anc condemn itfelf, that 'tis all one tx> 
me if anoth'^:*- do i:, efpecially conlidering that I grant no 
more Authority than what I think fit to his Reproof. But 
I am angry with the Man who is fo furly, which I knoir 
fome are, as to be forry for his Admonition if it be not 
crcciited, and ukes it for an Afiront if it be not irnmedi* 
atcly followed. Whereas Socrcies always received the Coii- 
tradictions to his Argumients with a Smile, it may be £al 
that his Strength of Reafon was the Caule, and that, ditf 
Advantage being certain of falling on his Side, he accq^ 
ted them as Matter of new Victory. Neverthelels wc &% 
on th(! contrary, that there is nothing in the Cafe that rcn- 
il( rs our Sentiment fo delicate as an Inclination to Pre-cmi- 
lUMO', jind a Difdain of the Adverfary ; and that, there- 
f' n\ the weaker Difputant has reafon to take, in good 
I Mil, iliofc Contradidions that correft and fet him right. 
In ( arm (1, I ratlicr chufc to keep Company with thofe whO 
}Vll Muthan thofe who fear me. 'Tis an infipid and i 
huniiil PKaline to have to do with People who admire and 
nul;e Way tor ns. Antiftbtnes commanded his Childrea 
.V.\(' .%' ;,..;<• /.' ki::t]h\ cr as a Ftvcour^ from Any Man V/b$ 

conh 
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cmmended them *. I find I am much prouder of a VicSto- 

ry which I gain over myfelf, when in the very Heat of the 

Contention, I furrender myfelf to the Strength of my Ad- 

verfary's Argument, than I feel Pleafure in a V^iftory which 

I obtain over him by Means of his Weakncls. In fliort I 

receive and admit of all manner of Attacks that are di- 

reft, how weak foever •, but I am quite out of Patience 

with thofe that are not made in Form. I little care what the 

Subject is 5 the Opinions are all one to me, and the Viftory 

is to me a Thing almoft indifferent, I can argue a whole 

Day together peaceably if the Debate be carry'd on with 

Order. I do not require Strength and Subtilty fo much as 

Method i I mean the Order which is every Day obferv'd 

•'intheWranglings of Shepherds and Shop-boys, but never 

"v among us. If they ftart from the Snbjc£t 'tis uncivil in 

' them ; and yet *tis no more than what we do ourielv^s : 

But their Tumult and Impatience does not rany iht :n iioni 

V their Point. They purfue the Thread C/i their Argument. 

pif they prevent, and do not ftay for one another,* they at 

L Jeaft underftand one another. Any one anfwers too well 

" fcr me, if he anfwer what I fay. But when the Difpute 

confus'd and irregular, I quit the Subitance, and adhere 

^ID the Form with Anger and Indifcretion, and fall into a 

r, malicious, and imperious Way of Difputing, of 

which I am afterwards alham'd. *Tis impoflible to deal 

^llncerely with a Fool. My Judgment is not only deprav'd 

under the Hand of fo impetuous a Mailer, but my Confci- 

cnce alfo. 

N 4 Our 



• Plutarch of falfe Shame, c. 12. 'O 'A»'7/^9iw©: 'H^^xxlf? ^^pw- 

^Moutazffu has confounded this JntiJIhenius^ or jHtiJibeneusy as the Latin 
ffrsLoOlldon of P/utarch calls him, with the Chief of the Cjittic SeA, 
IjAo never had the Surname of Hercules ^ which Plutarch gives to Antijl* 
ius^ and is conllantly caird Antifthenes, 



^i. 
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Difiutes that Qur Difputcs ought to be prohibited and 

"^7 '^ir'^^^'be' P""^^^'^ ^ w^-^ ^^ ^^'^^^ verbal Crimes. * What 
%dMful', the ^^'^^ do they not create and accumulate, being 
/// Corff.qu.?ices always governed and commanded by Paflion ? 
of them. We firft quarrel with the Arguments, and then 

with the Men. We learn to difpute purely for the Sake of 
contradifiing ; and, whilft every one contradifts, and is 
contrr dieted, it falls out that all that is got by the Difpute 
is th^ Lofs and Annihilation of the Truth. Plato^ there- 
fore, in his Republic, prohibits this Exercife to Fools and 
ill-bred People.; To what End do you go about to inquire 
into a Subject* of one who knows not any Thing that is 
-worth knowing ? *Tis doing no Injury to the Subjedt when 
a Man leaves it in order to fee which Way to treat it. I 
do not mean a Wav that is artful and fcholaftic, but one 
that is natural and obvious to afolid Underftanding. What 
will it be in the End ? One goes to the Eaft, the other to 
the Weft. They lofe the main Point, and fcatter it in a 
Crowd of Incidents. After ftorming for an Hour they 
know not what they are looking for. One is low, the 
other high, and a third fideling. One is taken with a 
Word and a Simily : Another is no longer fenfible of the 
Oppofition made to him, he is fo engaged in his Purfuit, 
and thinks of following his own Courfe, and not yours : 
Anoihir, finding himlelf too weak to hold the Argument, 
fei^rs all, rcfufes all, and, at the very Beginning, mixes 
and confounds the Subjeft, or, in the very Height of the 
Difpute, ftops fliort and grows filent by a peevifti Ignorance, 
allefting a haughty Contempt, or a filly Modefty of avoid- 
ing Contention. This Man, provided he ftrikes, cares 
not how much he lays himfclf open. The other counts 

his 

* The Dcfcripiion wliich Montmgne gives, from this Place tQ the 
i\jajk j-, in the next Fage, of the Faults that commonly attend our 
jDil'pjtes, is very jiift, and very agreeably cxprefs'd. Pere Bonhours 
was lb plcas'd with it, that he has inferted it almoft verbatim in lib. iii. 
of his-^r/ clePc'nf€f\ c. 20. ^ 7- but without direftly alcribing the Hon- 
our of it to Montnigne^ whom he only points out by the vague Charac- 
ter of the Ctlbbrated Author ; whereas he ought moft certainly to have 
namM Montaigne cxprefly, efpecially after having jull criticised him in 
tiic fame Chapter with great Severity, to call it no worfe, wiien he not 
mnly quoted his Words^ but nam*d him without any fcruple. 
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his very Words, and weighs them for Reafons. Another 
is beholding only to his (Stentor-like) Voice, and his Lungs. 
Here's one that draws Inferences againft himfelf, and ano- 
ther that deafens you with Prefaces, and impertinent Digref- 
fions -f. Another falls into downright Railing, and picks a 
Quarrel for nothing, in order to get clear of the Compa- 
ny and Converfation of a Wit that is too hard for him. 
This laft looks not into the Reafon of Things, but draws 
a Line of Circumvallation ab®ut you, with the Logic of 
his Claufes, and the Rules of his Art. 

Who now does not enter into a Diftruft of ^he flrangeA^ 
the Sciences, and doubt whether he can reap ^!^^i%^ " 
any folid Advantage from them for the Necel- ^ ''^"^'* 

fides of Life, confidering the Ufe we put them to. Nibil 
fanantibus Uteris *, as Seneca calls it. Who has got Un- 
derftanding by Logic ? Where are all its fine Promifes i 
Nee ad melius vivenduniy nee ad commodius differ endum^ i. e. 
It neither makes a Man live better, nor difcourfe more per- 
tinently. Is there more Balderdalh in the Brawls of Fifh- 
women than in the public Difputes of the Men of this 
ProfefTion } I fhou'd rather that a Son of mine fhou'd 
learn the Language of the Taverns than the Babble of the 
Schools. Take a Mailer of Arts, and difcourfe with him, 
does he not make us fenfible of this artificial Excel- 
lency ? Does he not captivate the Women, and fuch 
Ignoramus's as we are, by the Admiration of the Strength 
of his Reafons, and the Beauty of his Method ^ Does 
he not govern and perfuade us as he will ? Why does a 
Man, who has fo great Advantage in Matter and Manage- 
ment, mix Railing, Indifcretion, and Rage, in his Difpu- 
tations ? Strip him of his Gown, his Hood, and his La- 
tin ; let him not batter our Ears with Arijlotle^ in his Puris 
naturalibus^ you will take him for one of us, or worfe. 
By that Complication and Confiifion of Language with 
which they overpower us, they appear in the Light of Jug- 
glers, whofe Feats of Aftivity Itrike and impole upon our 
Senfes, but do not at all fliock our Belief j and, their 
Slight of Hand excepted, they do nothing but what is 

com- 

* Sifitcaj^ Ep. 59« 
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common and mean. They are not the lefs Fools for their 
being more learn'd ; I love and honour Knowledge as 
much as they who poflefs it ; and, if a right Ufe be made 
of it, 'tis the moft noble and powerful Acquifition of Mor- 
tals : But in thofe (of whom there's an infinite Number of 
the Kind) who eftablilh their Sufficiency and Value upon 
that Bafis, who appeal from their Undcrftanding to their 
Memory, Sub aliend umbra Ictentes *, and can do nothing 
but by Book, I hate it, if I may venture to fay it, fbmc- 
thing worfe than Stupidity itfelf. In my Country, and in 
my Time, Learning has improved Fortunes fufficiently, 
but the Mind not at all. If it meets with dull Souls it 
overcharges and fuffocates them, leaving them a crude and 
undigelled Mafs ; but, as for fuch as are free of all Clogs, 
it readily purifies, clarifies, and lubtilizes them even toEx- 
aninition. 'Tis a Thing of a Quality almoft indifferent; 
a very ufeful Accomplifliment to a fublime Soul, but to 
others pernicious and mifchievous, or rather a Thing of 
very precious Ufe, that will not fuffer itfelf to be purchaf- 
cd at a low Rate. In fome Hands *tis a Sceptre, in 
others a Rattle. 

^TisMethodand ^ut to procecd, what greater Viftory do you 
Management, hope for than to convince your Enemy that 
that gi^ves a he is not able to encounter you ? When you 
Value to Dif- g^j. j-j^^ ^^j-^gj. ^f y^^j. Pofition, 'tis Truth that 
fu a ton. ^.^^ ^ when you get the Advantage of Order 

and Method 'tis you that win. I am of Opinion that, in 
Plaio and Xenophon^ Socrates difputes more for the Sake of 
the Difputants than of the Difpute, and more to inftrufl: 
Euthydemus and Protagoras in die Knowledge of their Im- 
pertinence than in the Impertinence of their Art. He grafps 
at the firft Subjed, like one who has a more profitable 
Aim than to explain it, namely to clear the Underftand- 
ings which he takes upon him to cultivate and exercife. 
'Tis our proper Bufinefs to be ftirring, and upon the Hunt 
after Truth i and, if we profecute the Chace ill and im- 
pertinently, we areinexcufable. To fail in feizing it is 
another Tinn^;, Vov we arc born to fearch after Truth 

tho* 

* Seneca, Epift. 35. i. e. Who arc alwa} s Tranflators, and never Authors. 
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tho* it is the Province of a greater Power to pofTcfs it. 
'Tis not, as Democritus faid, conccalM in the unfathomable 
Deeps, but rather elevated to an inlinitc 1 Icight in the di- 
vine Knowledge. I'hc World is but a School of Inquiry. 
'Tis not who (liall enter the Field, but who fhall 
perform the beft Courfes. Me may as well play the Fool 
who fpeaks the Truth, as he who utters a Fallliood ; for 
we are upon the Manner, not the Matter of Speaking. 
'Tis my Humour to regard the Form as much as the. Sub- 
ftance, and the Advocate as much as the Caufe, according 
to the Rule laid down by Alcibiadcs. And I amulc niylclf 
every Day in reading Authors, without minding their Learn- 
ing ; their Method being what I look for, not their Sub- 
ject. Juft fo too I hunt after the Converlation of fome ce- 
lebrated Genius -, not that he may teach me, but that I 
may know him ; and that then, if he be worth it, I may 
imitate him. 'Tis in every Man's Power to fpeak truly, 
but the Talent of a few only to fpeak methodically, 
prudently, and fully. By confequence, the Fallity 
which proceeds from Ignorance, does not offend me, but 
the Folly of it.- I have broke off levcral advantageous 
Bargains by reafon of the impertinent Wrangling of thofc 
with whom I treated, I am not mov'd once in a Year at 
the Faults of thofe over whom I have any Power ; but for 
the Stupidity and Obftinacy of their Allegations, and their 
foolilh and brutifh Excufes, we are every IJay ready to feizc ' 
one another by the Collar. They neither underftand what 
is faid nor why, and anfwer accordingly, which is enough 
to make a Man mad, I never feel any fevere Shock in my 
Head but when 'tis knocked by another Head ; and am 
\ more ready to compound for the Crimes of my Domcftics 
than their Ralhnefs, Impertinence, and Folly. Let them 
• do lefs, provided they are capable of doing it as it ought. 
You live in Hopes of wajming their Affedtion to you ; 
but, from a Blockhead, there's nothing, worth having, to 
be had, or hop'd for. 

But what if I take Things otherwife than Agreat¥auh 
they are ? "Tis poffible I may , and, there- Z;:^^Xar 
lore, 1 accule my own Impatience ; and hold, ^with the Follies 
in the firft Place, that fuch Impatience is as of others. 

vicl- 
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vicious in him who is in the right as in him who is in the 
wrong. For 'tis always a tyrannical Sournefs not to be abk 
to bear a Form different from one's own : And, befides, 
there really is not a greater, more conftant, and a more un- 
accountable Folly than to be mov'd and provok'd at the 
Follies of Mankind ; for it chiefly makes us quarrel with 
ourfelves, and the ancient Philofopher never wanted occafion 
for his Tears whilft he confider^i himfelf. Mifo *, one cf 
the leven Sages, who was of the Temper of "Timon and De- 
mo cr it us, being afk'd. What be laugh* d at, being alone? 
Made anfwer. For the very reafon becaufe I laugh alone. 
How many filly Things, in my Opinion, do I fay and an- 
fwer every Day of my Life ; and then how many more ac- 
cording to the Opinion of others ? If I bite my own Lips 
at it, what muft others do ? In fhorr, we muft live among 
the Living, and let the River run under the Bridge with- 
out our Care, or at lead without our being difturbU 
To fpeak the Truth, how comes it that we can meet a Man 
with a hump Back, or any other Deformity, without be- 
ing angry at it -, and can't bear to meet with a Perfon 
who is of a wrong Head, without putting ourfelves into 
a Paflion ? This criminal Sournefs fticks more to the Judge 
than to the Crime. Let us always have this Saying of 
Plato in our Mouths, Do not I think "Things wrong becaufe I 
am wrong rnyfelf? Am not I my f elf in Fault ? May not nrf 
Admonition rebound upon myfelf ? A wife and divine Check 
this, which lafhes themoft univerfal and common Error of 
Mankind. Not only the Reproaches that we caft upon 
one another, but our Reafons alfo ; our Arguments and 
Controverfies are generally liable to be retorted upon us, 
and we are hurt with our own Weapons. Of this Anti- 
quity has left me very grave Examples. It was faid ingc- 
nioufly, and very pertinently by Erafmus, in his Adagies, 
Stercus cuiqiie fiium bene olet. We fee nothing behind us. 
We expofe ourfelves to Laughter a hundred Times a Day, 
while we laugh at our Neighbour, and detcft in others the 
very Faults that are more confpicuous in ourfelves, and 
which we admire with wonderful Impudence and Inadver- 
tency. 

* Diog. Latrt, in the Life xXMfo^ lib. x. $ io8. 
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tency. It was but Yefterday that I faw a Man of good 
Senfepleafantlyandjuftly ridiculing the Folly of another, 
who batters the Ears of all Companies with the Catalogue 
of his Genealogies and Alliances, above half of them 
falfe (for they whofe Titles are moft dubious and un- 
certain, are the moft apt to fall upon fuch ridiculous To- 
pics) and, at the fame Time, had he look'd at home, 
he wou'd have found, that he was altogether as intemperate 
and impertinent in publifRing and crying up the Pedigree 
of his Wife. Oh I the impertinent Afliirance with which 
the Wife fees herfelf arm'd by her own I lufband ! If he 
underftood Latin we fhou'd fay to him, 

Agejis hac non infanit fatts fud fponte^ injiiga *. 

If of herfelf fhe be not mad enough, 
I Be fure to urge her to the utmoft Proof. 

I do not fay that no Man fhou'd accufc who is not clear 
himfelf ; for thennoone wou'd ever accufe, not even he that 
is clear from the fame Sort of Stain ; but I mean, that while 
our Judgment falls upon another whofe Name is then in 
queftion, it does not exempt us from an internal and fevcrc 
JurifdidKon. 'Tis an Office of Charity that the Man who 
cannot reclaim himfelf from a Vice, fhou*d, neverthelefs, 
endeavour to remove it in another, in whom, perhaps, 
it may not have taken fo deep and malignant a Root. Nei- 
ther do I think it a pertinent Anfwer to him, who admo- 
niflies me of my Fault, to tell him that he is guilty of the 
lame. What does this fignify ? The Admonition is, not- 
withftanding, true and ufeful. If we had a good Nofe 
our Ordure wou'd be the more ofFenfive to us becaufe it is 
our own. And Socrates is of Opinion, that whoever fhou'd 
find himfelf, his Son, and a Stranger, guilty of any Vio- 
lence and Wrong, ought to begin with himfelf, to prefent 
['liimfelf firfl to the Sentence of Juflicc ; and, in order to 
purge himfelf, to implore the AfTidanceof the Hangman. 
The Son Ihou'd take plac;^ next, and then the Stranger, 

If 



Tcr. AnJiia, A^ 4. Scene 2. v. 9. 
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aii^l lr.f*;:.r;:ri:of Divifior. ar.d Parc::;on, more than by it- 
f;if". -'V. in a Co.'-.r'crence, the Gravi:y, the Robe, and the 
I'orrjr/- ^.: rht .S;:tik'jr, oi:en give ?, Kvputation to vain and 
i\\\; Jryi::. ;;.:* •, 'cis no: to be prcfumM, but that a Gen- 
tl':;-/.-.. :o:;'/':ri^::!, and that Itrikes iuch an Awe, hasfomc 
.Suffir.i'.r,': V in hi.Ti that is more than comn^on ; and that 
llie Tvi:;::, to v/hon-* t'lC- Kinr^ has oiven lb manv Commil- 
fior.s ana 0:T:ces, a Man of lb foIen?.n and fupercilious a 
Countcri^n.e, mud be a Perlbn of greater Abihries than 
anoth'-.r v.!/; kiutLS him at a great Ditlance, and who has 
no i.jj:p!'n iTi^-ri:. Not only the Words, but the Grimaces 
of rhoi': \\:n\A't^ are confidci-'d, and put to the Account, 
cvrry r.n^: Hiaking it his BufinL^ri to give them fome fine and 
foh'i C^rjp.iuccioii. If they condcfcend to common Con- 
wcxuiu- i\^ and \ou offer them any Thing but Approbation 
and ];-. vcrcntc, thty knock you down with the Authority 
of ih'ir i:"x{;Lri'-nr.c : They have heard, they have feen, 
th y l:.iv: (lune fo and fo ; you are crufn'd wiili Examples. 
1 (h';itM ( hufe to tcll them that the i-'rui*: of a Surgeon's 
v.: y ■ i nre i . not the Hiftory of liii. Practice, and his cal* 
l-.i. ") .V:::ui tiiat Iiehas cur'd four J\^oulc of the Plague, 
ai:'..i .i'i'e<jf the Gout, unkls b.'.* kr>')-.vs how to extract 
l«.'i-;.;wl.ij;j from it on which to forivi liis Judgment, and 

make 
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nake us fenfible that he is thereby become the wifer in the 
ifc of his Art. As in a Concert of Mufic, we don't hear a 
!^ute, a Harpfichord, and a Flute alone, but one circular 
iarmony of all the Inftruments together. If they are im- 
)ix)v'd by Travelling, or by their Pofts, their Underftand* 
ng will make it appear. 'Tis not enough to count the Ex- 
periments : They muft be weighM and Torted, digefted and 
liftiird, in order to extrad the Arguments and Inferences 
which they carry with them. There were never fo many 
Hiftorians. 'Tis always good and ufefiil to attend to them, 
fiwr they furnifli us every where with excellent and com- 
mcDdable Inftrudtions &om the Magazine of their Memo- 
ry, which, doubtlefs, is of great Importance to the Sup- 
port of Life. But 'tis not this we feek for now : We exa- 
mine whether thefe Relaters and Colledtors of Things arc 
commendable themfelves. I hate every Kind of Tyranny, 
both in Words and Deeds. I heartily fet myfelf againfl 
thofe vain Circumftances which deceive our Judgment 
thro* the Senfes ; and, whilft I narrowly obferve thefe ex- 
traordinary Grandees, I find, that at beft, they are but Mea 
as others are. 

Rarus enim ferme fenfus communis in Hid 
Fortund *. 



for 'tis rare 



If Wealth uncommon, common Senfe can fiiare, 

Peradvenrure, we think them lefs than they why or cat Men 
«, by reafon they undertake more, and make efpcarjhme' 
rgreater Parade, and at the fame Time don't ttrnes to be more 

form what they engaged in. There muft ^^^'/{J^Fc ^^'^ 
more Vigour and Strength in the Bearer ^'''" ^ ' 
n the Burden. He who has not exerted his full Strength 
res you to guefs whether he has ftill more Strength, and 
;ther he has been try'd to the utmoft of what he is able 
•perform. He who finks under his Burden difcovers the 
afure of his Strength, and the Weaknds of his Shoul- 
ders. 

• y^r^'. Sat. 8. V. 73. 
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Whether Sue- Nay more, he has brought this grand Affair 
ie/s be alivoys « to a Point. This is faying fbmething, but 
Proof of Suffi' j^Q^ enough : For this Opinion is Juftly ad- 
''^^o'- mitted, that we are not to judge or Counfch 

by Events. The Carthaginians * punifh'd their Generab 
for giving wrong Advice, tho' it was attended with happy 
Succefs : And the People of Rome often refused a Triumph 
for great and very advantageous Viftories, becaufe fuch 
Succefs was not to be expefted from the GencraFs Conduft. 
We commonly fee in the Tranfadlions of the World, thac 
Fortune, to ftiew us her Power in all Things, and which 
takes Pleafurein mortifying our Prefumption, not being 
able to make Fools wife, me makes them happy in Spite 
of Virtue, and is forward to favour thofe Operations 
which are liioft purely of her own Plan. From hence 
it is that we daily fee the fimpleft amongfl: us bring 
very great Bufinefs, both public and private, to an Iflue : 
And as Sirannez -f, the Verfidn^ made Anfwer to thofc 
who wonder'd how his Affairs fucceeded fo ill, confidering 
that his Deliberations were fo wife : ^hat he wasfole Mafier 
of his PurpofeSy but the Succefs of his Affairs was wholly in the 
Power of Fortune J. Thefe may return the fame Anfwer, 
but with a contrary Biafs. Moft of the Affairs of this 
World are performed by Accidents. 

« 

Fata viam inveniunt ||. 

The Fates are fure to find a Way* 

The Event does often juftify a very foolifh Condu6b; Our 
Interpofition is as it were but a Thing of Courfe, and 
more commonly a Confideration of Ufe and Example 
than of Reafon. Being amaz'd at the Greatnefs of a 
Deed, I have formerly been acquainted, by thofe who 

have 

* The Carthaginians are (aid to have hang'd up their Generals, tho' 
Tiaorious, if the Advice they afted by was wrong, Tit. U^u, lib. 38. 
C. 48. f Or rather Seiramnes ^etfduvns, as we read it in P/utarch, in 
his Prologue to the remarkable Sayings of the ancient Kings, Princes, 
.^ind Generals. J P/utarch in i^^t Ficface, above mentioned, tothere^ 
aiarkable Sayings. J Fir^iL ^neid. lib. iii, v. 395, 
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have perform'd it, of their Motives and their Addrefs, and 
have found nothing therein but very ordinary Advice •, and 
the moft common and cuftomary are alfp, perhaps, the 
moft fure and convenient for Pradlice, if not for Show. 
What if the plaineft Reafons are the beft planned ? What 
if the loweft, the bafeft, and moft beaten, are more adap- 
ted to Afiairs ? In order to preferve the Authority of the 
Councils of Kings, 'tis not neceflary that prophane Perfons 
Ihou'd participate in them, or fee farther into them than the 
firft Out-line. My Confultation Ikims over the Subjedt a 
little, and (lightly confiders it by the firft Appearances, 
The Strels and Main of the Bufinefs I have been us*d to re- 
fign to Heaven. 

Permiiie Divis cat era *. 

Leave the reft to the Gods, 

Good Fortune and ill Fortune are, in my Chance has m, 
p Opinion, two foverei^ Powers, 'Tis a Folly J'f^ i^^f^ 
\ to think that human Prudence can play the ^^* '"^ 
Part of Fortune ; and vain is his Attempt 
^hoprefumes to comprehend Caufes and Confequences, 
and to lead the Progrefs of his Defign, as it were, by the 
Hand: Vain, elpecially in military Deliberations. There 
never was greater Circumfped:ion and military Prudence 
than has been fometimes feen amongft us. Cou'd it be that 
Men were afraid of periflyng by the Way, that they re- 
■ ierv*d themfelves for the Cataftrophe of the Game ? I do, 
^.moreover, affirm, that our very Wifdom and Confultation 
^ ' >, for moft Part, follow the Condud: of Chance. My 
/ill and my Reafon are fometimes mov*d by one Impulfe, 
id fometimes by another; and many of thofe Move- 
(lents govern themfelves without me. My Reafori hfift 
dcertainp ^and cafual Agitations. 

O 2 F^r 

• Herat, lib. i. Ode 9. y. j^ 
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Vertuntur Jpecies anifnorum^ etpeSora motus 
Nunc alios ^ alios^ dum nubila ventus agebat^ 
Condpiunt *. 

Now one Impreflion in their Bofoms dwells. 
Another when the Wind the Clouds dilpcls. 

If we do but obfcrve who are the Men of die greateft 
Sway in Cities, and who do their own Bufinefs beft, we fhall 
commonly find that they are Men the lead qualify*d. Wo- 
men, Children, and Fools, have had the Fortune to govern 
large Dominions equally well with Princes of the greateft 
Abilities 5 and we find, fays Tbucydides^ that the ftupid 
Governors out-number thofe of better Underftandings. 
We afcribe the EfFedts of their good Fortune to their Pju- 
dence. 



M 



Ut qui/que Far tuna utitur^ 



It a praceUet \ at que exinde fapere ilium omnes dicimus ^^ 

According to their Wealth all Men we prize ;, 
The Rich arc fure to be cry*d up for Wife. 

Wherefore I make no manner of Scruple to declare, that 
Events are flender Proofs of our Worth and Capacity. 
How we an ^^yff I was upon this Point, that there need} 
imposed upom TiQ more than to fee a Man rais'd to Honour, 
ly Rank. tbo* we knew him but three Days before tp 

be a Msxi of little Confequence, yet an Idea of his Great* 
ve& and Sufficiency infenubly fteab upon our Opinions \ 
and we perfuade ourfel ves that as he increafes in Equipage 
and Credit, fo he increafes in Merit, We judge of him 
not according to his Worth, but, as we do of Counters, 
according to the Prerogative of his Rank. Let Luck but 
cum, io that he fall again, and be mix'd with the common 
Crowd, every one inquires with Aftonifhment into the 
Caufe of his having been rais'd fo high. Is it be ? fay 
they. JDid be kn&w no better when be was in Place ? Art 

Princes 

^ ^irg. Gcor. lib. i^ v. 4*0, &c. f Plauttu in Pfitul, A& z* Sc. }• 
If. I}. 
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Princes Jo eajily fatisffd ? Really we. were in fine Hands. 
This very Thing is what I have often fcen in my Time 
Nay the Mafk of Greatnefs, which is feprefented in Come- 
dies, does,, in fome meafure, aflfeA and deceive us. What 
I myfelf adore in Kings is the Crowd of their Adorers. 
All Reverence and Submiffion is due to them, except that 
pi the Underfhnding. My Reafon is not obliged lo bow 
and bend, but my Knees are. Melantlnus^ being afk'd 
what he diought of the Tragedy of JD/V»^iw, faid, Ihavi 
not feen ity Uis fo offufcated with Language ♦. And moft of 
thofe, who judge of the Difcourfes of great Men, fhou*d 
fay I did not underftand its Drift, it was fo offufcated with 
Gravity, Grandure, and Majeifty. Antifthenes one Day 
perfuaded the Athenians to give Order -f that their Afles 
might be as well employed in the Tillage of their Lands as 
their Horfes. The Anfwer made to him was, that The 
A[s was an Animal not horn for fucb Service. *Tis all oney 
reply'd he, you need onfy command it to be done ; for the moft 
ignorant and incapable Men that you employ in your military 
Orders immediate^ become wortiy of *em by your employing 
them. This is much like the Cuftom of many Nations 
who, when they have chofe ^ King, canonize him *, and do 
not think it enough to honour him, if they do not alfo 
adore him. The People of Mexico^ after the Ceremonies 
of his Coronation are over, dare no more to look him in 
the Face ; but, as if they had made him a God, as well 
as a King, among the Oaths they make him take, to main- 
tain their Religion, Laws and Liberties, to be valiant, juft, 
and courteous j he Iwears alfo to make the Sun travel with 
its ufual Light, to make the Clouds diftill at the proper 
Seafon, the Rivers to run in their Channels, and to make 
the Earth bear all Things neceflary for his People. 

I diflent from this common Practice, and Montaigne «// 
have the more Diftruft of a Man's Capacity '^f >-^''^^. « 
whenlfeeitaccompany'd with a great For- ^r;,f,';? 
tune, and the public Applauie. We ought ^^^1^ that he U 
to confider of how great Advantage it is for a preferrd to a 
Man to fpeak when he pleafes, to chufe his gf^^^P^J^* 

O s Sub- 

• P/utnrch In his TTC2iiik of Hean'f7g, c. 7. of Amyot*% Tranflation. 
\' Diog, Laert. in the Life of Antifihems^ lib. vi. ^ 8. where this is told 
in a Manuel fome what difF^rent^ bm in ihe Maia it amounts to ihe lamf 
Thing. 
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Subjcifi:, to break off the Argument, or change it with a 
magifterial Authority, to defend himfelf againft thofe who 
argue with him by a Nod of the Head, a Smile, or by 
Silence, in the Prefence of an Affembly trembling with 
Reverence and Refpeft. A Man of a monftrous Fortune, 
offering to give his Judgment in a flight Difputc that was 
ibolifhly fet on Foot at his Table, began in thefe very 
Words, HewbofcrfsotberwifetbanfootJomuJibeaLidrj or 
an Ignoramus* Purftie this philofophical Point Sword-in- 
hand. 
7a, . jtj There is another ObferVation I have made, 

important Ad* • , . r f> • 1 • 1 

nfic^firfofifting that has been of great Service to me, which 
a right Judg" is that in Difputes and Conferences, all the 
mint of a Man' i phrafes which we think to be eood, are not 
^nTeH'athn. i^nmediately to be accepted. Moft Men are 

rich in borrow'd Stock. One Man may hap- 
pen to fay a good Thing, to give an excellent Anlwer, and 
advance a notable Sentence without knowing the Force of 
it. That a Man is not Matter of all that he borrows may 
be, perhaps, verify'd in-myfelf. *Tis not always Tfiecef- 
fary to yield prefently to what is advanced, whatever Truth 
or Beauty it has. Either a Man muft heartily oppofe it, or 
draw back, on Pretence of not underflranding it, to try in 
all Parts how it is lodgM in its Author. It may happen 
that we may embarrafs ourfelves, and help topufli the Ar- 
gument too fan I have fometimes, in the Necelfity "and 
Heat of Combat, made Pufhes that have gone through 
and through, beyond my Defign and Expedtation. I only 
gave them in Number, but they were received by Weight*: 
In like manner, as when I contend with abrifls Difputant, 
1 pleafe myfelf with anticipating his Conclufions ; I cafe 
him of the Trouble of explaining himfelf, I endeavour to 
prevent his Imagination whilft it is yet fpringing up and 
imperfedt -, the Order and Pertinency of his Underftand- 
ing warns and threatens me at a good Diftance. "With 
thefe I take a Courfe quite contrary, I mufl: underftand 
and pre-fuppofe nothing but by them. If they give Judg- 
ment in general Terms, This is good, this is bad, and that 
they happen to be in the right, "fee if it be not Fortune that 
hits it off for them* Let them circumfcribe, and limit 

their 
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their Judgment a little, why, or how it is fo. Thefe nni- 
vcrial Judgments, which I fee fo common, fignify nothing, 
Thefe are Men who falute a whole People in a Crowd to- 
gether. Such as have a perfeft Knowledge of them take 
notice of, and falute them particularly, and by Name ; 
but 'tis a hazardous Attempt. From hence I have more 
than every Day feen it fall out that (hallow Wits, afFefting 
to appear ingenious in taking notice of the beautiful Paf- 
fages in a Work which they are reading, fix their Admira- 
tion with fo ill a Choice, that, inftead of difcovering the 
Author's Excellence to us, they only expofe their own 
Ignorance. 'Tis a fafe Exclamation to fay, This is fine^ 
after having heard a whole Page of Virgil. By this Means 
the cunning Ones fave their Credit. But to undertake to 
follow him by a Paffage here and there, and, with a pofi- 
tive and approved Judgment, to attempt the obferving 
where a good Author furpafles himfelf, weighing the 
Terms, Phrafes, Inventions, and various Excellencies, 
one after another, by all means forbear it. Videndum eft 
mm modoj quid qui/que loquatur^ fed efiam, quid qui/que fenti- 
aty atque etiamy qui de caufd quifque fentiat *, i. e. We are 
not omy toobferve what every one fays, but alfo what he 
-thinks, and for what Rcafon he thinks fo. I every Day 
hear Fools fay Things that are not filly. If they fay a good 
Thing let us examine where they had it. We help them 
to make ufe of this fine Expreflion, and of that fine Ar- 
gument, which is not their own, and which they only have 
in keeping : They bolt them out at a Venture, and by 
'gucis 5 we make them turn out to their Credit and Efteem. 
You lend them a Hand, but to what Purpofe ? They don't 
think themfdves oblig'd to you for it, and become ftill die 
greater Blockheads. Never fecond them ; let them go on 
in their own Way ; they will handle the Subjeft like Peo- 
ple afraid of burning their own Fingers. They neither 
jkre to change its Situation nor Light, nor to dive into it. 
^ake it ever fo little, it flips thro' their Fingers ; and, be 
Adr Caufc ever fo good and ftrong, they give it up to 
]fOU. Thefe are fine Weapons, but have not good Hafts. 

O 4 How 

ft 

f OV.deOffic. lib.i. c. 41. 
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How many Times have I feen the Proof of ihem. Now, 
if you go to explain Things to them, and to confirm thent, 
they catch at it, and immediately Ileal the Advantage ot 
your Interpretation, by faying, That was what I was gmi 
to fay \ that was jufinry Thought J and if I did not exprefs it 
fo clearly it was for want of Language. This is mere Gaf- 
conade. There had need be Malice itfelf employed to cor- 
reft this haughty Stupidity. Hegejias's Doftrine, that we 
are neither to hate nor accufe, but to inftruft, is right elfe-» 
ivhere % but here 'tis Injuftice, and Inhumanity, to relieve 
and fet hiih right; who cafes not for it, and is the worfe 
i(bx it. I love to let them fink deeper, and intangle them- 
felves more and more in the Mire, till at Iaft> if it be pof- 
iible, they may own their Miftake. Folly and Nonfenfe 
are not to be cur'd by Admonition, of which, we may pro- I 
J)erly fay, as Cyrus did to the Perfon who imjtortun'd him 
to make ah Harangue to his Army jufl: before a Battle, viz. 
That Men are not immediately rendered valiant and war- 
like, by a fine Oration, no more than a Man fuddenly be- 
comes a Mufician by hearing a fine Song. Thefe are Ap- 
j)renticefliips that are to be jerv'd before-hand by a long 
and confl:ant Difcipline. We owe this Care, and this A? 
fiduity of Gorredion and Inftruftion, to our own People; 
but to go and preach to the firft Perfon that pafles by* and, 
to lord it over the Ignorance and Folly of the firft wfe 
meet, is a Cuftom that I heartily abhor. I rarely do it, 
even in private Difcourfe, and fooner give up my Caufe 
than proceed to fuch retrograde, and magifterial Inftrudli-* 
ons. My Temper is unfit, either to fpeak or write iot 
petty Princes. But in Things which are faid in common, 
or amongft others, however falfe and abfurd I think them, 
I never oppofe them, either by Word or Sign. 
tb' n d'f ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^* nothing puts me fo much 
itgreeablMing ^"^ ^^ Conccit with a Fod, as that he pleafe3 
in a Tool u his himfelf more than any Man of Senle can 
Admiration of reafonably pleafe himfelf. *Tis a Misfortune 

Thltbe^f^s. ^^^^ Prudence forbids us Self-contentment and 

Confidence, and fends us always away difcon- 
tented and diffident in Cafes, where Obftinacy and Ralh- 
nd& fill thofe that are guilty of them with Joy and Afiu** 

rance« 
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ranee. The Ignorant are they, who look back at other 
Men over the Shoulder, always returning from the Com- 
bat full of Joy and Triumph. And, moreover, this 
Haughtinefs of Stile, and Gaiety of Countenance, often 
gives them the Advantage, in the Opinion of By-ftanders, 
who are commonly weak and incapaole of rightly judging 
and difcerning the real Ailvantages. Obftinacy and Vehe- 
mency in Opinion is the fureft Proof of Stupidity. 1$ 
there any Thing fo pofitive, refolute, fcornful, contemp- 
lative, ferious, and grave as an Afs ? 

May we not incorporate in Difcourfe and T^r Vfefulmfi 
Converfation the ftiarp and pointed Expreffi- 'ff?^* ^^ 
ons which Mirth and Familiarity introduce inCmvlrjatUii. 
among Friends, pleafantly and brifkly jelling 
with, and bantering one another ? This is an Exercife for 
which my natural Gaiety fits me well enough ; and, tho' it 
be not as tedious and ferious, as that other Exercife which I 
mentioned juft now, *tis every whit as acute and ingenious, 
and^ as Lycurgus thought, altogether as ufeful. For my 
Part, I contribute more Freedom than Wit to it, and am 
niore oblig'd to Luck than to Invention ; but I am perfe6t 
in Suffering, for I can bear a Retaliation that is not only 
tart, but mdifcreet alfo, without being at all mov*d. And 
whenever I am attacked, if I have not a brifk Repartee 
ready, I do not trouble myfelf by purfuing the Subje6k 
with a naufeous impertinent Conteft, bordering upon Ob- 
ftinacy. I let it drop ; am glad to give up the Point, and 
wait a better Opportunity to take Satisfaftion. No Mer- 
chant is always a Gainer. Mofl Men, when their Strength 
fails them, change their Countenance and Voice ; and, by 
an unfeafbnable Indignation, inflead of revenging them-' 
felves, accufe at once their own Folly and Impatience. In 
thcfe jovial Moments we fometimes pinch the private 
Strings of our Imperfedions, which, when compos'd, we 
pannot touch without Offence •, and we hint our Defefts to 
pne another to our Advantage. 

Xhereare other rough and indifcreet Contentions, after 
ihitFrench manner, which I mortally hate. I have a ten- 
der Skin, which is fenfible of the leafl Touch. I have, in 
Biy Time, known two Princes of our Royal Blood interr'cl, 

who 
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who loft their Lives by fueh a Difpute. 'Tis unhandfome, 
at Play, to fall out and fight. 

As for the reft, when I have a Mind to judge of any 
one, I alk him how he likes himfclf, to what Degree his 
Speech, or his Work pleafes him, I bar thofe fine Apo- 
logies. I did it only for firf Paftime:, I was not an Hour 
about it i I have not looked over it Jince. 

Ablatum mediis opus eji incudibus ijlis *. 

Tliis Work, unfinifti*d, from the Anvil came. 

WhatMithod Well but, fay I, fet thofe Pieces alide, 
Montaigne. and give one that reprefents you intire, 
t^ JO form a f^^h a One as you wou*d be meafur'd by. And 

(^T^fitkn{^ ^^^^^ ''^^^^ ^^ y^'^ think is the beft Part of your 
nfihtn the Au- Performance ? Is it this Part, or that f the 
thor/ttbmiited Grace, or the Subjeft, the Invention, the 
'^ ''• Judgment, or the Learning ? For I com- 

monly find, that Men are as wide of the Mark, in judging 
of their own Works, as thofe of others ; not only by rea- 
fonof the Fondnefsthey have for them, but for want of 
Ability to know and diftinguifti them. The Work, by its 
own Merit and Fortune, may fecond the Workman, and 
outftrip him beyond his Invention and Knowledge. For 
my Part, [ do not judge of the Value of other Mens 
Works more obfcurely than of my own ; and the Rife and 
Fall of my Effays, in my Eftimation, is very wavering 
and inconftant. There are many Books that are uieful 
upon account of their Subjedts, from which the Author dc* 
rives no Praife ; and there are good Books, as well as good 
Works, which are a Difgrace to the Operator. I may 
write of the Manner of our Feafts, of the Faftiion of our 
Cloaths, and may treat of them with an ill Grace. I may- 
publifh the Edifts of my Time, and the Letters of Princes 
that are handed about. I may make an Abridgment of s 

goocf 

• Ovid Trift. lib. J. Elcg. 6. v. 29. 
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good Bodk (tho* all Abridgments of * good Books are fil- 
]y) which Book may come to be loft, and the like. Pofte- 
rity may receive Angular Benefit from fuch Compofi- 
tions ; but what Honour fhall I get, unlefs it be by mere 
good Luck ? A great Part of the Authors of Note are in 
this Condition. Several Years ago, when I read Philip dt 
Cominesj who is, doubtlefs, a very good Author, I took 
notice of this, as an uncommon Maxim, That a Man 
Jhou^ d be cautious of doing hisMafterfo much Service as to 
hinder him from meeting with ajuft Requital, *I ought to 
commend the Invention, not him ; for I not long ago met 
mxhitm^acitusy who fays, * That Benefits give us a 

* Pleafure, while they are not too great to be requited ; 

* but, when they far exceed that. Hatred is returned in- 

* ftead of Thanks -f-.' And Seneca does not fcruple to fay. 
Nam qui non put at ejfe turpe non reddere^ non vult ejfe cui red- 
dat J, i. e. He who thinks it a Shame not to make a Re- 
quital wilhes the Man, to whom he owes it, was not in 
Being, ^intus Cicero fays, a little more faintly, S^i fe 
mn putat fatis facere^ amicus ejfe nullo modo pteft ||, i. e. He 
who thinks it is not in his Power to make you SatisfadHon 
can by no means be your Friend. The Subjeft, according 
to what it is, may procure the Writer a Reputation for 
Learning, and a good Memory ■, but to infpeft him, and fee 
what Talents are moft his own, and moft worthy, and the 
Vigour and Beauty of his Genius, *tis neceflary to know 
what is his own, and what is not fo ; and, in that which is 
not his own, to confider how much we are obliged to him 
for the Choice, Difpofition, Ornament, and Language, 
which he has furnifh'd. What if he has borrowed the 
Matter, and fpoil'd the Form, as often happens ? We, 
who have little Acquaintance with Books, are in this Diffi- 
culty, that, when we meet with fome beautiful Invention 
in any modern Poet, any powerful Argument in a Preach- 
er, 

• Somebody, however, has thought fit to publifti a Kind of Abridg- 
ment of Montaigne\ Effays (calPd, VEjprit da EJfait, &:c.) bat, as if the 
Abridgment had been made only to juftify Montaigne % Obiervation, k 
died as it were in its Birth, and is not like to be ever reprinted, f Tacit. 
Afinal. lib. iv. c. i8. :|: ^inec. Ep. 8k || ^ CiV^. de Fetitionc Con- 
fulatus, c. Q. 
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€r, we dare not, however, commend them for k, till wc 
Jiave firft informed ourfelves by fome learned Man whether 
the fame be their own, or borrowed. Till then I am always 
i6n my Guard. 

jIDigreffion ^ ^^^ ^^^ lately read the Hiftory of 7i- 

€oncerning the ctfuSy from the Beginning to the End (which 
Genius, and js the morc remarkable in me, as it is twenty 

Hour together) and 1 did it at the Perfuaiion 
bf a Gentleman whom France holds in very great Efteem, 
not only for his own Worth, but for a conftant Appearance 
of Capacity and Virtue, which is difcover'd in many of 
his Brothers. I don't know any Author that, in a public 
Narrative, has interwoven fuch Remarks on Manners, and 
particular Inclinations ; and I am of a quite contrary Opi- 
nion to him, which is that being, eipecially, to write the 
Lives of the Emperors of his Time, fo various and extra- 
ordinary in every Shape*, and, to relate fb many notable Ac- 
tions, as their Cruelty particularly produced in their Sub- 
jed:s, he had more important, and more engaging Matter 
to difcourfe of, and to relate, than if he had been to de- 
fcribe Battles, and univerfal Commotions ; infomuch, that 
I often find him infipid when he runs over the Deaths of 
thofe brave Men, as if he fear*d we Ihou'd think them too 
numerous and tedious. This Kind of Hiftoriography is 
by much the moft ufeful. Public Commotions depend 
moft upon the Conduft of Fortune ; private ones upon 
our own. This Work of Tacifus is rather a Judgment giv- 
en upon Fafts, than a Deduftion of Hiftory. There are 
more Leflbns than Stories in it : 'Tis not a Book to read, 
but to ftudy and learn •, it is full of Opinions, fome right, 
others wrong : 'Tis a Nurfery of Ethics and Politics, for 
the Ufe and Ornament of fuch as have any Share in the 
Government of the World. He always ufes folid and vi- 
gorous Arguments in a Iharp, fubtle Manner, according tt> 
the afFefted Stile of that Age ; and was fo fond of the 
Sublime that, where Sharpnefs and Subtlety were wanting 
in the Matter, he fupply'd the Defed with lofty fwelling 
Words. His Way of writing is much like that of Seneca. 
His Stile fcems to me to be the more nervous, Senecah more 

iharp. 
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Iharp. But Tacitus^s Hiftory is the moft proper for a trou- 
bled, fickly State, as ours is at prefent ; and you wou'd 
often fay, that he both paints and pinches us. 
/ They who doubt of his Integrity, plainly Tacitus, /V 
enough confefs they don't like him in other ^/^^^^'^y 
Refpefts. His Opinions are folid, and lean "i!^/or ti^e^uil 
for the moft Part, towards the Reman Affairs, ju Good, ba$ 
Neverthelefs, I am a little out of Temper ^^nfurd ?om^ 
with him for judging more feverely of Pom- V^V^f^^rely. 
feyy than fuited with the Opinion of thofe worthy Men 
that liv*d in the fame Time, and treated with him ; and for 
thinking Potnfey^ in all Refpefts, like Marius and Sylla^ ex- 
cepting that he was more clofe *. His Intention, in the 
Management of Affairs, has not been exempted from 
Ambition, nor Revenge; and his very Friends were afraid 
that his Vidtory wou*d have tranfported him beyond the 
Bounds of Reafon \ but not to a Degree fo much beyond 
all Reftraipt. There is nothing in Pompefs Life that car- 
ries the Marks of fuch exprefs Cruelty and Tyranny. Nei- 
Aer ought we to compare Sufpicion to Evidence ; confe- 
quently, I do not believe Tacitus in this Matter. Suppof* 
ing his Narratives to be genuine and right, it might, per- 
haps, be argued, even from hence, that they are not al- 
ways exaftly apply'd to the Conclufions of his Judgments, 
which he always follows, according to the Biafs which he 
has taken, often beyond the Subjed: he opens to us, to 
which he has not deigned to give the leaft Regard. He 
needs no Excufe for having approv'd of the Religion of 
his Time, as it was injoin*d by the Laws, and for having 
been ignorant of the true Religion. This was his Misfor- 
tune, not his Fault. 

I have principally confider'd his Judgment, Whether he 
and do not fully underftand it every where; M^ da right 
as thcfe Words, particularly in a Letter which Para^phwa 
Tiberius^ when old and fick, fent to the Senate, Lethr/remTi- 
* f What fhall I write to vou. Sirs, or how ^crius to the 
I * fhall I write to you, or what fhall I not write ^'»^'^- 
I * to you at this Juncture ? May the Gods and Goddefle$ 
f ' ' lay 

• Tadt. Hid. lib. ii, c. 38. f ^««''- Anaal. lib. vi. c. 6. 
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* lay a worfc Punifhment upon me, than what I feel every 

* Day, if I know.* I do not fee why he Ihou'd {6 pofi- 
tively apply them to a ftinging Remorfe of Tiberius^s Con- 
fcience. At leaft, when I was in the fame Cafe, I per- 
ceived no fuch Thing. 

This alfo feemM to me a little mean in 7^- 

Montaignc/^r ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^g ^^ fay he had exercis'd a 
making an Apo- certain * honourable Office of the Magiftra- . 
logffor halving cy, he excus*d himfelf by faying that he did 
/i^^ 'wfi^^^^ ^^^ mention it by Way of Oftentation. This 
M bts fivrj. feems a little too low an Expreffion for ftich a 
Genius as his was ; fince for a Man not to do himfelf Juf- 
tice, implies fome Want of Courage ; One of a rough and 
lofty Judgment, which is alio fafe and found, makes ufeof his 
own Example upon all Occafions, as well as thofe of others; 
and gives Evidence as freely of himfelf as of a third Pcr- 
fon. We are to fuperfede thefe common Rules of Civility 
in Favour of Truth and Liberty. I prefume not only to 
fpeak of myfelf, but of myfelr alone. When I write of 
any Thing elfe, I miftake my Way, and lofe my Subjcft : 
Yet I am not fo indifcreetly inamour'd with, or fo bigptted 
to, and inwrapp'd up in myfelf, that I cannot diitinguilh, 
and confider myfelf apart, as I do a Neighbour, or a Tree, 
*Tis equally a Failing for a Man not to difcern all his AK- 
lity, or to fav more than he fees in himfelf. We owe more 
Love to God than to ourfel ves, and know him lefs ; yet 
we fpeak of him as much as we pleafe. 
^hi Cbaraaer '^ ^^^ Writings of Tacitus make any Dif- 
ofT2LZ\i\xstobi covery of his Qualities, he was a great Man, 
jud£dofby his upright and bold •, BOt of a fuperftitious, but 
Writings. ^f ^ philofophical, and generous Virtue. 
Tacitus, and A Man may think him bold in his Stones ^ 
allHiJionans as where he fays that a Soldier carrying a 
are to be com- Bundle ofWood, his Hands wcre fo nozcn, 
l^i{xtra^^ and ftuck fo faft to it, that they were fevcr'd 
dinaryFaas by it from his Arms. I always, in fudi 
and popular Things, fubmit to fuch great Authorities t* 
Rumours. What he fays alfo of Vcfpafian J, that, by the 

Favour 

* Domitianus edidlt ludosfecularest ii/que intentius affui, facerdotio J^/V 
decimnjtrali pr^ditus^ aSum Prator^ quod non jdXlantid referOy &C. Tacit^ 
Anuial. lib.ou. c. 11. f T^nV. Axmal. xiii. c. 35. % Hill lib iy.c. Su 
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Favour of the God Serapis^ he cur'd a blind Woman in 
Alexandria^ by anointing her Eyes v/ith his Spittle, and I 
know not what other Miracles ; he does it by the Example 
and Duty of all good Hiftorians, who keep Regifters of 
iiich Events as are of Importance. Among public Acci- 
dents are alfo common Rumours and Opinions. 'Tis theit 
Part to relate the Things commonly believ'd, not to regu- 
late them. This is the Province of the Divines and the 
Philofophers, who are the Guides of Mens Confciences. 
Therefore it was that this Companion of his, and as great 
a Man as himfelf, very wifely laid, Equidemplura tranfcri- 
bo quam credo : Nam nee affinnare fuftineo, de quibus dubito^ 
neejubducere qua accept *, i. eJ Indeed I fet down more 
Things than I believe ; for as I cannot endure to affirm 
Things whereof I doubt, fo I cannot fmother what I have 
heard. And this other ; Ha^c neque affirmare neque refellere 
oper^ pretium eft --—^fanue rerumftandum eft -f, i. e. 'Tis 
not worth while to affirm, or to confute thcfe Matters. We 
muft ftand to Report : And as he wrote in a Century when 
the Belief of Prodigies began to decline, he fays. He wou*d 
not, neverthelefs, omit to infert in his Annals, and to give 
a Place to Things received by fo many worthy Men, and 
with fo great a Reverence of Antiquity. This was well 
fcid. Let them deliver us Hiftory more as they receive, 
than believe it. I, who am Monarch of the Subjcft I 
treat of, and who am accountable to nobody, do not, 
however, believe every Thing I write. I often hazard the 
Sallies of my Fancy, of which I am very diffident, as 
well as certain Quibbles, at which I Ihake my Ears ; but I 
let them take their Chance. I fee that by fuch Things 
fome get Reputation : 'Tis not for me alone to judge, I 
prefent myfeif ftanding, and lying on my Face, my Back, 
my right Side and my left, and in all my natural Poftures. 
Wits, tho' equal in Force, are not always equal in Taftt 
and Application. This is what my Memory has furnifti'd 
me with in Grofs, and with Uncertainty enough. All 
Judgments in the Grofs are weak and imperfeft. 

CHAP. 

• ^ CMrtiuiy lib. ix. c. i. tranflated by Vaugtlas. f TV/. iiV lib. i. 
in the i'reface, and lib. viii. c. 6. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Of Vanity. - 

_ _ . , fX\ HERE is not perhaps any Vanity 
fu^^FAt^^ 1 ™>^e ^xprefs, than to write of it fo 
iogyfir bis un- Vainly. That which theDivinity has fo divine* 
Jertaking this \y delivered of it to us, ought to be carefully 
Itegifter of his ^^^ continually meditated by Men of Un- ' 
•^ ^'^"^'- derftanding. Who does not fee that I have 
taken a Road, in which I fhall inceflantly and eafily 
jog on, fo long as I can come &t Ink and Paper ? I 
can give no Account of my Life by my Anions 5 Fortune 
has placed them too low : I muft do it by my Fancies. 
And yet I have feen a Gentleman who only communicated 
his Life by the Workings of his Belly : You might fee in 
his Houfe a regular'Range of Clofeftool-pans of feven or 
eight Days (landing : that was all his Study, all his Dif- 
courfe; all other Talk flunk in his Noftrils. Theft 
here, but a little more decent, are the Excrements of 
an old Mind, fometimes Hard, fometimes Loofe, and 
always indi^fcfted ; and when Ihall I have done reprC'- 
fenting the continual Agitation and Mutation of mv 
Thoughts, on whatever Subject comes into my Head, 
feeing that Diomedes * wrote fix thoufand Books upon the 
fole Subjeft of Grammar ? What then muft be the Pro- 
duft of Loquacity, if the World was fluffed with fuch a 
horrible Load of Volumes to facilitate Pronunciation and 
free Utterance ? So many Words about Words only. 
Pythagoras^ why did'fl not thou lay this Tempeft ! They 

* Here Mmtaigne feems to have relied fimply upon his Memory, 
and to have miilaken Diomedes for Dydimus the Grammarian^ who, as Se* 
neca fays, wrote four Thoufand Bookjs on Queftions of vain Literature^ 
which was the principal Study of the ancient Grammarians. Jn fomeof 
thefe Books was an £nquiry into Homer\ native Country ; in others 
who was the true Mother of JEneas; in fome, whether Anacreon was the 
greater Whore- mafter, or Drunkard ; in others, whether Saffho was a 
common Strumpet, and the like Things i which were better unlearnt, 
if you knew them. Ssnefa, Ep. 88. 

accufed 
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accufed one Galha of old for living Idly ; he made an- 
fwer, ^bat every one ought to give Account of his A5iionSy 
kt not of his Leifure *. He was miftaken, for Jujlice 
takes Cognizance of, and pafles Cenfure even upon thofe 
ihat pick Straws. 

But there fhould be fome Reftraint of ^ Scrihlers 
Law againfl: foolifh and impertinent Scrib- ought to be /up- 
lers, as well as againfl: Vagabonds and idle prejid by the 
Perfons ; which, if there was, both I and ^^^' ^'^^ 
an Hundred others would be banifhed the '^^ 
Kingdom. I do not fpeak this in Jefl: : Scribling feem$ 
to be a Symptom of a licentious Age. When did we 
write fo much as fince our Civil Wars ? When the Ro^ 
mans fo much, as when their Commonwealth was* running 
to Ruin ? Befides that the refining of Wits does not 
make People wifer in State Policy. This idle Employ- 
ment iprings from hence, that every one applies himfelf 
negligently to the Duty of his Vocation, and is debauched 
from it. The Corruption of the Age is a Fund to which 
each of us contribute. Some Treachery, others In- 
juftice, Irreligion, Tyranny, Avarice, and Cruelty, ac- 
cording as rhey are in Power ; and the weaker Sort, of 
which I am one, contribute Folly, Vanity, and Idlenefs. 
|t feems as if it were the Seafon for vain Things when the 
Hurtful opprefs ys. In a Time when doing 111 is fo com- 
mon, to do nothing but what fignifies nothing is a Kind 
of Commendation. It is my Comfort, that I Ihall be 
one of the laft that fball be called to Account ; and whilfl; 
jhe greater Offenders are taken to Tafk, I Ihall h^ve Lei- 
fure to amend : For, it would, methinks be againfl: Rea- 
fon to profecute little Inconveniences, whilfl: we are in- 
fefted with the greater. As the Phyfician, Phihtirms^ faid 

• This was a Saying of the Emperor Galba in his Life by Suetonius^ 
i 9. Ic muft be allowed here, either that Montaigne did not quote this 
som the Original, or that his Memory failed him ; for, if he had 
■eant the Emperor Galba^ he would not have called him, as he here 
does, one Galba of old. This is fo palpable, that in the Edition of his Ef- 
6ys, printed at Paris in 1602, hy AbelV Angelier^ in that part of the 
Mez referring to this PaiTage, care is taken to point out exprefsly, that 
the Galba here mentioned is to be diiUnguiihed from the Emperor of 
{his Name. 

Vojt. Ill, P to 
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ta one who prefented him his Finger to drefs, and who he 
perceived, both by his Complexion and his Breath, had 
an Ulcer in his Lungs : Friend^ faid he, This is not a Tim 
for you to be paring your Nails *• , 

Ho^-u.Stai.fmen ^ ^"^ ^5^1/^^' fome Years ago, a Per- 
fimufe the Peo- fon whofe Memory I have in very great 
p/e m.hiie they Efteem, who in the very Height of our great 
moji ahufe Difordef s, when there was neither-Law nor Ju- 
them. £^.^^^ ^^^ Magiftrate that performed his Office, 

any more than there is now, publilhedl know'not what pitiful 
Reformations about Cloaths, Cookery, and Chicanery in 
Law. Thefe are Amufements wherewith to feed a People 
that are ill ufed, to (hewlhat they are not totally forgot. 
Thofe others do the fame, who infill upon a ftridt Pro- 
hibition of the Forms of fpeaking. Dances and Games, 
to a People totally abandoned to all fort of execrable 
Vices. *Tis no Time to bathe and clean a Man's felf 
when he is feized on by a violent Fever. *Tis for the 
'Spartiates only to fall to combing and curling themfelves, 
when they are juft upon the Point of running head-long 
into fome extreme Danger of their Life. 

Montaigne , ^""L^y P^^' ^ ^ave yet a worfe Cuftom, 

^*3i/er andmon that if my Shoc go awry, 1 let my Shirt 
Moderate in and my Cloak do fo too i I fcorn to mend 
Frofperity than xTiyfelf by Halvcs : When I am in a bad 
Mn^erfiiy. YXx^i, \ feed upon Mifchicf j I abandoA 

myfelf through Defpair \ let myfelf go towards the Pre* 
cipice, and as the Saying is, Tbrtm the Hehe after tb$ 
Hatchet. I am obftinat? ingrowing worfe, and think my- 
felf no more worth my own Care ; I am either good or 
ill throughout. 'Tis a Favour to me, that the Defdla* 
tion of this Kingdom falls out in t^e Defolation of my 
Age : I better fulFer that my Ills bb multiplied, than \i 
my Goods had been difturbcd! The Words I utter in 
Misfortune, are Words of Spite. My Courage fets up 
it's Briftles^ in (lead of letting them down j and, contrary 
to others, I am more devout in good than evil Fortune, 

according 

* Plutarch in his Treatife, How to difiinguljb the Flatterer from the 
Friifid^ ch. 31. 
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according to the Precept of Xemphon^ if not according 
to his Reafon, and am more ready to turn up my Eyes to 
Heaven to return my Thanks, than to crave ; I am more 
follicitous to improve my Health when I am well, than 
to recover it when I have loft it. Pr€)fperities are the 
fame Difcipline and Inftrudion to me, that Adverfities 
and Perfecutions are to others : as if good Fortune were 
inconfiflent with a good Confcience, Men never grow good, 
but in ill Fortune. Good Fortune is to me a Angular 
Spur to Modefty and Moderation. Intreaty wins me, 
a Menace checks me. Favour makes me bend, Fear ftif- 
fens me. 
I Amongft human Conditions this is very Cbangg phafing 
common, viz. to be better pleafed with ^^^^^ 
ftrange Things than our own,*^ and to love Motion and 
Change. 

Jpfa dies ideb nos grato perluit baufiu^ 
Siuod parmutatis bora recurrit aquis *. 

The Sun itfelf makes the more pleafant Tour, 
Becaufe it changes Horfes ev'ry Hour. 

I have my Share. Thofe who follow the other Extreme 

flf being pleafed with themfelves ; who value what they 

liave above all the reft, and conclude no ' Beauty can 

be greater Aan what they fee, if they are not wifer than 

wc, arc really more happy. I do not envy their Wifdom, 

but their good Fortune. This greedy Appetite for new 

and unknown Things makes me the more dcfirous of Tra- 

fisl: But many' more Circumftances contribute to it. I 

^ (un very willing to withdraw from the Government of 

py Fatnily. There is, I confefs, a Kind of Convenience 

jp commanding, though it were but in a Barn, and to be 

/obeyed by ones Servants : But it is too uniform and lah- 

'gaifliing a Pleafure, and is moreover of Neceffity rnixt 

.. Irith many vexatious Thoughts •, as one while the Poverty 

' and the Oppreflion of your Dependants j another, Quar- 

P 2 rels 

* Pitronius Arbiter, Epig. 
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rels amongft Neighbours : another while the Incroach- 
ment they make upon you afflifts you 5 

Aut verberatit grandine vine^, 
Fundufque mendaxy arbore nunc aquas 
Culpante^ nunc torrentia agros 
Syderaj nunc hyemes iniquas *. 

Whether his Vines be fmit with Hail> 
Whether his promised Harveft fail. 

Perfidious to his Toil; 
Whether his drooping Trees complain 
Of angry Winter's chilling Rain, 

Or Stars that parch the Soil. 

and that God fcarce in fix Months fends a Seafon to the Sa- 
tisfaftion of your Bayliff-^ but that if it ferves the Vines,, 
it hurts the Meadows. 

Aut nimiis tor ret fervoribus atberius Soly 
Aut fubiti perimunt imbres, gelid^eque pruin^e^ 
Flabrdque ventorum violento turbine vexant -f . 

Whether the Sun, with its too fcorching Pow'rs, 
Burns up the Fruits, or Clouds them drown with 

Show'rs •, 
Or chiird by too much Snow, they foon decay i 
Or fudden Whirlwinds blow them all away. 

To which may be added, the new and neat made Shoe 
of the Man of Old J, that hurts your Foot ; and that a . 
Stranger does not underftand how much it cofts you, and 
what you contribute to maintain that Shew of Order 
which is feen in your Family, and which perad venture yott 
buy too dear. 

I came. 

* Horat. lib. iii. Ode 1. v. 25. (^c. f Lucrei. lib. ?• 

y- 216. iic, X Plutarcb'% Life of Paulus JEmiUus^ ch. 3, 
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I came late to the Government of a Fa- ^^^ Gotftm- 
..My. They whom Nature fent into the ^^f ^^/"^ 
World before me, eafed me of that Trouble ^roiblefiLe 
for a long while : fo that I had already taken than hard, and 
another Turn more fuitable to my Humour \ ^'^^^ underfiood 
yet for fo much as I have feen, it is an Em- ^ "''' ^*^^^- 
ployment more troublefome than difficult. Whoever is 
capable of any thing elfe wiJI eafily be capable of that. 
Had 1 a mind to be rich, that Way would feem too long ; 
I had ferved my Kings^ a more profitable Traffic than any 
other. Since I pretend to nothing but the Reputation of 
having got nothing, as I have fquandered nothing, con* 
formable to the reft of my Life, improper either to do 
Good or 111 of any Moment ; and that I only defire to 
rub on, I can do it, thanks be to God, without any great 
Attention. At the worft, always prevent Poverty by lef- 
fening your Exppnce : *Tis that which I make my great 
Concern, and to live within Bounds before Neceffity com- 
pels me. As to the reft, I have fufficiently fettled my 
Thoughts to live upon lefs than I have, and to live con- 
tentedly. Non aftimatitme cenfuSy verum viSu^ atque 
cultUy terminatur fecuniie modus, *. // is not iy the Va- 
lue of our Pojfeffions^ but by our Diit and Clothing that our 
Expences Jhould be regulated. My real Need does not fo 
wholly take up all I have, but Misfortune may faften her 
Teeth without biting me to the Quick. My Prefence, as 
contemptible as it is, and as little as I know of Mat- 
ters, is of Service in my domeftic Affairs -, I employ 
myfelf in them, but it goes againft the Grain, confidcr- 
ing alfo, that while I burn my Candle at one end by my- 
felf, the pther end is not fpared. 

P 3 Journeys 



♦ Cicer. Paradox, vi. c. 2. Merc common Senfe demonftratcs this 
to the lowed Clafs of People, who when they fee a purfe-proud 
Creature, ridicule him by baying : If he is Jo rich, let him dim 
tiuice a Day, This, though a common Sarcafm (in France) contains 
a wife Hint, very little known to moil Great Men, who for Want 
of it are engaged in employing one Half of their Lives to render ihc 
other wretched. 
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ne Expence of \ Joumeys do me no Harm but only by their 
Tra^velling did Expcncc, which is gTcat, and more than I 
not keep him am well able to bear •, being always wont to 
from it. travel with not only a neceffary, but a hand- 

fome Equipage. I muft make them fo much the fhorter 
and the fewer, and therein I fpend but the Surplus, 
and what I have referved for fuch Purpofc, delaying and 
timing my Motion till that be ready, ' I dclire not 
that the Pleafure of going abroad ftiould fpoil the Plea- 
fure of my being retired at Home. On the contrary, I 
intend they fhall nouriffi and favour one another.. For- 
tune has afTifted me in this, that fince my principal Pro- 
feflion in this Life, was to live at Eafe, and rather to halve 
nothing to do than too much, ihe has fpared me the 
Neceflity of growing rich, to provide for a Multitude of 
Heirs. If there be not enough for one, of that whererf 
I had fo much Plenty, at his Peril be it, his Imprudence 
will not deferve that I fhould wifh him any more. And 
every one, according to the Example of Phocion^ pro- 
vides fufficiently for his Children, who provides for them 
fo as they bear a Refemblance to himfelr. 1 Ihould by no 
means like of Crates his Way, He left his Money in the 
Hand of a Banker^ with this Condition ; that if his Child- 
ren were Fools, . he fhould then give it to them ; if witty, 
he Ihould then diftribute it to the mod Fools of die 
People. As if Fools, for being lefs capable of living 
tvithout Riches, were more capable of ufing them. | So 
it is that the Damage which is occafioned by my Abfenc^, 
feems not to deferve, fo long as I am able to fupport it, 
that I Ihould wave the Occafions of diverting myfdf 
from that troublefome Attendance. 
*. .. j^ There is always fomething that goes crofs. 

f^n!^e al The Affairs one while of one Houfe, and 
nuayt ttaxing. then of another, almoft diftrafl: you. You 

pry into every Thing too near •, your Pcr- 
fpicacity does you hurt here as well as in other Things, 
I fleal away from Occafions of vexing myfelf, and cum 
from the Knowledge of Things that go amifs, and yet 
cannot I i^ order it, but that every Hour I ftumble at 
fometliing or other that difpleafes me. And the Tricks 

which 



Ch. IX. Of Vanity. ,215 

which they moft conceal from me, are thofe that I beft 
know. Some there are that a Man himfelf mull help to 
conceal, that they may do the lefs Mifchief. Vain Vexa- 
tions, vain fometimes but always vexatious. The fmal- 
Icft and flighteft Impediments are the moft piercing : And 
as little Letters moft tire the Eyes, fo do little Affairs the 
moft difturb us. A Rout of little Ills more ofiend than 
the Violence of any fingle one how great foever. Dome- 
ftic Thorns, the more numerous and delicate they are, they 
prick the deeper ; and without warning, eafily furprize us, 
when we leaft fufpeft them. I am no Philofopber. Evils 
opprefs me accondinc to their Importance, and they im- 
port as much according to the Form as the Matter ; and 
very often more. I fee farther into them than the Vulgar, 
yet I have more Patience. Finally, they vex me, if 
they do not hurt me. Life is a tender Thing, and eafily 
difturbed. Since my Face looks a little more morofe, 
(Nemo enim refiftitfibi cum caperit impelli *; For no Man re- 
covers himfelf^ after be once begins to ftoop \) for the moft tri- 
vial Caufe imaginable, I irritate that Humour, which 
afterwards nourifties and exafperates itfelf of its own 
Accord; attraAing and heaping up Matter upon Mat- 
ter whereon to. feed, 

Stillicidi cafus lapidem cavat f . 
A falling Drop at laft will cave a Stone. 

Gutta cavat Saxum non viy fed fepe cadendo. 

Thefe continual trickling Drops corrode and prey upon 
me. Ordinary Inconveniences are never light, they are 
continual and irreparable; and when they Ipring from 
Family-Concerns are continual and infeparable. When 
I confider my Affairs at diftance, and in grofs, I find^ 
becaufe perhaps my Memory is none of the beft, that 

P 4 they 

• Sentca, Epift 13. + Lucrei, Ub. u v. 314. 
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they have improved hitherto beyond my Reafon and 
Reckoning. Methinks my Revenue is greater than it i» ; 
the Profperity betrays me : But when I pry more nar- 
rowly into the Bufinefs, and fee how all Things go fc- 

paratcly, 

^um vero in euros animum diducithus oihnes •^ 



•then my Breaft 



Is with innumerable Cares opprefs'd. 

i have a thoufand Things to defirc and to fear. Tq 
give them quite over is very eafy for me to do : But to 
look after them without Trouble is very hard. It is a 
miferable Thing to be in Place where every Thing you fee 
employs and concerns you. And I fancy that I more 
cheerfully enjoy the Pleiafures of another Man's Houfe^ 
and with freer and purer Relifhi Diogenes -f, accordmg 
to my Humour, anfwered him who afked what fort <» 
Wine he liked beft, That wkich is not nrf own^ faid he. 
Montaigne My Father took a Delight in Building at 

bad no Tajie MontaignCj where he was born; and in all 
forBuildini.or the Management of domcftic Affairs, Hove 
Iflretwir' ^o f^ll^w his Example and Rules ; and Iball 
Lyr. engage thofe who are to fucceed me, as much 

as in me lies, to do the fame. Could I do 
better for him, I would ; and am proud that his Will is 
ftill performing and afting by me. God fotbid, that 1 
Ihould ever fail in any Refemblance of Life to fo good 
a Father. And whereas I have taken in hand to fiftifh a 
certain old Wall, and to repair a ruinous Piece of Buil- 
ding, I have really done it more out of refpeft to his Dc* 
lign, than my own Satisfadion ; and am angry at my- 
felfj for being fo lazy that I have not proceeded further 
to finifh what he began in his Houfe ; and the more, bc- 
caufe I am very likely to be the laft Poffeflbr of my Race, 
and to give the laft Hand to it. For, as to my own par- 
ticular 

* Virg. j^n. lib. v. v. 72O, f Diogenes Laeft. in the Life ef 

Diogenet the Cjnic. lib. vi« } 54. 



^ 
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ticular Application, neither this Pleafure of Building, 
which they fay is fo bewitching, nor Hunting, nor Gar- 
dens, nor the other Pleafures of a retired Life, are capable 
of giving me much Amufement. And it is what I am 
angry at myfelf for, as I am for all other Opinions that 
are incommodious to me; which 1 would not fo much 
care to have vigorous and learned, as I would have them 
eafy and convenient for Life. They are true and found 
enough, if they are profitable and pleafing. Such as hear- 
ing me declare my Ignorance in Hufbandry, whifper in 
my Ear, that it is out of difdain, that I negleft to know the 
Inftruments of Hufbandry, its Seafon and Order ; how 
they cultivate my Vines, how they Graft, and to know 
the Names and Forms of Herbs and Fruit, and the dref- 
fing the Meat by which I live, with the Names and Prices 
of the Stuffs 1 wear, bccaufe I have fet my Heart upon 
feme fublimer Knowledge, kill me in faying fo. This 
is Folly, and rather Stupidity than Glory-, I had rather 
be a good Horfe-man than a good Logician. 

^in iu aliquid faltem potius quorum indiget ufus^ 
Viminibus moUique paras detexere junco * ? 

Mind rather what the Wants of Life demand ; 
To weaving Willow Twigs apply thy Hand. 

We embarrafs our Thoughts about the general Concern, 
and about Univerfal Caufes and Condufts, which arc 
Very well carried on without us, and leave our own Bufi- 
neis behind, with the Care of our own Perfons, which 
are nearer to us, than that of any one Man whatever. 
Now I am indeed for the moft Part at home, and wifh to 
be better pleafed there than elfewhere. 

Sit mex fedes utinam feneSia^ 
Sit modus lajfo maris^ £s? viarum^ 
MilitUque -f. 

May 

• Virg. Eclog. 2. V. 7U f Horat. lib. ii. Ode 6. v. 6. 
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May that which was the Grapcians Seat 

Afford my Age a calm Retreat : 

Be it my Port of Reft and Eafe, 

From Warfare, Journeys, and rough Seas. 

I know not whether or no I fhall bring it about •, I could 
wifti, that inftead of fome other Parcel of his Eftate, my 
Father had configned to me the paffionate Affedlion he had 
in his old Age to his Oeconomy. He was happy in that 
he could accommodate his Defires to his Fortune, and fa- 
tisfy himfelf with what he had. State-pbilofopby may to 
much Purpofe condemn the Meannefs and Sterility of my 
Employment, if I can once come to relifli it as he did. I 
am of Opinion, that the moft honourable CalUng is to 
ferve the Public, and to be ufefiil to many. FruSus mm 
ingcniij 6? virtutis^ omnifque prajtantia turn maximus. acd- 
fitur^ quum in proximum quetnque confertur *. We reap 
molj: Advantage from Wit, Virtue, and all forts of Merit, 
when every one of our neareft Relations has a Share of 
it. For my Part, I quit all claim to it ; partly out of 
Lazinefs, and partly out of Confcience 5 for where I fee 
the Weight that lies upon fuch Employments, I perceive 
alfo the little Means I have to contribute to them'; and 
Plato, who was a Matter in all Political Govejmment, did 
neverthelefs abftain from them. I content myfelf with 
enjoying the World without being perplex'd with it, and 
only to live an irreproachable Life, and fuch a one as may 
neither be a Burthen to myfelf, nor to any other. 
His Wijb that Never did any Man more fully and freely 
he could aban- rcfign himfelf to the Care and Government 
don himfelf to of a Third Perfon, than I (hould do, had I 

*mc^T7' ^^7 ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^"' ^^^ ^^ °^y Wilhes at 
7r!^yFri^d. ^^^ Time would be, to have a Son-in-Law 

th^llknew how to humour my old Age, and 
to lull it afleep ; into whofe Hands I might depofite the 
chief and fole Management and Ufe of all my Goods, that 
he might difpofe of them as I do, and get by them what 
I get, provided that he had a Heart truly grateful and 

friendly. 

• CfVrra dc^Amicida. c. 19. 
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friendly. But, what (hall we fay ? we live in a World 
where Loyalty in pne's own Children is unknown. 

He that has the Charge of my Purfe up- jj^ ,^^^ ,^^^. 
on Travel, has it purely, and without Con- pofe aConfidence 
troul 5 fo that he might eafily deceive me in «'» ^" Dsmef- 
Reckoning ; and, if he is not a Devil^ I *'"' 
oblige him to be honeft, by fb entire a Truft : MuUi faU 
kre docuerunt^ dum timent falli^ £sf aliis jus peccandi fufpu 
cando fecerunt *• Many have taught others to deceive^ by 
fearing to be deceived^ and by fufpeSiing them^ have given 
ihem a Handle to be uvjufi. The mod commx)n Security I 
take of my People, is their Ignorance : I never fufpeft 
any to be vicious, till I have found them fo, andrepofe 
the moft Confidence in the. younger Sort, who I think are 
leaft corrupted by bad Examples. I had rather be told at 
two Month's End, that I haveexpehded four hundi-ed 
Crowns, than to have my E^rs dinned every Night with 
Tliree, Five and Seven •, and yet I have fufFered as little 
as any body by this kind of Larceny. It is true, I am 
Willing enough not to know it •, I do in fome fort in good 
Eamdl, harbour a kind of perplexed, uncertain Know- 
ledge of my Money ; for to a certain Proportion, 1 am 
content with room to doubt. One muft leave a little for 
the Infidelity or Indifcretion of a Servant: If we have 
enough in grofe to do our Bufinefs, let the Over-plus of 
Fortune's Liberality run a little more freely at her Mercy \ 
it is the Gleaners Perquifite. After all, I do not fo much 
value the Fidelity of my People, as I contemn their In- 
jury. What a vile and ridiculous Thing it is for a Man 
to fet his Heart on his Money, to delight himfelf with 
handling and telling it ! That is the Way by which Ava- 
rice makes its Approaches. 

In eighteen Years that I have had my „ ... 

X2-n . ^ T^ 1 T ij Be anjoidtd an 

xLltate m my own Hands, I could never pre- in/peaiw into 
vail with myfelf, either to infpedt my Deeds, his vum Affairs 
or my principal Aflairs, which ought of hymeret^egU- 
Neceflity to pafs through my Knowledge and ^^''^'* 
Care. It is not a Piiilofophical Difdain of worldly and 

tranfitory 

* Senecay Epift, 5. 
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tranfitory Things. My Tafte is not refined to that De- 

free •, and I value them at lead at what they are worth ; 
ut it is in Truth an inexcufable and childifh Lazinefs and 
Negligence. What would I not rather do than read a 
Covenant, and fooner than be a Slave to my own Bu- 
finefs, and to tumble over a Bundle of old mufty Deeds ? 
or, which is worfe, thofe of another Man, as fo many do 
now a-days to get Money ? I grudge nothing but Care and 
Trouble, and aim at nothing fo much as to be quite care- 
lefs and indolent. I was much fitter, I believe, could it 
have been without Obligation and Servitude, to have lived 
upon another Man's Fortune : And yet I do not know, 
when I examine it nearer, whether, according to my Hu- 
mour, what I has to fuffer from my Affairs and Ser- 
vants, and Domeilics, have not in it fomething more ab- 
jeft, troublefom and tormenting, than there would be in 
ferving a Man better born than myfelf, who would guide 
me with a gentle Rein, and a little at my own Eafe. &r- 
vitus obedientia eft fraSi [animiy et abjeSij arbttrio ah 
rentis fuo *. Servitude is the Obedience of a broken Sprit 
and an abjeH A£ndj wanting its own Free-will. Crates did 
Poverty af- worfe, who thrcw himfelf into the Fran- 
fe^ed by chifc of Poverty, only to rid himfelf of the 

Crates. Inconveniencies and Cares of his Family. 

This is what I would not do ; I hate Poverty equally 
with Pain *, but I could be content to change the kmd of 
Life I live for another that was meaner, and had lefs Bu- 
fmefs. When abfent from Home, I ftrip myfelf of all 
fuch Thoughts ^ and fhould be lefs concerned for the Ruia 
of a Tower, than I am, when prefent, at the Fall of a 
Tile. My Mind is eafily compofed when I am at a Dif- 
tance, but fufFers as much as that of the meaneft Pca- 
fant when I am in Place. The' Reins of my Bridle being 
wrong placed, or a Strap flapping againfl my Leg, wiu 
put me out of Humour a Day together. I raifc my Cou* 
rage well enough againfl: Inconveniencies, lift up my Eyc3 
I cannot. 

Senfus 

♦ CUero Paradox. 5. c« iv. 
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Senfus^ fu^eriy fenfus. 
The Senfes ! O ye Gods, the Senfes ! 

I am at Home refponfible for whatever goes amifs. Few 
Matters, I fpeak of thofe of middle Rank, as mine is, 
(and if there be any fuch, they are happy) can rely fo 
much upon another, but that great part of the Burthen 
will lie upon their own Shoulders. This takes much from 
my Grace in entertaining Strangers, {o that I have perad- 
venture detained fome rather out of Expeftation of a good 
Dinner, than by my Behaviour ; and I lofe much of the 
Pleafure I ought to reap at my own Houfe, from the Vi- 
fits and Company of my Friends. The mod ridiculous 
Carriage of a Gentleman in his own Houfe, is when he is 
buttling about the Bufmefs of the Family, whifpering 
one Servant, and frowning at another. It ought infen- 
fibly to Aide on like a gentle Stream ; and I think it 
equally unhandfome to talk much to their Guetts of their 
Entertainment, whether by way of bragging or excufc. 
I love Order and Cleanlinefs, 

t? cantbarusy 6? lanx 
Oftendunt mibi me ♦. 

Glafles well rins'd, my Table always grace. 
And Difhes fliine^ in which I fee my Face, 

more than Profufion ; and at home have an exa^ Regard 
to Neceffity, little to outward Shew. If a Footman falls 
to Cuffs at another Man's Houfe, or if a Diih be fpilt, you 
only laugh at it. You fleep whilft the Matter of the 
Houfe is ttating a Bill of Fare with his Steward, for your 
next Day's Entertainment : I (peak according as I do my- 
felf, efteeming neverthelefs good Huft)andry in general, 
and confidering how pleafant an Amufement a quiet and 
happy Management, carried regularly on, is to fome 

Natures: 

* Horat' lib. i. Epift 5. v. 23. 2^. 
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Natures ; and not willing to annex my own Errors and In- 
conveniences to the Thing, nor to contradift Plato^ who 
looks upon it as the mod pleafant Employment for every 
one to do his own Bufinefs, without wrong to another. 
When 1 travel, I have nothing to care for but myfelf, and 
the laying out my Money j which is dilpofed of by one 
fingle Precept. 

-. Too many things are required to the 

not^^^Sln raking it together, of which I have no No- 
clinedto hoard tion •, in fpending it I underiland a little, and 
Money y but how to givc my Expcnces a Reputation, 

/fljr 1/ oiu. ^^jy ^^^ vainly upon this, which renders it 

unequal and unfaftiionable, and moreover immoiderate,. 
in both Views. If it makes a Show, if it fervc the Turn, 
I indifcreetly let it run, and as indifcreetly tie up my Purfc- 
ftrings if it does not Ihine and pleafe me. "Wliatever it 
be, whether jirt or Nature^ that imprints in us the Coor 
dition of Living to pleafe others, it does us much more 
Harm than Good. We deprive ourfclyes of our own 
Profit, to accommodate Appearances to the conunan Opi- 
nion. We care not fo much what our Being is, as to our- 
felves, and in Reality, as what it is in the public Obfer- 
vation. Even the Talents of Wit, and f^fdom itfelf, 
feem fruitlefs to us, if only enjoyed by ourfelves, and 
if it produce not itfelf to the View and Ararobation of 
others. There is a Sort of Men whofe Gold runs in 
Clufters imperceptibly under-ground j others expend it 
all in Plates and Leaves, fo that to the one * a Lyari is 
worth a Crcnvn, and to others the contrary : the World ef- 
teeming its Ufe and Value, according to the Difplay of it. 
All curious Solicitude about Riches fmells of Avarice : Even 
the very difpofmg of it with a too punftual and artificial 
Liberality, is not worth a painful Thought. He that 
will order his Expence to juft fo much, makes it too 
pinched and narrow. The faving or fpending Money 
arc of themfelves indifferent Things, and receive no Co- 
lour 

• A Piece of Copper Money worth three Farthingi, 
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our of Good or 111, but according to the Application of 

he wai. 

The other Caufe that tempts me to thefe ^^ depravid 

fourneys, is a Nonconformity to the pre- ^^'^^ ^f ^'> 

Tent Manners of our State •, I could eafiJy J^^, lioH^] 

put up with this Corruption for the Sake e/^ontaigncV 

Df the public Intereft, Travilling. 

pejoraque fecula ferri 
Temporihus^ quorum fceleri non iirvemt ipfa 
Nometiy t? a nuUo pofuit natura metallo *. 

Worfe than the Iron Age, fo bad thefe Times! 
Nature no Mecal hath to name our Crimes. 

hot not for my own. I am in particular too much op- 
prefled. For in my Neighbourhood we are of late, by 
die long Licencioufnefs ot our Civil JVars^ grown old in 
h riotous a Form of State, 

^uippe^ ubi fas verfum atque nefas i". 
Where impious Mortals Right and Wrong confound. 

that in Eameft, 'tis a Wonder how it can fubfift. 

Armati terram exercent^ femperque recentes 
ConveSare juval pradas^ £5? vr^ere rapto J. 

With Arms upon their Backs they plow the Soil, 
And their Delight is to fubfift by Spoil. 

-In fine, I fee by our Example, that the Society of Men 
ii maintained and held together at any Price foever : In 
what Condition foever they are placed they will dill clofe 
and flick together, both moving and in Heaps j as un- 
even 

• 7'/f<yf». Sat. 13. V. 28. £5ff. t G(Q, lib. i. v. 504. % Viri. 

JEiin lib. vii. V. 748. 
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even Bodies, that fliuffled together without Order, find \ 
of themfelves a means to unite and fettle one among an- 
other, often better than they could have been difpofed by- 
Art. King Philip mufter^ up a Rabble of the moft 
wicked and incorrigible Rafcals he could pick out, and 
put them all together into a City he had caufed to be 
built for that Purpofe *, which bore their Name. I 
reckon that they even from the Vices, erefted a Govern- 
ment amongft themfelves, and a commodious and juft 
Society. I fee not one Aftion, either Three, or an Hundred, 
but Manners, in common and received Ufe, fo cruel, 
efpecially in Inhumanity and Treachery, which are to me 
the worft of all Vices, that I have not the Heart to think 
of them without Horror ; and almoft as much admire as 
I deteft them. The Exercife of thefe notorious Villa- 
nies carries as great Signs of Vigour and Fortitude of 
Mind, as of Error and Diforder. Neceflity reconciles and 
brings Men together ; and this accidental Union is after- 
wards cemented by itfelf into Laws : For there have been as 
favage ones as any human Opinion could conceive, which 
neverthelefs have maintained their Body with as much 
Health and Length of Life as any that Plato or ArifiotU 
could invent. And certainly, all thefe Defcriptions of 
Civil Government feigned by Jfr/, are found to be ridicu- 
lous, and unfit for Praftice. 

Tb D ift of Thefe great and tedious Debates about 

ailDifpute! ^^c bcft Form of Society, and the moft 
akout the hefi commodious Rulcs to bind us, are Debates 
form of Go- only proper for the Exercife of our Wits j 

'vernment. ^ -^^ ^j^^ p^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ feveral Subjcfls 

which have their Being in Agitation and Controverfy, 
and have no Life but there. Such an Idea of Government 
might be of fome Value in a new World ; but ours is i 
World ready made to our Hands, and formed to certain 
Cuftoms. We do not beget it 2ls Pyrrba^' or 2l Cadmm 
did theirs. By what Means foever we may claim the Pri- 
vilege to fet it to rights, and give it a new Form, we can 
hardly twi/l it from its wonted Bent, but we (hall break 

all. 

* ncr»f3T0A/<5 or Rogues-Town.' Plin, Nat. Hifl. lib. iv. c. ii. 
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•all- Solon being afked, whether he had eftablifhed the 
' beft Laws he could for the Athenians ; Tes^ faid he, of 
tbofe they have received. Varro excufcs' himfelf after the 
fame Manner, that if they were to begin to write. of Re- 
ligion, he would fay what he believed; but being it was 
already received, he would write more according to Ufancc 
than Nature. Not according to Opinion, but in Truth 
and Reality, the beft and moft excellent Government for 
every Nation is that under which it is maintained. Its 
Form and effential Convenience depends upon Cufiom. 
We are apt to be dilpleafed at the prefent Condition ; but 
I do neverthelefs m^ntain, that to defire an Oligarchy in 
■ a popular State, or another Sort of Government in A&* 
narchy than that already eftablifhed;^ is both Vice an(J 
Folly. 

Afme Vefiat tel que tu le vois ejire \ 
S^il eft Royal^ ayme la royaute^ 
SU eft de peu^ ou bien communautij 
/tfntfi rauffiy car Dieu fy a faiS naiftre ** 

The Government approve, be't what it will. 
If it be Royal, then love Monarchy : 

If a Republic, yet approve it ftill. 
For God himfelf to it has born thee. 

So writ the good Monfieur de Pyhrac^ whom we havei 
■lately loft, a Man of fo excellent a Wit, fo found Opi- 
nions, and fo fweet a Behaviour. This Lofs, and that 
at the fame Time we have had of Monfieur de Foixy are 
cf fo great Importance to the Crown, that I do not know 
whether there is another Couple left in France worthy to 
^ >ply the rooms of thefe two Gafcons for Sincerity and 
ifdom, in our King's Council. They were both great 
iufes, and certainly, according to the Age, rare and 
^Jlcnt, each of them in his Way. But what Deftinv 
tt it placed in thefe Times, Men fo remote from and \o 
proportioned to our Corruptions and inteftine Tumults ? 

* Pjbrac aux Quadrins. 

Vol. IIL Q^ Nothing 
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Nothingismore Nothing prcflcs fo hard upon a State as 

iiangerom to a Innovation : Change only gives Form to. 

State than a Jufticc and Tyranny. When any Piece is 

grtat Change, ^yj^^ ^f [^ Place, it may be propt ; one may 

obviate the Alteration and Corruption natural to aU 
Things left they carry us too far from our Beginnings and 
Principles : but to undertake to new caft fo great a Mafs, 
and to change the Foundations of fo vaft a Building, is 
for them to do, who to make clqan, rub all out ; who arc 
for reforming particular Defefts by an univerfal Confii- 
fion, and for curing Difeafes by Death : Npn tarn commutan- 
darum quam evertendarum rerum cupidi *. Not fo defirous 
of changing^ as of overthrowing Things. The World is 
uncapable to cure itfelf ; and fo impatient of any Thing . 
that prefles k, that it thinks of nothing but difengaging 
itfelf from it, coft what it will. We fee by a thou^d 
Examples, that it ordinarily cures itfelf to its Coft : The 
Difcharge of a prefent Evil is no Cure, if there be not a 
general Amendment of Condition. The Chirurgion's end 
is not to deaden the bad Fleih, that is but the Begin- 
ning of his Cure ; his View is moreover to fill up 
the Wound with natural Flefti, and to reftore the Mem- 
ber to its due Eftate. Whoever only propofes to himfclf 
to remove that which offends him, rails fhort, for Good 
does not neceflarily fucceed Evil ; another Evil may fuc- 
ceed and a worfe, ^ it happened to Cafar'% Aflaflihs, who 
brought the Republic to fuch a Pafs, that they had Reafon 
to repent their having a hand in it. The fame has fince 
happened to feveral others, even down to our own Times. 
The French, my Contemporaries, know it well enough. 
AU great Changes (hake and diforder a State. 
JUmarkahle Whoever would aim direftly at a Cure, 

Injiance of the and confider of it before he began, would 
Difficulty that not bc {o cameft to attempt it. Pacuvius 
4atendsthe Re- Qalavius correfted the Vice of this Proceed- 
St^!"^ ^ ^^& ^y ^ notable Example. His Fellow Ci- 
tizens having mutinied againft ihtiTMagif 
trates, he being a Man ot great Authority in the City of 

C^Oy I 

• C/V^r. OiEc. lib. ii, c. i. 
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Zapuaj found Means one Day to fliut up the Senators in 
he Palace, and calling the People together in the Square, 
le told them, that the Day was now come, wherein they 
wtxt at full Liberty to revenge themfelves on the TyrantSy 
)y whom they had been fo long opprefied ; and whom he 
lad'now all alone, and dife^rmed at his Mercy : advifing 
heni withal, that they Ihould call them out one by one 
)y Lot ; and particularly determine of every one, 
raufing whatever fhould be decreed to be immediately exe- 
nited *v with this Caution alfo, that they fhould at the 
ame Inftant depute fome honeft Man in the Place of him 
hat was condemned, to the end there might be no Va- 
ancy in the Senate. They had no fooner heard the Name 
rf one Senator^ but a Clamor of univerfal Diflike was 
railed againft him. I fee, fays Pacuvius^ that this Man 
muft be put out ; he is a wicked Fellow, let us look out a 
good one in his room : immediately there was a profound 
Silence, every one being at a Hand whom to choofe. But 
one, more impudent than the reft, having named his 
Man, there arofe yet a greater Confent of Voices againft 
lum, an hundred Imperte£fcions being laid to his Charge, 
and as manv juft Reafons prefently given for rejefting 
him. Thele contradidory Humours growing hot, it fared 
ftill worfe with the fecond Senator and the third, there 
bong as much Difagreement in the Eledion of the new, 
II there was Confent in the putting out of the old. In the 
«ui, growing weary of this Buftle to no Purpofe, they 
beg^ fome one Way, and fome another, to ileal out of 
dieAflembly; every one bearing this Refolution in his 
BlUnd, that the oldefl: and beft known Evil was ever more 
fiipportable, than ene that was new and untried. 

To fee how miferably we are torn m jiand their 

KeoeS : Ground /V 

For what have wc not done ? '^ ^^^}^ 

Jbattered. 

0^2 Eheu. 

\ 

t 

• All this is mendoncd in Titus Livius lib. xxiii. C 2. 3. and touched, 
ai I diink, by a mafterly Hand« 
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Eheu cicatricum, ^ fceleris pudet^ ^ 

Fratrumque : quid nos dura refugimus 

jEtas? ^id intaSium nefajli 

Uquimus / Unde manus Juventus 

Metu Tkarum €ontinuit ? ^ibus 

Pepercit arts *? 

Alas ! the fliamelefs Scars ! the guilty Deeds, 
When by a Brother's Hand a Brother bleeds ! 
What Crimes have we, a hardened Age, not dar 
What facred Altars have our rafh Youth fpar" 
Not by th« Fear of Heaven's Wrath dcbarr'd 

I do not prefently conclude in the Stile of a Prophet^ 

ipfa fi velit falusj 
Servari prorfus nonpoteji banc familiam -J^ 

This Family does fo behave 

That Providence them cannot fave. 

We are not however peradventure at the laft Gaip* The 
Prefervation of States is a Thing that in all Likelihood 
.furpafles our Underftanding. A Civil Government, is, • 
as Plato fays, a mighty Thing, and lb hard to be dif-^ 
folved, that it holds out many times againft mortal and.< 
inteftine Difeafes, againft the Injury of unjuft LawsJ 
againft Tyranny, the Extravagance and Ignorance op 
Magiftrates, and the Licentioufnefs and Sedition of the 
People. We compare ourfelves in all our Fortunes to 
what is above us, and ftill look towards our Betters : But 
let us meafure ourfelves with what is below us, there is no 
one fo miferable but he may find a thoufand Examples 
that will adminifter Confolation to him. *Tis our Vice 
that we more unwillingly look upon what is above, than i 
willingly what is belgw us j and Solon was ufed to fay, 

that 

? Hor. lib. i. Ode 35. v. 33. f Ter. Mh Aft. 4. Scene 7. 7.4J, 



V 



Ch. IX: y Of Vanity. 229 

that were we to make a Heap of all Evils together, there 
is no one would not rather choofe to bear with thofe which 
he fufFers, than to come to an equal Divifion with all 
other Men from that Heap, and take his particular Share. 
Our Government is indeed fick, but there have been 
others ficker, without dying. The Gods play at Tennis 
with us, and bandy us every way. Enim vero Dii nos Ho- 
mines quafiplas habent *. 

The Stars have fatally deftined the State Witnefs the 
of Rome Sar an Example of what they could Roman Empire, 
do in this kind : In it are comprized all the ^^^'*'' ^'^^'•^ 
Forms and Adventures that concern a State ; ^^'•^• 
all that Order or Diforder, good or evil Fortune can do. 
Who then can defpair of his Condition, feeing the Shocks 
and Commotions wherewith flie was toft, and yet fup- 
ported them all? If the extent of Dominion be the. 
Health of a State^ which I by no means think it is, (and 
Ifocrates pleafes me, wheyi he inftrudls Nicocles not to envy 
Princes who have large Dominions -f, but them who know 
how to preferve thofe that fall into their Hands) that of 
Rome was never fo found, as when it was moft lick : The 
worft of her Forms was the moft fortunate. A Man can 
hardly difcern any Image of Government under the firft 
Emperors ; it was the moft horrible and grofs Confufion 
that can be imagined. It fupported it notwithftanding, 
and therein continued, preferving a Monarchy not limited 
within its own Bounds, but fo many Nations^ fo differing, 
fo remote, fo ill-aife&ed, fo irregularly, commanded, and 
fo unjuftly conquered. 



-nee gentibus ullis. 



Commodat in populum^ terra pelagique potenfem^ 
Invidiam fortuna fuam J. 

No foreign Potentates did Fortune yet 
Inlpire with Envy againft Rome fo great, ^ 
That over Kingdoms, and their mighty Kings, 
0*r Land, and Seas Ihe ftretcht her Eagle's Wings. 

Q^ 3 Every 

* The Words of Piautus in his Prologue to the Captives, v. zt% 
f Ifocratis ad Nimhm, p. ]4. % Lucan* lib, i. v, 82. 
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fivery thing that totters does not tumble. The Contex- 
ture of fo great a Body holds by more Nails than one. It 
holds even by its Antiquity, like old Buildings^ fix)m 
which the Foundations are worn away by time, without 
Rough-caft or Mortar, which yet live and iiipport thcm- 
felves by their own Weight j 

""" nee jam vatidis radicihus b^ens^ 

Pondere tuta fuo eji ^. 

Like an old lofty Oak, that heretofore 

Great Conq'rours Spoils, and facred Trophies bore. 

Montaigne Moreover, to difcover only the FtSuik and 

very rationmlly the Graff, is not the right Way. In ordcri 
cdncludes from tojudgeof the Security of a Place, \t muftj 
the giHendCor- be examined which way Ajmtoaches caaj 
^States of kL ^^ made to it, and in what Condition 
rope that AfTailant is. Few Veflels fink with 

France «wj>fc own Weight, and without fome exterior 
'u^g/^ Violence. Let us caft our Eyes where we 

will ; every thing about us totters : Look 
into all the great States, both of Chriftendom and clfe- ; 
where, that are known to us, you will there fee evident ., 
Menaces of Alteration and Ruin. ; 

i 
Et fua pint Hits incommoda^ par que per mnes 
n'empejias. 

They all of them do in Misfortunes Ihare, 
And the rude Tempeft rages every- where. 

Jftrologerstmy very well as they do, warn us of great Revo- 
lutions, and approaching Changes : Their Starry Prcpbefies^ 
are prefent and palpable, they need not look up to Heaveolj! 
to foretel this. There is not only Confolation to be extracted 
from this univerfal Combination of Ills and Menaces, 

but 

« Lucott. lib. i. V. I j8. f ^rg^ .^cid. 1 1. 
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but moreover, fome hopes of the Continuation of our 
State; forafmuch as naturally nothing falls, where all 
does. An universal Sicknefs is particular Health : Con- 
formity is an Enemy to Diflblution. For my part, I de- 
ipair not, and fancy that I difcover Ways to fave us. 

« 

Deus hac fortajfe benigna 
Reducet in fedem vice *. 

The Gods perhaps with gracious Sway 
Will loon reftore the happy Day. 

Who knows but that God will have it happen, as 
it does in human Bodies, that are purged, and recover 
.a better State by long and grievous Maladies; which 
reftore them a more indre and perfe£fc Health than that 
which they took from them ? What weighs the moft 
with me, is, that in reckoning the Symptoms of our 111, 
. I fee as many natural ones, and fuch as Heaven fends us, 
and that are properly its own, as of thole that are owing 
to our Irregularity and Imprudence. The very Stars feem 
to declare, that we have continued long enough, and be- 
yond the ordinary Term : And this alfo afflidb me, that 
the neareft Mifchief which threatens us, is, not an Alte- 
ration in the intire and folid Mais, but its DifTipation and' 
Divullion 5 the extremeft of all our Fears. 

I moreover fear, left in thefe Ravings of 
mine, the Treachery of my Memory, Ihould Ripetition Mf- 
through Inadvertence make me write the ^sr'^ohU. 
fame thing twice. I hate to examine my- 
felf ; and never review, but with an Ill-will, what has 
once efcaped my Pen. I here fet down nothing new of 
Inftrudion. Thefe are common Thoughts ; and having 
peradventure conceived them an hundred times, I am 
afraid I have fet them down fomewhere elfe already. Re- 
petition is every where' difgufting, though it were in 
Htnner ; but *tis ruinous in things that have only a fu- 
perficial and tranfitory Shew. 1 do not love Inculcation, 

0^4 even 

f Ihrai^ Epod. Ode 13. v. lo. 
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even in ufeful Things, as in Seneca. And I don't like the 

Cuftom of the Stoical School, to repeat upon every Sub- ; 

jedt at length, the Principles and Prefuppofitions that ferve j 

in general, and always to realledge common and univerfal I 

Reafons. 

Our Authors My Memory grows infinitely worfe evefy 

treacherous day than Other : 

Mtmoryi 

Pocula Letbaos utft ducentia fomnos 
Arente fame traxerim. 

Apt to let flip my Argument or Themtf, i 

As if I had drank deep of Lelbe's Stream. 

■j 
Though hitherto, thanks be to God, no Difficulty has hap^ j 

pened j and though others feek Time and Opportunity to | 
think of what they have to fay, I muft for tlie future avoid J 
all fuch Preparation, for fear of tying myfelf to fome in« -J 
difpenfable Obligation. To be tied and bound to a Thingr^ 
and to depend upon fo weak an Inftrument as my Memo- 
ry, puts me quite out : I never read this following Story, 
but I am offended at it with a proper and natural Refcnt- 
ment. Lyncejies^ accufed of Conijpiracy againft Alexan^ 
der^ the Day that he was brought before the Army, ac- 
cording to Cuftom, to be heard what he could fay for him- 
felf, had prepared a ftudied Speech -f-, of which, widi 
Hefitation and Trembling he pronounced fome Words 5 
but ftill more perplext, whilft he was ftruggling with his 
Memory, and recoUefting what he had to fay, the Sol- 
diers neareft to him levelled their Pikes at him, and killed 
him, looking upon him as guilty. His Aftonifhment and 
Silence they judged as a Confeffion. For having had fo 
much Leifure to prepare himfelf in Prifon, they con- 
cluded that it was not his Memory that failed him, but 
that his Confcience hampered his Tongue, and flopped his 
Speech. This was very truly faid. The Place, the Spec- 
tators, and the Expeftation, aftonifh him, even at the 

Time, 

• Horat. Epod. Ode 14. v. 3. f j^ Curt. lib. vii. c. 1. 
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TimCj when it was incumbent on him to fpeak the bed 
he could. What can a Man do, when his Life is depen- 
dant on his Oratory ? 

For my part, the very being tied to what E^g^ ivhen be 
I am to fay is enough to make me lofe hold had kamt a 
of it. When I wholly commit and refer ^P^^^^ h 
myfelf to my Memory, I lay fo much ftrefs ''^^^ 
upon it, that it finks under me, and ftartles at the Bur- 
then. So much as I tmft to it, fo much do I put my- 
felf out of my own Power, even fo as to know what 
Countenance to put on ; and have been fometimes very 
t much put to it to conceal the Slavery wherein I was 
* Ihackled 5 when at the time my Defign was to manifeft in 
^)eaking a perfedt Negligence both of Face and Accent, 
and to fhew cafual and unpremeditated Motions, as rifmg 
fiom prefent Occafions ; chufing rather to fay nothing to 
*• purpote, than to flicw that I came prepared to fpeak well ; 
% Thing dpecially unbecoming a Man of my Profeflion, 
id a Thing of too great Obligation upon him that can- 
not retain much ; the Preparation is far (hort of producing 
the expefted Effeft. A Man oft ftrips himfelf to his 
Doublet to leap no further than he would have done in his 
Gown. Nihil eft his qui placere volunt^ tarn adverfarium^ 
fuam expeSatio *. Nothing is fo mortifying to tbofe who are 
iifirtfus topleafe^ as raifing an ExpeSlation of ^em before-hand. 
It is recorded of the Orator Curio -}-, that when he propofed 
the Divifion of his Oration into three or four Parts, it 
often happened^ either that he forgot fome one, or added 
one or two more. I have always avoided falling into this 
Inconvenience, out of a Hatred to thefe Promifes and Pre- 
Icriptions, not only from a Diftruft of my Memory, but 
alfo becaufe this Method relifhes too much of the Artift. 
Siapliciora tnilitares decent. 'Tis enough that in the Mind 
I am in at prefent, I will never more take upon me to 
i^)eak in a place of Refped: 5 for as to Ipeaking, when a 
Man reads his Speech, befides that it is very abfurd, it is 
* mighty Difadvantage to thofe who naturally could give it 

• C/V. Acad. lib. ir. c. 4. f C/V^''* in lib, de claris Oratori- 
l^j c. ^. 

a Grace 
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a Grace by AdKon ; and much lefswill I throw myfelf upon 
the Mercy of my prefent Invention ; 'tis heavy and per- 
plext, and fuch as would never fumilh me in fuddien and 
important Neceffities. 

Ueisreadf Permit, Reader, this Effay its Courie 

tnouirtomaki alfo, and this third Sitting to finilh the reft 
Jdditionsto of my Pifturc, I add, but I corred: not; 
his Book, hut Firft, becaufe I conceive, that a Man hav* 
not Ccrreatons. j^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ Transfer of his Labours to 

the World, he has no farther Right to them ^ let him do 
better if he can in fomc new Undertaking, but not adul- 
terate what he has already fold \ of fuch Dealers nothing ^ 
fhould be bought till after they are dead : let them well 
confider what they do, before they produce them to thc^ 
Light. Who haftens them ? My Book is always the (amc^^l 
faving that upon every new Edition, (that the Buyer may \ 
not go away quite empty handed) I take the Liberty to add J 
as it were by an ill jointed inlaying) fome few Things fu- 
pemumerary,' They are no other but over-weight, thai 
do not disfigure the primitive Form of thofe Eflays, but 
by a little ambitious Subtilty, give a kind of particular 
Repute to every one of thofe that follow. ' From thence 
however there will eafily happen fonie Tranfpofition of 
Chronology \ my Stories taking place according to their 
Fimefs, and not always according to the Age. Second- 
ly, becaufe that for what concerns myfelf, I fear to lole 
by the Change : My Underftanding does not always go 
forward, it goes backward too. I do not much lefi fuf- \ 
pedt my Fancies for being the fecond or die third, than \ 
for being the firft, either prefent, or paft j we oft correfl: 
ourfelves as foolifhly as we do others. I am grown older 
by a great many Years fince my firft Publications, which 
were in the Year 1580 : But I very much doubt whether 
I am grown an Inch the wifer. I now, and I anon, are 
two feveral Perfons; but whether the better, now, or . 
anon, I am not able to determine. It were a fine Thing * 
to be old, if we only travelled towards Improvement j 
but 'tis a Drunken, Stumbling, Reeling, ill-favoured Mo- 
tion, like that of Reeds, which the Air cafiially waves tt) 
and fro as it lifts « ' • 

Antmlmi 
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Antiocbus had in his Youth written ftre- neWritinPsof 
Duoufly in favour of the Academy ♦, but in Antiochusror- 
his old Age he wrote as much againft it : ^^^'^ h ^^- 
which of thefe two foever I ftiould follow, -^/^"/i' T'^' 
would not he be ftill Antiocbus ? After hav- ^^ ^'^^ ^^' 
ing eflablifhed the Incertainty, to go about to eflabliih the 
Certainty of human Opinions, was it not to eftablifh 
Doubt, and not Certainty, and to promife, that had he 
yet another Age to live, he would be always upon Terms 
of altering his Judgment, not fo much for the better, as 
for fbmething elfe ? The public Favour has given me a 
\ little more Confidence than I expefted ; but what I moft 
fear, is, left I fliould glut the World with my Writings : 
I had rather of the two ipur my Reader than tire him : as a 
t learned Man of my Time has done. Praife is always plea- 
I fing, let it come from whom, or upon what account it 
^ wiuj yet ought a Man to underftand why he is com- 
Ik mend^, that he may be felf-confiftent. The vulgar and 
w- common Efteem is feldom right -, and I am miftaken, if 
amongft the Writings of my Time, the worft are not thofe 
which have moft gained the popular Applaufe. For my 
part, I return my Thanks to thofe good-natured Men, 
who are pleafcd to take my weak Endeavours in good 
part. The Faults of the Workmanftiip are no where fo 
apparent, as in a Matter which of itfelf has no Recom- 
mendation. Blame me not. Reader, for thofe that flip in 
here, by the Fancy or Inadvertency of others -, every 
Hand, every Artizan, contribute their own Materials. I 
ridther concern myfelf with Orthography (and only direct 
it after the old Way) nor Pointing, being Onhografhy 
very unexpert both in the one and the other. ^^^^ Pointing 
Where they wholly break the Senfe, I am ^^>'^- 
very little concerned, for they at leaft difcharge me ; but 
where they fubftitute a falfe one, as they fo often do, and 
wreft me to their Conception, they ruin me. When the 
Sentence neverthelefs is not ftrong enough for my Propor- 
tion, a civil Perfon ought to rejedt it as none of mine. 
Whoever fhall know how lazy I am, and how indulgent 
to my own Humour, will eafily believe that I had rather 

write 

* Ciccr. Acad. Qusft. 1. iv. c. 22. 
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write as many more Eflays, than be ty'd to revife thefc ' 
over again for fo puerile a Correftion. 
Montaigne I was faying elfewhere, that being planted 

'Vf.ry much ex- in the dcepcft Mine of this new Metal, i. e. the 
fofedat his ^gj.y Center of this new Religion, I am not 
fulu of his o^ly deprived or any great Familiarity with 
Neighbours Men of Other kind of Manners than my 
during the G- own, and of other Opinions, by which they 
-17/ ff'ars. j^qJj together, as by a Tie that fuperfedes 

all other Obligations -, but moreover, I do not live with- 
out Danger, amongft Men to whom all Things are equally 
lawful, and of whom the moft part cannot offend the 
Laws more than they have already done ; from whence 
the extremeft Degree of Licentioufnefs does proceed. All . 
the particular Circumftances refpefting me being con- 'j 
fidered, I do not find one Man of my Country, who pays | 
fo dear for the Defence of our Laws both in Coft and Da- : 
mages (as the Lawyers fay) as myfelf. And fome there | 
are who brag of their Ardor and Zeal, that if Things l| 
were juftly weighed, do much lefs than L My Houfe, 
as one that has ever been free to all Comers, and at the 
Service of all, (for I could never be induced to make a 
Garrifon of it, which is moft defired when the War is 
fartheft off) has fufEciently merited a popular Kindnefi, 
and fo that it would be a hard matter to infult over me 
upon my own Dung-hill 5 and I look upon it as a won- 
derful and exemplary Thing, that it yet continues a Vir- 
gin free from Blood and Plunder during fo long a Storm, j 
and fo many Revolutions and Tumults in the Neighbour- 
hood. For to confefs the Truth, it had been poflible 
enough, for a Man of my Complexion, to have quitted 
any one conftant and continued Form whatever. But the 
contrary Invafions and Incurfions, Alterations and Vlcif- 
fitudes of Fortune round about me, have hitherto more . 
exafperated than mollified the Humour of the Country, 
and involve me in frefh Difficulties and Dangers that are ' 
invincible. 

lefcape 
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I efcape, 'tis true, but am troubled that Hw difagrei- 
it is more by Chance, and fomething of my Me this Sort of 
own Prudence, than by Juftice, and am not Dependancy 
fatisfied to be out of the Proteftion of the '«'^''^^«'- 
Laws, and under any other Safe-guard than theirs. As 
matters ftand,! live above one half by the Favour of others, 
which is an untoward Obligation. I do not like to owe my 
Safety either to the Generofity or AfFeftion of great Perfons, 
who concur in mf Legality and Liberty, or to the oblig- 
ing Manners ©f my Predeceflbrs, or my own. For what 
if I was another kind of Man ? If my Deportment, 
and the Franknefs of my Converfation oblige my Neigh- 
bours or Relations, 'tis cruel that they Ihould acquit 
themfelves of that Obligation, in only permitting me to 
live •, • and that they Ihould fay, * We allow him the free 

* Liberty of having divine Service read in his own private 

* Chapel, ah the Churches l-ound about being deftroyed, 

* and grant him the Ufe of his Goods, and the Fruition of 

* his Life, as one that protefts our Wives Lycurgus thi 

* and Cattle in time of Need/ For my general Trufti§ 
Houfe has for many Defcents fhared in the fi^ ^^.^'^ ^'^• 
Reputation of Lycurgus^ the Athenian^ who ^^-^'''*^*'- 
was the general Truftee and Treafurer of his Fellow-Citi- 
zens *. Now I am clearly of Opinion, that a Man 
ihould live by his own Right and Authority, and not 
either by Recompence or Favour. How many gallant 
Men have rather chofe to lofe Life, than to owe it ? I 
hate to fubjedt myfelf to any fort of Obligation, but above 
all, to the Dues of Honour. I think nothing fo expen- 
five to me as what is given me, and that becaufe my 
Will lies at pawn under the Tide of Gratitude, and 
more willingly accept of Offices that are to be fold ; being 
really of Opinion, that for the laft I give nothing but 
Money, but for the other I give myfelf. • 

The Tie that holds me by the Laws of neObligatiovs 

Courtefy, binds me, I think, more than that '£j!['^%,^]^ 

of legal Conftraint ; and I am much more at r^^^ ^^ heftrialy 

Eafc when bound by a Scrivener, than by my- ohjeried. 

• Plutarch in the Lives of the ten Orators, of whom lycurgus was the 
70i# C.I. 

fclf. 
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^rj, y^ ;^ fi^ After all, according to what I underlland 

difiLfingiuitb vci the Sciencc of Benefits and Acknowledg- 
bis Ackno^' ment (which is a fubtle Science, and of great 
Udgments e^em ufe) 1 know no Perfon whatever more free 
*f^mces. and lefs indebted than I am at this Hour. 

What I do owe, is fimply to conmion and 
natural Obligations ; as to any thing elle, no Man is more 
abfolutely clear. 



-nee funt mibi nota potentum 



Munera *.« 
Nor are the Gifts of Men in Pow'r known to me. 

Princes give me enough, if they take nothing from me ; 
and do me good enough, if they do me no harm : That is 
all I afk of them. Oh, how am I obliged to Almighty God, 
who has been pleafed that I fhould receive all I have, im- 
mediately from his Bounty, and particularly referved all 
my Obligation to himfelf ! How carneftly do I beg of his 
divine Mercy, that I may never owe real Thanks to any 
one! O happy Liberty wherein I have hitherto lived! 
May it continue with me to the laft, I endeavour to 
have no abfolute Need of any one. In me omnis Jpes e^ 
tnihi -f. Allfny Hope is in myfelf. This is what everyone 
may be able to place in himfelf, but more eafily they 
whom God has fheltered from natural and urgent Neccf- . 
fities. It is a wretched and dangerous Thing to depend 
upon another. Ourfelves, on whom is our moft juft and 
fafeft Dependance, are not fufficiently affured. I have I 
nothing mine but myfelf, and yet the Pofleffion is in part 
defeftive and borrowed. I fortify myfelf both in Cou- 
rage, which is the ftrongeft Affiftant J, and alfo in For- 
tune^ 1 

• Virg. ^neid. lib. xii. v. 5x9. f Ter. Jdilpb. Aft. j. Scene 5. v-^*' i 

X In the fourth Edition of 1588, when this third Volume was fim j 

pabliftied, Montaigne only fays, 1 culti<vate and enlarge nyjelf'witb all thi ] 

Care I can, that 1 may have ^wberewthal tofatisjy me wien lambjd, 

abaHdmi» 
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tune, therein to fatisfy myfelf, though every thing elfe 
fhould forfake me. Eleus Hippias * did not only furniih 
himfelf with Science, that he might at Need chearfuUy 
retire from all other Company to enjoy the Mufes, nof 
with the Knowledge of Philofophy only to teach his Soul 
to be contented with it, and bravely to fubfift without ex- 
ternal Conveniencies, when Fate would have it fo ; he 
was moreover fo curious, as to learn Cookery, to fhave 
himfelf, to make his own Cloaths, his own Shoes and 
Drawers, and as far as poffible, to rely upon himfelf, and 
to fliift without the Affiftance of others. A Man more 
freely and chearfully enjoys borrowed Conveniencies, 
when it is not an Enjoyment forced and conftrained by Ne- 
ceflity, and when a Man has in his own Will and Fortune 
wherewithal to live without them. I know myfelf very 
well. But I can hardly expedl to meet with fuch pure 
Generofity, fuch free and frank Hofpitality from any 
Perfon, as would not appear to me unhandfom, tyrannical, 
and tainted with Reproach, if Neceffity had raiuced me tQ 
it. As giving is an^ambitious Quality and Prerogati ve,fo is ac- 
cepting a Quality of Submiffion. Witnefs the injurious an4 

ahandoned. ^Tis my Opinion that it would have been bed if he had 
ftopped there ; becaufe for a Man to arm himfelf nmtb Courage fo as t9 
be contented though be Jbould he on all Sides abandoned^ is the greateft Ef. 
fort that Man is capable of. Nor is this Point attainable but by Prac- 
tice, which whoever has once arrived to, he has nothing more to dQ 
but to perfift in ic, in order to be iheltered from the Infults of Fortune. 
Now to add after this to fortify himfelf in Fortune^ Sec, is reducing the 
firfl Thought to nothing, or making a DiftindUon where in Fadt there 
is none. This Criticiim does not appear to me to be too refined ; If it 
be, I confent that it may not have a Place in any future Edition of 
Montaigne^s EiTays. 

* Eleus Hippias made his Boaft at the Olympic Games, that there was 
nothing in any Art of which he was ignorant, not only of the Liberal 
Arts, as Geometry, Mufic, Literature and Poetry, together with Na- 
tural Philofophy, Ethicks and Politics, but that he made with his own 
Hand the Ring and the very C loathes he wore, i^c. as above. Cicero 
de Oratore, lib. iii. c. 32. If at the Time here mentioned there had 
been public Places in Greece^ where Men of the firft Rank had fpent 
the Prime of Life in Splendor, in Gaming, or in doing nothing, poor 
Hippias, inftead of gaining Applaufe at the Olympic Games would have 
been hiifed out of the Theatre. 

YoL. IIL R q^uar- 
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quarrelfome Refufal that Bajazet made of the Prefents that 
^hemir fent him : And thoib that were oflfered in the Be- 
half of the Emperor Solyman to the Emperor of Calicut^ 
V4ttt fo much difdained by him, that he not only rudely 
rejefted them •, faying, that neither he nor any of his Prc- 
deceflbrs had ever been wont to take, and that it was their 
Office to give -, but moreover caufed the Ambafladors fent 
for that Purpofe to be put into a Dungeon. When Thetis^ 
fays Arijlotle^ flatters Jupiter^ when the Lacedemonians flat- 
ter the Athenians^ they never put them in mind of the 
good they have done them, .which is always odious, but 
of the Benefits they have received from them ; They who 
1 fee fo familiarly employ every one in their Aflfairs, and 
thrufl: themfelves into fo much Obligation, would never 
do it, did they but relifli the Sweetnefs of pure Liberty as 
1 do, and did they but weigh, as wife Men fliould, the 
Burthen of an Obligation. *Tis fometijnes peradventure 
returned, but 'tis never diflTolved; this is a miferablc 
Slavery to a Man that loves to be at full Liberty upon all 
accounts. My Acquaintance, both better and meaner 
Men than myfelf, are able to fay whether they have ever 
known a Man lefs importuning, foliciting, entreating, and 
lefs burdenfome to others than 1 have been. And in this, 
*tis no great Wonder, if I am not to be parallel'd, fince 
fo many parts of my Manners contribute to it; as a little 
natural Pride \ an Impatience of being refiifed ; the Con- 
traftion of my Defires and Defigns ; an Incapacity for all 
kind of ^Bufinefs j and my moft beloved Qualities, Idle- 
nefs, and Freedom j from all thefe together I have con- 
ceived a mortal Hatred to being obliged to or by any other 
than myfelf. I leave no Stone unturned, rather than em* 
ploy the Beneiicence of another in any flight or important 
Occafion or Necefllty whatever. My Friends do ftrangely 
importune me, when they advife me to call in a third 
Perfon ; and I think it as painful to difengage him who is 
indebted to me, by making ufe of him, as it is to engage 
myfelf to him that owes me nothing : Thefe Condi- 
tions being removed, provided they require of me no- 
thing pf any great Trouble or Care, (for I have declared 

mort^ 



Ch. IX, Of Vanity. 24f 

mortal War agakift all Care) I am eafily intreated, and 
ready to do Service to every one that needs it. But yet I 
have, I confefs, more avoided receiving than fought Oc- 
cafions of giving •, and, according to Arifiotky it is much 
more eafy. My Fortune has allowed me but little to do 
others good withal, and the little it can afford is put into 
a pretty clofe Hand. Had I been born to be a Peribn of 
Rank, I Ihould have been ambitious to have made myfelf 
beloved, not to make myfelf Tfeared or admired ; fhall I 
more vainly exprefs it ? I ihould have been as proud to 
pleafe as to cb good. Qfriis very wifely, and, by the 
Mouth of a great Captain, and better Philofopher, pre- 
fers his Bounty and Benefits much before his Valour and 
warlike Conquefts. And the elder Sc^o^ whtere-ever he 
would raife his Elleem, fets a hi^cr Value upon his Af- 
fability and Humanity, than his Prowe& and Viftories, 
and has always this glorious Saying in his Mouth, that hi 
ba^ given his Enemies if/ffinuch Caufe to love bim^ as bis 
Friends. I will fay then, that if a Man muft of Necef- 
fity owe iomething, it ought to be by a more lawful 
Claim than that whereof 1 am fpeaking, to the Neceffity 
I am. engaged in by this miferable Wi^r ; and not by fb 
great a Debt as that of my total Prefervation 5 a Debt 
that overwhelms me. I have a thoufand times gone to 
Bed at my own Houfe with an Apprehenfion that I fhould 
be betrayed and murdered that very Night compounding 
with Fortune, that it ncfight be without Terror, and witl 
quick Difpatch % and aftier my Pater nofter have criejj 
out, 

bnpius hac tarn cuUa novalia miles hahehit *? 

Shall impious Soldiers have thefe new-plow'd Lands t 

What remedy ? 'tis the Place of my Birth, and mod of 
my Anceftors have here fixed their AfFeftion and Name ; 
we harden ourfclves to whatever we are accuftomed. 

• /?r^. Eclog. I. V. 71. 

R z And 
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And in fo miferable a Condition as ours is, Cuft-om is a 
great Bounty of Nature, which takes off the Acutenefs 
of many Evils that we fufFcr. A civil War has this with 
it worfe than other Wars have, to make us all ftand 
Gentry in our own Houfes. 

§iuam miferum^ porta vitam muroque tueri^ 
Vixque fua tutum viribus ejfe domus */ 

To ones own Walls and Gates, 'tis wretched fore 
To truft one's Life, yet fcarce to be fecure. 

*Tis a grievous Extremity for a Man to be ftraitened for 
room, and to be difturbed in his own Houfe. 1 he Coun- 
try where I live is always the firft that takes up Arms, and 
the laft that lays them down, and which never enjoys an 
intire Calm. 

^um quoque cum pax efty trepidant formidint heUi -f; 
In time of Peace, they quake for Fear of War^ 



^uoties pacem fortuna laceffit \ 



Hoc iter eft bellis ; melius^ fortuna^ dedijfet 
Orbe fiib Eoo fedem^ gelidaque fub ArUo^ 
Errantefque dmos J. 

Dh ill built City, too too near the Gaul P 

Oh fadly fituated Place ! when all 

The World hath Peace, this is the Scene of Wa^ 

And firft that is invaded ; happier far 

Might we have liv'd in fartheft North or Eaft^ 

Or wandering Tents of Scytbia^ than pofleft 

Thtc edge ot Italy. 

^ O'vid. Trift. lib. iv. Elcg. I. r, 6g. t 0<vid. Trift. Ub. iiL 

'Elcg. 10. V. tj, % LucoM, lib. i. v. 255, 256»— zji. £52, 253. 

My 
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Carelefsnefs and Indolence fometimes fortify me 
ft thefe Confiderations, and they do alfo in fome mea- 
ead us on to Refolution. I oft imagine and expedt 
il Dangers with a kind of Delight *. I ftupidly 
;e myfelf head-long into Death, without confidering 
dng a View of it, as into a dark and deep Vortex, 
1 fwallows me up in a Trice, and fmothers me in an 
It by a profound Sleep, without any Senfe of Pain, or 

And in thefe fhort and violent Deaths, the Confe- 
:e that I forefee adminifters more Confolation to me 
the EfFefts do Fear. They fay, that as Life is not 
r for being long, fo Death is better for not being 

I do not fp much avoid the Thoughts of Death as 
ir into Confidence with it. I wrap andfhrowdmy- 
n the Storm that is to blind and hurry me away 
a fudden and infenfible Attack. Moreover, if it 
d fall out, (as fome Gardiners fay of Rofes and Vio- 
hatthey are more odoriferous by growing near Garlick 
Anions, by reafon that the lafl fuck and imbibe what 
>mell diere is in the Soil,) that thefe depraved Natures 
d alfo attrad: all the Malignity of my Air and Cli- 
, and render me fp much better and purer by their 
ity, that I fhould not lofe all j that is not fo j but 

!"© comprehend the Author*s true Meaning here, the Words mud 
ifidered with regard to their necefTary Connexion with what goes 
. Montaigne reprefents himfalf as furrounded in his Houfe by a 
of Banditti, who are authorifed by War to commit all manner 
imes with impunity. In fuch a Situation wherein he is always 
neer of having his Throat cut, and in a mortal Dread of feeing 
iTevery moment at the Mercy of thofe Villains, he one while 
8 himfelf adually in their Hands, and feeling a kind of Pleafure 
at lail delij^ered thereby on a fudden from the continual Anguiih 
. rendered his Life infupportable. Full of thefe Ideas he ftupidly 
*s himfetf headlong, as be fays above ^ into Death, ^without taking 
w of ity as into a dark and deep Vortex ^ niuhich fnvallo^s him s/p, &c. 
I is as much as to fay, that by taking his Refolution, he expedts, 
he leaft thinks of it, to be in that ftate of Surprize and Horror 
lie Barbarity of thbfe Villains who (hall come to knock him on 
[cad, or cut his Throat before he has time to look about him. 
mages which Montaigne here makes ufe of are lively but innocent, 
:ry natural, and fuch as no judicious fair Critic will, I believe » 
nd Fault with. 

R 3 ^ there 
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there may be fomething in this, that Goodnefs is itk»« 
beautiful and attraftive when it is rare, and that Contra- 
riety and Diverfity binds and fhuts up WcU-dcing within it- 
felf, and inflames it by the Jealoufy of Oppofition and by 
Vain-glory. Thieves and Robbers (of their fpecial Fa- 
vour) have no particular Spite at me ; no more have I to 
them : If I had, I Ihould have my hands too full. Con- 
fciences of the fame Caft are lodged under feveral forts of 
Robes, like Cruelty, Treachery, and Rapine ; and fe 
much the worfe as they are the more mifehievous, and the 
more fecure, and the darker by being concealed under the 
Colour of the Laws. I don't fo much hate a profelled In- 
jury, as one that is treacherous -, an Enemy in Arms, as 
an Enemy in a Gown. Our Fever has feized upon a 
Body that is not much the worfe for't. There was Fire 
before, and now 'tis broke out into a Flame. The Noife 
is greater, the Evil much the fame. 1 I ufually anfwer 
fuch as alk me the reafon of my Travels, ^tbat Iknm 
'Very well what I fly from^ hut not what I Jfeek. If they 
tell me that there may be as little Health amongft Stran- 

f^rs, and that their Manners are no purer than ours : I 
rfl reply, that that is a hard cafe. 

Tarn multa fcelerum fades ♦• 

Where Crimes in many Shapes abound. 

Secondly, that it is always an Advantage to change an ifl 
Condition for one that is uncertain, and that the Ills of 
others ought not to afflidt us fo much as our own. 

The Comment ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^"^^^ ^^^^ ^ neVCT rail 

dationrf?2im. fo much againft France j as to be out of 

Humour with Paris ; that City has ever had 
my Heart from my Infancy ; and it has fallen out to me, 
as of excellent things, that the more of other fine Cities I 
have feen fince, the more the Beauty of this gains upon my 
Aftbftion, I love it for its own fake, and more in it$ 

* r/rg'. Georg, lib, i. v. 506. 

own 
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own native Being, than the Additioa of foreign Pomp ;. 
I love it tenderly, even with all its Warts and Blemifhes. 
I am not a Frenchman but by this great City, great ia 
People, great in the Felicity of her Situation \ but above all, 
great and incomparable in Variety and Divcrfity of Com- 
modities \ the Glory of France^ and one of the mod noble 
Ornaments of the World. May God of his Goodncfs 
drive our Divifions far from it. Whifc it remains intire 
and united I think it fafe from all other Violence. I ^vc 
it caution, that of all the Parties, that will be the worft 
that fhall fet it at Variance j I have no Fears for her, but 
for her own fake ; and certainly I have as much fear for 
her as for any other City in tne Kingdom. Whilft fhe 
Ihall continue, I Ihall never want a Retreat where I may 
be fafe, fufBcient to make me Amends for parting with 
any other Retreat whatever. 

^Tis not becaufe Socrates has faid fb, but Montaignt 
becaufe it is in Truth my own Humour, . and amfideredall 
perad venture too much fo. I look upon all N^timMsbit 
Men as my Countrymen, and en^race aP^- ^«»'a«^- 
lander as heartily as a Frenchman^ preferring the univerfal 
and common Tye, to this national Tye. I am not ttiuch 
taken with the Sweetnefs of a native Air : Acquaintance 
wholly new, and wholly my own, aj^jcar to me full as 
good as the other common and accidental ones with our 
Neighbours. Friendfhips that are purely of- our own ac- 
quiring^ ordinarily furpafs thofe to which we are joined 
by the Communication of the Clime or of Blood. Nature 
has placed us in the World free and unbound 5 we con- 
fine ourfelves to certain Limits, like the Kings of Perjia^ 
who obliged themfelves to drink no other Water but that 
of the River Choafpesy foolifhly quit claim to their right 
of Ufage in all other Streams ; and as far as concerned 
themfelves, dried up all the other Rivers of the World. 
What Socrates did towards his End, to look upon a Sen- 
tence of Banifliment, as worfe than a Sentence of Death 
againft him, I ftiall, I think, never be fuch an old Fool, 
or fo ftridly begotted to my own Country, as to be of 
that Opinion. Such celeftial Lives as his have many 
Ideas, which I embrace more by Efteem than AflFedlion ; 

R 4 and 
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and they have feme alfo fo elevated and extraordinary, 
that I cannot embrace them fo much a$ by Efteem, for- 
afmuch as I cannot conceive them. This Humour was 
very effeminate in a Man that thought the whole World 
his City. It is true, that he difdained Travel, and had 
hardly ever fet his Foot out of the Attick Territories. 
What fay you to his grudging the Money his Friends of- 
fered to fave his Life, and his Refufal to come out of 
Prifon by the Mediation of others, becaufe he would not 
difobey the Laws, at a time when they were otherwife fo 
much corrupted ? Thefe Examples are of the firft Rate 
for me ; of the fecond there are others that I could find 
out in this fame Perfon. Many of thefe rare Examples 
furpafs the Force of my AAion ; nay fome of them do 
moreover furpafs the Force of my Judgment. 
ihe A(k)an^ \ Thcfe Reafons fet afide. Travel is in my 
tages nuhtch Opinion a profitable Exercife ; the Soul is 
Jiiontaigne therein continually employed in obferving 
#v^^4f^j iTm. Things new and unknown. And I do not 
'^^ * know, as I have often faid, a better School 

wherein to form Life, than by inceflantly expofing to it 
the Diverfity of fo many other Lives, Fancies, and 
Ufances ; and to make it relilh fo perpetual a Variety of 
the Forms of human Nature. The Body is therein nei- 
ther idle nor overwrought, and this moderate Motion puts 
it in Breath. I can keep on Horfeback, as much tor- 
mented with the Stone as I am, without alighting or be- 
ing weary, for eight or ten Hours together. 

Vires ultra fortemqut fene£la *. 
Beyond the Strength and common Lot of Age. 

No Weather hurts me, but the parching Heat of a fcorch- 
ing Sun ; for the Umbrella's made ufe of in Italy^ ever 
lince the time of the antient Romans^ are a greater Bur- 
then to the Arm than a Relief to the Head. 1 would faiA 

♦ Firg, ^ncid. lib. vi. v. 1 14. 

know 
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know where was the Induftry of the Perfians fo long ago, 
md in the Infancy of their Luxury, to make fuch Ven- 
tilators, and plant fuch Shades about their Abodes, as 
Xenophon reports they did. I love Rain, and to dabble in 
the Dirt, like the Ducks -, the change of Air and Cli- 
tnatc never concern me : Every Sky is alike to me. I am 
Dnly troubled with inward Ailments, which I breed with- 
in myfelf, and thofe are not fo frequent in Travel. I am 
bard to be got out, but when once upon the Road, I hold 
but as well as the beft. I take as much pains in little, as 
in great Undertakings -, and to equip myfelf, for a fhort 
Journey, if but to vifit a Neighbour, as for a long 
one. I have learned to travel after the Spanijb Fafhion, 
and to make but one Stage of a tolerable Length ; and in 
cxceflive Heats, I always travel by Ni^ht, from Sun- 
fet, to Sun-rifing. The other Method ot baiting by the 
way, in Hafte and Hurry to gobble up a Dinner, is, 
efpecially in fhort Days, very inconvenient. My Horfes 
thereby perform the better, for never any Horfe tired un- 
der me, that was able to hold out the firft Day's Journey : 
I water them at every Brook I meet, and only take care 
they have fo much way to go before I come to my Inn, as 
will tiigeft the Water in their Bellies. My being fo loth 
to rife in a Morning, gives my Servants leifure to dine at 
their Eafe before they fet out. For my own part, I never 
ttt too late \ my Appetite comes to me in eating, and not 
^Ife, and am never hungry but at Table. 

Some of my Friends blame me for con- Unjuflly hlamd 
finuing this travelling Humour, being mar- /or travelling 
xied and old. But they are in the wrong; 'when old and 
ftr it is the beft Time for a Man to leave ^'^''^' 
lis Family, when he has put it into a way of fubfifting 
"^thout him, and continuing as he left it. 'Tis indeed 
tiuch greater Imprudence to abandon it to a lefs faithful 
H^ufekeeper, and one who will be lefs folicitous to look 
ifter your Affairs. 



The 
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tTL n rtLi The moft ufeful and honourable Know- 
S/lf4^.- Jedge and Employment for the Mother of a 
nourMeAc- Family, is the Management of Hbufhold 
complijhment of Affairs. I fee fome tnat are coVetous in- 
J. ^^!^^^ ^f ^ deed, but very few that are faving. 'Tis the 
Z*'^' fupreme Quality of a Woman, and what a 

Man ought to leek after before any .other, as the only 
Dowry that tends to ruin or to preferve our Families. Let 
Men fay what they will, according to the Experience T 
have learned, I require in married Women the oeconomi* 
cal Virtue above all other Virtues ; I put my Wife to it,, 
as a Concern of her own, leaving her by my Abfence tlic 
whole Government of my Affairs. I am.aftiamcd to fee, 
in fevera.1 Families, the Matter of which has been buftling 
about all Morning, I am forry to fee him return at Nboa. 
cj^uite jaded and ruffled to find his Madam jufl got out of 
her Bed, and dreffing herfelf at the Toilet. This is for 
Queens to do ; tho' that is a Queftion too. *Tis ridicu- 
lous, and unjuft, that the Lazinefs of our Wives fhould 
be maintained with our Sweat and Labour. No Man^ 
forafmuch as in me lies, fhall have a clearer and a snore 
quiet and free Enjoyment of his Eftate than I. If the 
Hufband furnifh Matter, Nature herfelf requires that the 
Wife find the Form, 

nat Conjugal ^s to the Duties of conjugal Friendfhip^ 
Friend/hip which fome think to be cooled by this Ab- 

iro^s nvarm fence, I am not of that Opinion ; it is oa 
ty Abfence. ^j^ contrary an Intelligence that eafily cools 
and is hurt by a too clofe and conftant Attendance. Evcr]^ 
ftrange Woman appears graceful, and every one finds bj 
Experience, that being continually together is not to 
pleafing, as to part for a time, and meet again. Thefe 
Interruptions give me a frefli Guft to enjoy my Family, 
and render my own Houfe more pleafant to me. Change a 
of Place warms my Appetite, now to one, then to the ^ 
other. I know that the Arms of Friendfhip are long \ 
enough to reach and join Hands from the one end of the • 
World to the other, and efpecially, when there is a con- -• 
tinual Communication of Offices that roufe the Obliga- : 
tion and Rememberance of it. The Stoicks fay, that there | 
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is fo great a Connexion and Relarion amongft wife Men, 
that he who dines in France^ feeds his Companion in 
Egypt ; and that whoever does but hold out his Finger, in 
what part of the World foever, all the wife Men upon the 
habitable Earth feel themfelves aflifted by it. Fruition 
and Poffefljon principally appertain to the Imagination j 
and this mofe fervently and conftantly embraces what it is 
in queft of, than what we have hold of. Let a Man but con- 
fider his daily Amufements, and he will find, that he is 
moft abfent from his Friend when in his Company. His 
Prefence releafes your Attention, and gives yoyr Thoughts 
Liberty to abfent themfelves at every turn, for every Oc- 
caiion. When I am at Rome^ I keep and govern my 
Houfe, and the Conveniencies I there left, fee my Walls 
rife, my Trees fhoot, and my Revenue increafe, or de- 
creaie, very near as well as when I am there. 

jinte oculos errat domus^ errat forma locorum *• 

My Houfe, and forms of Places, conftantly 
Prefent themfelves unto my Fancy's Eye. 

If we enjoy nothing but what we touch, we may fay farc- 
wel to the Money in our Clofets, and to our Sons when 
they are gone a hunting. We will have them nearer to 
us; Is the Garden, or half a Day's Journey from home 
fo far ? What is ten Leagues, far or near ? If near, what 
is eleven, twelve, or thirteen? and fo on by Degrees. 
In earneft, if there be a Woman who can tell her Huf- 
band what Step ends^ the near, and what Step begins the 
Xtmote, I would advife her to ftop between the two. 



*excludat jurgia finis. 



Some certain Point fhould finifh the Debate. . 

Utor fermjfoy caudaque pilos ut equin^e 
Paulatim vello : et demo unumy demo etiam iinum 
Dum cadat elufus ratione mentis acervi "f. 

• Ovid. Trift. lib. iii. Eleg. 4. t Horat\ lib. ii. Ep i . v. 38. 45. 
46. 47. 

I take 
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I take the Grant, and by degrees prevail 5 
Thus hair by hair, I pluck the Horfe's Tail, 
And while I take them one by one away 
The Numbers to a Nou^bi at laft decay. 

And let them in God's Name call Philofophy to their AC- 
fiftance •, in whofe Teeth it may be caft, that fince it nei- 
ther difcerns the one nor the other end of the Joint, be- 
twixt the too much and the little, the long and the ihort, 
the light and the heavy, the near and the remote ; and fince 
it difcovers neither the Beginning nor the End, it muft 
needs judge very uncertainly of the Middle. Rerum na- 
tura nullam nobis dedit cognitionem finium *. Nature has 
not given us any Knowledge of the end of 'Things. Are they 
not (till Wives and Friends to the Dead, who are not only 
at the end of this, but in the other World ? Wc include 
thofe who have been, and thofe who are not yet, much 
more the abfent. We did not promife in Marriage to be 
continually brooding and twining together, like fome little 
Animals that we fee, or tied like thofe oiKarenty -f, that 
Ivere fo bewitched in the conjunftive Mood that they clung 
together ever after like the Canine Race. And a Wife 
ought not fo greedily to fix her Eyes on her Hufband's 
Fore-parts, that Ihe cannot endure to fee him turn his 
Back, if occafion be. But may not this Saying of that 
excellent Painter of Women's Humours be here intro- 
duced, to fliew the Reafon of their Complaints ? 

* Cicer, Acad. lib. iv. c. 29. + Tis Saxo Grammaticus that bas 
left us the Story of thefe hagridden Creatures, in the i4tliBook of his 
Hiftory of Denmark; where, fpeaking of the Converfion of the People of 
Ryge>iy an Ifland in the Baltic ; he fays, that the Inhabitants ofKaraniit 
or Kt^antta, one of their Towns, after having renounced their Worlhip 
of Idols, were neverihelefs ftill afraid of their Power, remembering 
how often they had been puniihed for their Lewdnefs, when both Sexet 
were tied together in the Adion after the manner of Dogs, and even 
failer. Sometimes when they were taken in the Fadl they were, forthe 
Diverfion of the l^eople, hoifted upon a Perch, the Man on one fide, 
and the Woman on the other, without being able to fcparate. If this 
Facl was true, one could hardly help inferring, that the Devil was at 
that ume much more fevere or more mifchievous than he is now. 

Uxor^ 
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Vxor^ ft ceJfeSy aut te amare cogttaty 

Aut tete amari^ autpotare^ aut animo ohfequij 

Et tibi bene ejjfefoli^ cum Jibi Jit male *. 

Thy Wife, if thou ftay'ft long abroad, is mov'd. 
Thinking thou either lov'ft, or art belov'd ; 
Drinking, or fomething elfe, thyfelf to pleafe. 
And that thou'rt well, whilft fhe is ill at eafe. 

Or may it not be, that of itfelf Oppofition and Contradio 
tion entertains and nourifhes them, and that they fuffi- 
ciently accommodate themfelves, provided they incom* 
mode you ? 

In true Friendfliip, wherein I am expert, ne Jim of 
I more give myfelf to my Friend, than I at- trmfriendJLlp. 
traft him to me, I am not only better pleafed in doing 
him fervice, than if he did me one 5 but moreover, had 
rather he fhould do himfelf good than me, and he mofi: 
ferves me when he does fo. And if Abfence be either 
pleafant or convenient for him, 'tis more ac- --, -. ... 
ceptable to me than his Prefence 5 neither is ^^^ Jbf^citf 
it properly Abfence, when there are Means a Friend. 
of correlponding. I have Ibmetimes made 
good Ufe of our Separation. We better filled, and fur- 
ther extended the Pofleffion of Life in being parted. He 
lived, rejoiced, and faw for me, and I for him, as plainly 
as if he had himfelf been there ; one part remained idle, 
and we confounded one another when we were together. 
The diftance of Place rendered the Conjunftion of our 
Wills more rich. This infatiable Defire of.perfonal Pre- 
fence, implies fome Weaknefs in the Fruition of Souls^ 

As for old Age, which is alledged againft whether old 
me, 'tis for Youth on the contrary to fubjeft jge ought to 
itfelf to the common Opinions, and to curb ^'»^'* «j>w» 
itfelf for the fake of others. It has where- "^ranjelUng, 
withal tp pleafe both the People and itsfelf j we have but 
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too much ado to pleafe ourfelves alone. As natural Con- 
veniencies fail us, let us fupport ourfelves with thofc that 
are artificial. *Tis Imuftice to excufe Youth for purfuing 
its Pleafures, and to forbid old Men to feek them. When 
young, I concealed my wanton Paffions with Prudence ; 
now I am old, I get rid of melancholy ones by a De* 
bauch *. Sure it is that the Platonick Laws forbad Tra- 
vel till forty or fifty Years old, that it might be more 
ufeful and inftrudtive at fo mature an Age. I fhould 
fooner fubfcribe to this other fecond Article of the fame 
Laws, which forbids it after threefcore ; for at fuch an 
Age you will never return from a long Journey. What 
care I for that ? I undertake it neither to jetum nor to 
finilh it. I do it only to keep myfelf in Motion whilft 
Motion pleafes me, and only walk for the Walk's fake. They 
who hunt after a Benefice, or a Hare, run not 5 they 
only run who run at Prifon-Bafe, and to exercife thdr 
running. My Defign is divifible throughout, it is not 
grounded upon any great Hopes ; every Day concludes 
my Expedtation. And the Journey of my Life is carried 
on after the fame manner ; and yet I have feen Fiacei 
enough far off, where I could have wiftied to have been 
detained. And why not, if Cbryfippus., Ckanihes^ Dto* 
genesy Zeno^ Antipater^ fo many Sages of the ibureft 
Se6t t, chearfuUy abandoned their Country, without Oc* 

♦ ^If that be, as I really think, Montaiffte\ Sentiment, the Wad 
Dehancb mud be taken in a moderate Senfe, and fuch as is fuitable to 
Montaigne's Genius and Charadler, and to the Subjed he here treats off 
that is to fay, to his Pailion for Travel, which he is pleafed to term t 
Debauch, by an Excuriion which is very common to him. There is 
fcarce any VVriter who has more need than Montaigne of a judidou 
Reader, and one efpecially that is fair and candid. His Sdle, whicb 
abounds with bold Expreflions and Figures, is very likely to deceive i 
cavilling Ccnfor, or to give a Handle to thofe ill-natured Critics wiK^ 
without Regard to Truth, boldly cenfure the moft innocent EicpreffioiiSf 
when they think they can reprelenc them to other P^ons in a criauB^ 
light, 

f Chryfippus was of Soles, Cleanthes of Affvs^ Diogenes of Balyb^ 
Zeno of Cittum in the Jfle of Cyprus, Antipater of Tarfus, all Stoic Phi- 
lofophers, whopaffed their Lives at Athens^ as Pluiarcb has obfcrvcdin, 
his Treatife of Banifbment, c* 12. 
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cafion to complain of it, and only for the Enjoyment of 
another Air ? In earneft, that which moft difpleafes me 
in all my Travels, is; that 1 cannot refolve to fettle my 
Abode where I Ihould beft like, but that I muft always 
propofe to myfelf to return, to accommodate myfelf to 
the common Humours, 

If I feared to die in any other Place than j^ indifferent 
that of my Birth j if I thought I Ihould die as it avas to 
more uneafily remote from my own Fami- Montaigne 
ly, I Ihould hardlv go out of France ; I 2^^;^.^;^'* 
Ihould not without fear ftep out of my Par- JieJb^ 
ifh ; for I feel Death always twitching me rather than at 
by the Throat, or by the Back : But I am ^^ 5 and 
of another Temper, Death is in all Places ^^ ^ 
alike to me ; yet might I have my Choice, I think I 
Ihould rather choofe to die on Horieback than in a Bed, 
out of my own Houfe, and far enough from my own 
People. There is more Heart-breaking than Confolation 
in taking leave of ones Friends ; I am willing to omit 
this A6t of Civility ; for, of all the Offices of Friendfhip, 
that is the only one that is unpleafant ; and could with all 
my Heart forget to bid this great and eternal Farewel. 
If there be any Convenience in fo many Standers-by, it 
produces a hundred Inconvcnicncies. I have feen many 
miferably dying, furrounded with all this Train : 'Tis a 
Crowd that choaks them. *Tis againft Duty, and a Tef- 
timony of little Kindncfs, and little Care, to permit you 
to die in Quiet ; one torments your Eyes, another afflifts 
your Ears, another tines your faultring Tongue; you 
have neither Senfe nor Limb that is not battered and 
bruifed by them : Your Heart melts with Pity to hear 
the Lamentation of thofe that are your real Friends, and 
perhaps with Vexation, to hear the Bewailings of others 
that are feigned and counterfeit. Whoever has been deli- 
cate in his Tafte, when well, is much more fo in his 
Weakncfs. In fuch a Neceffity a gentle Hand is required, 
and fuitable to his Sentiments, to fo^atch him juft in the 
Place where he itches, or not to meddle with him at all. 
As we ftood in need of a "Knowing Woman * to bring us 

* t'/s. A Midwife, called in French Sage Femme. 
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into the World, we have much more need of a wifer 
Man to help us out of it. Such a one, and a Friend 
to boot, a Man ought to purchafe at any rate for fuch an 
Occafion. I am not yet arrived to fuch a Pitch of Bra- 
very and Self-fufEciency, as to difdain all Afliftance, or 
defy all Trouble in that Hour. I endeavour to hide my- 
fclf, and CO make my Exit by Stealth, not thro' Fear, but 
by Art. I do not intend in this A6t of dying to give 
Proof, and make a Shew of my Conftancy. For whom 
ihould I do it ? All the Right and Title I have to Repu- 
tation will then ceafe. I content myfelf with a Death col- 
lefted within itfelf, quiet, folitary, and all my own, 
fuitable to my retired and private Life. Quite contrary 
to the Roman Superftition, where a Man was looked upon 
as unhappy, who died without fpeaking, ^nd that had 
^he Eyes ofdy- ^^^ ^^ neareft Relations to clofe his Eyes. 
ing Pfrfins I have enough to do to comfort myfelf, 
c/o/ei/ by their without giving myfelf the Trouble of confol- 
nearejl Rela- jj^g others ; too many Thoughts in my Head, 
'*^* to need that Circumftances fhould pofieft 

me with new; and Matter enough to entertain myfelf 
withal without borrowing. This critical Minute is 
out of the Share of Society, *tis the Adt of one fin^e 
Perfon. Let us live, and be merry amongft our Friends, 
let us go among Strangers to repine and die, A Man 
may find thofe for his Money that will fliift his Pillow, and 
rub his Feet, and trouble him no more than he would have 
them ; who will prefent him with an indifferent Coun- 
tenance, and fuffer him to govern himfelf, and to com- 
plain according to his own Method. I wean myfelf daily 
by my Reafon from this childifli and inhumane Humour, 
of defiring by our Sufferings to move the Compaflion and 
Mourning of our Friends. We ftretch our Inconvenien- 
cies beyond their juft Extent when we extract Tcaff 
from them, and the Conftancy in which wc commend- 
every one who fupports his own adverfe Fortune, we ac- 
cufe and reproach in our Friends when the cafe is our own •, 
we are not fatisfied that they fhould be fenfible of our Con- 
dition only, unlefs they be moreover afflidbed. A Man 3 
Ihould extend his Joy, but as much as he can, contraft his 

Grief: 
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Grief: He that makes hin^felf lamented without Rea- 
fon, is a Man not to be lamented when there fhall 
be real Caufe. To be always complaining, is the 
way never to be lamented j and he who too often 
calls for Pity, is never commilerated by any. He that 
feigns himfelf dying when he is alive, is fubjeft to be 
thought likely to live when he is dying. I have feen 
ibme, who have taken it in Dudgeon when they have 
been told that they looked well, and that their Pulfe was 
regular, who refrained Laughter, becaufe it betrayed a 
Recovery, and hated Health, becaufe it was not to be la- 
mented : And which is much worfe , they were not 
Women neither. I defcribe my Infirmities, ' M'-arnhg'vity 
but fuch as they really are, at moft, and imfroptr abcut 
avoid all ominous ExprefTions and formal fi':kPirfi.n!. 
Exclamations. If not IVlirth, at leaft a fedate Countenance 
in the Standers-by, is proper in the Prefence of a Wife ficlc 
Man. He does not quarrel with Health, for feeing him- 
felf in a contrary Condition. He isplealed to contemplate 
it Ibund and iniire in others, and to enjoy it at lean: for 
Company. He does not, becaufe he feels himfelf melt 
away, abandon all Thoughts of Life, nor avoid common 
Converfation. I am inclinable to ftudy Sickncfs whilft I 
am well J when it has feized me it will make its Impref- 
fion real enough, without the Help of my Imagination. 
We prepare ourfclves before-hand for the journey we un? 
dertake and refolve upon ; we leave the Appointment of 
the Hour when to take Horfe, to the Company, and in 
their Favour defer it, 1 find this unexpefted Advantage 
in the Publication of my Manners, that it in fome ibrt 
ferves me for a Rule. I have fometimes fome Confide- 
ration of not betraying the Hiftory of my Life. This 
public Declaration obliges me to keep on my way, and 
and not to give the Lye to the Image I have drawn of my 
Qualities, commonly lefs deformed and contradi<5ted than 
the Malignity and Infirmity of the Judgments of this Age 
would have them. The Uniformity and Simplicity of 
my Manners produce a Face of eafy Interpretation, but 
becaufe the Fafliion is a little new, and unaccuftomcd, it 
gives great Opportunity to flander. Y«t fo it is, that 
Vol. lU. S whoever 
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whoever will go about juftly to injure me, I do think I 
fo aflift his Malice by my known and avowed Imperfec- 
tions, that he may tliat way glut his Ill-nature, without 
Ikirniilhing with the Wind. If I myfelf, to prevent the Ac-« 
cufation and Difcovery, confefs enough to make his. Satyr 
toothlefs, as he conceives, he is welcome to make ufe of his 
Right of Amplification, and Extenfion 5 (Offence has its 
Rights beyond Juftice j ) and let him make the Roots of 
thole Vices I have laid open to him fhoot up into Trees : 
Let him make his Ufe, not only of thofe I am really in- 
fcfted with, but alfo of thofe that only threaten me ; in- 
jurious Vices both in Quality and Number. Let him 
cudgel me that way. I fhould willingly follow the Ex- 
ample of the Philofopher Bion *. Antigonus being about 
to reproach him with the Meanneis of his Birth, he pre- 
fently cut him fliort, with this Declaration -f", / am^ iaid 
he, the Son of a Slave^ a Butcher^ and ftigmatizedj and of 
a Whore ^ my Father married in the loweft of bis Forttmey 
who both of them were chaftized for fome MSf demeanour. An 
Orator bought me^ when a Childj and fining me a pretty 
and a forward Boy^ bred me upj and when he died left me m 
his Eftatey which I have brought into this City of Athens, 
and here fettled my f elf to the Jludy of Philofophy. Let the 
Hiftorians never trouble themfelves with inquiring after 
me. I fhall tell them what I am 5 and a free and gener- 
ous Confeffion enervates Reproach, and difarms Slander. 
So it is, that all things confidered, I fancy Men as oft 
commend, as undervalue me beyond reafon. And mc* 
thinks alfo, from my Infancy, they have given me a 
Place, in rank and degree of Honour, rather above than 
below my Right. I fhould find myfelf more at cafe, 
in a Country where thefe Degrees were either regu- 
lated or not regarded. Amongft Men, when the Dif- 
ference about the Precedency either of walking or 
fitting exceeds three Replies, 'us reputed uncivil 1 ne- 
ver flick at giving, or taking place out of Rule, to avoid 
the Trouble of Ceremony. And never denied Pre- 

* Not Dion as it is in all the Editions of Monfaigw^ as well as 
Mr. Cottons Tranflation, + Dhgeaes Laettm in the Life of 

Bion^ lib. iv. Sedl. 46. 
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cedency to any Man who afFedted it. Befides this Profit 
I reap from writing of myfelf, I have alfo hoped for this 
other Advantage, that if it ftiould fall out that my Hu- 
mour fliould pleafe, or jump, with thofe of fome honeft 
Man, before I die, he would then defire, and feek to be 
acquainted with me. I have given him a great deal of 
Space ; for all that he could have in many Years acquir- 
ed by a long Acquaintance and Familiarity, he has feen in 
three Days in this Regifter, and more furely and exaftly 
fet down. A pleafant Fancy : Many Things that I would 
not confeft to any one in particular, I deliver to the Pub- 
lick 5 and refer my beft Friends to a Bookfeller's Shop, to 
know what are my moft fecret Attainments and 
Thoughts. 

Excutienda damns pracordia *. 

Fain would the Mufe lay open to thy Teft, 
Each latent Thought, each winding of my Breaft,' 

Had I by luch plain Tokens known where to have fought 
for any one proper for my Converfation, I fhould certainly 
have gone a great way to find him : For the Sweetnefs of 
fuitable and agreeable Company, cannot, in my Opinion, 
be bought too dear. Oh! What a rare 
Thing Is a Friend ! How true is that old ^X.^:^' 
Saying, J'bat the Ufe of a Friend is more a friend is. 
jieafing and necejfary than the Elements of Wa- 
ter and Fire ! To return to my Subjedt ; there is then no 
great Harm in dying privately, and far from home. And 
we think it a Duty to retire for natural Aftions not 
fo difagreeable nor terrible as this. But moreover, 
fuch as are reduced to fpin out a long languifhing Life, 
ought not perhaps to wi(h to incumber a great Family 
with their continual Miferies. Therefore the Indians^ in 
a certain Province, thought it juft to difpatch a Man, 

♦ Per/. Sat. 5. v. 22. 
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when reduced to fuch a Neceffity : And in another of 
their Provinces they all forfook him, to fhift for himfetf 
as well as he could. To whom do they not at leaft be- 
come irkfom, tedious and infupportable ? You teach your 
beft Frifends to be cruel in fpite of them ; hardening Wo- 
men and Children by long Ufagc, neither to lament, nor 
to regard your Sufferings. The Groans extorted from me 
by the Stone, are not now regarded by any-body. And 
though we fhould extradt fome Pleafure from their Con- 
verfation, (which does not always happen, by reafbn of 
the Difparity of Conditions, which eaiily b^ets Con- 
tempt or Envy toward any one whatever) is it not too 
much to be troublefome all the Days of a Man's Life ? 
The more I fhould fee them ftrain out of real Affeftion 
to be ferviceable to me, the more I fhould be fbrry for 
their Pains. We are allowed to lean, but not to lay our 
whole Weight upon others, fo as to prop ourfelves by 
their Ruin. Like him who caufed little ChUdrens Throats 
to be cut, to make ufe of their Blood for the Cure of a 
certain Difeafe he had : Or that other, who was conti- 
nually fupplied with tender young Girls, to keep his old 
Limbs warm in the Night, and to mix the Sweetneis of 
theirs with his four and flinking Breath. Decrepit old 
Age is a folitary Quality. I am fociable even to excefs 5 
yet I think it re^fonable that I fhould now withdraw my 
Ailments from the Sight of the World, and keep them 
to myitii. Let me fhrink and draw up myfclf^like a 
Tortoife. I learn to vifit Men without hanging upon 
them ; I fliould endanger them in fo fleep a Paflage. . ft 
is now time to turn my back to Company. 

Montaigne*/ ^"^ ^^ ^^^^^ Travels you may be furprized ^ 

Friparatians with Sickncfs in fome wretched Cot or J 

•^'^ « ^'^-^ Hovel, where nothing can be had to relieve I 

to Deat • y^y . J 2\^2i,ys carry moft Things neceflarf i 

with iTie ; and befides, we cannot evade Fortune, or efcapc 1 
JFate, if it once refolvc to attack us. I need nothing extra- ] 
ordinary whei> I am fick. I will not be beholden to my - 
Bolus to do that for me which Nature cannot. At di 
very Beginning of my Fevers, and Sickneffcs that caft 
me down, whilfl I am yet intire, and but little dif- 

order'd 
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order'd in my Health, I reconcile myfelf to God by the 
laft Chriflian Offices, and find myfelf by fo doing more 
free and lithfom, and have got methinks fo much the bet- 
ter of my Difeafe. And I have ftill lefs need of a Scri- 
vener or Counfellor, than of a Phyfician. What I have 
not fettled of my Affairs when I was in Health, let no 
one expedt I fliould do it when I am fick. Death is what 
I am ever prepared for. 1 durft not fo much as one Day 
defer it. And if nothing be done, 'tis as much as to fay, 
either that Doubt delayed my Choice, (and fometimes 
'tis well chofen not to choofe) or that I was pofitively 
refolved not to do any thing at all. I write my Book 
for few Men, and for few Years. Had it been a Matter 
of Duration, it fhould have been put into a more 
durable Language ; for according to the continual Va- 
riation that ours has to this Day been fubjed to, who can 
expeft that the prefent Stile fhould be in ufe fifty Years 
hence ? It flips every Day through our Fingers, and 
fince I was born is altered one half. We fay that it is 
now perfeft \ and every Age fays the fame of the Lan- 
guage then ipoken : But I fhall hardly truft to that, {o 
long as it varies and changes as it does *. 'Tis for good 
and ufeful Writings to rivet it to them, and its Reputa- 
tion will rife or fall with the Fortune of our State. For 
which Reafon, I am not afraid to infert in it libveral pri- 
vate Articles, which will fpend their Ufe amongft the 
Men that are^ now living, and that concern the particu- 
lar Knowledge of fome who will fee further into them 
than every common Reader. I will not after all, as I ofi: hear 
dead Men's Memories worried, that Men fhould fay of 
ine, }Ie judged and lived fo and fo 3 he would have done 

* There are in Montaigne fo many folid Thoughts^and fo agreeably ex- 
prefled. Paintings fo jufl, lively* and natural, that his Book will be read 
and regarded as long as the French Language (hall laft, how different 
ibever oe the Turn of it from what it had in his Time ; which, though 
it be already So different, the Effays have loft nothing of their former 
Credit with Men of a good Tafte, who love Study, and to make aa 
Advantage of the Difcoveries to which they are naturally led by fuch 
Study. This will be an xnexhauAible Source, from which they will al- 
ways draw with Pleafure. 
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this or that J could be have /poke when be was dyings be wotdd 
have faid fo or fo^ and have given this Thing or f other ; I 
knew him better than any. Now, as much as Decency 
permits, I here difcover my Inclinations and Affedlions ; 
but I do it more willingly and freely by word of Mouth, 
to any one who defires to be informed. So it is, that in 
thefe Memoirs, if any obferve, he will find, that I have 
either told, or defigned to tell all. What I cannot cx- 
prcfs, I point out with my Finger. 

Verum animo fatis hac veftigia parva fagad 
Suntj per ^tue pojfts cognofcere catera tute *• 

But by theie Foot-fteps a fagacious Mind 
May certainly all other Matters find. 

I leave nothing to be defired, or to be guefled at con- 
cerning me. If People muft be talking of me, I would 
have it to be juftly and truly. I would come again widi 
iall my Heart from the other World, to give any one the 
Lrie that fhould report me other than I was, though he 
did it to honour me. I perceive that People reprefent, 
even living Men, quite another Thing than wnat they 
really are : And had I not ftoutly defended a Friena, 
whom I have loft, they would have reprefented him to 
me in a thoufand contrary Shapes. 
What Kind cf /To conclude the Account of my fi^ 
'Death relijhed Humours, I do confefs, that in my Travel, 
^* I feldom come to my Quarters, but it runs 

in my Mind whether I could like to be fick, and diethere; 
I wifh to be lodged in fome private part of the Houfe, 
remote from all Noife, and Naftinefs, not fmoaky, nor 
clofe. I aim to footh Death by thefe frivolous Circum- 
ilances ; or to fay better, to difcharge myfelf from all 
other Incumbrances, that I may have nothing to do, but 
to wait for an Event which will be enough to weigh mc 

?* Lucret, lib. i. v. 403, 
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down ^dthout any other Load. I would have my Death 
fhare with my Life in Eafe and Convenience -, *tis a great 
Lump of it, and of Importance, and hope it will not 
now contradict what is paft. Death has fome Forms that 
arc more eafy than others, and aflUmes divers Qualities, 
according to every one's Fancy. Amongft the natural 
Deaths, thofe that proceed from Weaknefs and a Stupor, 
I think the moft favourable : Amongft thofe that are vio- 
lent, I dread a Precipice worfe than the Fall of Ruins, 
that would crufti me in a Moment ; and think worfe to 
be killed by a Sword than to be fhot : I ihould rather have 
chofen to poifon myfclf with Socrates^ than ftab myfelf 
with Cato. And though it be the fame thing, yet my 
Imagination makes as wide a Difference as betwixt Death 
and Life, to throw myfelf into a fiery Furnace, or plunge 
into the Channel of a fmooth River : So idly does our 
Fear more concern itfelf for the Means than the Ef- 
fedt. It is but a Moment, 'tis true, but withal, a 
Moment of fuch Weight, that I would willingly give 
many Days of my Life to fhoot the Gulf after my 
own Way. Since every one's Imagination renders it 
more or lefs terrible, and fince every one has fome Choice 
amongft the feveral Forms of dying, let us try a little 
further, to find fome one that is wholly clear from all 
Irkfomnefs. Might not one render it even pleafant, as 
they did * who were Companions in Death with Anthony 
and Cleopatra ? I fet afide the fevere and exemplary Ef- 
forts produced by Philofophy and Religion. But amongft 
Men of low Rank, fuch as a Petronius -f , and a Tigillinus 
at Rime J, there have been found Men condemned to 
dilpatch themfelves, who have as it were lulled Death 
afleep with the Delicacy of their Preparations ; they have 
made it flip and fteal away, even in the Height of their 
accuftomed Diverfions, amongft Whores and good Fel- 
lows. There is not a Word of Confolation, no mention 
of making a Will, no ambitious Affeftation of Conftancy 
DO Talk of their future State, amongft Sports, Feafts 

* Plutarch in the VX^of Mark jintbony^ C ij. f Tac'U. An* 

l^al. lib. xvi* c. 19. t Tio^aV. Hift. lib.i. c. 71. 
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Wit and Mirth, Table-talk, Mufic, and amorous Verfcs. 
Is it not poffible for us to imitate this Refolution after a 
more decent Manner ? Since there are Deaths that arc fit 
for Fools, and fit for the Wife, let us find out fuch as arc 
fit for thofe who are betwixt both. My Imagination fug- 
gefts to me one that is eafy, and fince we muft die, one 
that is alfo to be defired. The Roman Tyrants thought 
7he Mannef- of ^^1 ^^^ ^^ ^ Manner give a criminal Life, 
djingleft to when they gave him the Choice of his 
theChoici of Death. But was not ^beophraftus^ that Phi- 
Cnmnals by Jofophcr, fo delicatc, fo modeft, and fo wife, 
yrants. compelled by Reafon, when he durft repeat 
this Verfe tranflated by Ctcero ? 

Vitam regit fortuna^ non fapientia *. 
- jfortune, not Wifdom, human Life doth fway. 

i?orttine is affifting to the Facility of the Progrefs of ray 
Life ; having placed it in fuch a Condition, that fof the fix- 
ture it can be no Advantage nor Hindrance to me; *Tis 
a Condition that I would have accepted alt any Stxgt 
of my Life : But now that I am packing up my Baggage^ 
^nd marching ofi^, I am particulatly pleated, that in djr- 
ing I fhall neither leave them merry, nor fdrry ; fhe has 
fo ordered it by a cunning Compenfation, that they who 
may pretend to ^ny confiderable Advantage by my Death, 
ivill at the fame time fuftain a material Inconvenience. 
Death fometimes is more grievous to us, in that it ii 
grievous to others, and interefts us in their Intereft as 
much as in our own, and fometimes more. 
Bis Method cf /l" this Convcniency of Quarters t^hich 
^ra^elling. Y defire, I am for nothing pompous and i 

fumptuous, I hate it rather ; but am for a 
certain plain Neatnefs, which is often found in Places 
Where there is lefs of Art, and which Nature has adorned 

♦ C?f , 7ufc^ lib, V, c. 9. 
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with fome Grace that is altogether her own. Nvn arnpUteri 
fedmunditerconvivium. Plus falls quamfumptus*, i.e. I love a 
Feafi that is elegant rather than abundant^ in which there is more 
Savor than Superfluity. As for thofe whofe Affairs compel them 
to travel in the Winter-feafon through the Grifons Country, 
they muft expefi: to be reduced to Extremity upon the 
Road. I, who' for the moft part travel for my Pleafure, 
do not order my Affairs fo ill. If the Way be foul on 
my Right-Handi I turn on my Left ; if I find myfelf unfit 
to ride,v I ftay where I am : And really when I do fo, I fee 
nothing that is not as pleafant and commodious as my 
own Houfe. *Tis true, that I always think Superfluity 
fuperfluous, and obferve a kind of Trouble even in Deli- 
cacy and Abundance. Have I left any-thing behind me 
unfeen, I go back to fee it ; I am never out of my Way. 
I trace no certain Line, either ftraight or crooked. If I 
do not find in the Place to which I go what was reported 
to me, as it oft falls out that the Judgments of others do 
not jump, with mine, and that I have found them for the 
moft part wrong ; I never complain of lofing my La- 
bour : I have at leaft informed myfelf that what they told 
mc was not there. I have a Conftitution of Body as free, 
and a Palate as indifferent as any Man living. 

The different Fafhions of feveral Nations r/^ ^^,^«.^ 
no further concern me than the mere Plea-- itattd him/elf 
furc of Variety. Every Ufage has its Rea- to the different 
fcn. Be the Plate and Difhes, Pewter, Wood, Sll7 J^f^^ 
or Earth, my Meat boiled or roafted, fii^TiauL^ 
let them givie me Butter or Oil, Nuts, or tries be faw. 
Olives, hot, or cold, 'tis all one to me : And 
*tis fo indifferent, that growing old, I accufe this generous 
Faculty, and have need that Delicacy and Choice Ihould 
correft the Indifcretion of my Appetite, and fometimes 
relieve my Stomach. When I have been abroad out of 
France^ and the People in Civility have afked me, if 1 
Would be ferved after the French Manner, I laughed at 
the Queftion, and always frequented Tables the moft fil- 
led with Strangers. I am afhamed to fee my Country- 

♦ Cor. Nefis in vita Pompon, Attic » C. I $• . 

men 
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men beibtted with this foolifh Humour of quarrelling 
with Forms contrary to their own. They feem to be out 
of their Element, when out of their own Village. Wherc- 
cver they go, they keep ftriftly to their own Falhions^ 
and abominate thofe of Foreigners. If they meet with 
one of their own Country in Hungary ; they hail the happy 
Day. They renew their Acquaintance ; they cling to- 
gether, and rail at the barbarous Manners they (ee there. 
And why not barbarous, fined they are not French ? And 
thofe are reckoned to have made the beft Ufe of their 
Travels, who rail moft at what they have feen ; and indeed 
moft of them return no wifer than they went. In their 
^Travels very clofe and referved, with a filent and incom- 
municable Prudence, preferving themfelves from the Con- 
tagion of an unknown Air. What I am faying of them, 
puts me in mind of fomething like it, which I have ibme- 
times obferved infome of our young Courtiers, who will 
not mix with any but thoie of their own Clafs ; and 
look upon us as Men of another World, with Difdain or 
Pity. Put them upon any Difcourfe but the Intrigues of 
the Court, and they arc utterly at a lofs ; as very Block* 
heads and Novices to us, as we are to them. And 'tis 
truly faid, that a well-bred Man is of a compound Edu- 
cation. I, on the contrary, travel very much fated with 
our own Fafhions ; not to look for Gafcons in Sicifyj I \ 
have left enough of them at home : I rather feek for \ 
Creeks and Perjians ; they are the Men 1 want to be ac- 
quainted with, and the Men I ftudy j *tis with them that 
I beftow and employ myfelf : And, which is more, I 
fancy that I have met but with few Cuftoms that are not 
as good as our own. I have not, I confefs, travelled 
very far ; fcarce out of the Sight of the Fanes of my 
own Houfe ! 

Be feldom join- As to the reft, moft of the accidental 
^4 Company Company a Man falls into upon the Road, 
vpcHtheRoad. giyg j^ij^ more Trouble than Pleafure; I 
wave them as much as I civilly can, elpecially now that 
Age feems in fome fort to privilege and fequeftcr me 
from the common Forms. You fuffer for others, or 
others fuffer for you j both of them Inconvenicncies of 

Impoi: 
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Importance enough^ but the latter appears to me the 
greater, 

'Tis a rare Fortune, but of ineftimable Worthy Men a 
Solace, to have a worthy Man, one of a found great Relief in, 
Judgment, arid of a Temper conformable "^^a^veL 
to your own, who takes a delight to bear your Company. 
I have been at a very great Lofs for one in all my Tra- 
vels. But fuch a Companion fhould be chofe, and taken 
with you from your firft fetdng out. There can be no 
Pleafure to me without Communication : There is not fo 
much as a fpritely Thought comes into my Mind, which 
it does not grieve me to have produced alone, without 
one to communicate it to. Si cum bac exceptione detur fa- 
pientia^ ut illam iuclufam teneam^ nee enunciemy rejiciam *. 
ff fVifdom were conferred with this Condition^ that I muft 
Keep it to tnyfelfy and not communicate it to others^ I would 
reptfe it. . This other has ftrained it one Note higher : 
iSr contigerit ea vita fapienti^ ut omnium rerum affiuentibus 
copiisj quamvis omnia^ qu^e cognitione digna funt^ fummo otio 
fecmn ipfe confideret^ (^ contempletur^ tamenft folitudo tan- 
ta fit J ut hominem videre non pojit, excedat i vita f. If 
fuch a Condition of life fhould happen to a wife Man^ that in 
the greateft Plenty of all ConveniencieSj he might at the moji 
unMfturhed Leifure^ conftder^ and contemplate all things worth 
the knowings yet if his Solitude muft be fuch that he muft not 
fee a Man^ he had much better quit Life J. I approve of ^- 
cbitafs (pinion, when he faid. That it would be unplea- 
fent, even in Heaven itfelf, to furvey the Glory of thofe 

Sreat and divine celeftial Bodies without a Companion, 
ut yet it is much better to be alone, than in foolifh and 
troublefome Company. Ariftippus loved to live as 4 
Stranger in all Places : 
t ■ 

M^a fi fata meis paterentur ducere vitam 
Jjufpiciis ||. 

* Seneca, Epift. 6. f Cicero de Offic. lib. i. c, 43. J Cicero 

d^aflliciti»> ^.23* II ^neid, lib. iv, ¥• ^40. 

But 
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But if the Fates would fo propitious be, 
' To let me live at my own Liberty, 

1 (hould chufe to pafs away the greatcft part of irly Life 
on Horfe-back/ 



^vifere geftiensy 



^a parte debaccbentur ignes 
§ua nebtiU pluviique rores *. 

To view the StOfes Of Snow arid Hail, 
And where exceffive Heats prevail. 

Jrgumenfs/or ' Jut it may be aOced, Have you Hot mort 
diverting * cafy Diverfions at home ? What do you 

MontiigncV * there want ? Is not your Houfe fituated 
Pifjfionfir 4 jjj a f^^i- 3j^ healthful Air, fiifficiendy 
Vravti. c furniflied, and more than fufiiciently large ? 

* The Royal Majefly has more than once been entertained 
^ there with all his Pomp, Are there not more below 

* your Family in good Government, than there are above 

* it in Eminence ? Is there any local Thought which is 

* extraordinary, and indigeflible, that afflids you ? 

Siua te nunccoquaty &? vexet fuhpeSiora fixa +? 

That now lies broiling in thy troubled Breaft, 
And ne*er will fufFfer thee to be at reft ? 

* Where do you think to live without Moleftation and 

* Difturbance ? Nunquam Jtnrpliciter fortuna inJulget J. 

* ^he Favours of Fortune are always mixed with fim 

* GalL You fee then, it is only you that trouble your- 

• Horat. lib. iii. Ode 3. v. 54. i^c. f OV, dc Sened. cx Eni^. i 
J Curtiuf lib. iv. c. J4. 



Ch.IX.- OfVanttf. '269 

felf, and that you every-where follow yourfelf, and 
every- where complain ; for there is no SatisfadHon here 
below, but for Souls that are either brutilh or divine. He, 
who in fo juft an Occafion has no Contentment, where 
will he think to find it ? How many Millions of Men 
would be content to be in fuch a Condition as yours ? 
Do but reform yourfelf ; for that is wholly in your own 
Power-, whereas you have no other Right, but Pa- 
tience towards Fortune. Nulla placida quies ejiy niji 
quam ratio compofuit *. i. e. TCbere is noperfeSi Tranquility but 
what is produced by Reafon. 
I fee the Reafon of this Remonftrance, and ne Anfnver to 
I fee it perfeftly well ; but it would have tho/e Jrgu- 
been more laconic, and more pertinent, to '^^'^^^^ 
bid me in one Word, Be wife. This Refolution is beyond 
Wifdom, 'tis her Work and Produdt. Thus the Phyfi- 
dan Ues preaching to a poor languifhing Patient to be 
diearful, but he would advife him a litde more difcreetly 
in ^ Udding him be well. For my part, I am but a Man 
of the comnK)n Sort. 'Tis a wholefome Precept, certain, 
and cafy to be underftood. Be content with what you bave^ 
that is to lay, with Reaibn : And yet to follow this Ad- 
vice, is no more in the Power of the wifeft Men than in 
mine. 'Tis a common Saying, but of a terrible Extent : 
What does it not comprehend ? All Things faU undey 
Difcredon and Qualification. / I know very well, that in 
the literal Senfe, this Pleafurc of travelling is a Teftimony 
of Uneafinefs and Irrefolutioq 5 therefore thefe two are 
our governing and predominating Qualities. Yes, I do 
conteis they are : I fee nothing, not fo much as in a 
Dream, and in a Wifh, whereon I conid fet up my Reft ; 
L Variety only, and the Pofleflion of Diverfity, can fatisfy 
tme^ if any thing can. In travelling, it pleafes me that I 
IWay ftay where I like without Inconveriience, and that I 
fiave wlirewithal commodioufly to divert myfelf. I love 
a private Life, becaufe *tis my own Choice that I love it, 
not from any Diflike of the public Way of living, which 

• Seneca^ Epift. 56. 

perad- 
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reradventure is as much according to my Complexion, 
ferve my Prince by it more chearfiilly, becaufe it is by 
the free Rcfledtion of my own Judgment and Reafoni 
without any particular Obligation; and that I am not 
compelled fo to do, for being rejedtcd or difliked by the 
other Party ; and fo of all the reft, I hate the Morfels 
that Neceflity carves for me. I fliould think that any 
Convenience upon which I were only to depend, would 
ftick in my Throat : 

Jlter remus aquasy aUer mbi radat arenas *. 

XiCt me in Water plunge one Oar, 
And with the other rake the Shore. 

One Cord will never hold me faft enough. You will fay 
there is Vanity in fuch an Amufement. But where is there 
not ? And thefe fine Precepts are Vanity, and all WiiSom 
IS Vanity. Dotninus novit cogitationes fapietUium^ quomam 
vana funt. ^be Lord knoweth the thoughts of the Wtft 
that they are vain -f-. Thefe exquifite Subtilticsarc only fit 
for the Pulpit. They are Difcourfes that will fend us all 
fadled into the other World, Life is a material and cor* 
poral Motion, an A£tion iniperfedb and irregular of ia 
own proper Effence ; I make it my Bufinefs to ferve it ac- 
cording as it is. 

^ifque fuos patimur manes J. 
We are all punifli'd for our proper Crimes. 

Sic eft faciendum^ ut contra naturam univerjam nihil conten* 
damns : Ea tamen confervata^ propriam fequamur (|, Wi 



• 



Prop. hb. ui. Eleg. 3. v. 23. f P/alm xciv. v. 11. i &- 

rinth. 111. V. 2p. X JSmid. vi. v. 743, | Garode Offic 

lib. i. c. 31. 
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muft fo order itj as iy no means to contend againft unrverfal 
Nature ; l^ut yety that Rule being obferved^ to conform to our 
ewn. To what end are thefe fublime Points of Philofb- 
phy, upon which no human Being can fettle ? And 
thofe Rules that exceed both our Ufe and Force : 

I often fee that we have Ideas of Life fet philofophicai 
before us, which neither the Propofer, nor Remonjirtmces 
thofe that hear him, have any manner of T^l^^J^^tj^'^ 
Hope, nor which is more, of Inclination, ^ \hem"ls% 
to follow. Of the fame Sheet of Paper tb$ Perfiu to. 
whereon the Judge has but juft writ a Sen- nuhomtbey are 
tence againft an Adulterer, he fteals a piece ^'*^^- 
whereon to write a Love-letter to his Companion's Wife. 
She with whom you had but juft now an illicit Commerce^ 
will prefently, even in your own hearing, exclaim more 
loudly againft the fame Fault in her Companion, than a 
PorHa. And fuch there are, who will condemn Men to 
Death for Crimes that they do not themfelves repute {o 
much as Faults. J have in my Youth feen a Gentleman 
with one Hand prefent the People with Verfes that ex- 
celled both in Wit and Debauchery, and with the other, 
at the fame time, the moft quarrelfome theological Refor- 
mation that the World has been teazed with thefe many 
Years. Men proceed at this Rate ; we let the Laws and 
Precepts take their courfe -, ourfelves keep another ; not 
only by Debauchery of Manners, but often by Judgment 
and contrary Opinion. Do but hear a Philofophical Lec- 
ture ; the Invention, Eloquence, and Pertinency imme- 
diately ftrike upon your Mind, and move you ; there is 
nothing that either pricks or ftings your Confcience ; 'tis 
not to it that they addrefs. Is not this true ? This made. 
Arijlo fay, that neither a Bath nor a Ledhire fignified any 
thing, unlefs they fcowred and made Men clean *. One 
may ftop at the outward Skin ; but *tis after the Marrow 
is pikt out : As after having quaft off the good Liquor 
in a fine Bowl, we confider the Graving and Work- 
manfhip. In all the Schools of antient Philofophy this is 
to be found, that the fame PhUpfophy-Reader there 

^ Plutarch in his Trcatife of Hiaring^ c. 8. 
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publiflies the Rules of Temperance, and at the lame time 
reads Leftures of Love and Wantonnefs. «And XenopboHj 
even in the Bofom of CliniaSy writ againft^the jirriftippicl 
Virtue, *Tis not that there is any miraculous Converfion 
in it that makes them thus wavering, but 'tis as Solon reprc- 
fents himfelf, fometimes in his own Perfon, and fometimes 
in that of a Legiflator. One while he ipeaks for the 
Crowd, and another for himfelf; taking the free and na- 
tural Rujes for his own Share, affuring himfelf of intire 
Health and Vigour. 

Curentur duhii medicis tnajorihus agri *, 
A defpVate Wound muft fkilful Hands employ. 

A 'Wife Man Antiftbenes allowed a yn^t Man to be in 

prmittedto love -fj and do whatever he law oppor- 
Ifyue. mn^^ without regard to the Laws ; foraf- 

much as he was better advifed than they, and had a greater 
Knowledge of Virtue J. His Difciple Diogenes laid, that 
Men to Perturbations were to oppofe Reafon, to Fortune 
Confidence, and to the Laws Nature. . For tender Sto- 
machs, forced and artificial Recipes muft be prefcribed: 
Strong Stomachs ferve themfelves funply with the Pre- 
fcriptions of their own natural Appetite, After this 
manner do our Phyficians proceed, who eat Melons, and 
drink iced Wines, whilft they confine their Patients to Sy- 
rup and Panada. I know not, faid the Courtezan Lais^ 
what they mean by their Books, their Wifdom and Phi- 
lofophy, but thofe Men knock as oft at my Door as any 
other. In as much as our Licentioufnefs always carries us 
beyond what is lawful and allowed. Men have often 
ftretched the Precepts and Rules of Life beyond the uni' 
Yerfal Reafon. 

* Jwven, Sat. 13. V. 124. t 0'<?^. Laert, in the Life of jtoi/iii' 
ties, lib. vi. Seft. 11. J Idem, in the Life of DicigineSf lib.vL 

Se^l, 38. 

Nem 



Ch. IX. Of Vanity, 273 

Nemo fatis credit tantum delinquere quantum . 

Permittas ' *. 

The wretched Sinner always is in queft 

Of Crimes unpafbis'd^ Pleafures unpoflefs^df 

* • 

It were to be wifhed, that there were more Proportion be- 
twixt . the Command and the Obedience, and the Mark 
feems to be unjuft to which one cannot attain. There is 
no Man fo good, but if he meafure all his Thoughts and 
Anions by the Laws, he will find he has deferved hanging 
ten times in his Life \ and at the fame time it might bf 
great pity and very unjuft to punifh and ruin him» 



> y i < i 



•OZJf, quid ad fe 



De eule quid faciat ilk vel ilia fua -f ? 

OZ/of, what matters it to thee 
What; with their Skin does he or flje ? 

And fuch a one there may be, as has no way offended the 
Laws, who neverthelefs would not deferve the Charafter 
of a virtuous Man, and whom Philofophy would juftly 
condemn to be whipt ; fb unequal and perplexed is this 
Relation. We iwe fo fer from being good Men, accord- 
ing to the Laws of God, that we cannot be fo according 
to our own. Human Wifdom could never yet arrive at 
the Duties it had prefcribed to itielf ; and could it arrive 
thereto, it would prefcribe itfelf others beyond it, to which 
it would ever afpire and pretend : So great an Enemy to 
Confiflency is our human Condition. Man enjoins him- 
felf to be necefTarily in Fault. He is not very difcreet to 
cut out his own Duty by the Meafure of any other Being 
than his own. To whom does he prefcribe that which he 
does not expedtany one can perform ? Is he unjuft in no( 

• 

* Juvtm. Sat, 14. T. 333» f Mttrt^ lib. vii. Ep'. 9. v. i> £• 
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doing what is impoflible for him to do ? The Liaws, by 
Avhoie Sentence we are not able, condemn us for not being 
able. 

Montaigne ^^ ^^ worft this difagreeable Liberty of 

is obliged to prefenting themfelves two feveral Ways, the 
more Exuiinejs Aftions after onc manner, and the Dif- 
than tkofe nx;ho courfcs after another way, may be allowed 
%7lr£Tn ^o thofe who fpeak of Things ; but it can- 
the Charaaer not be allowed to thofe who fpeak them' 
he attempts to felves, as I do. I muft march my Pen as I 
Uranvcfhim- ^q j^iy Feet. The common Life ought to 
^^' have a Relation to other Lives. The Virtue 

of Cato was vigorous beyond the Reafon of the Age he 
lived in, and for a Man who undertook to govern others^ 
as being devoted to the public Service, this might be 
called a Juftice, if not unjuft, at leaft vain, and out of 
Seafon. Even my own Manners, which diflfer fcarce an 
Inch from thofe that are current amongft us, do yet ren- 
der me at my Age a little rough and unfociable, . I know 
not whether it be without Reafon that I am difgufted with 
the Company I frequent, but I know very well that it 
would be without Reafon, ftiould I complain of its being 
difgufted with me, feeing I am fo with it. The Virtue 
that is afligned to the Affairs of the World, is a Virtue 
of many Wavings, Corners, and Elbows, to join and » 
^dapp itlelf to human Frailty \ sl Virtue mixed and artifi- ( 
ciali not ftrait, clean, conftant, nor purdy innoccnL 
Our Annals to this very Day reproach one of our King^ 
for fuffering himfelf fimply to be carried away by th^e con- 
fcientious Perfualions of his Confeflbr. A&irs of Sta9 
have bolder Precepts. 

exeal Jtdd^ 
^i vult ejfe fius *. 

Let him who will be Good from Court retim. 

* LHcan^ lib. viii. v. 493« 

I have 
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I have formerly tried to employ in the ^^ ^^^ ^ -^ 
Management of public Affairs, Opinions, finbe Manm^ 
and Rules of living, as rude, new, unpo- gementef public 
lilhed, or unpolluted, as either were bora ^ifi^^A 
with me, or I was formed to from my Educa^ 
tion, and wherewith I ferve my own Turn, if not fo com- 
modioufly, at leaft as fccurely, in my own particular Con- 
cerns : But I have found a fcholaftic and novice Virtue^ 
fbolifh and 4angerous. He that goes into a Crowd, muft 
now go one way, and then another, keep his Elbows glofe, 
retire, or advance, and quit the dired: Way, according to 
what he encounters ; and muft live not fb much according 
to his own Method, as that of others ; not according to 
what .he purpofes to himfelf, but according to whatis pro-^ 
pofed to him, according to the Time, according to Men, 
according to Occalions. Phto fays, that whoever efcapes 
ui>hurt from the World*? handling, efcapes by Miracle j 
Arid he fays withal, that when he appoints his Pbilofof 
pher to be the Head oi 2l Government, he does not meaij 
a corrupt one like that of Athens j and much lefs fuch ^ 
one as this of ours, wherein Wifdom itfelf Would be at 9 
Lofs. And a good Herb tranfplanted into a ftrong Soi| 
very contrary to its own Nature, much fooner conform^ 
itfelf to the Soil, than it reforms the Soil to it. I find, 
that if I were wholly to form niyfelf to fuch Employr 
ments, I n)uil undergo a great deal of change and new 
modelling. And though I could fo far prevail upon my- 
fclf, (and why might I not with Time and Diligence work 
fuch a Feat) I would not do it. By the little Tryal I 
have had of public Employment, it has been fo much 
difguft to me -, I feel by times fome Temptations toward 
Ambition rifing in my Soul, but I obftinatejy oppofj 
them. 

At tUy CatuUe^ ohfiinatus obdura *. 

Sue thou, CatuHus^ hold out to the 1^, 

• Caiul. Efig, 9. V. 19. 
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I am fcldom called to it, and as feldom offer myfelf un- 
called. Liberty and Lazinefs, the Qualities moft predo- 
iiiinant in me, are Qualities diametrically contrary to 
public Employment. We cannot diftinguifli the Facul- 
ties of Men. I'hey have Divifions and Limits hard and 
delicate to choofe. To conclude from the difcreet Con- 
duft of a private Life, a Capacity for the Management 
of public Affairs, is to conclude wrong. A Man may 
govern himlelf well, that cannot govern others fo, and 
compofe Effays that could not work EfFefts. One Man 
may order a Siege well, that cannot marlhal a Battle, and 
another may fpeak well in private, who would not be able 
to harangue a People, or a Prince. Nay, 'tis peradven- 
turJ rather a Teftimony in him who can do the one, that 
he cannot do the other, than otherwife. I find that ele- 
vated Souls are not much more proper for low Things, 
than mean Souls are for high ones. Could it be imagined 
that i>ocrates fhould have adminifter'd Occafion of Laugh- 
ter to the Athenia7is at the Expence of his own Reputa- 
tion, for having never been able to fum up the Votes of his 
Tribe, to deliver it to the Council .? Doubtlefs, the Vene- 
ration I have for the Perfeftions of this great Man, dc- 
ferves that his Fortune (hould furnifh fo magnificent an 
Example for the Excufe of my principal Imperfections. 
Our Sufficiency is cut out into fmall Parcels, mine has 
no Latitude, and is alfo very contemptible in Number* 
Saturninus * faid, to thofe who had conferred upon him 
•the Command in Chief, My Fellow Soldiers you have loft a 
good Captain^ io make hhn a bad General + of an Armf. 
Virtue nj^bicl^ Whoever boafts, in fo fick a Time as this, 

is gtuuini and to employ a true and fincere Virtue in the 
fiucere cannot World*s Scrvicc, Cither he knows not what 
^ ^^^^/* it is. Opinions growing corrupt with Man- 
mentof^Fcor- ^^^5, (and in Truth to hear them defcribe it, 
ruft State. to hear how moft of *em boaft of their De- 
portment, and to fee what Rules they lay 

* One Q^ the thirty Tyrants who rofc in the Time of the Emperor 
CaUan. f Trebeilii Pollionis triginta Tyranni, p. 126. Hift. \ 

downs 
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down ; inftead of painting Virtue, they paint mere Vice 
and Injuftice altogether, and reprefent them in this falfc 
Light in the Education of Princes) or if he does know 
it, boafts unjuftly, and let him fay what he will, does 
a thoufand Things of which his own Confcience accufes 
him, I fhould willingly take Seneca*s Word, of the Ex- 
perience he made of it upon the like Occafion, provided 
he would deal frankly with me. The moft honourable 
Mark of Goodnefs in fuch a Neceflity, is for a Man freely 
to confefs both his own Fault, and thofe of others -, with 
the Power of his Virtue to ftop his Inclination toward 
Evil, unwillingly to follow this Bias, to hope better, and 
to defire better. I perceive that in thefe Difmemberments 
and Divifions wherein we are involved in Frame, every 
one ftrives to defend his Caufe ; even the beft of *em with 
Dilfimulation and Lyes. He that would write roundly 
of the true State of the Quarrel, would write raflily and 
vicioufly. What is the moft juft Party, other than a 
Member of a canker'd and Worm-eaten Body ? But of 
fuch' a Body, the Member that is leaft affefted, is faid to 
be found, and with good Reafon, forafmuch as our Qua^ 
lities have no Title but in Comparifon. The civil Inno- 
cency is mealured according to Times and Places. I fhould 
like to read in Xenophon fuch a Commendation of Jgeji- 
laus \ being intreated by a neighbouring Prince with whom 
he formerly had War, to permit him to pafs through his 
Country •, he granted his Requeft, giving him free Paf- 
fage through the Peloponnefus, and not only did not im- 
prifon or poifon him, when he had him at his Mercy, but 
courteoufly received him according to the Obligation of 
his Promife, without doing him the leaft Injury. To 
fuch Humours as thofe, this was an A&, of no great 
Luftre; elfewhere, and in another Age, the The Students of 
Franknefs and Magnanimity of fuch an Ac- Montague 
tion will be in high Efteem, Our rafcally College in 
Capets ♦ would have laughed at it, fo little ^^"^* 

T 3 does 

* Thefe Capets arc properly the Scholars of Montague-CoI/egizt Pariu 
Ifki/fiojobn atandoficbt of Michlin^ a Do^or of the Sorionm, iettled a 

Fund 
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docs tKc Spartan Innocence refemble that of France. Wc 
are not without virtuous Meri, but they are. according to 
what we repute fo. Whoever has his Manners eftablimed 
in a Regularity above the Standard of the Age he lives 
in, let him either wreft and blunt his Rules ; or, which I 
^ould rather advife him to, let him retij^, and not 
tncddle with us at alL What would he get by it. 

Egregium fanffumque virum Ji cemOj himemhri 
Hoc monftrum puero^ fcf tniranti jamfub aratro 
Pifcibus inventis fc? f(stte comparo muU ** 

To me an honcft Man more Monfter feems 
Than Nature fhews ev'n when a Woman teems 
A Child with two Heads ; than Mules foaling founds 
Or wond'rous Fifhes plow'd out from the Ground. 

A Man may regret that Times are no better, but not fly 
from the prefent ; we may wifh for other Magiftrates, but, 
we muft notwithttanding obey thofe we have ; and pcrad- 
Vcnture *tis more laudable to obey the bad than the good. 
So long as the Image of the antient and received Laws of 
this Monarchy fliall fhine ;n any Comer of the Kingdcxn, 
there will I pitch my Tent. If they unfortunately happen 

f dnd for maintaining in this College 84 SchoIan> in Honour of die 12 
Apollles, and the 72 Difciples of JefusChrift. Thefe Scholars wen 
csOied fo from fhort Cloaks they wore, called Cmpes, And as they wen 
treated very harfhly, both with regard to their Table, and co their Dif- 
cipiine, they were csmrnsaJf fuch low Geniiifes» that the Word Capette 
ivas made ufe of to flgnify a Scholar of the moft contemptifalb Charac- 
ter, a Fool, an Impertinent. Mej:ta:£^ by the Term of ntfcmlfy Cm- 
f€ti intends the fiulk of hisCotcmporahes, who would not have ftiled to 




^ ig on the good 

when his imperial Mi^city pafled through Fraxce in 1540, hare theicfaf 
fignihcd their Opinion, thuc Fmn.-s was very weak in flipping fo fur an 
Opportuuiry of making himfelf Mailer of his moft formidable Eneiay* 
The whole ct :hi$ Note was furniihed me by M. dc la AInrwjrr. 
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tx> thwart and contradidt one another, fb as to produce two 
Fadtions of doubtful and difficult Choice, I fhall moft 
readily chufe to efcape and Ihun the Tempeft. In the 
mean time Nature, or the hazards of War may lend me 
a hand. Betwixt Cafar and Potnpeyy I fhould frankly have 
declared myfelf; but amongft the three Robbers * that 
came after, a Man muft have been neceffitated either to 
hide himfelf or have gone along with the current of the 
Time; which 1 think lawful,, when Reafon no longer 
rules. 

^0 diver fus abis -{- ? 
Whither doft thou wand'ring run ? 

This Farrago is a little wide from my y^^ j^^ ^ ^ 
Subjcdt. 1 go out of my Way, but 'tis nvbyMon- 
rather from a Wantonnefs than Headlefsnefs. taigncy&«r^- 
My Fancies follow one another, but fome- f^f^sl^^ 
times at a great Diftance ; and look towards jg^as ie dm 
one another, but 'tis with an oblique here. 
Glance. I have read a Dialogue of Plato^ 
of a motly and fantaftic Compofition beginning with the 
Subgefl; of Love, and ending with that of Rhetoric. 
They flick not at thefe Variations, and with a marvellous 
Grace let themfelves be carried away at the pleafure of the 
Wind ; or at leafl: to feem as if they were. The Titles 
of my Chapters do not always comprehend the Subjeft^ 
they oft but denote it by fome Mark only, as thoie others, 
jhiiriaj EumcbuSy or thefe, Syliaj Cicero^ ^orquatus. I 
love the Poetic Ramble, by Leaps and Skips ; 'tis an Art, 
as Plaio fays, light, nimble, and a little maddifh. There 
are Pieces in Plutarch j where he forgets his Theme, where 
the Fropofition of his Argument is only found by Inci>» 
dence ; and ftuft throughout with foreign Matter. Do 
but obferve his Progrefs in the Daemon of Socrates. Good 

* O^awuSf Mark Anthony and Lepidus. f JEmU, lib. v« v. i66. 

T 4 God, 
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God, how beautiful then are his Variations and frolickfom 
Sallies, and then moft of all, when they feem to be for- 
tuitous, and introduced for want of he6d. 'Tis the un- 
attentive Reader that lofes my Subjeft, arid ftot I ; there 
will always be found fome Phrafe or other in a Corner that 
is to the purpofe, though it lie very clofe. I ramble in- 
difcreefly and tumultuoufly, my Stile and my Wit wander 
fit the fame rate -, a little Folly is tolerable in him that 
will not be guilty of too much, fay the Precepts, and 
much more the Examples of our Mafters. A thoufand 
Poets flag and creep in the Pfofaic Stile, but the beft old 
Profe, (and I ft row it here up and down indifferently fi)r 
Verfe) fhines throughout, ana has the Luftre, Vigour and 
Boldnefs of Poetry, not without fome Air of its Frenzy ; 
and certainly Profe ought to have the Preheminencc in 
fpeaking. The Poet, fays Plato^ when let upon theJMfc- 
fes Tripodi pours out with Fury whatever comes into his 
Mouth, like the Spout of a Fountain, without co^fide^ 
ing and paufing upon it ; and Things come from him of 
various Colours, of a contrary Subftance, and with an 
uninterrupted Torrent : And all the old Theoloay, (as the 
Learned inform us) as well as the firft Philofophy, arc 
Poefy. *Tis the original Language of the Gods; I 
mean, that the Matter fhould diltinguifl) itfelf ; it fuffici- 
cntly fhews where it changes, where it concludes, where 
it begins, and where it rejoins, without interlacing it with 
Words of Connexion, introduced for the Service of dull 
or inattentive Ears, and without commenting on myfelf. 
Who is there that had not rather not be read at all, than 
after a drowfy or curfory Manner ? Nihil eft tarn utile^ quoi 
in tranfttu profit *. No Work can be profitable, when 
'tis read cuiforily. If to take a Book in hand, were to 
learn it j if to look upon ir, were to confider it ; and w 
run it flightly over, were to make it a Man*s own ; I 
were then to blame to make myfelf altogether fo ignorant 
as I fay I am. Seeing I cannot fix the Attention of my 
.Reader by the Weight of what I write, Mancomale^ lam 
much miftakeny if I ihould chance to do it by pcrplex- 

♦ Seneca^ Eplft. 2. 
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ng Win; nay, he will afterward repent that he ever 
imufed himfelf with it : 'Tis very true, but he will yet 
imufe himftlf with it. And befides^ there are fome Hu- 
nours in which Intelligence produces Difdain : who will 
chink better of me for their not underftanding what I 
[ay, and will conclude the Depth of my Senfe by it's Ob- 
fcurity; which to fpeak fincerely, I mortally hate, and 
(vould avoid, if I knew how. Ariftotle boafts fomewhere 
in his Writings, that he afFefted it ; vicious AfFeftation. 
The frequent Breaks in Chapters that I chofe to make in 
the Beginning of my Book, I have fince thought, broke 
and diflblved the Attention before it was raifed, as making 
it dilclain to fettle and recolledt itfelf to fb little ; and upon 
chat account I have made the reft longer, fuch as require 
Propofitions, and afligned Leifure. In fuch an Employ- 
ment, to whom you will not give an Hour, you give no- 
thing; and do nothing for him, for whom you only do 
whilft you are doing fomething elfe. To which may be 
added, that I have peradventure fome particular Obliga- 
tion to fpeak only by halves, confufedly and inconfiftently. 
I am therefore difpleafed with this impertinent way of talk- 
ing, thcfe extravagant Projefts that trouble Life, and 
thde Opinions fo refin'd, that though they have Truth, I 
think it too dear bought, and too difagreeable. On the 
contrary, I make it my Bufinefs to bring Vanity itfelf in 
Repute, and Folly too, if it bring me any Pleafure ; and 
chufe to follow my own natural Inclinations, without bear- 
ing too ftrift a hand upon them. 

I have feen elfewhere Palaces in rubbifh, HUf articular 
tsA Statues both of Gods and Men defaced, ^^^^^z '^ '^^ 
and yet there are Men ftiU ; all this is true, ^^'y^f^^^^. 
dnd yet for all that, I cannot fo often review the Ruins of 
that fo great and fo powerful City, that I do Meaning 
iiot admire and reverence it. The care of Ro»"e. 
the Dead is recommended to us ; befides I have been bred 
l!ip from my Infancy with thefe People : I had Knowledge 
of the Affairs of Rome long before 1 knew thofe of my own 
Houfe. I knew the Capitol^ and its platform, before I 
incw the Louvre ; and the River Tiber y before the River 

Seine^ 
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Seine. The Qualities and Fortunes of LueuUuSj Metellus, 
and Scipioj have ever run more in my Head than thofe of 
any of my own Countrymen. They are all dead, and fo 
is my Father as abfolutely dead as they, and is removed 
as far from me and Life in eighteen Years, as they are in 
Sixteen Hundred-, whofe Memory, Friendfliip and So- 
ciety, I do neverthelefs cherilh and embrace with a very 
GratiiudetO' pcrfeft and lively Union. Nay, my Hu* 
nuardithi mour is to render myfclf more officious to 

^^'^' the Dead ; they no longer help themfelvfs, : 

ind therefore methinks the more require my AfTiftance : 
'Tis there that Gratitude appears in its due Luflre. Be- 
nefits are not fo generoufly placed where there is Retro- ; 
gradation and Refleftion. Archefilaus * going to vifit 
Oifibius who was fick, and finding him in a very poor 
Condition, privately conveyed fome Money under bis 
Pillow ; and, by concealing it from htm, acquitted him 
moreover from the Acknowledgment due to fuch a Bene- 
fit. Such as have merited from me my Friendihip and 
Gratitude, have never loft them by being no more ; I 
have better and more carefully paid them, when they 
were gone, and ignorant of what 1 did. I fpeak moil af- 
itftionately of my Friends when *tis no longer in their 
Power to know it. I have had a hundred Quarrels inde- 
fending Pernfey^ and for the Caufe of Brutus. This Ac^ 
quaintance does yet continue betwixt us. We have no 
other hold even of Things prefent but by Fancy. Find- 
ing myfelf of no ufe to this Age, I throw myfelf back 
upon that other ; and am fo enamoured of it» that the fite, 
juft, and flourifhing Eftate of that antient Rome (for I 
neither like it in its Birth, nor in its old Age) engrofs my 
AfFeftion to a degree of Paffion ; and therefore^ I cannoC 
fo oft review the Situation of their Streets and Houfef 
and thofe Ruins as profound as the Antipodes^ but they 
always amaze me. Is it by Nature, or through Error of ; 
Fancy, that the fight of Places which we know have been 
frequented and inhabited by Perfons whofe Memories an 



Diogenes Laert, in the Life fX Arctfilam^ lib. ir. % 57. 
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recommended in Story, does in feme fort, work more 
upon us than to hear a Recital of their Actions, or to 
read their Writings ? Tanta vis admonitionis ineft in locis. 
Et id quidem in hoc urhe infinitum : quacumque enim ingredi^ 
muTj in aliquam bijioriam veftigium ponimus *^ S$ great a 
Power of Adnumition is there in Places ; and trufy in this 
Cityfo infinite^ that which way foever we go we tread upon 
fame Hiftory. It pleafes me to confider their Face, Port, 
and Veflments. I Itill ruminate on thofe great NameS| 
and make them ring in my Ears. Ego illos venerorj & 
tantis nominibus femper ajfurgo •}*• / reverence tbem^ and 
rife up in Honour of Names fo great. Of things that are 
in any meafure great and admirable, I admire even the 
common Farts. I could wifh to fee them talk, walk, and 
fup. It were Ingratitude to contemn the Relicks and 
Images of (b many worthy and valiant Men as I haveieen 
live and die, and who, by their Example give us fo many 
good Inftrudtiohs, if we knew how to follow them. 

And moreover, this very Rome that we j^^,jj^ ^^^ 
now fee deferves to be beloved ; fo long, and cmmn and 
by fo many Titles a confederate with our um'verjal Me^ 
Crown J the only common and univerfal ^^l^"^'^^ 
City. The fovercign Ma^ilrate that com- '^^ 
mands there, is equally acknowledged eliewhere : 'Tis 
the Metropolitan City of all the Chriftian Nations. 
The Spanifb and French are there at home. To be a 
Frince of this Eftate, there needs no more but to be a 
Frince of Chriftendom. There is no Flace upon Earth, 
that Heaven has embraced with fuch an Influence and 
Confbncy of Favoui: \ its very Ruins are glorious, and 
ftately. 

Laudandis preciojhr ruifds %. 
More glorious by her wond'rous Ruins. 



* Cic. de fin. lib. v. c. 2. f Sentcap Epift. 64. % SUomifs,, 

Apol. Carm. zj. indtUii Nurin md Ooitfintium, t. 6s. 
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She yet in her very Ruins retains the Marks and Image of 
Empire. Utpalam fit uno in loco gaudentis opus ejfe iw- 
tuTie. So that *tis manifeji that Nature is in this one Place 
enamoured of her own Work, Some would blame, and be 
angry at themfelves to find themfelves tickled with fo vain 
a Pleafure. Our Humours are never too vain that are 
pleafant. Whatever they are that always content a Man 
of common Underftanding, I could not have the heart to 
accufe him, 

jnnvbatSenfe ^ ^^ ^ery much obliged to Fortune, in 
Montaigne // that to this very Hour (he has offered me 
•bliged to For- no Outrage beyond what I was able to bear. 
'"*'• Is it not her Way to let thofe live in quiet 

by whom fhe is not importuned ? 

S^anto qui/que ftbi flura negaverit^ 
A Diis plura feret : nihil cupientium 
Nudus cajlra peto : multa petentihus 
Defunt multa *. 

The more we to ourfelves deny. 
The niiore the bounteous Gods fupply. 

The more indulgent Heav'n bcftows ; 
Far from the Quarters of the Great 
Happy, tho* naked, I retreat ; 
Who covet much, their Want is great. 

If ftie continue her Favour, fhe will difmifs me very well 
fatisfied« 



nihil fupra 



T>eos lacejfo -f. 

Nor for more 
Do I the Gods implore. 

• Ear, lib. iii. Ode i6. v. 21. ^ Hor. lib. ii. Ode 18. v. 11 • 12. 

But 
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But beware a Shock, There are a Thoufand that perifli 
in the Port. I am very eafy as to what Ihall here happen 
when I Ihall be gone, Prefent Things take up enough of 
my Thoughts, 



Fortune cater a mando. 

I leave the reft to Fortune. 

Befides, I have not that ftrong Obligation, ^^ ^^ w 
that which is faid to attach Men to Futu- ^JJ^^f^^* 
rity by the Iffue that fucceeds to their Name "^nbapfyf^^ . 
and Honour ; and perad venture I ought the having no 
lefs to covet them, if they are to be fo much Children to 
defired. I am of myfelf but too much tyed ^'^^'^^^«'- 
to the World, and to this Life. I am content to be in 
Fortune's Power by Circumftances properly neceflary to 
my Being, without otherwife extending her JurifdidKon 
over me ; and never thought, that to be without Children 
was a Defedt that ought to render Life lefs compleat, and 
lefs contented. The Want of Iflue has its cinldren not 
conveniences too. Children are of the Num- wmb to be c§^ 
ber of things that arc not very much to be '*''^^^» ^^ 
defired, efbecially now, when it would be fo •^' 
hard to make them good. Bona jam nee nafci licet^ ita cor* 
rupta funtfemina *. i. e. Nor can any thing goodffring from 
feedfo corrupt. And yet they are juftly to be lamented 
by foch as lofe them when they have them. 

He who left me my Houfe in charge nisHoufixM 
prognofticated that I (hould ruin it, confi- -4f^>/ n§t tU 
dering my rambling Humour: But he was '^'orff fir being 
miftaken, for I am in the fame Condition '*^>^^^- 
now as when I firft entered into it, or rather better j and 
yet without Office, or any place of Profit, 

• Tertuil, it pudicit. 

As 
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He received no As to the reft, if Fortunc has never done 
juhfiantiai Fa- j^^ ^^^ violent OF extraordinary Injury, nd- 
^^tu^Tut ^^^^ has Ihe favoured me. Whatever our 
fuch only as Family derives from her Bounty, was there 
Huere nxiindy abovc an hundred Years before my time. I 
imd titular. have, as to my own particular, no ellential 
and folid good, that I ftand indebted for to her Libera- 
lity ; fhe has indeed done me fome airy Honours, and ti- 
tulary Favours that are not fubftantial; and thofe in 
Truth fhe has not granted, but offered me, who, God 
knows, am all material, and like nothing but what is real 
and folid. And who, if I durft confefs fo much, Ihould 
not think Avarice much lefs excufable than Ambition \ 
nor Pain lefs to be avoided than Shame ; nor Health Ids to 
be coveted than Learning, or Riches than Nobilitv. 

Amongft her empty Favours there is none that lo mych 
pleafes the filly Humour natural to my Country, as an 
authentic Bull of a Roman Burgels, that was graoted me 
when I was laft there, embellifhed with pompous Seals and 
gilt Letters \ and granted in the moft bountiful manner. 
And becauie 'tis couched in a mixt Stile, more or left 
favourable, and that I could have been glad to have feen 
the Copy of it before it had pafled the Seal, I will, to 
• fatisfy any one that may be fick of the fame Curiofity 
I was, tranfcribe it here in its true Form, 

ABuliinve/^ ^od Horatius MaximuSy Martius Cectus^ 

tai^nc^//^ -^^^^^^^ MutuSy almc^ urbis confer^ 

tbeFrudomfif 'vutoreSy dc BluJlriJJimo viro^ Micbaele 

the City of MontanOy equite SanSii MicbaeUsy & 4 

^™^' Cubiculo Regis Cbrijliamffmiy Romany 

Civitate dgnandOy ad Senatum rittfkrmf^ S. P. QJl, 

de ea re ita fieri cenfuit. 

^UM veteri more (4? inftituto cupide Hit femper ftudiofeque 

fufcepti ftnty qui virtute ac noiilitate pTitJianteSy magna 

Reip. noftra ufui atque omamento fuijfenty vel ejfe aliquando 

poffent : Nos raajorum noftrorum exemploy atque auSoritat^ 

j>ermotiy praclaram banc Confuetudinem nobis imitandam^ ac 
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fervandam fore cenfemus. ^amobrem cum Uluflrffjiims Aff- 
chael M^ntanus Eques SanSfi Mcbaelis^ (£ a Cubiculo Regis 
Chriftianiffimi^ Romani twminis Jiudiqfiffmus^ ^famili^lau' 
dey atque ^kndore^ 6? propriis virtutum merit is dignijfimus 
fity qui fummo Senatus Populique Romani judicio acjiudio in 
Ramanam Civitatem adfcifcatur -, placere Senatui P. Q^ R. 
Mujlrijfimum Micbaelem Montanum rebus omnibus ornatiffi-^ 
mum, atque buic inclyta populo ckfiriffimum, ipfum pqfterofque 
in Romanam Civitdtem adfcribi, omdrique omnibus 6? pr^e^ 
miis £s? honaribus, quihus illi fruuniur, qui Gives Patritiiqu^ 
Romani nati, out jure optimo faSli fim. In quo cenfere Se- 
natum ?• Q^ R, 7^ m>n tarn illi jus Civitatis largiri, quam 
debitum tribuere,, neque magis benefieium dare quam al ipfo 
accipere, qui hoc Civitatis munere accipitndo, Jngulari Gvi- 
tatem ipfam omamento, atque bonore affecerit. ^am qui-^ 
dem S. C. auiloritatem iidem Confervatores per Senatus P, 
Q^ R. fcribas in aHareferri atqud in Capitolii curia fervari^ 
privil^umgue bujufmodi fieri, foUtoque urbisjigillo communiri 
curarunt. Aino ab urbe condita CXDCCCXXXJ. Pok 
Cbrijlum mtum M. D. LXXXI. ID. Idus Martii. 

Boratius Pufcus Sacri S. P. Q^ R. fcriba. 
Vincent. Martbolus Sacri S. P, Q^R, fcriba. 

Being before Burgefs of no City at all, I was glad to be 
greatfid free of the mod noble City that ever was, or ever 
will be. If other Men would confider themfelves, as at* 
tentively as I do, they would, as I do, difcover them- 
felves to be'fuU of Vanity and Foppery ; and rid myfelf 
of it I cannot without making mylelf away. We are alj 
leavened with it, as well one as another \ but they who 
are fenfible on't, have the better bargain, and yet I know 
not whether jthey have jor no. 

This Opinion, and* common Cuftom to Why Man d^n 
obferve others more than ourfelves, has. very not lo^ tp 
much relieved us.' 'JTis a very difpleafing ^^^*^^ 
Objedt : We fee nothing in it byt Mifery -^'^^ '*'-'^"^" 
ana Vanity. Nature, that we may not be dejefted wit^ 
the fight of our own Deformities, has wifely ^roieded 
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our optic Organ outward. We go forward with the cur- 
rent) but to turn back towards ourfelves is .a painful Mo- 
tion; thus is the Sea agitated and troubl^ when the 
Waves are repelled againfl: one another, Obfenre, fays 
every one, the Motion of the Heavens ; the Revdutiont 
of pubUc Affairs •, obferve the Quarrel of fuch a Perlbn j 
feel fuch a one's Pulfe ; mind anothers laft Will and Tef- 
tament ; in fhort, be always looking high or low, or on 
one fide, or before or behind you. It was a Paradoxical 
Command anciently given us by the God at De^fbas: 
Look i7tto yourfelf^ dtfcover yourfelf^ keep clofe to yowJelf\ 
£aU back your Mind and WiU^ that elfewbere conjkme tbaih 
f elves into yourfelf \ you run out^ you wafie yourfelf-^ colkB 
your/elf y fupport yourfelf ^ Men betray you^ Men fpoU ywi^ 
Men fteal you from yourfelf. Doft not thou fee that this 
World keeps ail its Views confined within, and its. Eyes 
open to contemplate itfelf ? 'Tis always Vanity for theCi 
both within and without ; but 'tis lefs Vanity when lels 
extended. Excepting thee, (O Man) faid that God, 
every thing ftudies itfelf firft, and has Bounds to its La-^ 
hours and Defires, according to its need. There is no- 
thing fo empty and neceflitous as thou who embraced the 
Univerfe ; thou art the Explorator without Knowledge, 
the Magiftrate without Jurifdiflion 5 and after all, diQ 
Fool in the Play. 
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C H A P. X. 

Of managing the Will. 

Montaigne TTA E W Things in comparifon of what 
ktpt his Affec. Ji commonly afieft other Men, move, or 

TJeStZ ^^ f^y ^^^^^^ captivate me : For 'tis but lea- 

fon they fhould concern a Man, provided 
they do not wholly engrofs him. I am very folicitous, 1 
both by Study and Argument, tQ enlarge this Privilege of 
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Infenfibility, which in me is naturally far advanced, fo that 
I efpoufe, and am confequently moved with few Things. 
I, have a clear Sight ; but I fix it upon very few Objefts j 
have a Senfe delicate and tender, but an Apprehenfion 
and Application hard and dull ; I am very unwilling to 
engage niyfelf. As much as in me lies, I employ myfelf 
wholly for myfelf •, and in this very Subjeft, fhould rather 
chufe to curb and reftram my AfFedlion from plunging in- 
tirely into it, it being a Subjedt that I poflefs at the Mer- 
cy of others, and over which Fortune has more right 
than L So that even fo far as to Health, which I fo 
much value, it were neccffary for me, not fo paffionately 
to covet and defire it, as to think Difeafes infupportable. 
There ought to be a Medium betwixt the Hatred of Pain, 
and Love of Pleafure. And Flato prefcribes the very 
Thing. 

J But againft fuch AfFcftions as carry mc 
away from myfelf, and fix me elfewhere, ^^/^^^^ 
againft thofe, I fay, I oppofe myfelf with which attacked 
all my Force. *Tis my Opinion, that a him to 'what 
Man fhould lend himfelf to others, and ^^f'^fZ''^^^ 
only give himfelf to himfelf. Were my Will ^^J^j- 
eafy to be engaged and fwayed, I fhould not ftick there : 
I am too tender both by Nature and Habit, 

■ Fugax rerum^ fecuraque in oiia natus *• 



I fly from BuCnefs as from a Difeafe ; 
Having been bred in Negligence and Eafe, 

for hot and obftinate Difputes wherein my Adverfary 
would at laft have the better ; and the Iffue, which would 
render my Heat of Argument cjifgraceful, would perad- 
venture vex me to 'the laft degree. Should I fet myfelf 
to it as earneftiy as others do, my Soul would never be 

♦ Ovid, de Trill. 1. iii. Elcg. 2. v. 9. 

Vol. III. U ^^ 
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able to bear the Emotion and Alarms, which thole fed 
who grafp fo much, and it would immediately be dif- 
trafted by this inward Agitation. If fometimes I have 
been put upon the Management of other Mens Affairs, I 
have promifed to take them in hand, but not into my 
Lungs and Liver ; to charge myfelf with them, not to 
incorporate them : To take pains, but not to be paflionate 
in them j I have a Regard to them, but I will not brood 
over them : I have enough to do to order and govern the 
domeftic Throng that I have in my own Veins and Bow- 
els, without harbouring and loading myfelf with a Crowd 
of other Mens Affairs, and have enough of my own 
proper and natural Bufineft to mind, without calling in 
the Concerns of others. Such' as know how much they 
owe to themfelves, and how many Offices they are bound 
to of their own, find, that Nature has cut them out 
Work enough of their own to keep them from being 
idle. Thou haft Bufinefs enough at home, look to that. 
Men let themfelves out to hire ; their Faculties are not 
for themfelves, but are employed for thofe to whom they 
have enflaved themfelves ; this common Humour pleafes 
not me. We mull be thrifty of the Liberty of our Souls, 
and never let them out but upon juft Occafions, which, 
if we judge aright, are very few. Do but obferve fuch 
as have accuftomed themfelves to be at every one's "Call 
and Command ; they are fo upon all, as well little as great, 
Occafions, in what does not concern them, as well as 
in what does. They intrude themfelves indifferendy 
where-ever there is Bufinefs, and are without Life, when 
not in feme Buftle of Affairs. In negotiis Junt negotii 
caufS *. i. e. They only feek Bufinefs for Bufinefs fake. It is 
not fo much that they defireto go, as it is that they can- 
not ftand ftili ; Like a rowling Stone from a Hill, that 
flops not, till 'tis at the Bottom. Bufinefs, in a certain 
fort of Men, is a Mark of Underljanding, and Dig- 
nity. Their Minds are not eafy but in Agitation, as 
Children that muft be rocked in a Cradle. They may 
pronounce tliemfelves as ferviceable to their Friends, as 

♦ Zimctty Epift. 22. 

troublefomc 
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troublefome to themfclves. No one is lavilh of his Mo" 
ney to another, but every one is ready to give him his 
Time and his Life. There is nothing of which we are 
fo prodigal as of thefe Things, of which to be thrifty, 
would be both commendable and ufeful. I am of a quite 
contrary Humour. I look to myfelf, and commonly co- 
vet with no great Ardour what I do defire, and defire^ 
little : I employ and buly myfelf likewife but rarely and 
temperately. Whatever they aim at, and take in hand 
they do it with their utmoft Defire and with Vehcmency, 
There are io many wrong Steps in Life, that for the 
more Safety, we. miift a little lightly and fuperficially 
Aide through the World, and not plunge into it over 
Head and Ears. Pleafbref itfelf is painful at the bottonip 

' ■ i nctdis per ignes 
Supf$fitos cineri dolqfo *. 

Thou upon glowing Coals doft tread. 
Under deceitful Ames hid. 

The Parliament of Bourdeaux chofe me Montaigne 
Mayor of their City, at a time when I -was obliged to fer^ 
far from France^ and much farther from any '^ Q^^^ of 
fuch Thought : I intreated to be excufed ; ^^^'C "^ 
but I was tola that I was to blame, the 
King having moreover interpofed his Command in that 
Affair. *Tis an Office that ought to be looked upon the 
more honourable, as it has no Salary nor Advantage 
but the bare Honour of its Elxecution : It continues two 
Years, but may be extended by a fecond Eledlion, which 
very rarely happens ; but it did to me, though it never 
did fo but twice before : viz. fome Years ago to Monfieur 
de LanfaCy and lately to Monfieur de BiroUj Marefchal of 
France^ in whofe Place I fucceeded, and left mine to 
Monfieur de Matignon^ Marefchal of France alfo, proud of 
fo noble a Fraternity, 

• H9r, lib. ii. Ode 1 . v. 7. 
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Uterque bonus pads hellique minifier *. 

Both of them Men of worthy Character, 
Por able Minifters in Peace and War. 

Fortune would have a hand in my Promotion, by this 
particular Circumftance which fhe put in of her own> 
not altogether vain ; for Alexander difdained the Ambaf- 
fadors iS Corinth ^ who offered him a Burgcft-lhip of their 
City ; but when they proceeded to lay before nim, that 
Bacchus and Hercules were alfo in the Rcgifter, he thank- 
fully accepted it. 

ne Cbaraair At my Arrival, I faithfully and confdcn- 
hi gave of him- tioufly reprefented myfelf to them for fiKh 
/elf to the Ma- as I find myfelf to be •, a Man without Mc- 

fSS«4 "PO'-y^ ^i*°"'. Vigilance, without ^ 

rience, and without Vigour; but withal, 
without Hatred, without Ambition, without Avarice, 
and without Violence ; that they might be informed, and 
know what they were to expedt from my Service. And 
becaufe the Knowledge they had of my deceafed Father, 
and the Honour in wliich they held his Memory, were 
.their only Motives to confer this Favour upon mc, I 
plainly told them, that I fhould be very forry any thing 
fhould make fo great an Impreflion upon me as their Af- 
fairs, and the Concerns of their City had done upon 
him, whilft he had the Care of them in the fame Govern- 
ment to which they had preferred me. I very well re- 
member when I was a Boy, to have feen him in his oM 
Age, cruelly tormented with the Toil of the public Af- 
fairs ; forgetting the fweet Calm of his own Houfe» to 
which his Age and Infirmity had attached him for fevcral 
Years before ; regardlefs of his own Affairs, and of his , 
Health, and really defpifing his own Life, which was in 
great Danger of being loft by being engaged in long 
and. painful Journeys for their Service. Such wash^ 

• ^neid, lib. xl y. 658* 

and 
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and this Humour of his proceeded from great good Na- 
ture. Never was there a more charitable and public-lpi- 
rited Soul. Yet this proceeding which I commend in an- 
other, I do not love to follow myfelf, and am not with- 
out Excufe* He had learnt, that a Man muft forget him- 
felf for his Neighbour, and that Particulars were of no 
manner of Confideration in comparifon with the general 
Concern. 
Moft of the Rules and Precepts of this ^^ ^^^ j 

World tend to drive us out of OUrfelveS to recommended it 

go a hunting for the Benefit of the public ^0 Men to ne^. 
Society. They thought to do a great Feat, ^If ^^'J^' , 

^ JX' ^ AC ^ r ^^1 fches forth 

to divert and feparatc us from ourfelves, fake of the 
prefuming we were but too much attached Public. 
to ourfelves, and by a too natural Inclina- 
tion, and have left nothing unfaid to that Purpofe : For 
*tis no new Thing for wife Men to preach up Things as 
they ferve, not as they are. Truth has its Obftrudions, 
Inconveniencies, and Incompatibilities with us. We muft 
be often deceived, that we may not deceive ourfelves. Our 
Eyes muft be ftiut, and our Underftandings ftupified to 
recover and amend them. Imperiti enim judicant^ (^ qui 
frequenter in hoc ipfum fallendi funt^ne errent. i. e. For the Ig^ 
nor ant judge^ and therefore are oft to be deceived left they 
fboidd err. When they prefcribe us to love three, four, 
and fifty Degrees of Things above ourfelves, they do 
like Archers, who to hit the White, take their Aim a 
great deal higher than the Butt. To fet a crooked Stick . 
ftrait, we bend it the contrary way. I believe that in the 
Temple of Pallas j as we fee in all other Religions, there 
were apparent Myfteries to be expofed to the People, and 
others more fecret and fublime, that were only to be 
Jhown to fuch as were the Profeffors. 

*Tis likely that the true Point of Friend- ^*<f ^h '^fi 
fliip that every one owes to himfelf is to be ^^^gj^ptb 
foupd in thefe Things -, not a falfe Friend- obligation 
Ihip, that makes us embrace Glory, Know- nubicb he owes 
ledge. Riches, and the like, with a princi- ^f ^^^^'''» h 
pal and immoderate Aflreftion, as Members J^'^^f ,, 
of our Being ; nor ao indifcreet and e&ttvir buinftif . 

U 3 "cciju^ 
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nate Friendftiip, which, like Ivy, decays and ruins the 
Walls it does embrace : but a found and regular Friend- 
ftiip, equally profitable and pleafant. Whoever knows 
the Duties of this Friendftiip, and does pradHfc them, is 
truly of the Cabinet-Council of the Mufes, and has at- 
tained to the Height of human Wifdom, and our'Hap- 
pinefs. Such a one, exaftly knowing what he owes to 
himfelf, will on his part find that he ought to apply die 
Ufcof the World, and of other Men to himfelf, and for 
this end to contribute the Duties and Offices appertaining 
to him to the public Society. He who docs not in fome 
fort live for others, does not live much for himfelf. ^ 
ftbi amicus eji^fcito hunc amicum omnfbus ejfe *. i. e. He who is 
bis own Friotd^ is a Friend to all Men, The principal 
Charge we have, is, to every one to take care of nimidf : 
And 'tis for this that we here live. As he who fliouid . 
omit to lead a virtuous and holy Life, and think he ac- 
quitted himfelf of his Duty, by inftrufting and training 
others up to it, would be a Fool ; even fo he, who aban* 
dons his own healthful and pleafant Life to ferve others, 
takes in my Opinion a Courfe that is wrong, and unna- 
tural. 

eage^ in the I I would not that Men fliould refefc, in 

Exercf/e rf an the Employments ' they take upon them, 

^In'TuZitb *^^^ Attention, Pains, their Eloquence, 

ptuTnce nor ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Sweat and Blood. 

non ilk pro charts amicis 
Aut patrid timidus perire +. 

He for his Country or his Friend, 
Is not afraid to die. 

But this IS by way of Loan and accidentally ; his Mind 
being always in Repofc and in Health ; not without Ac- 

* Stn. Epift. 6. at the End. * f Hon lib.iv. Ode 9. v. 52- 

tioa 



Ch ;X. Of managing the Will. 295 

tion, but without Vexation, without Paflion. Meerly 
to aft, cofts him fo little, that he afts even fleeping. But 
it muft be put into brifk Motion with Difcretion •, for the 
Body receives the Offices impofed upon it, juft according 
to what they are 5 the Mind oft extends, and makes them 
heavier at its own Expence, giving them what Meafure 
it pleafes. Men perform like Things with different Ef- 
forts, and a diflterent Contention of the Will ; the one 
dofts well enough without the other. For how many 
People hazard themfdves every day in War, without any 
Concern which way it goes, and thruft themfelves into 
the Dangers of Battles, the Lofs of which will not break 
their next Night's Sleep ? And there are Men^at home, 
out of fuch Danger, which they durfl not haVe faced, 
who are more paffionately concerned for the IfTue of this 
War, and whole Soul is more anxious about the Events 
of it than the Soldier who fpends his Life and Blood in 
it. I I could have engaged myfelf in public Employ- 
ments, without quitting myfelf a Hair's Breadth, and 
have given myfelf to others, without abandoning my- 
felf; this Eagdrnefs and Vehemence of Defires more hin- 
ders than advances the Conduft of what we undertake ; 
fills us with Impatience againft flow or. contrary Events, 
and with Bittemefs and Sufpicion againft thofe, with whoni 
we have to do. We never carry on that Thing well, by 
which wc are wholly poffeflfed and governed. 

Male cunSa mniftrat 
Impetus ♦. 

For Heat does flill 
Carry on Things very ilL 

He, who therein employs only his Judgment and Ad- 
drefs, proceeds more chearfully: He counterfeits, he 
gives way, he defers all Things at his Eafe, according to 
the Neceffities of Occafions \ he fails in his Attempts 

• Sfatius ia Tbcbait lib. x. v. 4. and 5. 
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without Trouble and Affliftion, ready and entire for a 

new Enterprize : He always marches with the Bridle in 

his Hand. In him who is intoxicated with this violent 

and tyrannic Intention, we difcover by Ncceflity mudi 

Imprudence and Injuftice. The Impetuofity of his De- 

fire carries him away. Thefe are rafh Motions, and, if 

Fortune do not very much affift, of very little Fruit 

That the Chof Philofophy requires, that in the Punilhment 

tifement of Of- of Injuries received, we fhould diveftour- 

fences ought to felvcs of Choler; not that the Revenge 

be performed fhould be lefs, but, on the contrary, that it 

nxjitj^ut ngcr. ^^^ ^ ^^ better applied and the more 

heavily laid on, which, it is conceived, vdll be by this Im- 
petuofity hindered. For Anger does not only trouble, 
but of itfelf does alfo weary the Arms of thofe who chaf- 
tife. This Fire benumbs and waftes their Strength. As 
in Precipitancy, Feftinatio tarda eft. i. e. The more Hafity 
the worfe Speed. Hafte trips up its own Heels, fetters and 
flops itfelt^ ip/a fe velocitas implicat *. For example: 
According to what I commonly fee. Avarice has n6 
greater Impediment than itfelf. The more intenie and 
vigorous it is, the lefs it rakes together, and conunonly 
fooner gathers Riches when difguifed under a Mafk of Li* 
berality. 

Exellent Cba- A Very honeft Gentleman, a Friend of 
raaer of a mine, had like to have cracked his Brains 
^vlTru'^hr ^y ^ ^^ paflionate Attention and Afieftion 
To^t^yfcci^ to the Affairs of a certain Prince, his Maf- 
dentiofhis terj which Mafter has thus painted him- 
Fortune. felf to me ; that he forefees the Weight of 

x\ccidents as well as another ; but that in thofe for which 
there is no Remedy, he prefently refolves upon Patience. 
In others, having taken all the neceffary Precautions, 
which by the Vivacity of his Underftanding he can foon i 
do, he calmly waits what may follow. And, in truth, | 
I have accordingly ktn him maintain a great Indiffercncy 
and Freedom of Aftions, and Countenance, in veiy 
great and perplexed Affairs. I find him a greater, and 

* Sineca^ Epift. /{4. at the end. 
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a more able Man in Adverfity than Profperity. His 
LofTes arc to him more glorious than his Viftories, and 
his Mourning than his Triumphs. 

Do but confidcr, that even in vain and lyy^ ^^ ^^ 
frivolous Aftions, as at Cbefs^ Tennis^ and 'vantage in 
the like, this eager and ardent engaging Gaming to keep 
with an impetuous Defire, immediately ^^^'^/[empcr 
throws the Mind and Members into Indif- andLofs!"^ 
credon and Diforder. A Man puzzles and 
bewilders himfelf. He that carries himfelf the mofl: 
moderately both towards Gain and Lofs, has always his 
Wits about him. The lefs peevifh and paflionate he is 
at Play, he plays with much more Advantage and 
Safety. 

As to the reft, we hinder the Mind's AManmtght 
Grafp and Holdfaft in giving it fo many to kno^ his 
things to feize upon. Some Things we are onunfolid In^ 
only to offer to it, to tie it to others, and *^^^'^ ' 
with others to incorporate it. It can feel and difcern all 
things, but ought to feed on nothing but felf ; and fhould 
be inftruded in what properly concerns itfelf, and v^hat is 
properly of its own Pofleflion and Subftance : The Laws 
of Nature teach us what we are juftly to have. After 
the Sages have told us, that no one is indigent by Na- 
ture, and that every one is fo according to Opinion, 
they very fubtilly diftinguifh betwixt the Defires that 
proceed fix)m the former, and thofe that proceed from 
the Irregularity of our own Fancy. Thofe, of which we 
can fee the End, are Nature's •, thofe that fly before us, 
and of which we can fee no End, are our own. There is 
an eafy Cure for the Want of Goods ; but the Poverty 
of the Soul is incurable. 

Nam ft^ quod falls eft hominiy id fatis ejfe potejfetj 
Mocfat erat : nuncj quum hoc non ^, qui credimus forre^ 
Divitias ullas animum mi explere fotejfe * ? 

* Lud/ius, lib, V. apud NunniutH. c. 5. $ 9S. 
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If what's for Man enough, enough could be. 
It were enough ; but as we plainly fee 
That wont fuffice ; how can I e*er believe 
That any Wealth my Mind Content can give ? 

Socrates feeing a Heap of Treafure, Jewels, and coffly 
Furniture, carried in Pomp through the City, How many 
things *, faid he, do I not deftre f Metrodorus lived on the 
weight of twelve Ounces a Day-, Epicurus upon lefs: 
Metrocles -f in Winter flept abroad amongft Sheep, in 
Summer in the Cloyfters of Churches. Sufficit ad id na' 
tura quod pofcit if. i. e Nature furnijhes^ what it abfolutefy 
needs. Cleanthes lived by the Labour of his own Hands, 
and boafted, that Cleanthes, // be wouldy could yet main- 
tain another Cleanthes ||. 

WhyhisNecef- I^ ^^^^5 which Nature exaftly andorigi-. 
j^ties may he nally requires of us for the Prefervation of 
txtendeda lUtU our Being, be too little, (as in truth, how 

manJs ofNa- be maintained, cannot be better made out^ 
tun than by this Confideration, that it is lb litdc^ 

that by its Littlenefs it efcapes the Gripe and Shock of 
Fortune) let us allow ourfelves a little more, let us even 
call every one of our Habits and Conditions Nature ; let 
us tax and treat ourfelves by this meafure, let us ftretdh 
our Appurtenances and Accompts thus far; for fo&fl 
fancy we have fome excufe. Cuftom is a fecortd Nature, 
and no lefs powerfijl. What is' wanting to my Cuftdm^ I 
reckon as wanting to me ; and I Ihould be almoft as well 
content that they took away my Life, as retrench me vx 
the way wherein I have fo long lived. I am paft the 
.Terms of any great Change, nor able to put myfelf into 
a new and unwonted Courfe, though it were to my Ad- 

♦ C/V. Wf . Quasft. lib.v. €-32, f P/tf/iZfr^ in his Tra% in« 

titled, T^hat Vice alone is fujfficient to make a Man unhappy, ch. 4. 

X Seneca, Epill. 18. || ' Twas Zeno,yfho isad this of Cleanthes, 

his Difciple, if we may believe Diogenes Laertiui in the Lifeof C^«»- 

/hes, lib,vii. § 169. 170. 
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mtage •, 'tis paft the Time for me to become other than 
hat I am. And as I fhould complain of any great good 
dventure that fhould now befal me, that it came not in 
ime to be enjoy 'd; 

^0 mibi fartunaSj ft non conceditur uti ? * 

Might I have the World's Wealth, I fhould refufc it 5 
What Good wilFt do me, if I may not ufe it ? 

fhould I complain of any inward Acquifitidn. It were 
moft better never, than fo late, to become honourable ; 
id to know the World thoroughly when a Man has no 
nger to live. I, who am going out of it, would eafily 
Ggn to any new Comer all the Prudence I have acquired 

the World's Commerce, jifter Meat comes Mujlard. 
have no need of Goods, of which I can make no Ufe. 
F what Ufe is Knowledge to him that has lofl his Head ? 
s an Injury and Unkindnefs in Fortune, to tender us 
efents that will infpire us with a jufl Refentment that 
5 had them not in their Seafon. Guide me no more, I 
ri no longer go. Of fo many Parts as make up a SufH- 
iency. Patience is the befl. AfGgn the Part of an ex- 
lent Treble to i Chorifler that has rotten Lungs, and 
oquence to a Hermit exil'd into the Defarts of Arabia. 
itre is no Art necefTary for a Fall -, the End comes of it- 
F, at the Conclufion of every Affair. My World is at 
End, my Form expired ; 'tis all over with me ; and I am 
und to authorife it, and to conform my Exit to it. I 
W here declare, by Way of Example, that the late ten 
ys Diminution of the Year by the Pope, <rhe Abridgment 
\ taken me fo low, that I cannot well re- of ten Days 
idle myfelf to it. I follow the Ye^rs offered by tbi 
lerein we kej)t another kind of Account : '^^^'• 

antient, and fo long a Cuflom, challenges and calls 
\ back to it ; fo that I am conftrained to be a kind of . 
»ctick in that point, impatient of any, tho' corredlive, 

f Eor. lib. i. Epift. 5. v. i2. 
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Innovation. My Imagination, in fpite of my Teeth, al- 
ways pufhes me ten Days forward or backward, and is 
ever murmuring in my Ears. This Rule concerns thofe 
who are to begin to be. If Health itfelf, as fweet as it is, 
returns to me by Intervals, 'tis rather to give me caufe of 
Regret than Pofleffion of it -, I have no longer the Means 
of recovering it. Time leaves me, without which nothing 
can bejpofleircd. Oh, what little account fhould I make 
of thofe great eleftive Dignities that I fee in the World, 
which are only confer'd upon Men who are taking leave of 
it ! Wherein 'tis not fo much regarded how well he wi)l 
difcharge them, as how little a while ; from the very En- 
trance they have an Eye to the Exit. To conclude, I am 
ready to finifh this Man, and not to rebuild another. By 
long Cuftom, this Form is, in me, turned into Subftanc^ 
and Fortune into Nature. I fay therefore, that every one 
of us feeble Creatures is excufable in thinking that his 
own, which is compriz'd under this Meafure ; but withal, 
beyond thefe Limits, *tis nothing but Confufioo, 'tis the 
largeft Extent we can grant to our Prerogative. The 
more we amplify our Pofleflions, fo much the more do 
we expofe ourfelves to the Strokes of Fortune and Adver- 
fity. The Career of our Defires ought to be circum- 
fcrib'd, and reftrain'd to a fhort Limit of near and conti- 
guous Conveniencies ; and ought moreover to perform 
their Courie, not in a right Line, that ends elfewhere, but 
in a Circle, of which the two Points by a (hort Circumvolution 
meet and terminate in ourfelves. Adions that are carried 
on without this Refledion, a near and eflential Refleftion 
I mean, fuch as thofe of ambitious and avaritious Men, 
and many more, who run from the Point, and whofe Ca- 
reer always carries them before themfelves, fuch Adtions^ 
I fay, are erroneous and crazy. 

Jn hone ft Mo^ of our Bufincfs IS Farcc. Muniis 

Man7snstccr-. univcrfus excTcet hijirmiam ♦. We muft 
mpted by the play our Part duly, but withal as the Part 
Employment he of a borrowM Perfon ; we muft not make 
#A#/-r/>/. j^^j £flence out of a Vizor and outward Ap- 

Petroniu^ Arhitir. lib. ill. c. 8. 

pearance, 
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pearance, nor of a ftrange Perfon our own -, we cannot dif- 
tinguifli Things that are near from thofe that are remote ; 
*tis enough to meal the Face, without meaHng the Breaft. 
I fee fome, who transform and tranfubftantiate themfelves 
into as many new Shapes and new Beings as they under- 
take Employment, and who, with the Pride of Lucifer^ 
carry their Office along with them, even to their Clofe- 
ftool: I cannot make them diftinguifh the Salutations 
made to them, from thofe that are made to their Commif- 
miffion, their Train, or their Mule. Tantumfe Fortuna 
fermttunty ttiam ut naturam dedifcant *. i. e. Th^ arefo intox^ 
icated with their FortunCy as even to forget their Nature. 
They fwell and puff up their Souls, and their natural 
Tone of (peaking according to the Height of their Place. 
The Mayor and Montaigne have ever been two Perfons, 
by very manifeft Separation. To be an Advocate or a 
Treafurer, a Man muft not be ignorant of the Knavery 
of fuch Callings ; an honed Man is not accountable for 
the Vices or Folly of his Profeflion, and yet ought not to 
refufe to take it upon him : *Tis the Cuftom of his Coun- 
try, and there is Money to be got by it -, a Man muft live 
by the World, and make his beft of it, fuch as it is. But 
the Judgment of an Emperor ought to be upon his Em- 
pire, and the feeing and confidering of it, as of a foreign 
Accident ; and he ought to know how to enjoy himfelf 
apart from it, and to communicate himfelf, as James and 
Peter^ to himfelf at leaft. I cannot engage myfelf fo 
deep and fb entire. 

When my Will gives me ud to a Party, Montaigne, 
'tis not with fo violent an Obligation as to h fJtonfing a 
infedt my Underftanding. In the prefcnt ^0;» ^^^ot 
Broils of this Kingdom, my Intereft has not ^Z^^^^ 
made me forgpt the Qualities of our Adver- and Hdiculsus 
faries that arc laudable, nor thofe that are Wbimfas. 
reproachable in our Party. They adore all of their own 
Side -, for my part I do not fo much as excufe moft Things 
in mine : A good Piece has never the worfe Grace for be- 
ing leveird at me. The Knot of the Controverfy ex- 

* Quin. Cur. lib. iii. cap. 2. 
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cepted, I have always kept myfelf in Equanimity and 
. pure Indifference. ISSeque extra necejfttates belli prsedpL* 
urn odium gero, i. e. And have no particular Hatred beyond the 
Necejftties of IVar, For which I am pleafed with myfdf, 
and the more, becaufe I fee common Failings on the con- 
trary Side. Such as extend their Anger and Hatred be- 
yond the Difpute in queftion, as moft Men do, Ihew that 
they fpring from fome other Motive and particul v Cauie ; 
like one, who being cur'd of an Ulcer, has yet a remaining 
Fever, by which it appears that the latter had another 
Source more conceal'd. Thus they are not concem'd in 
the common Caufe, as it is wounding to the Interefl: of the 
State and the Public, but are only animated by their pri- 
vate Concerns, This is the true Reafon why they arcfo 
particularly piqued, and to a Degree beyond Juftice and 
publick Reafon. Non tarn omnia unruerji^ quam ea^ qiue 
ad quemque pertinent^ JinguU carpebant. i. e. Every one was not 
fo much angry at Things in general^ as at tbofe tiat particu-^ 
larly concerned them/elves. I would have .Matters go wcU 
on our Side •, but if they do not, I fhall not run mad. I 
am heartily for the right Party ; but I do not afiedl to be 
taken Notice of in particular for an Enemy to the others, 
and beyond the general Reafon. I am a mortal Enemy to 
this vicious Form of Cenfure : He is of the League^ becat^e 
he admires the P erf on of the Duke of Guile. Another is afto- 
niflfd at the King of Navarr' j Aiiivity^ and therefore be is a 
Hugonot. Another finds fuch andfuch Faults in the King^s 
Condu£l^ and therefore he is feditious in bis Heairt. And 
would not grant to a Magiflrate himfelf, that he did well 
in condemning a Book, becaufe it had ranked a Heretick 
among the bell Poets of the Time. Shall we not dare to 
fay of a Thief, that he has a handfome Leg ? If a Wo- 
man be a Strumpet, muft it needs follow that (he has a 
(linking Breath ? Did they in the wifeft Ages revoke the 
luperb Title of CapitoUnus^ which they had before confer'd 
upon A/Iarcus Manlius^ as the Confervator of Religion and 
the publick Liberty ; did they ftifle the Memory of his 
Liberality, his Feats of Arms and the military Rewards 
granted to his Virtue, becaufe he afterwards afpiPd to the 
Sovereignty, in Prejudice of the Laws of his Country ? If 

they 
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they have taken an Hatred againft aji Advocate, he will 
not be allow'd the next Day to be eloquent. I have elfe- 
where fpokeof the Zeal that pulh'd on worthy Men to the 
like Faults. For my part, I can fay, fuch an one does 
thi^ Thing wickedly, and another Thing virtuoufly. In 
like manner, in the Prognofticks, or finifter Events of Af;* 
fairs, they pronounce every one in his Party to be blind, 
or a Blockhead, and require our Perfuafion and Judgment 
to be fubfervient, not to Truth, but to the Projedl: of our 
Wilhes. I ihould rather incline towards the other Extream, 
{o much do I fear being fuborn'd by my Defire : To which 
may be added, that I am a little tenderly diftruftful of 
Things that I wifli. 

I have in my time feen Wonders in that ^ hdifcmi 
indifcreet and prodigious Readinefs of Peo- Facility of 
pie in fufiFering their Hopes and Belief to be ^^°P^' infuf-- 
led and governed which Way has bcft pleas'd ^7'''^ f^^f : 
and ferv'd their Leaders, through a hundred po/edupon by 
Miilakes one upon another; and through the Leaden of 
Dreams and Phantafms. I no longer won- ^ ^^0'- 
der at thofe who have been feduc*d by the Fooleries of 
Jpollonius and Mahomet . Their Senfe .and Underftanding 
is abfolutely ftifled in their Paflion ; their Diicretion has 
no more any other Choice than that which fmiles upon 
them, and encourages their Caufe. I had principally ob- 
ferv'd this in the Beginning of our inteftine Heats •, this 
other, which is fprung up fince, by imitating, has fur- 
pafs'd it ; by whicn I am induced to think that it is a Qua- 
lity inleparable from popular Errors. After the firft that 
ftarts. Opinions drive on one another like Waves with 
the Wind. A Man is not a Member of the Body, if it 
be iri his Power to forlake it, and if he do not run with 
the Herd 5 but certainly they wrong the juft Side, when 
they go about to affift it with Fraud. I have ever been 
againft that Pradlice. This can only work upon weak 
Heads ; as for the found, there are furer, as well as more 
honeft ways to keep up their Courage, and to cxcufe crofs 
Accidents. 

I leaven 
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'Different hi- Hcavcn ncvcr faw fo great an Animofity 
tnuixt Cafar as that betwixt Cafar and Pompey^ nor ever 
«/ri^Pompey'« will-, and yet I obferve methinks in thofe 
^r*^/'"^'^/*^ brave Souls a great Moderation towards 
Zentedhe'l^ixt 0"^ another. It was a Jealoufy of Honour 
Marius^^ and Command, which did not tranfport 
SyUa. them to a furious and indifcreet Hatrisd; 

their's was Hatred, without Malignity and Detra£tion. 
In their hotteft Exploits, I difcover fomc Remains of 
Refpedt and Good-will -, and therefore am of opinion, thati 
had it been poffible, each of them would rather have done 
his Bufinefs without the Ruin of the other, than wth it. 
Take notice how much otherwife Matters went with A&- 
rius and Sylla ? 

Iht Banger of ^^ '""^ ^^^ ^ ^^ defpcfately drove by 
a Man's beinfr our Affe6bions and Intereft. As when I was 
a Slave to bit young, I oppos*d the Progrels of Love, 
Affeaiom. which I perceived to advance too faft 

upon me, and took care left it fhould at laft become ib 
pleafing, as to captivate, and wholly reduce me to its 
Mercy : So I do the fame upon all other Occafions where 
my Will runs on with too keen an Appetite. I lean op- 
pofite to the Side it inclines to, as I find it going to plunge ; 
and make itfelf drunk with it*s own Wine j I avoid nourifhing 
its Pleafure fo far, that I cannot recover it without a cruel 
Lofs. Souls that, through their own Stupidity, only dif- 
cern Things by halves, have this Happinefs, that they 
fmart leaft with hurtful Things. 'Tis a mental Leprofy 
that has fome Appearance of Health, and fuch a Health 
as Philofophy does not altogether contemn ; but yet we have 
no reafon to call it Wifdom, as we often do. And after this 
manner one antiently mocked Diogenes^ who in the depth of 
Winter, and ftark-naked, went to embrace a Statue covered 
with Snow for a Trial of his Patience *. The other meeting 
him in this Plight, Art thou not very cold^ faid he f ? ^^^ 
at alU replied Diogenes. Why then faid the other, Jfhat 

* Diog, Laert, in the Life of Diogenes the Cynic. Lib. vi. J 23, 
f Plutarch in the notable Sayings of the Lacedemomam. 
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nefifa- great and exemplary Thing canjl thou fkink 
^Cold. fbou dofty in embracing the Snow? A Man 
ke a true Meafure of Conftancy, muft neceflarily 
r what Suffering is. ^ 

It Souls that are to meet with crofs ^^ ^ 
its, and the Injuries of Fortune in their taigne/«^^. 
h and Severity, that are to weigh 'voured to pre- 
tafte them according to their natural '^J'^^ hod AccU 
rht and Sharpnefs, let fuch fhew their Manl^'mentof 

in avoiding the Caufes and diverting his /iff^tTJui 
Blow. What did King Cotys do * ? Aaiom. 
Daid liberally for the rich and beautiful ^ ^^.^^ y^^^^ 
1 that had been prefented him ; but it be- purpofely broken 
rceeding brittle, he immediately broke it h ^^^g Cotys, 
event in good time fo eafy a matter of ^^^ '^'^• 
eafure againft his Servants. In like Manner, I have 
ijgly ^voided all Confufion in my Affairs, and never 
ed JO have my Eftate contiguous to thofe of my Re- 
fi, and futh with whom I coveted a ftrift Friendlhip j 
ce Matters of Unkindnefs, and which has oft occa- 
1 a Strangenefs and a Separation. I have formerly 

the hazardous Games of Cards and Dice, but have 
Cnce left them off, only for this Reafon, That though 
: a good Face on my Lofles, I was vexed at my 
t. Let a Man of Honour, who ought heartily to 
: a Lie and an Affront, and who is not to take a 
y Excufc for Satisfaftion, avoid Occafions of Dif^ 
I (hun melancholick and morofe Men, as I would 
e Plague, And in Matters I cannot treat of without 
ion and Concern, I never meddle, if not compelled 
y Duty. Melius non incipient^ quant definent -f . A 
had better never to have begun^ than to leave undone, 
fureft Way therefore, is, to prepare a Man's felf be- 
and for Occafions. ' I know very well, that fbme 
VIen have taken another Courfe, and have not feared 
ipplc and engage to the utmoft upon feveral Subjefts. 

are confident of their own Strength, under which 

^ki^urth in the notable Sayings of antient Kings, i^c^ in the hi* 

•J- Ztnec, Ep. 92. 
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they protedt themfelvcs in all ill Succeffcs, making their 
Patience wreftle with Difafters. 

^'^Vehit rupes vaft^m qua prodit in sequcr^ 
Obvia ventorum furiisj expoftaque ponto^ 
Vim cunSam atque mifias perfert ceBlique marifque^ 
Jpfa immota tnanens. * 

He as a Rock amongft vaft Billows flood. 
Scorning loud Winds, and raging of the Flood, 
And fix'd remaining all the Force defies 
Mufter'd from threat'ningSeas and thund'ring Skies f* 

Let us never attempt thefe Examples, we fhall never come 
up to them. They fet themfelvcs refolutely, and. widiout 
Trouble, to behold the Ruin of their Country, which had 
a Right to all the Good they could do. This is too much» 
and too harfh for our vulgar Souls to undergo. Cato in- 
deed gave up the nobleft Life that ever was upon this ac- 
count ; but it is for us meaner fpirited Men to fly firai the 
Storm as far as we can ^ we ought to make Provifion of 
Refentment, not of Patience, and evade the Blows we can- 
not put by. Zeno feeing ChremomdeSy a young Man whom 
he bved, draw near to fit down by him, fucklenly ftarted 
up, and Cleanthes demanding of him the Reaibn why he 
did fo, Ibtar^ faid he, that Plyfidans efpedalhf order Repofe^ 
and forbid Emotion in all Tumours %. Socrates does not fay, 
Do not furrender to the Charms of Beauty, ftand your 
rround, and do your utmofl to oppofe it. Fly ^m it, fays 
le, Ihun the Sight and Encounter of it, as you would from 
ftrong Poifon that darts and wounds at a Diilatxre. And 
his good Difciple ||, either feigning or reciting, but in my 
Opinion, rather reciting than feigning the rare Perfeftions 
or that great Cyrus^ makes him diftruflfiil of his own 
Strength, to refill the Charms of the divine Beauty of that 
illufi:rious Pantbea^ his Captive, in committing her to the 
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Obfervatlon and Keeping of another, who was more ena- 
moured than himfeif. And the Holy Ghoft in like man- 
ner, JVf nos inducas i/i tentationem. i. e. Lead us ml into 
Tanptatwii, Match, vi. ver. 13. We do not pray that our 
Reafon may not be combated and overcome by Concupif- ' 
cence, but that it fhould not be fo much as tried by it ; that 
we may not be brought into a State wherein we may be lb 
much as liable to fufferihe Approaches, SoUicitations, and 
Temptations of Sin : And we beg of Almighty God to 
keep our Confciences quiet, fiiliy, and perfectly free from 
all Communication widi Evil. 

Such as fay that they have Reafon for _f{et«Je<^^,4 
their revenging Paffion, or any other fort of u chtd thefirfi 
troublefome Agitation trf Mind, do oft fay Sally of hit 
true, as Things now are, but not as they ""M""- 
were. They fpeak to us when the Caufes of their Error 
are by thcmfelves nourilhed and advanced. But look 
backward, recal thcfe Caufes to their Beginning, and 
there you will put them to a nonplus j will they think their 
Fault lefs tor being of longer Continuance, and that of an 
unjuft Beginning, the Sequel can be juft? Whoever Ihall 
defirc the Good of his Country as I do, without freting or 
pining himfeif, will be chagrined, but will not fwoon to 
lee it threatning either its final Ruin, or a not lefs ruinous 
Continuance. Poor VelTel, which the Waves, the Winds, 
and the Pilot, fleer to with fuch contrary Views I 

— ra lam diverfay magifier, 
Ventust tf ttada trabunl. • 

He wiio does not pant for the Favour of Princes, as a 
Thing Jie cannot live without, does not much concern 
himfeif at the Coldnefs of their Reception and. Countc- " 
nance, nor at the Inconftancy of their Huinors. He who 
does not brood over his Children, or his Honours* with 
3 flavilh Fondnefs, Jives commodioufly enough alter their 
Lofs. He that does Good principally for his own SatJf- 
faftlon, will not be much troubled to fee Men judge of 
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his Aftions contrary to his Merit. A quarter of an CXince 
of Patience will be enough againft fuch Inconveniencies. 
I find Satisfaftion in this Receipt, redeeming myfelf in 
the Beginning as cheap as I can ; and am lenfible that I 
Jiave thereby efcaped much Trouble and many Difficulties. 
With veiy little ado I flop the firft Sally of my Paflions, 
and leave the Subje£b that begins to be troubleibme before 
it tranfports me. He who flops not the Start, will never 
be able to flop the Career. He who cannot keep the; Paf- 
fions out, will never drive them out when they arc once 
got in ; and he who cannot crufh them at the beginning, 
will never do it in the End, nor ever recover his Fall, if 
he cannot fland the Shock. Et enim tpfafe im^pellunty ubi 
femel a ratione difcejfum eft : ipfaque JUn inwedllitas indulgtty 
in altumque provebitur imprudens : ne creperit locum confiften^ 
4i *. i. e. For Men are precipitant ^ when once they lofe their 
Reafon ; and Frailty does fo far indulge itfelf^ that it is in-- 
difcreetly carried out into the Decpj and can find no Port to 
ftop at. I am betimes fenfible of the little Breezes that be- 
gin to whifUe in the Shrowds, the Forerunners of a Storm. 

— ceu flamina prima 

Cum deprenfa fremunt JylviSj &f cisca voJutant 
Murmur ay venturos nautis prodentia ventos +. 

— As when Winds rife. 

And flopt by Woods, a fudden Murmur fend. 
Which doth a Storm to Mariners portend J* 

iVith nvbat Hovf oft have I done myfelf a manifefl 

Carehem)oiiied Injuflice to avoid the Hazard of having yet 
Law Suits. a worfe done me by the Judges, after an 
Age of Vexations, dirty and vile Praftices, more Enemies 
to my Nature than Fire, or the Rack ? Convenie a litibus 
quantum licet j £5? ne/cio an paulo plus etiam qudm ticety ab- 
borrentem ejfe. Eft enim non modb liberale paululum nonnun- 
quam de fuo jure decedcre^ fed inter dum etiam fruSluofum ||« 
A Manfbould be an Enemy to all Contention as much as U 

• Cicero Tufc. lib. iv. c. 18, f Mn€id. lib x. ver. 97, Wr. 

;|: Mr. Ogilby. I QUtr, de Q^. lib. ii. c. 8. 
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lawfully ftii^, and for ought I know Jometbing mors : For it 
is not only generous, but fometimes aljo advantageous, to re- 
cede a little from one's Right. Were wc wife, we ought to 
rgoice and boaft, as I one Day heard a young Gentleman 
of a good Family very innocently do, that his Mother 
had loll her Trial, as if it had been a Cough, a Fever, or 
fomething very troublefome to keep: Even the Favours 
that Fortune might have given me through Relations, or 
Acquaintance with thofewho have fovereign Authority in 
tholt: Affairs, I have very confcienfcioiifly waved, and very 
carefully avoided imploying them to the Prejudice of 
others, and of advancing my Pretentions above their true 
Value. In fine, I have fo much prevailed by my Endea- 
vours, in a happy Hour I may fpeak it, that I am to this 
Day a Virgin from all Suits in Law ; though I have had 
very fair Offers made me, and with a very juft Title, 
would I have hearkened to them : And a Virgin from 
Quarrels too. I have almoft paft over a long Life with- 
out any Offence of Moment, either aftive or paffive, or 
without ever hearing a worle Word than my own Name ; 
A rare Favour of Heaven. 

Our greateft Agitations arile from ri- ThtmSvle- 
diculous Motives and Caufes. What Ruin tmt FaJJS^m 
did our laft Duke of Burgundy run into by a raif,df,om 
Quarrel about a Cart-load of Sheep-fkins * ? "i^"^ ^"f"- 
And was not the graving of a Seal the firft and principal 
Caufe of the greateft Commotion that this Machine of the 
World did ever undergo -f } For Pompey and Oefar 
are but the Off-fets and Slips of the two others. And I 
have, in my time feen the wifeft Heads in this Kingdom 
aflembled with great Ceremony, and at the publick Ex- 
pence, about Treaties and Agreements, of which the true 
Decifion did in the mean time abfoluiely depend upon 3 
Cabinet-Council of Ladies, and the Inclination ot fome 
foolifh Woman. The Poets had a right Notion of this, 
when they put all Greece and 4f'^ 'O Fire and Sword for 
iin Apple. Enquire why fuch a Man ftakes his Life and 

• See the Memoir* of P&Uip it Cmiirs. lib. v. c. 1 
t The civtl War betwixt MaWw and SjtJa. See Plutarcb la the Life 
oi Muriuif chap. 3. ai Aiitfii'% Tranflacion. 
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Honour upon the Fortune of his Rapier and Dagger ; kt 
him acquaint you with the Occafion of the Quarrel, he 
cannot do it without blulhing, it is fo idle and frivolous. 

A little thing will do at fetting off, hoc 
^/•W^ e/" being once imbarked, all Cords draw ; great 
bifireiuten^ ProvifiCns are then required, more hard, 
gage in Affairs^ and more important. How much eafier ii 
i/picial/j^ar- j^ ^q^, to enter in, than it is to get out? 

Now, we ihould proceed contrary to the 
Reed, which at its firft fpringing, produces a long and llrait 
Stalk, but afterwards, as if tired and out of Breath, it 
runs into thick and frequent Knots, as fo many Pauics } 
which (iemonftraces that it has no more its firftA^igour and 
Conftancy. Itwere betterto begin fair and foftly, and to ktxp 
a Man's Breath and vigorous Efibrts for the Height and 
Strcfs of the Bufinefs. We guide Affairs in their Beginnings, 
and have them then in our own Power ; but afterwards when • 
they are in Motion, it is they that guide and govern us, 
and we are to follow them. Yet do I not pretend by this 
to fay, that this Counfel has difcharged me of all Difficul- 
ty, and that I have not often had enough to do to curb 
and reftrain my Paffions. They are not always to be go- 
verned according to the meafure of Occafions, and the 
Entrance on them is often (harp and violent ; fo it is, dial 
thereby much may be faved and got ; except for thofe^ 
who in well-doing are not fatisfied with any Benefit, if Re- 
putation be wanting : For in truth, fuch an Efieft is of 
no Eftimation but by every one to himfelf. You are bet- 
ter contented with it, but not more efteemed ; feeing yw 
reformed yourfelf before you had the Subjeft in View ; Yet 
not in this only, but in all other Duties of Life, the way 
of thofe who aim at Honour, is very different from dut 
they proceed by, who propofe to themfelves Order and 
Reafon. I find fome who rafhly and furioufly rufh into \bt 
Lifts, and cool in the Courfe. As Plutarch fays. That 
as thofe who through falfe Modefly are foft and ready to 
grant whatever is defired of them, are afterwards as apt 
to break their Word, and to recant ; fo likewile he who 
enters lightly into a Quarrel, is fubjeft to go as lighdy 
out. The fame Difficulty that keeps me Sooi entering 

into 
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into it, would, when I am once provoked and warmly en- 

taged in it, fpur me to maintain it with great Ob- 
inacy. It is the Tyranny of Cuftom ; that when 4 
Man is once engaged, he muft perfift, or die. Under' 
lake coldly, faid Bias, but purfue -wiib Ardour *. For want 
of Prudence, Men grow faint-hearted, which is ftill more 
intolerable. 

Moft Accommodations of the Quarrels j^^^a ^^^^^ 
of thefe Days of ours, are fhameful and miAtthm ef 
faife ; we only feek to fave Appearances, «""■ SMu^els 
and in the mean time betray and dit'avow °'-' Mndalw. 
our true Intentions, We put a Glofs on the Faft. We 
know very well how we faid the Thing, and in what Senfe 
we fpoke it, and both all the Company, and our Friends, 
whom we would make fenfible of our Advantage, under- 
ftand it well enough too. It is at the Expence of our Li- 
berty, and the Honour of our Courage, that we difown 
our Thoughts, and feek Subterfuge in Falthoods to make 
us Friends. We give ourfclves the Lie, to excufe the 
Lie we have given to another. You are not to con- 
fider, if your Word or Aflion may admit of another In- 
terpretation J it is your own true and fincere Interpretation 
that you are thenceforward to maintain, whatever it coft 
you. Men fpeak to your Virtue and Confcience, which 
are not Things to be difguifed. Let us leave thele pitiful 
Ways and Expedients to the Chicanery of the Courts of 
the Law. The Excufes and Saiisfadions that I fee every 
Day made to excufe Indifcretion, feem to rae more fcan- 
dalous than the Indifcrction itfclf. It were better to affront 
your Adverfary a feoond time, than to offend yourielf by 
giving him fo unmanly a Satisfaction. You have braved 
him in your Anger, and you go to appeal'e and wheedle 
him in your cooler and better Senfe, and by that means 
lay yourfelf lower than you iet yourielf up. I do not 
think any thing a Gentleman can fay fo vicious in him, 
as unfaying what he has faid is infamous ■, when he is forced 
to unfay it by Authority •, forafmuch as Obftinacy is more 
excufable in fuch a Man than Pufillanimity. Pallions arc 

* Dinffiat Latrt. is tht Life of Biai. Ub. I. J ft. 
X4 
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as eafy for me to avoid, as they are hard for me to mo- 
derate. Excinduntur facilius animoy quam temper antur. i. e. 
'They are more eaftly eradicated than to be governed. Who 
cannot attain to this noble Stoical Impaifibility, let him 
fecure himfelf in the Bofom of this popular Stupidity of 
mine. What thofe great Souls performed by their Vir- 
tue, I enure myfelf to do by Conftitution. The middle 
Region harbours Tempefts j the two Extreams of Philo- 
fophers and Peafants concur in Tranquility and Happinefs* 

FadiXj qui potuit rerum cognofcere eaufus \ 
Atque metus omnesy & in exoraiile fatum 
Subjecit pedituSy ftrepitumq\ Acberontis avari. 
Fortunatusy Csf ille^ Deos qui navit agreftesy 
Panaq\ Sylvanumq\ fenem, Nympbafq\ forores ^^ 

Happy the Man who vers'd in Nature's Laws^ 
Of her EfFeds can trace the wond'rous Caule 5 
Who without Fear his certain Fate can meet» 
And trample DeatH itfelf beneath his Feet j 
And happy he who haunts the rural Gods, 
Pan^ and Sylvanusj and the Nymphs Abodes -|-, 

The Births of all Things are weak and tender, and thers* 
fore are we to have an Eye to their Beginnings 5 for as 
when in their Infancy the Danger is not perceived ; fo when 
it is grown up, the Remedy is no more to be found. I had 
every Day encountered a Million of Crofles, harder to di- 
geft in the Progrefs of my Ambition, than it was for me to 
• curb the natural Propenfion that inclined me to it. 

— y^r^ porborruiy 
Late confpicuum tolere vefticem j^,. 

Well might thy Friend be fhy, 
To raife his Head too high ||. 



I 






• Virgil. Geetg. lib. ii. v. 490. f Mr. Benfiu. 

% Hot. lib. iii. Ode 16. v. 18. (Sir Hicb. Fwi/bms^ 
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All publick A6Hons are fubjeft to various ^-^^^ ^^^^ 

and uncertain Interpretations, for too many as *well as 

Heads judge of them. Some fay of this Montaigne 

City-Employment of mine (and I am will- ^'^^f^Jf ^bought 

' /• * Txr 1 r • y , of bii C§nJu3m 

mg to fay a Word or two of it, not that it 4^y^ ^^ ^^ 
is worth 10 much, but to give an account of Mayor of 
my Manners in fuch Things) that I behaved Bourdeaux. 
myfelf in it like a Man not eafy to be moved, and with a 
languid Aflfeftion : and they have fome colour for what 
they fay* I endeavour to keep my Mind and my Thoughts 
in repofe. Cumfemper natura^ turn etiam at ate jam quietus* 
J. e. jls being always quiet by Nature^ fo alfo now by 
Age. And if they fometimes lafh out upon fome rude and 
fenfible Impreflion, it is in truth without my Advice. 
Yet from this natural Decay of my Spirits Men ought not 
to conclude a total Inability in me -, (for want of Care and 
want of Senfe, are two Things) and much lefs any Slight 
or Ingratitude towards that Corporation, who did their ut- 
moft to oblige me, both before they knew me and aften 
And they did much more for me in chufing me anew, than 
in conferring that Honour upon me at firft ; I wifli them 
all the Good that can be. And doubtlefs, upon occafion, 
there is nothing I would have (pared for their Service; I 
exerted myfelf as much for them as I would have done for 
myfelf. They are a good, warlike and generous People, 
but capable of Obedience and Difcipline, and of whom 
good ufe may be made, if they are well guided. They 
wy alfo, that my Adminiftration was pafled over without 
any Remark or Eclat of moment. It is true : They 
moreover accufe my Indolence in a time when every body 
almoft was convinced of doing too much. I am impatient 
to be doing where my Will fpurs me on, but this Point is 
an Enemy to Perfeverance. Whoever will make ufe of me, 
according to my own way, let him employ me in Affairs 
where Vigour and X«ibeity are required -, where a diredt, 
Ihort, and moreover a hazardous Condudt are neceffary, 
I peradventure may do fomethingj but if it muft be long, 
fubtle, laborious, artificial and intricate, they were better 
apply to fomebody elfe. All important Offices are not 
difficult : I was prepared for Work a little more rough, 

had 
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had there been great Occafion ; for it is in my Power to 
do fometliing more than I do, and than I love to do ^ I 
did not to my Knowledge, omit any Thing that my Duty 
really required ; it is true, that I eafily forgot thofe Offices 
that Ambition mixes with Duty, and gilds with its Tide. 
Thofe arc they, that for the moft part ingrofs the Eyes 
and Ears, and give Men the moft Satisfaftion. Not the 
Thing, but the Appearance, contents them. They think 
Men deep if they hear no Noife. My Humour is an 
Enemy to Tumult. I could appeafe a Riot without dif* 
turbing myfelf, and chaftife a Diforder without many 
Words. If I (land in need of Anger, and Inflammation, 
I borrow it, and put it on as a Made ; my Deportment is 
dull •, rather faint than (harp. I do not condemn a Ma- 
giftrate that fleeps, provided the People under his chai]gp 
fleep as well as he: the Laws in that cafe fleqp 
too. For my part, I commend a fmooth, fblitary and 
filent Life. Neque fubmijfam^ (iff abjeSiam^ neque fe efferen- 
fern *. i. e. ji Life equally free from Meannefs and Infi' 
ience. My Fortune requires it to be fuch. I am defcended 
from a Family that has lived without Luftre or Tumuk, 
and time out of mind particularly ambitious of Valour 
and Sincerity. Our People now adays are ib bred up to 
Buftk and Oftentation, that Good-nature, Moderatioo, 
Equity, Conftancy, and fuch quiet and obfcure Qua- 
lities, are no longer regarded. Rough Bodies are eafily 
telt, the fmooth ones fcarce at all. Sickneis is felt, 
Health little, if at all, no more than the Oils that fo- 
ment us, in comparifon of the Pains that torment us. It 
is adling for a Man's Reputation and particular Profit, 
not for the publick Weal, to refer that to be done in tbe 
Forum, which a Man may as well do in the Council-Chamber, 
and to put off to Noon- day, what might have been dooe 
the Night before ; and to be zealous to do that himielf 
which his Colleague can do as well as he. So fome Chi- 
rurgions of Greece performed their Operations upon Scaf- 
folds, in the Sight of the People, to draw more Pradice 
and Cuftom. They think that good Rules cannot be ua* 

f Ciciro dt 0£\c^ lib. i. c 34* 
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derftood but by the Sound of Trumpet* Ambition is not 
a Vice of little People, and of fuch Abilities as ours. 
One faid to Alexander^ Your Father will leave you a great 
Dominion, eafy and peaceable ', this Youth was emulous 
of his Father's Victories, and the Juftice of his Govern- 
ment, and did not wifti to have enjoyed the Empire of 
the World in Eafe and Peace. Akibiades in Plato^ had 
rather die exceeding young, beautiful, rich, noble and 
learned, than to continue in fuch an effeminate State. 
This Difeafe is peradventure excufable in fo ftrong and fb 
capacious a Mind. When thefe poor mean Souls enlarge 
themfelves, and think to Ipread their Fame, for having 
given right Judgment in an Affair, or continued the Dif- 
cipline of keeping the Guard of a Gate of their City ; the 
more they think to exalt their Heads, the more they Ihew 
their Tails. This little well-doing has neither Body nor 
Life ; it vanifhes in the firft Mouth, and goes no farther 
than from one Street to another. Talk of it in God's 
Name to your Son, or your Servant ; like that old Fel- 
low, who having no other Auditor of his Praifes, nor 
Commender of his Valour, boafted to his Chamber- 
maid, crying out, O Perret^ What a gallant brave Man 
haft thou to thy Mafter ! At the worft talk of it to your- 
felf, like a Counlellor of my Acquaintance, who having 
difgorged a whole Bundle of Law Cafes, full of Paragraphs, 
with very great Heat, and as great Folly, coming out of 
the Council-Chamber to the pifling Place, was heard very 
confcientioufly to mutter betwixt his Teeth. Non nobis^ 
Domne^ non nobisj fed nemini tuo da gloriam. i. e. Not 
unto usj O Lardy not unto us^ but unto thy Name be the 
Glory. He who can get it of nobody elfe, may pay him- 
felf out of his own Purie. Fame is not proftituted at (o 
cheap a rate. Rare and exemplary Aftions, to which it 
is due, would not endure the Company of this prodigious 
Crowd of little temporary Performances. Marble may 
exalt your Titles as much as you pleafe, for having re- 
paired a Rod of a ruinous Wall, or cleanfed a publick 
Aquedudt, but no Men of Senfe will do it. Renown 
does not attend every good Deed, if Novelty and Difficul- 
ty be not conjoined in it. Nay, fo much as meer Efti- 

mation^ 
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xnation, according to the Stoicks, is not due to every Aot | 
tion that proceeds from Virtue j neither will they allow 
him lb much as Thanks, who out of Temperance for- 
bears to meddle with any old blear-eyed Hag. Such as 
have known the admirable Qualities of Scifio Africaim^ 
deny him the Glory that Paruetius attributes to him, of 
being abftinent from Gifts as a Glory not fo much his, as 
that of the Age he lived in. We have Pleafures fuitable 
to our Fortunes, let us not ufurp thofe of Grandeur. 
Our own are more natural, and by fo much more folid and 
fure, as they are more low. If not for that of Conlci'» 
cnce, yet at leaft for Ambition fake, let us rejedt Amhir 
tion, let us difdain that Thirft of Honour and Renown, 
fo low and beggarly, that it makes us aik it as an Alms 
from all Sorts of People : ^if^e eft ifta laus quapoffit e ma- 
£ello peti * ? i.e. IVkat Praife is that which is to be got at 
the Shambles ? by abjedt Means,* and at any cheap rate ib- 
cver. To be fo honoured is Diihonour. Let us learn to be 
no more greedy, 'dian we are capable of Honour. To be 
puffed up with every Adtion that is innocent, or of ufc, is 
only for thofe with whom fuch Deeds are extraordinary and 
rare \ they will value it as it cofts them. How muck 
more a good Effedt makes a Noife, fo much \ abate of 
the Goodnefs of it ; and enter into fulpicion that it was j 
more performed to be talked of, than upon the account 
of its Goodnefs : Being expofed upon the Stall, it is half 
fold. Thofe Adlions have much more Grace, that flip 
from the Hand of the Performer negligently, and with- 
out Noife ; and which fome honeft Man afterwards chufes 
out, and raifes from the Shade, to produce it to the 
Light for their own Sakes. The vaineft Man in the 
World faid, Mibi quidcm laudabiliora videntur omnioj ^ 
Jive venditatione^ ^ finepopulo teftefiunt ■}-. i. e. jlU ^bit^s 
truly feem incre laudable to me^ that are performed without Of- 
tentation^ and without the Teftimony of the People. I bad 
nothing to do but to preferve and to continue, which arc 
filcnt and fenfible Effe<5ts. Innovation is of great Luftre^ 



• Cicero de Fin. Bon & Mai. lib. xi. c. 15. 
f Cicero Tufc. QuaeH. lib. ii. c. 26. 
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but it is interdi6led at this Time, when we are prefled 
upon, and have nothing to defend ourfelves from but Nor 
velties. To forbear doing, is often as generous as to do, 
but it is not fo confpicuous ; and the little Good I have 
in me is all almoft of this kind. In fine, Occafions in 
this Employment of mine, have been confiftent with mjr 
Humour, and I thank them for it. Is there any one who 
defires to be fick for the fake of leeing his Phyfician em- 
ployed ? And fhould not that Phyfician be whipped, who 
wifhed the Plague amongft us, that he might put his Arc 
in praftice ? I was never of that wicked Humour, though 
common enough, to defire that the Trouble %^ Diforders 
of this City fliould fet off and do honour to /ny Govern- 
ment ; I heartily contributed all I could to their Tranqui- 
lity and Eafe. He who will not thank me* for the Order, 
the fweet and filent Calm that accompanied my Adminif- 
tration, cannot however deprive me of the Share of it 
that belongs to me by the Title of 11% good Fortune. 
And I am of fuch a Compofition, that I would as willingly 
be happy as wife ; and had rather owe my Succefles pure- 
ly to the Favour of Almighty God, than to any Operation 
of my own. I had fufliciently publiflied to the World 
my Unfitnefs for fuch publick Offices ; but I have fome- 
thing in me yet worfe than Incapacity ; which is, that I 
am not much difpleafed at it, and that I do not much go 
about to cure it, confidering the Courfe of Life that I 
have propofed to myfeif. Neither have I fatisfied myfelf 
in this employment, but I have very near arrived at 
what I promifed myfelf from my own Performance, an4 
have yet much furpafled what I promifed them with 
whom I had to do : For I am apt to promife fomething 
lefs than what I am able to do, and than what I hope to 
make good. I aflTure myfelf that I have left no Impref- 
fions of Offence or Hatred behind me, and to leave a 
Regret or Defire of me amongft them. I at leaft know 
very well tliat I did never much affeft it. 
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^"^•^^mene buic confidere tnonftroy 

Mtne falis placidi mltum^ fluSufque quietos 

Ignorare * ? 

Me doft thou bid to truft the treacherous Deep ! 

Her Harlot Smiles (hall I believe again. 

And oft betray'd, not know the Monfter Main f • 
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7hi Yior cut \^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^"^ Years ^go that 
ieti Days JL ^y ^^^c ^c Year ten Days fliorter in 

A^^« France. How manv Oianges may we cx- 

pedt to follow this Reformation ? This was properly remov- 
ing Heaven and Eardi at once ^ and yet nothing ftirs &om 
its Place : My Neighbours ftill find their Seafons of fowing 
and reaping, and ortrading, together^vith the lucky and un- 
lucky Days, juft at the fame Inftant, where they had time out 
of mind affigned them. There was no Error perceived incur 
old Ufage, nor is there Amendment found in the new. So 
great an Incertainty there is throughout; fo grofs, (Ay- 
fcure and dull is our Perception ! It is faid, that this Re- 
gulation might have been carried on with lefs Innconve- 
nience, by ^bftrafting for fome Years, according to tbe 
Example of Auguftus^ the Biflextile, which is ujpon die 
whole a Day of Hindrance and Confufion, till we had 
exadly fatisfied that Debt ; which is not performed neidier 
by this Corredtion, and we yet remain fome Days m Ar- 
rear : And furely by the fame means Care might be taken 
for the future, by ordering. That after the Revolution of 
fufch a Year, or fuch a Number of Years, this fupemumc- 
rary Day might be always eclipfcd, jfo that we could not 

hence- 

• Firgil JEnAL \&.f .N«.%Vi* 
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henceforward exceed above four-and-twenty Hours in our 
mifreckoning. We h^ve no other Account of Time but 
Years ; the World has for many Ages made ufe of that 
only, and yet it is a Mcafure that to this day we have not 
fixed upon ; fuch an one, that we ftill doubt what Form 
other Nations have varioufly given to it, . and what was 
the true Ufe of it. What does this Saying of fome 
mean, ^bat the Heavens^ in growing oJd^ prefs nearer to^ 
wards usy and pui us to an Uncertainty even of Hours and 
Days ? And that which Plutarch fays of the Months, That 
jijirology had not^ in bis time^ determined the Motion of th$ 
Moon ? So, what a fine Condition are we in to keep* Re* 
cords of Things pad ! 

I was juft now ruminating, as I often do, vysv - ^f 
what a free and roving Thing human Rea- /^ hmZum* 
(on is. I ordinarily fee^ that Men, in dirfiandiug^ 
Things propofcd to them, are n)ore curious y^^^^ e^^^* 
to find out the Reafoa of a Thing, than to ^Cajni^ 
find out the Truth of it. They flip over Faa'btfirg 
Frefuppbfitions, but nicely examine Confe* thertisaCer^ 
quences. They leave the Things and fly to (^'"(^ ^ffi^ 
the Caufes. Pleafent Difputants ! The ^''^• 
Knowledge of Cauies does only ccmcerp him who has 
the Condud of Things, not us, who are only to under- 
go them, and who have a full and compleat Ufe of them 
according to our need, without penetrating into their Ori- 
ginal and Eflcnce. Neither is Wine more pleafant to him 
that knows its firft Qualities. On the contrary, both the 
Body and Soul alter and interrupt the Right diey have of 
the Ufe of the World, and of themielves, by mixing with 
it the Opinion of Learning. Eflfefts concern us, but the 
Means not at all. To determine and to diftribute apper- 
tain to the Superior and the Governor, as it does to the 
Sut^e£t and the Learner to accept it. Let me refume 
our Cuftom. They commonly begin thus : How is fuch a 
Thing done ? Whereas they Ihould fay. Is fuch a Thing done? 
By our Talk we are able to create an hundred other 
Worlds, and to find out the Beginnings and Contexture ; 
it needs neither Matter nor Foundation. Let the Tongue 

run. 
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run, it builds as well in a Vacuum as on the Earth ; and 
with Inanity as well as Matter. 

Vare pondus idoneafumo *. 

And can give Weight to Smoke. 

I find, that almoft throughout we fliould fav, There is m 
fucb Thing ; and ftiould myfelf oft make ufe of this An- 
fwer, but I dare not -, for they cry, // is a Defe^ produad- 
from Ignorance and JVeaknefs of Underftanding. And 
I am forced, for the moft part, to play the Impcr--' 
tinent for Company, and to prate of frivolous and 
idle Subjefts, which I believe ne'er a Word of. Be- 
fides that, in truth, it is a little rude and quarreUom^ 
flatly to deny a Propofition ; and there are few Pecq>k 
but will affirm, efpecially in Things hard to be believed, 
that they have feen them, or at leaft will name fuch Wit- 
nefles whofe Authority ftops our Contradi6lion. By thii 
means we know the Foundations and Means of a thouiaiid 
Things that never were ; and the World fcolds about « 
thoufand Queftions, of which the pro and con are bodi 
falfe. Ita finitima funt falfa veris^ ut in prMtpitem hem 
non debeat fe fapiens commit t ere +. i. e. Falfe Things arefo 
like the true^ that a wife Man fhotdd not truft bimfelf upm 
the Precipice. Truth and Lies have the fame Aipcdi 
their Port, Tafte and Paces, arc the fame, and we look upon 
them with the fame Eye. I find that we are not only re- 
mifs in defending ourfelves from Deceit, but we feek and 
offer ourfelves to be gulled ^ we love to entangle ourfelves 
in Vanity, as a Thing conformable to our Beingt 
What Credit ^ ^^^c fecn the Birth of many RCrada 

falfi Miracles of my Time, which although they were 
^'^i^'^'ij ^*'^ ^^^"> y^^ have we notfailed to forefcc what 

tn the World. ^^^y ^^^j j j^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ j.^. 

It is but finding the end of the Clue, and a Man may 
wind off as much as he will ; and there is a greater Diftanoc 

• Perjiw Sat. V. vcr. 20. f Cicero QaaH. Acad. lib. tv. c. %\. 
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t Nothings and the minuteft thing in the World, thaa 
I betwixt that and the greateft. Now, the firft that 
ftured with this Beginning of Novelty, when they fet 
ir Hiftory, find, by the Oppofition they meet with, 
the Difficulty of Perfuafion lies, and caulk that Place 
)me falfe Piece. Befides that, Infita bominihus libi^ 
mdi de indufiria rumor es^ Men having a natural Lufi 
2gate Reports J we naturally make a Confcience of re- 

what has been lent us, without fome Ufury and 
3n of oqr own Invention. Private Error firft 

public Error ; and afterwards, in turn, public Er- 
afes a particular one; Thus all this Fabric rifes by 
7ork nx)m hand to hand, fo that the remoteft Wit- 
lows more than thofe that are neareft j and the laft 
ed is more certain than the firft. 'Tis a na- 
^rogrefs : For whoever believes any thing, thinks 
Work of Charity to perfuade another into the 
Opinion. Which the better to do, he will make 
[ficulty of adding as much of his own Inven- 
ls he conceives neceffary to obviate the Refiftance or 

of Conception he fuppofes in others. I myfelf, 
kake a particular Confcience of Lying, and am not 
Jicitous of gaining Credit and Authority to what I 
do yet find, that in the Arguments I have in hand, 
warned with the Oppofition of another, or by the 

Heat of my own Narration, I fwell and pufi^up my 
it by Voice, Motion, Vigour and Force of Words 5 
oreover by Extention and Amplification ; not with- 
•gudice to the naked Truth : But I do it on Condi- 
svcrthelefs, that to the firft who brings me to Recol- 
L and who aOcs me the plain and real Truth, I 
dy furrender, and deliver it to him without Exag- 
>n, without Emphafis, or Interlarding of my own. 
ck and earneft Way of Speaking, as mine is, is apt 
i into Hyperbole. There is nothing to which Men 
lonly are more inclined, than to give way to their own 
3ns. Where the ordinary Means fail us, we add 
aand and Force, Fire and Sword. *Tis a Misfor- 
x> be at that pafs, that the bell Touchftone of the 
I, muft be the Multitude of BeUcvers, in a Cro^d^ 
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where the Number of Fools fo much exceeds the Wife. 
^afi vero quidquamfit tarn valde^ quam nihil fapere^ vulgar e. 
iSanitatis patrocinium ejij infanientium turha *. \.t. As tf any 
thing were fo common as Ignorance, ^he Mob of Fools is a 
ProteSiion to the Wife. 'Tis hard for a Man to form his 
Judgment againft the common Opinions. The firft Per- 
fuafion taken of the very Subjeft itfelf, poflefles the Simple, 
and from that it fpreads to the Wife, by the Authority of 
the Number and Antiquity of the Witnefles. For my part, 
what I Ihould not believe from one, I Ihould not be- 
lieve from a hundred ; and I do not judge of Opinions 
by the Years. *Tis not long fince one of our Princes, in 
whom the Gout had fpoiled an excellent natural Genius, 
and fprightly Difpofition, fuflfered himfelf to be fo far per- 
fuaded with the Report of the wonderful Operations of a 
A Priefi that Certain f^rieft, who by Words and Geftures 
€ured all forts cured all forts of Difeafes, as to go a long 
^Di^<5/?j ^ Journey to feek him out ; and by the Force 
GeftureT ^^ ^^^ Apprehenfion for fome time, fo per- 

fuaded and laid his Legs aflcep for feveral 
hours as to obtain that Service from them which they had 
a long time left off. Had Fortune packed together five 
or fix fuch Accidents, it had been enough to have brought 
this Miracle into Nature. There was after this difcovered 
fo much Simplicity, arid fo little Art in the Architeft 
gf fuch Operations, that he was thought too contemp- 
tible to be punifhed ; as would be the Cafe of moft fuch 
Things, were they examined to the Bottom. Mramur ex 
intervallo fallentia f, i. e. fFe admire at things that deceive by 
their Difiance. So doe$ our Sight oft reprefcht to. us ftrange 
Jmages at diftance, that vanilh in approaching them 
•^ear. Nunquam ad liquidum fama perducitur Xx u^^Fam^ 
fisver reports Things iff their tru^ Light. 

^ Cicero dediv. lib* ii. c, 39. Item Aug, de Civit. Dei^ lib« yL c. io. 
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'Tis to be wondered at, from how many idle /^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
Beginnings and frivolous Caufes fuch famous ta he fi difficult 
Impreflions commonly proceed. This it is ^ matter to be 
that obftrufts the Information ; for whilft we ^J^^"^^^ f^"^ 
feek out the Caufes, and the great apd /a//,^ " 
weighty Ends, worthy of fo great a Name, 
Ave lofe the true ones. They efcape our Sight by their 
Littlenefs : And, in truth, a prudent, diligent and fubtle 
Enquirer is neceflary in fuch Searches ; one who is indiffe- 
rent and not prepoflefled. 

To this very Hour all thefe Miracles and ^at Mon- 
ftranse Events have concealed themfelves ^&f*^fg^^ 

r ^ T V. r -J thecUarefiof 

from me j I have never feen a more evident Miracles. 
Monfter or Miracle in the World than my- 
felf : A Man grows familiar with all ftrahge Things. by 
Time and Cuftom ; but the more I vifit, and the better I 
know myfelf, the more does my own Deformity aftonifli 
me, and the lefs I underftand of myfelf. 

The chief Prerogative of advancing and Stor^ of a Mi- 
producing fuch Accidents, is referved to For- racksvery near 
tune. Riding the other Day through a Vil- ^J^^J^lf^ 
lage, about two Leagues from my Houfe, I a^iy^^^ 
found the Place yet hot with the Rumour of Foundation. 
a Miracle lately happened there, wherewith 
the Neighbourhood had been feveral Months amufed, fb 
that neighbouring Provinces began to take the Alarm, and 
there was a vafte Concourfe to it of all forts of People. A 
young Fellow of the Town, had one Night counterfeited 
the Voice of a Spirit in his own Houfe, without any 
other Defign, but only for prefent Sport ; but this hav- 
ing fucceeded with him a little better than he expedted, 
in order to illuftratc his Farce with more A<5h)rs, he took a 
ftupid filly Country Girl into the Scene, and at laft they were 
three of the fame Age and Underftanding, who from do- 
meftic Ledures, proceeded to public Preaching, hiding 
themfelves under the Altar of the Church, pever fpeaking 
but by Night, and forbidding any Light to be brought. 
From Words which tended to the Converfion of the World, 
and Threats of the Day of Judgment (for thefe are Sub- 
jcfts under tUe Authority and Revcrcngc gf which Impo* 
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fture does moft fecurely lie concealed) they proceeded to 
Vifions and Geftures, fo fimple and ridiculous, that no- 
thing could hardly be fo grofs in the Diverfion of little 
Children : Yet had Fortune never fo little favoured 
the Defign, who knows to what Height this Juggling 
rnight have at laft 'arrived ? Thefe poor Devils are at pre- 
fcnt in Prifon, and are like to pay for their Impofition on 
the Public, and I know not whether fome Judge may not 
alfo make them fmart for impofing on him. We fee 
clearly in this which js difcovered ; but in many things of 
the like Nature, that exceed our Knowledge, I am of Opi- 
nion, that we ought to fufpend our Judgment, and to 
keep it in a State as fit to rejeft as to receive them. 
JheFoundation Great Abufe, or, to fpeak more boldly, 
of ail the hn- all the Abufes of the World are begot by 
^i^j m the Qyj. ijeing taught to be afraid of profeffing 
*^ ' our Ignorance, and from our being bound to 

accept whatever we are not able to confute. We fpeak of 
all Things by Precepts and Decifion. The Stile of 
Rome was, that even that which a Witnefs depofed he had 
feen with his own Eyes, and what a Judge determined 
from his moft certain Knowledge, was couched in this 
Form of fpeaking, Itfeems. They make me hate Things 
that are likely, when they impofe them upon me for infal- 
lible. I love thofe Words which moUifie and moderate the 
Temerity of our Propofitions, Peradventurey In fome Sort^ 
fome fay ^ I thinks and the like: And had I been to train 
up Children, I would have fo familiarifed them to the in- 
terrogatory and not peremptory Way of anfwering, Wiat 
does this mean ? luhderftand it not\ It nurf be\ Is it true-^ 
that they fhould rather have retained the Form of Pupils at 
thrcefcore Years old, than to go out Doctors at Ten, as 
they now do. Whoever will be cured of Ignorance, muft 
confefs it. 

J kind fjgm • Irts IS the Daughter of Tbaumantis \ Admi- 
rancf mtcb to ration is the Foundation of all Philofophy, 
b, ejiemtd. Inquiry the Progrefs, and Ignorance the End. 
Nay in truth, there is a fort of Ignorance ftrong and gene- 
rous, that yields nothing in Honour and Courage to 
Knowledge ^ an Ignorance,^ of which to conceive, requires 

no 
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no lefs Knowledge than to conceive of Knowledge itfelf. 
I faw in my younger Years, a Procefs which Corras a Coun- 
fellor of Tholoufe put out in Print, of a ftrange Accident 
of two Men, who prefented themfelves the one- for the 
other. I remember (and I hardly remember any thing 
fo well) that he feemed to have rendered the Impofture of 
him whom he judged to be guilty, fo wonderful, and {o 
far exceeding both our Knowledge and his own, who was 
the Judge, that I thought it a very bold Sentence which 
condemned him to be hanged. Let us take up fome Form 
of Arreft, that fays. The Court Underftands nothing of the 
matter ; more freely and ingenuoufly than the Areopagites 
did, who finding themfelves perplexed with a Caufe they 
could not unravel, ordered the Parties to appear again after 
an hundred Years. 

The Witches of my Neighbourhood run a Whether /htn 
Hazardof their Lives, upon the Intelligence '^' ^'T^^^\ 
of every new Author, that gives a real Sub- Jaxredslrip^ ^ 
ftance to their Dreams. To accommodate tures any thing 
the Examples that Holy Writ gives us of ^«« he inferred 
fuch things. Examples that are moft cer- %{^l^J ^ 
tain and irrefragable, and to make our mo- £^tu ^^^ 
dern Events of the fame kind, as we neither 
fee their Caufes nor their Means, will require another fort 
of Wit than ours. It peradventure only appertains to that 
moft potent Teftimony, to tell us, This is true^ and that is 
true^ end not that other. GOD ought to be believed, and 
certainly with very good Reafon ; but not one amongft us. 
for all that^ who is aftoniihed at his own Narration, (and 
he muft of Neceffity be aftoniihed, if he be not out of his 
Wits) whether he employ it in the Cafe of another, or 
againft himfelf. 

I am plain and blunt, and am inclined to -^''^ Witchu 
that which is folid and more likely, avoiding ^^^j^^^^^ 
thole antient Reproaches, Majoremftdem ho- ^Sn! any things 
mines adhibent eis qtue non inteUigunt. Cufi' and treated 
dine humani ingenii libentius obfcura creduntur *. ^°fi °f*^^ ^^^' 
i. e. Men are moft apt to believe obfcure Things ^^"^X'^oT^ 
and what they leaft underftand. I fee very nueras. 

• 2VtfiV.Hi&.lib.i.C22. 
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well that Men are angry, and that I am forbidden to doubt 
upon pain of execrable Injuries. A new Way of perfuad- 
ing \ God forgive them. I am not to be cufft into Belief. 
Let them be angry with thofe that accufe their Opinion of 
Falfity, I only accufe it of Difficulty and Boldnefs ; and 
condemn the oppofite AfHrmation equally with them, tho' 
not fo impewoufly. He who eftablifhes his Argument. by 
Authority and Heftoring, difcovers his Reafon to be weak. 
For a verbal and fcholaftic Altercation, let them have as 
much Appearance as their Contradiftors. Videantur^fanej 
non affirmentur modb ♦. i. e. Be the Things that are advanced 
probable^ well and good ; provided they are not abfolutefy af- 
firmed. But in the real Confequence they draw from it, 
chefe have much the Advantage. To convince Men, a clear 
and fhining Light is required. Our Life is too real and 
eflential a Thing to warrant thofe fupernatural and fantaftic 
Accidents. As to Drugs and Poifons, I throw them out 
of my Account, as being the worft forts of Homicide : 
Yet even in this, 'tis faid, that Men are not always to in- 
fift upon the proper Confeflions of thefe People ; for Men 
have fometimes been known to accufe themfelves of the 
Murder of Perfons who have afterwards been found liv- 
ing and well. In thefe other extravagant Accufations, I 
fhould be apt to fay, That it is fufficient, that a Man, what 
Recommendation loever he may have, be believed in hu- 
man Things ; but of what is beyond his Conception, and 
of a fupernatural Effedt, he ought then only to be be- 
lieved, when 'tis "authorized by a fupernatural Approbation. 
The Privilege it has pleafed God to give to fome of our 
Teftimonies, ought not to be lightly communicated and 
made cheap. I have my Ears battered with a thoufand 
fuch Flim-flams as thefe. * Three faw him fuch a Day 
* in the Eaft 5 three the next Day in the Wefl: ; at fuch 
' an Hour, in fuch a Place, and in fuch a Habit.' In 
earneft, I fliould not take my own Word for it. How 
much more natural and likely do I find it that two Men 

♦ C//. Acad. QuaEll. 1. ir. c. 27. 
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fhould lye, than that one Man, in twelve Hours time, fhould 
fly with the Wind from Eaft to Weft ? How much more 
natural, that our Underftanding fliould be perverted by the 
Volubility of our difordered Minds, than it is that one 
of us fhould be carried, by a ftrange Spirit, upon a Broom- 
ftafF, Flefli and Bones, as we are, up the Shaft of a Chim- 
ney ? Let us not feek Delufions that are external and un- 
known, we who are perpetually agitated with Delufions 
that are domeftic and our own. Methinks a Man is par- 
donable in diibelieving a" Miracle, as far at leaft as he can 
divert and expunge the Verification of it by no wonderful 
Ways. And I am of St. . AugufHne\ Opinion, That 'tis 
better to lean towards Doubt than AflTurance, in Things 
hard to prove, and dangerous to believe. 'Tis now fome 
Years ago, that I travelled through the Territories of a fo- 
yereign Prince, who, in my Favour, and to abate my In^ 
credulity, did me the Honour to let me fee, in his own 
Prefence, and in a particular Place, ten or twelve Prifo- 
Ibners of this Kind •, and amongft others, an old Hag^ a 
teal Witch in Naftinefe and Deformity, who long had 
been famous in that Profefllon. I faw both Witch-marh. 
Proofs and free Confefllons, " and I know not 
what unaccountable Mark upon this miferable old Crea- 
ture : I examined and talked with her, and the reft, as 
much and as long as I would, and gave the utmoft Atten- 
tion I could ; neither am I a Man to fuffer my Judgment 
to be captivated by Prepofleflion ; but upon the whole in 
my Confcience I (hould fooner have prefcribed them Helle- 
hore than Hemlock. Captifyue res magis mentibus^ quam con- 
fceleratis Jimilis vifa ♦. i. e. The ^hing feemed rather to be at- 
tributed to Madnefs than Malice. Juftice has Correc- 
tion proper for fuch Maladies. As to the Oppofitions 
and Arguments that I have met with from honeft Men 
both there and oft in other Places, I have found none 
that have convinced me, and that have not admitted a 
more likely Solution than their Conclufions. It is true inr 

* Lifvius, 



328 Montaigne'j Ejfays. Book III. 

deed, that as to Proofs and Reafons that arc founded upon 
Experience and Matter of Faft, I do not unhinge them, 
neither have they any End. I often cut them, as Alexan- 
der did the Gordion Knot. After all, 'tis fetting a Man's 
Conjectures up at a very high Price, to caufe a Man to be 
roaftcd alive for them. 

„ . . , We are told by feveral Examples (and par- 

to think tklt ticularly by Praftantius ♦ of his Father) that 
IVitchesare being morc drowned in fleep than Men gc- 
crack brained I nerally af e, he fancied himfelf to be a Beaft of 
%fZTaihu Burthen, and that he ferved the Soldiers for 
i^ord fiouldbi ^ Sumpter-horfe ; and what he fancied him- 
takenfir it. felf to be, hc really proved. If Witches 

dream fo materially -, if Dreams can feme* 
times fo incorporate themfelves in the Efiedts, I cannot be- 
lieve that therefore our Wills fhould be accountable to Ju- 
flice ; which I fay, as a Man, who am neither Judg^ nor 
Privy-Counfellor ; and who think myfelf by many De- 
grees unworthy fo to be, but a Man of the common Sort 
born, and devoted to the Obedience of the public Reafon, 
both in his Words and Aftions. He that fhould quote my 
Whimfies to the Prejudice of the moft paltry Law, Opi- 
nion or Cuftom of his Parifli, would do himfelf a gteat 
deal of wrong, and me much more. For in what 1 lay, 
I warrant no other Certainty, but that 'tis what I had then 

* After a fniitlefs Search to find oat wli6 were this Pr^tfiantim and 
his Father, I was informed by M. de la Mmnoye whom nothing efcapes. 
He referred me to the Trzd de Civitati DeiAih. xviii. ch. 18. where 
Sc. j^ujlin reports the Fadl as follows, *mic. One PrafimKtitu faid, that 
his Father having eaten fome Cheefe in which -there had been aSpeU, 
flept fcveral Days in his Bed fo found that none could awake him, tiD 
the Lethargy going off, he told the Vifions he had had» 'vix. That he 
was turned into a Horfe, and that in this Shape hie had feryed the Soldiers 
for a Sumpter-horfe, which fays St. Auftin^ aSuaily bi^femd as hi rekui 
it. The Holy Father is of Opinion, that in Cafes of this fort the Devil 
prefents to the Speffcators a viuonarv Body which they take for a letl 
Animal, a Horfe, an Afs, l^c. and that the Man who imagines himfelf 
to be that Afs or th&t Horfe, thinks he carries a real &rden, as much If 
it was poffible for him to fancy it in a Dream ; fo that if fuch Phantom 
of an Animal carries reaJ Bodies they are the Daemons who carrv them 
in order to deceive Men, who then fee real Bodies on the Back of > 
Sumpter-horfe, which is a mere Phantom. 

Ul 
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in my Thought Confufed and wavering Thought.. All 
I fay is by way of Difcotirfe, and nothing by way of Ad- 
vice. Nee me pudet^ ut ijios^ fateri nefcire^ qu$d nefciam *• 
i. e. Neither am I ajhamed^ as they are^ to confefs my Igno- 
rance of what I do not know. I fhould not fpeak fo boldly, 
if it were my Due to be believed. And fo I told a great 
Man, who complained of the Tartnefs and Contention of 
my Exhortations. Perceiving you to be politive on one fide 
of the Queftion, I propofe to you the other, with all the 
Care I can, to clear your Judgment, not to bind it. God 
has your Heart in his Hands, and will furnifh you with 
the Choice. I am not fo prefumptuous as to defire that 
my Opinions fhould biafs you in a Thing of fo great Im- 
portance. My Fortune has not trained them up to fuch 
potent and fublime Conclufions. Truly I have not only a 
great many Humours, but alfo a great riiany Opinions, 
that I would endeavour to make my Son diflike, if I had 
one. Why? Even the trueft are not always the moft 
commodious to Man, he is of fo wild a Compofition. 

Whether it be to the Purpofe, or not,'tis no Rejuaion en a 
great matter. 'Tis a common Proverb in Italy^ 'very odd Pro^ 
^hat he knows not all the Pleafures ^/ Venus to *^^'*^* 
Perfeiiiony who has never lain with a Grille. Fortune, or 
fome particular Accident, has . long ago put this Saying 
into the Mouths of the People ; and the fame is faid of 
the Men as well as of Women j for the Queen of the 
jimazons dxifwertd 2l Scythian who courted her to love; api^a 
yoKis oi(pet, Lame Men perform beft. IniJbat LamePiopU 
Feminine Republic, to evade the Dominion heft at tbt 
of the Males, they lamed them in their In- ^fono/Venm 
fancy, in their Arms, Legs, and the other Joints that gave 
them Advantage over the Females, and only made ufe of 
them in that affair wherein we in thefe Parts of % the 
World make ufe of the Sex. I fhould have been apt to 
think that the wriggling Motion of the lame Miftrefs ad- 
ded fome new Pleafure to the Affair, and a certain 
Titillation to thofe . who are engaged in it j but I have 

• Cicero Tufc. Qu. 1. i. c 25. 
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lately learrit, that ancient Philofpphy has itfelf determined 
it, which fays. That the Legs knd Thighs of lame Per- 
fons, not receiving, by reafon of their Imperfeftion, their 
due Aliment, it rails out, that the genital Parts above, 
are fuller, better fupplied, and more vigorous. Or elfe, 
that this Defcft hindering Exercife, they who fuffer it 
are at lefs Expence of their Spirits, and come more entire 
to the Sports of Venus ; which alfo is the Reafon why the 
Women iTeav- Greeks dccried the Women Weavers, as be- 
ers m^.re luftful ing more hot than other. Women, by reafon 
than other ofthe fedentary Occupation, which they have 
fFomen. without any great Exercife of the Body. 

What is it we may not reafon of at this rate ? I might 
alfo fay of thefe. That this Jogging on their Seats, 
whilft they are at work, rouzes and provokes their Defire, 
as the fwinging and jolting of their Coaches does that of 
our Ladies of Quality. 

7he Mind of ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ Examples ferve to make good 

Man forges the what I faid at firft. That our Reafons often 
moft chim^rU anticipate the EfFeft, and have fo infinite an 
tal Reafons. Extent of Jurifdiftion, that they judge and 
exercife themfelves, even in Inanity and Non-Exiftence ? 
Befides, the Flexibility of our Invention to forge Reafons 
for all forts of Dreams, our Imagination is equally facile to 
receive Impreffions of Falfity, by very frivolous Appear- 
ances. For by the fole Authority of the antient and com- 
mon Ufe of this Proverb, I have formerly made myfelf 
believe, that I have had the more Pleafure with a Woman by 
reafon fhe was not ftrait, and accordingly reckoned that 
Deformity ambngft her Graces. 

Contrary Torquato ^dffo *, in the Comparifon he 

Caufes ajpgned makcs bctwixt France and Italy ^ fays, he has 
to one and the obfcrved, that our Legs are generally fmaller 
fame Effea, ^^1^,11 thofe of the Italian Gentlemen : and at- 
tributes the Caufe of it to our being continually on Horfe- 
back. The very Thing from which Suetonius f draws 

* P^r^^tfw deiritalia alia Francia, p. ii. f Suetonius in^ntz 

€a7ign/^, f 3. 
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a Conclufjon that is direftly oppofite ; for he Tays on the 
contrary, that Gennanicus had made his Legs bigger by 
the Continuation of the lame Exercife. Nothing is fo 
fupple and wandering as our Underftanding. 'Tis like the 
Shoe of TherameneSj fit for all Feet. 'Tis . Theramsnes 
double and various, as are alfo the Subjefts, Shoe, 
Give me a 'Dram-weight of Silver^ faid a Cynick Philofopher 
to Antigonus ; that is too little for a King to give, replied 
he ; Give me then a Talent, faid the other ; Jnd that, faid 
the King, is too much for a Cynick to ajk *. 

Seu plures ealor ille vias, fi? c^ca relax at 
Spir amenta, novas veniat quafuccus in herbas: 
Seu durat magis, &? venas aftringit hiantes, 
Ne tenues pluvi^, rapidive potentia folis 
Acrior, aut Borea penetrabik frigus adurat +. 

Virgil fays, *tis often proper tp fet Fire to the Fields, and to 
bum the ufelefs Stubble. 

Whether the Heat the gaping Ground conftrains. 
New knits the Surface, and new firings the Veins ; 
Left foaking Showr's fliould pierce her fecretSeat, 
Or freezing Boreas chill her genial Heat, 
Or fcorching Suns too violently beat. 

Ogni medaglia ha il fuo reverfo Jy i. e. Every Medal has 
its Reverfe. This is the Reafon why Clitomachus faid of 
old, that Carneades had out-done the Labours of Hercules^ 
in having eradicated from the Mind of Man, its Obfti- 
nacy and Raftinefs of judging. This fo ftrong Fancy of 
Carneades, fprung, in my Opinion, antiently from the 
Impudence of thofe who made Profeffion of Knowledge, 
and their unbounded Self-conceit. jEfop was fet to fale 
with two other Slaves ; the Buyer afked the firft What b^ 

• Sitteca dft Benef. lib. ii. c. 1 7. f Virg. CiOr. lib. i. V. 89. £ifr. 

\ Cicero Acad. Quacft. lib. ir. c. 34* 
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could do ; who, to enhance his own Value, promifed Moun-* 
tains and Miracles, faying. He could do this^ and that^ and 
I know not ivbat ; the fecond boafted as much of himfclf 
and more : When it came to Mfof% turn, and that he 
was alfo afked What he could do ? Nothings faid he, for tbefe 
two have taken up all before me \ they can do. every thing. 
So has it happened in the School of Philofophy. The 
Pride of thofe who attributed a Capacity for all things to 
human Underftanding, created in others, out of Spite and 
Emulation, this Opinion, that it is capable of nothing. The 
one maintain the fame Extream in Ignorance as the 
others do in Knowledge ; fo that it is undeniable, that 
Man is immoderate throughout, and can never (top but 
from Neceflity, and the Want of Ability to proceed 
further. 
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CHAP. xn. 

Of Pbyjiognomy. 



We admirt thi 
Difcour/es of 
Socrates out of 
pure Refbea to 
the public Ap- 
probation 
njuttbout dif" 
ctming the 
true Value of 
theittm 



ALMOST all the Opinions we have 
are derived from Authority, and taken 
upon Truft ; and 'tis not amifs. We could 
not chufe worfe than by ourfelves in fo weak 
an Age. The Reprefentation of Socrates his 
Difcourfes, which his Friends have tranf- 
mitted to us, we approve upon no other Ac- 
count, but merely the Reverence to public 
Approbation. 'Tis not according to our 
Knowledge ; they are not after our way. If any thing of 
this kind fhould Ipring up now, few Men would value 
them. We difcem not the Beauties otherwife than by cer- 
tain Features, touched up, and iiluftrated by Art. Such 
as glide on in their own genume Simplicity, eafily efcape 
fo grofs a Sight as ours ; they have a delicate and con- 
cealed Beauty, and it requires the clearefl: Sight to difco- 
ver fo fecret a Light. Is not Simplicity, * in the Senfe wc 

accept 
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accept it, Coufin- german to Folly, and a Quality of Re- 
proach ? Socrates makes his Soul move by a natural and 
common Motion. A Ptafant /aid this, A Woman faid 
that ; he never has any thing in his Mouth, but Gw- 
ters^ Joyners^ Coblers and Mafons. They are Indu6Hons 
and Similitudes ^rawn from the moft common and known 
Aftions of Men ; every one underftands 'em. We ihould 
never have conceived the Nobility and Splendor of his ad- 
mirable Conceptions under fo vile a Form ; we, I fay, who 
think all things low and flat, that arc not elevated by 
Learning, and who difcern no Riches but in Pomp and 
Show. This World of ours is only formed for Oftenta- 
tion. Men are only pufft up with Wind, and are bandied 
to and fro like Tennis -Balls. This Man propofed to him- 
felf no vain Fancies ; his Defign was to furnilh us with 
Precepts and Things that are really and moft immediately 
of Service to Life. 

f ervare modum^ finemgue tenere^ 
Naturamque fegui *. 

To keep a Mean, his End ftill to cfcfcrvc. 
And from the Laws of Nature ne'er to fwenrc#' 

He was alfo always one and the fame, and ndfed himfelf 
not by Starts, but by Conftitution, to the higheft Pitch 
of Vigour ; or to fay better. He exalted nothing, but 
rather brought down and reduced all Afperities and Diffi- 
culties to their original and natural Condition, and 
fubje£fced their Power : For in Cato 'tis moft manifeft^ 
that this is a Pace extended far above the common 
Ways of Men. In the brave Exploits of his Life, and 
in his Death, we find him always mounted upon his ma- 
naged Horfes. Whereas this Man always Ikims the 
Ground, and with a gende and ordinary Pace, delivers 
the moft ufeful Difcourfes, and bears himfelf up through 

♦ f.ucan, lib. ii. v. 381. 382. 
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the moft crabbed Difficulties that could occur in the Courfc 
of human Life even to Death. 

^Ae Oxiraaer ^^ *^^^ i^\^vi out Well, that the Man moft 
»f Socrates, as worthy to be known, and to be prefen ted to the 
'/I/ ginjen us by World for Example, is he of whom we have 
'^/ '"^•{^''^^" the moft certain Knowledge ; for he has been 
•^^£w'. pried into by the moft clear- figh ted Mea 
iUnce. that ever were. The Tefti monies we have 

of him are admirable both for their Number 
and Credit. 'Tis a great Thing that he was able fo to 
jprder the pure Imaginations of a Child, that without al- 
cering or wrefting them, he has thereby produced the moft 
beautiful Effefts of a human Soul. He prefents it neidier 
elevated nor rich, he only reprefents it found, but cer- 
tainly with a brilk and pure Health. By thefe common 
and natural Springs, by thefe vulgar and ordinary Fan- 
cies, without being moved or provoked in the Bufinefs, 
he drew up, not only the moft regular, but the moft high 
and vigorous Beliefs, Aftions and Manners that ever were. 
'Tis he who brought again from Heaven, where fhe loft 
Time, human Wifdom, to reftore her to Man, with 
whom her moft juft and greateft Bufinefs lies. See him 
plead before his Judges, do but obferve by what Reafons 
he roiKses his Courage to the Hazards of War •, with what 
Arguments he fortifies his Patience againft Calumny, Ty- 
ranny, Death, and the Perverfenefs of his Wife: You 
will find nothing in all this borrowed from Art and the Sci- 
ences. The fimpleft may there difcover their own Means 
and Power -, 'tis not poflible more to retire, or . to creep 
more low. He has done human Nature a great Favour 
in fhewing how much it can do of itfelf. 
JMan incapable We are all of us richer than we thiok we 
of Moderation are ; but wc are taught to borrow and to 
even vjith re- beg, and brought up more to make uf? of 
gardtoSaence. ^^^^ j^ another's than our ovyn, Man ^an 
in nothing fet Bounds to his Necejffity. Of Pleafur?, W^^h 
and Power, he grafps at more than he can hold j hij 
Greedineft is incapable of Moderation. And I find^ that 
in a Curiofity of knowing he is the fame ; he c^uts hirofcif 
out more Work than he ,c^ do, and more ?1»Q |ic n^ 
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to do : Extending the Utility of Knowledge as far as the 
Matter. Ut omnium rertm, fic literarum quoque^ intempe- 
rantia laboramus *. i. e, As of evety thing elfe^ we are intem- 
perate in the Purfuit of Learning. And Tacitus had reafoa 
to commend the Mother -}- of Agricola^ for having re- 
ftrained her Son in his too violent Appetite for Learning. 

'TisaGood, if duly confidered, which has . . 

in it, as the other Goods of Men have, a JaiZ7ois^J!. 
great deal of Vanity, and of proper and na- qmfition. That 
tural Weaknefs, and which colls very dear ; ^bkbis ofah^ 
the Acquifition of it is more hazardous, than -^^H'W'^ '* '* 
that of all other Suftenance. For in other *' ^ ^^^^' 
things, what we have bought, we carry home in fome Vef- 
fel, and there have Liberty to examine the Worth of it, 
how much and at what time we Ihall take it 5 but the 
Sciences we can beftow into no other Veflel than the Soul ; 
we fwallow them in buying, and return from the Market, 
either already infected, or amended. There are fuch fort$ 
as only burthen and clog us inftead of nourilhing -, and 
moreover, fome that, under colour of curing, poifon us. 
I have been pleafed, in places where I have been, to fee 
Men through Devotion make a Vow of Ignorance as well 
as Chaftity, Poverty and Penitence. *Tis as it were a 
gelding of our unruly Appetites to blunt this Curiofity 
that fpurs us on to the Study of Books ; and to deprive the 
Soul of this voluptuous Complacency, that tickles us 
thro* our Opinion of Knowledge. And *tis plenarily to 
accompUfti the Vow of Poverty to add unto it that alfo of 
the Mind. We need not be taught to live at our eafe. 
And Socrates tells us, that the Way how to attain to it, and 
the Manner how to ufe it, arp in our Power. All this 
Sufficiency of ours, which exceeds the natural, is little 
better than fiiperfluous and vain. 'Tis much if it doei^ 
not more cumber and plague us than do us good. Faucis 
fipus eft Uteris ad mentem bonant J. i. e. A Man of a good 
jyifpofition^ has little need of Learning 'Tis a feverifh Ex- 
cd& of the Mind i a turbulent and reftlefs Tpol. Do but 

• Stnec. Epift. io6. f Tacit, in the Life of Jul, JgricoU, % 4. 
} Seme. Epift. 10^. 

lOQk. 



2^6 MoNTAiGNE'i £^j^. .BookllL 

look into yourfelf, and you will find there fuch natural 
Arguments againft Ifcath, as are true, and the moft proper 
to ferve you in Neceflity . They are fuch as make a Peafant, 
and an intire People die with as much Conftancy as a Phi- 
lofopher. Should I have died lefs chearfuUy before I had 
read Cicero's Tufculanes ? I believe not. And when I con- 
fider ferioudy, I perceive that my Language is enriched in- 
deed, but my Courage little or nothing. It is juft as Na- 
ture forged it, and in any Conflidt, only defends itfelf in 
a natural and ordinary Way. Books have not fo much 
ferved me for Inftruftion as for Exercife. What if Learn- 
ing, trying to arm us with new Defences againft natural 
Inconveniences, has more imprinted in our Fancies the 
Weight and Greatnefs of 'em, than its Reafons and Sub- 
tilties to fecure us from them ? They are Subtilties indeed, 
with which it oft alarms us to little Purpofe. Do but ob- 
fervc, how many frivolous, and if nearly examined, how. 
many immaterial Arguments the moft concife and the wifcft 
Authors fcatter about one good one. They are no other than 
Quirks to deceive us. But forafmuch as this may be with 
fome Profit, I will fift them no further. Enough of that 
fort are difperfed up and down, either by Borrowing, or 
by Imitation : therefore ought a Man to take a little heed, 
not to call that Force which is only Civility, nor that So- 
lid which is only Sharp, or that Good which is only Fair. 
^a tnagis gujlata quam potata dekSlant *• i. e. Which more 
delight the Palate than the Stomach. Every thing that flat- 
ters does not feed. Ubi non ingenii^ fed animi negotium agi- 
tur -f. i. e. Where the ^eftion is not about improving the 
PP^ty but the Underjlaftding. 

Scneca'i^rw/ To fee the Buftle that Seneca xcisik^^' to for- 
Effortsinpre- tify himfelf againft Death, to fee him fo 
f^ttigfor Itis fweat and pant to harden and encourage him- 
^^ ' felf, and bait fo long upon this Perch, would 

have leflened his Reputation with me, had he not very 
bravely maintained it to the laft. His fo ardent and fre- 
quent Agitations difcover, that he was in himfelf hot and 

♦ 7hufc,\ih.s.c.^. f 5«^. Epift. 75. . 

taper 
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impetuous/ Magnus animus remijjius loquitur ^ et fecuriusz 
Non eji alius ingenio^ alius animo color *. i. e. A great Cou-- 
rage /peaks more indifferently and more firmly. The Mind and 
the Heart are of the fame Livery. He muft be convinced 
at his own Expence. And he does in fome fort difcover 
that he was hard prefled by his Enemy. 

Plutarch^s Manner the more difdainful, piutarchiV 
and the more lax it is, is, in my opinion, more loofe in 
the more manly and periuafive •, I am apt to '^" P^^** '^ 
believe, that his foul had more certain and -^^^LtfJ!^ 

« Tk ir • rww 1 • reajon more per* 

more regular Motions. The one bemg more fuafi<ve. 
fharp, pricks and makes us flart, and more 
touches the Soul ; the other being more folid, informs, 
eftablifhes, and conftantly fupports us, and more touches 
the Underftanding. That extorts, the Judgment, this 
wins it. I have likewife feen other Writings yet more re- 
verenced than thefe, which in the Reprefentation of the 
Conflift they maintain againft the Temptations of the 
Flelh, depift them fo fharp, fo powerful and invincible, 
that we ourfelves, who are of the Dregs of the People, are 
as much to wonder at the Strangenefs and unknown Force 
of their Temptation, as at their Refiftance. 

To what end do we fo arm ourfelves with fhe Refilution 
thefe Maxims of Philofophy ? Let us look of the Vulgar 
down upon the poor People that we fee feat- in facing the 
tered upon the Face of the Earth, wholly in- "^Sem^Ufi 
tent upon their Bufinefs, that neither know andeven Death 
Arifiotle nor Cato^ Example nor Precept, itfelf more in^ 
Even from thefe does Nature every day ex- ^T^/^q ^^'^f 
trad Effeds of Conflancy and Patience, \he?hikfi* 
more pure and manly than thofe we fb dili- phers. 
gendy fhidy in the Schools. How many do 
I ordinarily fee, who flight Poverty ? How many that de- 
fu« to die, or that do it without Alarm or Affliftion ? 
He that is now digging in my Garden, has this Morning 
buried his Father, or his Son. The very Names by which 

they call Difeafes fweeten and mollify the Sharpnefs of 

• 

* itn. Epift. 114. 115. 
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them. The Phryfick is with them but a Cough, the 
Bloody-flux but a Lopfencfs, a Pleurify but a Stitch, and 
as they gently name them, fo they patiently endure them. 
They are grievous indeed, when they hinder their ordi- 
ftary Labour ; arid they never keep their Beds but to die. 
Simplex illa^ et aperta virtus in obfcuramj et folertem fcien^ 
tiam verfa eft *. i. e. That plain and Jimpk Virtue is con-- 
verted into an obfcure and cunning Knowledge. 
MontaigncV ^ ^^^ writing this about the Time when a 

Account of the hcavy Load of our inteftine Troubles lay 
terrible Cola- with all its Weight upon me for feveral 
gS War in ^onths. I had the Enemy at my Door on 
^hicb hTrwL one fide, and the Free-booters, worfe Ene- 
invokjed. mies than they, on the other •, Non arms fed 

vitiis certatur. i. e. / was attacked not by 
Force of Arms^ but Fraud \ by which I was expofed to aU 
forts of military Injuries at once. 

Hoftis adeft dextrdy lavdque ex parte timendus^ 
Vicinoque malo terret utrunujue latus '\. 

On either Hand an Enemy alarms. 

And threatens both fides with deftru(5Uve Arms. 

A monftrous War ! Other Wars are bent againft foreign 
Nations, this againft itfelf 5 and preys upon and deftroys 
itfelf with its own Poifon, *Tis of fo malignant and 
ruinous a Nature, that it ruins itfelf with the reft j and 
with Rage mangles and tears itfelf. to pieces. We o&ner 
fee it wafte itfelf, than through Scarcity of any Necefla- 
ries, or by Force of the Enemy# All DifcipHne ftiuns it. 
It comes to compofe Sedition, and is itfelf full of it j ain\$ 
to chaftife Difobedience, and itfelf gives the Example ; 
and, while employed for the Defence of the Laws, fliarcs 
in Rebellion againft its own. What a Condition are wc 1 
in! Our very Phyfic is a Plague. 

* Sen. Epift. 95. t Ovid, dc Ponto, l.i Elcg. 3. v. J7. 58. 
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Nofire Mai ^empmfmnt 
Du fecours qtCon luy donne *. 

Such is our Fate, that our Difeafe 
Our Remedies do ftill increafe. 

-^''^Exuperat magi$^ agrejcitque medendo -f*. 
The Phyfic makes us worfe, and ficker ftill. 

Omnia fanda nefanda mala permifta furarcy 
JuJHJicam nobis meniem a^erthrt Deartm X* 

Right and Wroiuj confounded in this War, 
Have rob'd us orthe Gods protefting Care. 

In the Beginning of fuch popular N^aladies, a Man may 
diftinguifh the Soutld from the Sick ; but when they come 
to continue, as ours have done, the whole Body is then 
infefted from Head to Foot, and no part is free from 
Corruption, For there is no Air that Men fo greedily 
fuck in, that difiufes itfelf h far, and that penetrates fb 
deep as that of Licentioufnefs. Our Armies onJy fub- 
fift, and are kept together by the Cement of Foreigners ; 
for of French there is now no conftant and regular Body of 
an Army to be made. What a Shanie it is ? there is 
fcarce any Difcipline but what we learn from hired Soldiers. 
As for our parts we condudl ourfelves not at the Difcre- 
tion of the Chief |1, but every one at his own j the General 
}ias a harder Tafk to perform within than he has without : 
The Commander alone is obliged to follow the Soldiers, 
.to make court to them, to comply with their Humors, to 
obey them, and in every other regard there is nothing in 
the Armies but Diilblution and Licentioufnefs. It pleafes 
me to obferve how much PufiUanimity and Cowardice 

» Pluiarch. ' \ Virg. JEmid. lib. xii. vcr. ±6. % CattJims 

Carm. 62. de naptiis PgUi et Tbitidis^ v. 408. | Here the ingenioiu 
Mr, Cotion ^uite miftook the Sendmentof his Aatbor. 

L Z 2 ^^^ 
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there is in Ambition ; by how abjedt and fervile Ways it 
mull arrive at its End -, but withal, it difpleafes me to fee 
good and courteous Natures, and that are capable of Juf- 
tice, every day corrupted in the Managery and Command 
of this Confufion. Long Toleration begets Habit, Ha- 
bit Confent and Imitation. We had ill-contrived Souls 
enough, without fpoiling thofe that were good and gene- 
rous ; (q that if we hold on, there will fcarce remain any 
with whom to intruft the Weal of this State of ours, in 
cafe Fortune reftorc it to us. 

Hum fait em everfo juvenem fuccurrere fecloj 
Neprohibete *. ■ 

Stay not the Succour which we all implore. 
But let this Touth the finking Age reftore -f . 

What IS become of the old Precept, ^bat Soldiers- ought 
more to ft and in Awe of their Chief than of their Enemy? 
And that wonderful Example, That an Orchard being 
An Orchard of ^Hclofed Within the Precindts of a Camp of 
life Apples in- the Roman Army, was at their Decampment 
tfofed <within ncxt Day left entire to the Owner, and not an 
the Ro^Mi Apple, though ripe and delicious, pulled off ? 
tmd^ed tothi ^ could wifti that our Youth, inftead of the 
Pofejfor. Time they fpend in lefs ufeful Travels, and 

lefs honourable Studies, would bellow one 
half of that Time in being an Eye-witnefs of naval Ex- 
ploits under fome good Commander of Malta, and the 
other half in obferving the Difcipline of the Turkijh Ar- 
mies, which is very different from and has many Advan- 
tages over ours. One thing is. That our Soldiers are be- 

♦ Firg. G}sor. lib. i. V. 500. ^ f If I am not miftakcn the 

Perfon here meant by Montaigne is Henry of Bourhony King of Na^arre^ 
who fucceeding to the Crown of France by the Death of Henry III. 
not only faved the Government, which he had aifified in the Life-time 
of that Prince, bat rendered it more flouriihing and formidable^ than it 
had been for a long Time. 

come 
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come more licentious in Expeditions, whereas theirs are 
more temperate, and kept more in Awe. The Thefts and 
Infolencies committed upon the common People, which 
are only punifhed with the Baftinado in Peace, are Capital 
in War. For an Egg taken in Turkey without paying for 
it, fifty Blows with a Cudgel is the fettled Rate ; for any 
thing elfe, how trivial foever, not neceflfary to Nourifh- 
ment, they are impailed, or beheaded without Delay. I 
am aftonifhed to read in the Hiftory of Selim^ the moft 
cruel Conqueror that ever was, that when he fubdued 
Egypt^ the beautiful Gardens about the City of Damafcus 
being all open, (and in a conquered Land, where his 
Army encamped uix)n the very Place) were left untouched 
by the Hands of the Soldiers, becaufe they had notre- 
ceived the Signal for Plunder. 

But is there any Difeafe in a Government Whether any 
fo important, as ought to be phyficked with thingcan'war^ 
fuch a mortal Drug.^ No^ fays FavoniuSj mmnl/^J^ 
not fo much as the tyrannical UJiirpation of a itnce in a 
Commonwealth. Phto likewife does not con- Country, under 
fent, that a Man Ihould violate the Peace of ^f^'ll'' f{^^^^\ 
his Country to cure it ; and by no means ^u/eslnt^Go^ 
approves of a Reformation that difturbs and ^emment, 
hazards all, and that is purchafed at the 
Price of the Subjedb's Blood and Ruin ; determining it to 
be the Duty of a good Patriot, in fuch a Cafe, to let all 
alone, and only to pray to God for his extraordinary Aflif- 
ftance ; and the Philofopher feems to be angry with his 
great Friend Bion^ for hav^ing proceeded fomething after 
another Manner. I was a Platonick in this Point, before 
I knew there had ever been fuch a Man as Plato in the 
World. And if this Perfon ought abfolutely to be rejec- 
ted from our Society ; (he, who by the Sincerity of his 
Confcience, merited fo much of the divine Favour as to 
penetrate fo far into the Chriftian Light, thro* the uni- 
verfal Darknefs wherein the World was involved in his 
Time,) I do not think it would well become us to fuflfer 
ourfelves to be inftruded by a Heathen, what a great Im- 
piety it is, not to expcdt from God Relief that is fimply 
his own, and without our Co-operation. I often doubt, 

Z 3 whsxi\sx^ 
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whether^ among fo many Men as tamper in fuch Affairs, 
there is not to be found fome one of fo weak Underftand- 
ing as to have been really perfuaded that he went towards 
Reformation by the worft of Deformations, and advanced 
towards 4iis Salvation by the moft exprefs Caufcs which 
we know of moft affured Damnation ; that by overthrow- . 
ing Government, Magiftracy, and the Laws, in whole 
Protedlion God has placed him, by infpiring fraternal 
Minds with Hatred, and Parricide, and by calling Devils 
and Furies to his aid, he can affift the facred Lenity and 
Juftice of the divine Law. Ambition, Avarice, Cru- 
elty and Revenge, have not fufficient natural Impetuofity ; 
though we glofs them with the glorious Titles of Juftice 
and Devotion. There cannot a worfe State of things be 
imagined, than where Wickedncfs cofnes to be legitimate, 
and with the Magiftrate's Permiflion, puts on the Cloak 
of Virtue. Nihil in fpeciem fallacius^ quam pnyua religioj 
uhi deorum numen pratenditur fcderibus *. i, e. Nothing has 
a more deceiving Face than a falfe Religion^ where fVicked-- 
nefs is cloaked with the Name of the Go8^. The extremeft 
fort of Injuftice, according to PlatOy is, when that which 
is unjuft is reputed for juft. 
^he Pillage to The common People at that time fuffered 

Sntifr.;. ^'^^^^y v^T^ ^"^^» '^^^ P^^^*^^ Damages 

fo/edon both only, 

jides. 

^--•'-^tindique totis 
UJque adeb turhatue^ agris f ,• 

So great is the Difturbance all over the Country. 

but future too. The Living were to fuffer, and fo were 
they who were yet unborn. They were robbed, as I was 
confequently, even of Hopes 5 taking fix)m them all they 
had, and robbed of the ftore laid up to live on for many 

Years. 

* Tit. Uvius, lib. xxxix. c. 16. f 'i>X»'* Bl^l* Ub- 1. ver. 1 1. 
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^^ nequeunt fecum ferre aut abducere^ perdunt^ 

Et cremat infontes turba fcelejia cafas. 
Muris nulla fides ^ f^uallent populatibus agri *, 

• What they can*t carry off they fpoil and fpurn. 
And the rude Rabble harmlefs Houfes burn ; 
Walls can't fecure their Mafters, and the Field 
Thro* woful Wafte does a vile Profpeft yield. 

Befides this Shock I fuffered others. I underwent the In- 
conveniencies that Moderation brings along with it in fuch 
Diieafes. I was pilled on all hands, to the Gibelin I was 
a Guclph^ and to the Guelph a Gibelin ; fome one of the 
Poets in my Study cxprefles this very well, but I know not 
-where it is. The Situation of my Houfe, and my Ac- 

Suaintance with my Neighbours, prefented me with one 
^ace 5 my Life and my Adtions with another. They did 
not form Accufations againft me, for they had no Fault 
to find. I never break the Laws, and who ever would 
have queftioned me, would have done himfelf a greater 
Prgudice than me. They were only Sufpicions that were 
whHpered about, which never want Appearance in fo con- 
filled a Mixture, no more than envious or weak Brains. 
I commonly mjrfclf lend a Hand to the injurious Pre- 
lumptions that Fortune fcatters abroad againft me, by a 
way I have ever had of evading to juftify, excufe, and 
explain myfelf, conceiving that it were to refer my Con- 
fdence to Arbitration, to plead in its behalf; Perfpicuitas 
mm argumentatume elevatur f . i. e. For the Perfpicuity of 
a Caufe is clouded by Argumentation. And, as if every one 
few as clearly into me as I do myfelf, inftead of retiring 
from an Accufation, I advance to meet it, and rather 
a^ravate it by an ironical and fcoffing Gonfeffion, if I 
do not totally defpife it, as a thing not worth my Anfwer. 
, Rut fuch as look upon this kind of Behaviour of mine as 

♦ Otrtd. Tri. lib. iii. EL lo, V.65, t Ciciro ie Nat. Deorum* 

lib. iii. c. 4. 
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too haughty a Confidence, have as little Kindnefs for me 
as they who interpret it to be the Weaknefs of an indefen- 
fible Caufe ; namely, the Great ones, towards whom 
Want of Submiflion is a very great Fault ; they being 
rude to all Juftice that knows and feels itfelf, and is not 
fubmiflive, humble and fuppliant. I have oft knocked 
my Head againft this Pillar. So it is, that at what then 
befel me an ambitious Man would have hanged himfelf, 
and a covetous one would have done the fame, I have 
no manner of Care of getting. 

Sit mihi^ quod nunc ejiy etiam minus^ ut mihi vivam 
^odfupereft avi^ Ji quid fuperejfe volunt Di *. 

I only pray, that fmall Eftate which I 
Now have, may tarry with me till I die^ 
And thofe few Days which I have yet to live 
(If Heav'n to me mere Days? will pleafe to give), 
I may enjoy myfelf. 



But the Lofles that have befallen me by the Injury of others, 
whether by Theft or Violence, go as near to my Heart al- 
moft, as they would do to that of a Man that was fick 
and tortured with Avarice, The Offence is, without 
Comparifon, more bitter than the Lois. A thoufand fe- 
veral forts of Mifchiefs fell upon me one after another, 
which I could better have born all at once. 
Honvhehore I have already been confidering to whom 

bis Misfortune, amongft my Friends I might commit ahelp- 

lefs and decrepit old Age ; and having turned 
my Eyes quite round, I found myfelf deftitute. When 
a Man falls at once from fo great an Height, it ought to 
be in the Arms of a fdid, vigorous and fortunate Friend- 
fliip. Such are very rare, if there be any. At laft I con- 
cluded that it was fafeft for me to truft to myfelf in my 

f Hot. lib. i, Epift. i8. v. lo/, 
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greateft Neceffity •, and if it fhould fo fall out, that I 
fhould be but upon cold Terms in Fortune's Favour, I 
fhould the more ftrenuoufly recommend me to my own, 
and look the better to myfelf. Men on all Occafions 
throw themfelves upon foreign Afliftances to fpare their 
own, which are the only certain and fufiicient Aids they 
can arm themfelves with. Every one runs elfewhere, and 
to the future, forafmuch as no one is arrived at himfelf. 
And I was fatisfied, that they were profitable Inconve- 
niencies, forafmuch as in the firft place ill Scholars are to 
be admonifhed with the Rod, when Reafon will not do, 
as a crooked piece of Wood is made ftrait by Fire and 
and Straining. I have a great while preached to myfelf 
to ftick clofe to my own Concerns, and feparate myfelf 
from the Afeirs ot others ; yet I am ftill turning my 
Eyes afide. A Bow, a kind Word, or Look from a great 
Perfon tempts me 5 of which God knows how little Scar* 
city there is in theft Days, and what they fignify. I more- 
over, without wrinkling my Forehead, hearken to the 
Perfuafions offered me, to draw me into fome place of 
TrafEck, and fo gently refufe it, as if I were half willing 
to be overcome. Now fo untradtable a Spirit muft be 
roughly treated, and this Veflel which thus chops and 
cleaves, and is ready to fall in pieces, muft have the 
Hoops forced down with good found Stroaks of i^ Mal- 
let. Secondly^ this Accident ferved me for Exercife to pre- "ii« 
pare me for worfe, if I, who both by the Favour of For- 
tune, and by the Condition of my Manners, hoped to be 
the laft, fhould happen to be one of the firft overtaken 
with this Storm -, inftrufting myfelf betimes, to reflrain 
my Way of Life, and fit it for a new State. True Li- 
berty is to be able to do what a Man will with himfelf. 
Potentiffimus eft quife habet in poteftate *. i. e. He is mo ft 
potent J who has himfelf in his own Power. In an ordinary 
and quiet Time, a Man is prepared for moderate and com- 
mon Accidents ; but in the Confufion wherein we have 
been for thefe thirty Years, every Frenchman^ whether in 

• Siuec, Ep. 75. 

pani- 
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particular or in general, fees himfelf every Hour upon 
the Point of the total Ruin of his Fortune. By fo much 
the more ought he to have his Courago armed with the 
ftrongeft and moft vigorous Provifion. We are obliged 
to Fortune, that we do not live in an effeminate, idle and 
languifhing Age : Some, who could never have been fo 
by other means, will be made famous by their Misfor* 
tunes. As I feldom read in Hiftorics the Confufions of 
other States, Avithout regret that; I was not prefent, the 
better to confider them, fo does my Curiofity make me in 
Ibme fort pleafe myfelf with feeing with my own Eyes this 
notable Speftacle of our public Death, its Form and 
Symptoms ;- and, fince I could not retard it, 'am content 
to be deftined to aflift in it, and thereby to inftruft myfelf. 
Thus do we manifeftly covet to fee, even in Shadow, and 
the Fables of Theatres, the Tragic Reprefentations of hu- 
man Fortune. *Tis not without Compaffion of what we 
hear •, but we pleafe ourfelves in having our Refentment 
rouzed by the Rarity of fuch lamentable Events. No- 
thing tickles that does not pinch •, and good Hiftorians 
Ikip over calm Narrations, as a ftagnant Water and dead 
Sea, to be again upon the Narrative of Wars and Sedi- 
tions, which they know are moft acceptable to the Rea- 
ders. I queftion whether or no I can handfomly confefs 
at how mean a Purchafe of Repofe and Tranquility, I 
have Ipent above half of my Life in the Ruin of my 
Country. I am too patient of Accidents that touch my 
Property, and don't fo much regard what they take from me, 
as what remains fafe, both at home and abroad. There is 
Comfort in efcaping, one while one, another while another, 
of thofe Evils that are levelled at me too in the Confe- 
quence, but at prefent reach only to otbe^ about us ; as 
alfo, that in matters of public Intereft, the more univer- 
fally my AfFedion is extended, the weaker it is. To which 
may be added, that it is but too true. Tantum expubUcis 
tmUs fentimus^ quantum ad frivatas res pertinent, i. e. We 
are cnly fo far fenjible of public Evils ^ as they refpelt our pri- 
vate Affairs. And that the Health which we have loft 
was fuch, that itfelf is fome Comfort for the Regret we 
ought to have. It was Health, but not fo much in Com- 

parifon 



Gh.Xn* Of Phifiognomf. 347 

pariibn with the Sickncfs that has facceeded it. We are 
not fallen from any great Height. The Corruption and 
Thievery which are in Dignity and Office, feem to me 
more infupportable. We don't take it fo ill to be rifled 
in a Wood as in a place of Security. It was an univerfal 
Jundure of particular Members, corrupted in fpite of 
one another, and the mofl of them with inveterate Ulcers 
that neither required nor admitted of any Cure. This 
Shock therefore did really more animate than prefs me, 
by the Affiftanc^ of my Confcience, which was not only at 
Peace within itfelf, but elevated, and I did not find any 
reafon to complain of ilnyfelf. Alio, as God never fends 
Evils any more than Goods, abfolutely unmixed, my 
Health continued at that time longer than ufual ; and, as 
I can do nothing without it, there are few Things that 
I cannot do with it. It afforded me means to rouze up all 
my Faculties, and to lay my Hand before the Wound, that 
would elfe perhaps have fpread farther, and in my Patience^ 
I experienced, that I had made a ftand againft Fortune ; 
and that it muft be a great Shock could throw me out of 
the Saddle. I do not fay this to provoke her to attack me 
with more Vigour j I am her humble Servant, and beg 
her Pardon. Let her be fatisfied in God's Name. Am I 
not fenfible of her Aflaults ? Yes, certainly I am. But, 
as thofe who are po0eft and opprefled with Sorrow, may 
fometimes fuflfer themfelves neverthelefs by Intervals to 
tafte a little Pleafure, and are fometimes feen to fmile, fo 
have I fo much Power over myfel£i as to make my ordi- 
nary Condition quiet, and free from anxious Thoughts ; 
but I-fufFer myfelf however by Fits to be furprized with 
the Stings of thofe unpleafing Imaginations that aflault 
me, whilft I am arming myfelf to drive them away, or at 
kaft to wreftle with them. 

But the worft Evil which befel me after ^ gintdne 
all was this ; I was both without doors and ^^'Jf^^ 
within affaulted with a violent Plague be- ^y^^ baffled 
yond all others: For, as found Conftitu- . at ibat tim Im 
tions are fubjeft to the moft grievous Mala- *^P^J!P 
dies, forafmuch as they are not to be forced ^^^ j-^^j^ 
but by fuch, fo my very healthful Air, 

where 
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where no Contagion, tho* very near, in the Memory of 
Man, could ever take footing, happening to be corrupted, 
produced ftrange EfFedts. 

Miftafenum^ et juvemm denfantur funera^ nullum 
Sava caput Proferpina fugit *. 

Both Age and Youth promifcuous crowd the Tomb, 
No mortal Head can Ihun th'impending Doom, 

I had this pleafant Condition to mortify me, that the Sight 
of my Houfe was frightful to me. Whatever I had there 
was without Guard, and abandoned to the Mercy of every 
one. I, who am of fo hofpitable a Nature, was myfelf 
in very great Diftrefs for a Retreat for my Family ; a dif- 
trafted Family, frightful both to its Friends and itfelf, 
and filling every Place with Horror where it attempted to 
fettle ; being to Ihift its abode as foon as any ones Finger 
' began but to ake. All Difeafes are at fuch a time con- 
cluded to be the Plague, and People do not give themfelves 
^ Leifure to examine them. And the beft on*t is, that, 
according to the Rules of Art, in every Danger that a 
Man comes near, he muft undergo a Quarantain, in ex- 
treme Dread of fuch Diftemper; your Imagination all 
that while tormenting you at pleafure, and turning your 
Health itfelf into a Fever ; yet would not all this have 
gone very near to my Heart, had I not fympathifed with 
others Sufferings, and been forced to ferve fix wretched 
Months together as a Guide to this Caravan : For I carry 
my Antidotes within myfelf, which are Refolution and 
Patience. The Apprehenfion, which is particularly 
dreaded in this Difeafe, does little trouble me. And if, I 
had chofe to have caught it when alone, my Flight had 
been more fprightly and farther off. 'Tis a kind of Death, 
which I do not think of the worft Sort ; *tis ufually fliort, 
ftupid, without Pain, and confolated by the Confideration 

* Horace, lib. i. Ode 28. v. 19. 

that 
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that 'tis the Lot of the Public; a Death without Ceremony, 
without Mourning, and without a Crowd. But as to the 
People about us, the hundredth Part of them could not 
be laved. 



'Videas defer toque regna 



Baftorum^ et longe [alius lateque vacantes ^. 

Deferted Realms now may*ft thou fee of Swains, 
And every where forfaken Groves and Plains. 

In this place my beft Revenue is manual. What an hun- 
dred Men plowed for me lay a long time fallow. 

But then what Example of Refolution did 7-^^ Fortitudi 
we not fee in the Simplicity of all this of the cmmtm 
People ? Every one . generally renounced all ^^^^^ '» '^" 
Care of Life. . The Grapes, the principal £J^;^^'^'* 
Revenue of the Country, were left hanging 
in Clufters upon the Vines ; ^every one indifferently pre- Jfc 
paring for, and expedting Death, either to Night or To- ^ 
morrow, with a Countenance and Voice fo far from Fear» 
as if they had contrafted with Death in this Neceflity, and 
that it had been an univerfal and inevitable Sentence. 'Tis 
always fuch. But how few have the Refolution of Dy- 
ing ? The Diftance and Difference of a few Hours, and 
the fole Confideration of Company, renders the Appre* 
henfion of it various to us. Do but obferve thefe ; by 
reafon that they die in the fame Month, Children, young 
People and old, they are no longer aftoniihed at it, they 
lament no more. I faw fome who were afraid of (lay- 
ing behind, as in a dreadful Solitude, and feldom ob- 
ferved any other Anxiety amongft themj than for their 
Enterment ; they were troubled to fee the dead Bodies 
fcattered about the Fields at the Mercy of Beafls, which 
prcfently began to flock about them. How differing are 

J Virgih G§or, lib. ill* v. 476. 
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Sepulture of ^^^ Fancies of Men ! The Neorites^ a Nation 
//t^Neorites. iu\y]tB:^d hy Alexander ^ threw the Bodies of 

their Dead into the darkeft parts of their 
Woods, to be devoured there ; accounting that the only 
happy Sepukure. Some, while they were in Heakh, dig- 
ged their own Graves, and others laid them down in them 
whilft alive; and a Labourer of mine, in Dying, with his 
Hands and Feet drew the Earth upon him. Was not this 
tucking himfelf up to fleep at his Eafe ? A Bravery, in 
Roman Soi- fome fort, like that of the Raman Soldiers, 
diers fuffocated who after the Battle of Canna^ were found 
^tth tbtiro^n fuffocated with their Heads thruft into Holes 
B^leifQ^l in the Earth, which they had made with 
use. . their own Hands. In Ihorr, a whole Na- 

tion by Ufance was brought to a Difciplinc 
nothing inferior in Sturdinefs to any ftudied and prem^i* 
tated .Refolution. 

Whether in the ^^^ ^^ ^^ Inftrudions of Science, to en* 
Calamities of courage US, havc in them more of Shew than 
life nue de- of Forcc, and of Ornament than Profit. 
"^M^ntFef ^^ ^^^^ abandoned Nature, and will teach 
fromthe^lL ^er what to do 5 her who did fo happily and 
firuBionsof fo fecurely conduft us. And in the mean 
Science. time, from the foot-fteps of her Inflxuftions, 

and that little, which by the Benefit of Ignorance, remains 
of her Image imprinted in the Life of this ruftic Rout of 
unpoliftied Men, Science is conftrained every day to bor- 
row, to fet a Pattern, for her Difciples, of Conllangy, Tran- 
quillity and Innocence. *Tis pretty to fee, that thefe 
which are full of fo much fine Knowledge, fhould imitate this 
foolilh Simplicity, and that in the moft principal Adts of 
Virtue •, and that our Wifdom mull learxi, even from the 
Beafts, the moft profitable Ihftruftions in the greateft and 
moft neceflary Concerns of human Life : As, how we are 
to live and die, manage our Fortunes, love and bring up 
our Children, and to maintain Juftice. A fingular Tcftii- 
mony of human Infirmity, and that this Reafon we fo 
handle at ourPleafure, finding evermore fome Diverfity 
and Novelty, leaves with us no apparent Trace of Na- 
ture. Men have made fuch ufe 01 it> as Perfumers do 

of 
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of Oil ; they have fophifticated it with fo many Argumen- 
tations and far-fetched Difcourfes, that it is thereby be- 
come variable, and particular to every one of them, and 
has loft its proper, conftant and univerfal Face. Arid we 
muft ieek^ Evidence of it from Beafts, not fubjeft to Fa- 
vour, Corruption, nor Diverfity of Opinions. For it is 
indeed true, that even they themfelves do not always go 
cxadly in the Path of Nature, but where they fwerve 
from it, 'tis fo little, that you may always fee the Track ; 
as Horfcs that are led make feveral Bounds and Curvetts, 
but *tis always at the length of the Halter, and they ftill 
follow him that leads them; and as a Hawk takes 
his Flight, but ftill under the Reftraint of his Cry- 
ance. Exilia^ Terminta^ Bella^ Morbos^ Naufragia medi- 
jarcj ut nuUoJis male fyro ♦. i. e. Expe£l Bantfhments^ Tor- 
tureSy WarSy Difeafes and Shipwrecks^ that thou mafji not 
hefurprized iy ottfDifafiir. What good will this Curio- 
fity do us, to anticipate all the Inconveniencies of human 
Nature, and to prepare ourfelves, with fo much Trouble, 
to meet even Things which peradventure will never befal 
us ? {Parem paffis triftitiam facit^ fati pojfe f . i. e. h 
troubles Men as much that they may pofftbly fuffer^ as if they 
realfy did. Npt only the Blow, but the Crack of the Whip 
ftrikes 11$. Or like People in a Fever, for 'tis ceruinly 
a Fever, to gp immediately and fcourge yourfelf, becaufc 
it may fall out, that Fortune, may one day make you un- 
dergo the Lafti ; and to put on your furred-gown at Mid- 
fummer, becaufe you will ftand in need of it at Chriftmas ? 
Throw yourfelves, fay they, into the Experience of all 
the Evils, nay the worft that can poflibly befal you ; make 
the Tryal and there ftand faft. On the contrary, themoft 
cafy, and moft natural Way would be to banilheven the 
Thoughts of them. They will not come foon enough, 
^ir true Exiftence does not continue with us long enough, 
we muft lengthen and extend them in Thought j we muft 
incorporate them in us before-hand, and there entertain 
them, as if they would not otherwife make a reafonable 

• Stn. Epift, 91 . ct 107. + Sf», Epift. 74. 
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Impreflion upon our Scnfes. We fhall find them heavy 
enough when they come, (fays one of the Leaders, not 
one of the tender, but of the moft fevere Sefts) in the 
mean time favour thyfelf, believe what pleafes thee beft *. 
"What good will it do thee to befpeak and anticipate thy ill 
Fortune, to lofe the prefent for fear of the future -, and to 
make thyfelf at this Inftant miferable, becaufe thou art to 
be fo in time ? Thefe are his Words. Learning indeed 
readily does us one good Office, in inftrufting us cxadlly 
in the Dimenfion of Evils. 



Curis acuens mortalia corda "{•. 
Whetting human Minds with. needful Care. 

•Twere pity that any part of their Bulk Ihould efcape our 
Senfe and Knowledge. 

Of 'what life 'Tis Certain, that, for the moft part, Pre- 

is Prepara- paration for Death has adminiftred more Tor- 
^ tim for Death, jnent than the Thing itfelf. It was of old 
" truly faid, and by a very judicious Author, Minus afficit 
fenfus fatigatio^ quam cogitatio J. i. e. Suffering . itfelf does 
lefs affliSl the Senfes^ than the Apprebenfion of Suffering. 
The Thought of prefent Death does fometimes of itfelf 
animate us with a prompt Refolution no longer to fliun a 
Thing that is utterly inevitable. Several Gladiators have 
been known formerly, who, afi:er having fought timoroufly, 
have couragioufly entertained Death, offering their Throats 
to the Enemies Sword, and bidding them dilpatch. The 
remote Sight of future Death requires a Courage that is 
flow, and eonfequently hard to attain to. If you know 
not how to die, never trouble yourfelf ; Nature will fully 
inftruft you upon the Spot, fhe will exaftly do that Bufi- 
nefs for you, take you no Care ; 



• Seneca Ep. 1 3, & 98. f Virgil Geo. lib. i. T. 1 23, 
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Incertam fruftra mortaks funeris boram 
^^tis^ et qua Jit mors aditura via : 

Pcena minor certam fubitb perferre ruinam^ 
^od timeas^ gravius fujlinuijfe diu *. 

Mortals, in vain's your Curiofity 
To know the Hour and Death that you muft die ; 
Better your Fate ftrike with a fudden Blow, 
Than that you long fhould what you fear foreknow. 

We trouble Life by the Care of Death, . and Death by the 
Care of Life. The one vexes, the other frights us* 
'Tis not againfl: Death that we prepare, that is too momen- 
tary a thing •, a quarter of an Hour's Suffering, without 
Confequence and without Nuifance, does not deferve par- 
ticular Precepts. To fay truth, we prepare ourfelves 
ajgainfl the Preparations of Death. Philofophy enjoins, 
that we Ihould always have Death before our Eyes, to 
forefee and confider it before the Time ; and then gives 
us Rules and Precautions to provide that this Fore- 
fight and Thought do us no harm; Juft fo do Phy- 
ficians, who throw us into Difeafes, to the end they may 
have a Subjeft for their Drugs and their Art. If we have 
not known how no live, 'tis Injuftice to teach us to die, 
and to make the End different from the reft of the Life. 
If we have known how to live confiftently and quietly, we 
fliall know how to die fo too. They may boaft as much 
as they pleafe, Tota Pbilofopborum vita^ commentatio mor- 
tis eft f . i. e. That the whole Life of a Philofopher is the 
Meditation of Death. But I fancy, that tho* it be the 
End, 'tis not the Aim of Life. 'Tis it's End, it's Ejct 
tremity, but xieverthelefs not it's Objed. 

♦ Propertius^ Ub.ii. £1^.27. V. 1*Zm 
t Cicero Tu/c. Qgaeft. lib.i. c. 30. 

Vol.. ill. Ai Ix 
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The tna Aim It ought to be to itsfelf its own Aim 

tfLifi. aj^d Dcfign ; it*s true Study is to order, go- 

vern and fuffer itfelf. In the Number of many other Offices, 
which the general and principal Chapterof knowing howts 
live comprehends, is the Article of knowing how to die; and 
did not our Fears give it weight, one of the lighted too. 
Simple Nature To judge of them by the Utility, and by 
di/pofes us to die thc naked Truth, the Leflbns of Simplidtj 

Grte'ttndied ^^ ^^^ "^"^^ inferior to thofe which Lcani- 
Ariftotlc,*£^r. ^^& teaches to the contrary. Men are dificring 

in Sentiment and Force, we muft lead dicm 
to their own Good, according to their Capacities, and bf 
various Ways ; 

^0 me cumqiie rapit tempefiaSy deferor bojpes *• 
For as thc Tempeft drives, I fhape my Courfe. 

I never faw any Countryman of my Neighbours enter iutt 
the Thought of what Countenance and AfTurance he fhould 
pafs over this laft Hour with ; Nature teaches him not to 
dream of Death till he is dying ; and then he does it ¥ntli 
a better Grace than Arijlotle^ upon whom Death pitflci. 
with a double Weight, both of itfelf, and by fo long » 
Premeditation of it. Therefore it was thc Opinion of 
defavy That the Death which was the lead thought of b^ 
forehand, was the eafiefl: and the mofl happy. Plus iAi 
quam neceffe eft^ qui ante dolet quam necejfe eft -f. i. c. ft 
grieves more than is necejfary^ who grieves before // is neaf 
fary. The Bitternefs of this Imagination fprings fiwn 
our Curiofity. Thus do we ever hinder ourfelves, dcfir- 
ing to anticipate and over rule natural Prefcriptions. Ttf 
only the learned Doctors who dine worft, when in the beS 
Health, and knit their Brows at the Image of Dcstth. 
The common Sort ftand in need of no Remedy or Confiv 
lation, but juft in the Shock, and when the Blow comoj 

* Hor, lib. i, Epift. i. ver. i^. f Se»ec, Epill. B^. 

and 



and think no more of the matter than juft what they en- 
dure. Is it not then, as we fey, that the Smpidity and 
Want of Apprehenfion in the Vulgar gives rliem this 
Patience in prefent Evils, and this profound Though:lefs- 
nefs of future fmiller Accidents ? Are their Undtrftand- 
ings, by being more grofs and dull, lels to be penetrated 
and moved ? If it be (b, let us henceforth, for God's 
fake, recommend Stupidity, which fo gently leads its Dif- 
ciples to the laft Favour we are promifed from Learning. 
We have no Want of good Mafters, who are Interpre- 
ters of natural Simplicity. Socrates Ihall be one : For, 
as I remember, he fpeaks fomething to this Purpofe, to 
the Judges who fat upon his Life. / am afraid (Gentle- 
men,) that if I intreat you ml to put me to Death, I Pall 
involve myfelfin the Charge of my AccuferSy which is, Thai J 
pretend to be wifer than others., as having feme socrates'i 
more fecret Knowledge of Things that are above pliaJings in m 
and below us. I know very well^ that I have Plaw, luhert ■ 
neither been familiar nor acquainted with J^i't' ^-'M 
Death, nor have ever feen any Perfon that has D^'gnne end 
tried its ^alities, from lubom to inform my- Example tofal; 
felf. Such as fear it prefuppofe they know it j l<nuNai^t 
as for nr/part, I neither know what it is^ nor ^^"f "" 
what is done in the other JVorld. Death is per- 
adventure, an indifferent Thing : peradventure, a Thing to he 
deftred. 'Tis nevei-thekfs to be believed, if it be a Tranfmi- 
gralion from one Place to another^ that it is a Bettering of 
cnes Condition, logo live with fo many great Perfons deceafed^ 
and to be exempt from having any more to do with unjuft and - 
corrupt Judges ; If it bean Annihilation of our Being, 'tis m 
yet a Belteriug of ones Condition, to enter into a kng and I 
peaceable Night. i^''efind nothing more fmet in Life than a ^ 
quiet Repofe, and A profound Sleep without Dreams. The 
Things that I know to be evil, fuch as to offend one's Neigh- 
bour, and to difobey one's Superior, whether it be God of 
Man, I carefully avoid : Such as I do not know whether they 
be good or evil, I cannot fear than. If I go hence to die, and 
leave you alive, the Gods only know whether it will go belief 
either with you or me -, wherefore, as to what concerns me, 
you may do as you fhall think fit ; but, according to my Me- 
A a a l\»«A 
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tbod of giving juft' and wbolefome Advice^ I do offirm^ ^hat 
you will do your Consciences more Right to fet me at Uberty, 
unlefs you fee further into my Caufe than I do nvyfelf. And 
judging according to my pafi Altions^ both public and private ^ 
according to my Intentions ^ and according to the Profit that fo 
many of my Fellow-Citizens, both old and youngs daily reap 
from my Converfation^ and the Good I do to you ally you can^ 
not duly acquit yourfelves towards rny Merits but by ordering^ 
tbaty my Poverty conftdered^ I fhould be maintained in the 
Pry taneum *, at the public Expence ; a Thing that I have 
often known you with lefs Reafon grant to others. Do not 
impute it to Obflinacy or Difdain^ that I do notj according to 
the Cujiomy fupplicate^ and endeavour to move you to Com^ 
pajfion. I have both Friends and Kindred -y not being (as. 
Homer fays) begotten of a Block or of a Stone ^ any more than 
others y that are able to prefent themjelves before you in Tears 
and Mournings and I have three defolate Children to move you 
to Pity. But I fhould do a Shame to your City, . at the Age I 
amy and in the Reputation of Wifdom wherein I now flandy 
to appear in fuch an abje£i Form. What would Men fay of 
the other Athenians ?• /i^^z^^ always admonifbed thofe who 
have frequented my lutdiurtSy not to redeem their Lives by an 
indecent A£lion ; and in the Wars of my Country^ at -Am- 
phipolis, Potidea, Delia, and other Expeditions where I 
have been J I have effeSiually manifefied how far I was from 
feouring my Safety by my Shame. I fhould moreover endanger 
your Duty^ and fhould tempt you to unhandfome Things : For 
'tis not for my Prayers to perfuade you^ but the pure and fo^ 
Ud Arguments of Juflice. Tou have fworn to the Gods to 
' keep yourfelves thus upright ^ and it would feem •as if I fufpec- 
ted^ or would recriminate upon you^ fhould I not believe that 
there are Gods : And I fhould give Evidence againfl myfelf^ not 
to believe in them as I oughts by miflrufijng their ConduSly. and 
not purely committing rny Affair into their Hands. I do entirely 
rely upon them^ and hold my f elf affuredy they will do in this 
what fhall he mofl fit both for you and me. Good Alen^ whe- 
tker living or dead^ have no reafon to fear the Gods. 
' Was this a childifli Pleading of a Sublimity incon- 
ceivable, and was it unneceiTary ? Truly, he had very 

* The public Exchequer. , 

good 
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good Reafon to prefer it to that which the great Orator 
Lyfias had penned for him ; admirably couched indeed in 
the judiciary Style, but unworthy of fo noble a Criminal. 
Did one fuppliant Word fall from the Mouth of Socrates? 
Did that tranfcendent Virtue ftrike fail in the Height of 
its Glory ? And did his rich and powerful Nature commit 
his Defence to Art, and, in his higheft Attempt did he 
nenouncc Truth and Simplicity, the Ornaments of his 
Speaking, to deck it with the Embellilliments of Figures, 
and the Equivocations of a premeditated Speech ? He did 
very wifely, and like himfelf, not to corrupt the Tenour 
of an incorrupt Life, and to deface fo facred an Image of 
the human Form, for the fake of fpinning out his Decre- 
pitude, to one Year longer, and to betray the immortal 
Memory of that glorious End. He Jived not to himfelf, 
but for an Example to the World. Would it not have 
been a public Damage, that he (hould have ended his 
L5fe after a lazy and obfcure Manner ? Doubtlefs, that 
xardefs and indifferent Concero of his about Death, very 
well dcfervcd that Ppfterity (hould have the more Concern 
ipr it, which they alfo had. And there is nothing fo juft in 
■Juftice, as what Fortune ordained for his Recommenda- 
tion, For the Athenians abominated all thofe who had 
been the Caufc of his Death to fuch a Degree *, that they 
avoided them as excommunicated Perfons, and Jooked 
iipon everything as polluted, that had been but toyj^hed 
fcy them ; no one would wafli with them in the Baths -, 
none would falutc, or own Acquaintance with them \ fo 
that at laft, unable longer to fupport this public Hatred, 
they hanged themfelves. If any one fliould think, that 
: amongft fo many other Examples that I had to chufe out 
. of the Sayings of Socrates^ for my prefent Purpofe, I 
;have made an ill Choice of this, and judge that this Dif- 
''courie is elevated above the cojnmon Opinion : I muft 
'tell *cm that I have purpofely done it ; for I am of another 
-'Opinion, and think it to be a Difcourfe in Rank and Sim- 
plicity much behind and inferior to what it is commonly 
taken for. He reprefents with an inartificial Boldneis, and 

* All this is exa£Uy ^pio^ from ?lutarcl)% Treatife of En<vy and 
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a childifli Security, the pure and firft ImprcflTion and Ig- 
norance of Nature. For it is to believed, that we have 
naturally a Fear of Pain, but not of Death, for its own 
Sake. 

D atb makes a '^^^ * ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Being, and no left cf- 
Part of our fential than Living. To what End (hould 
Being, and is Nature have begot in us a Hatred to it, and 
*very beneficial ^ Horror of it, confidering that it is of fo 
to Nature. ^^^^ Utility to her in maintaining the Suc- 
ceflion and Viciflitude of her Works ? And that, in this 
univerfal Republic, it ferves more to Birth and Augment' 
tation, than to Deftruftion or RUin. 

■> ■ "> '^c rerum fumma novatur *, 
Milk animas una necata dedit '^. 

The Failing of ope Life, is the Paflage to a thoufand 
other Lives : Nature has imprinted in Beads the Care of 
themfelves, and of their Prefervation. Nay, they pro- 
ceed fo far, as to fear the being worfe, to avoid hitting or 
hurting themfelves, and to be afraid of our haltering and 
beating them •, Accidents which are fubjedl to their Senfe 
Beafts natU' ^"^ Experience \ but that we fhould kill 
rally foiicitous them they cannot fear, nor have they the Fa- 
oj their Prefir- culty to imagine and conclude fuch a Thing 
nation, ^ Death. Yea, it is faid, that we fee them 

not only chearfully undergo it, Horfes: for the mod part 
neighing, and Swans finging when they die 5 nay, they 
moreover feek it at peed, of which Elephants have given 
m^ny Examples. / 

SocratesV^^ ^^^ befides all this, is not the Way of 
of /peaking ^rguing which Socratcs here makes ufe of, 
and living equally admirable, both for its Simplicity 

}t7mTrr* and Vehemence .?. Really, it is much more 
jrom ours. ^^^ ^^ ^^^j^ j. j^^ Artfiotk^ aftd to live lil^e 

* Lucret, lib. ii. v. 74. f I know not where Montaigm found 

thefe Words, nor conrequently what tliey fignify in the Original; bm 
fiojitai^ne impif diatel^ ftfejpins (he §^nfc ^^ wo^ld have them bear. 
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Cafar, than to fpeak and live as Socrates did. There lies 
the extreme Degree of Perfeftion and Difficulty, Art 
cannot reach it. Now, our Faculties are not fo trained 
up. We do not try, we do not know them, we inveft 
ourfelves with thofe of others, and let our own Ke idle. 
As fonie one may fay of me. That I have here only made 
a Nofegay of foreign Flowers, and have brought nothing 
of my own but the Thread that ties them. 

In earneft, I fo far yield to the common witbiuhai 
Opinion, that thofe borrowed Ornaments do ^/v^ Mon- 
accompany me, but I do not think that they 'V^'^^ff^ 
totally cover and hide me ; that is quite con- 's^f'^/th 
trary to my Dsfign, who duCiK to make a ^laiiant. 
Shew of nothing but what is my own, and 
what is my own by Nature : And could I have been furt 
of Credit, I had at all adventures fpoken purely alone. 
I more and more load myfelf every day beyond my Pur- 
pofe and firlt Method, upon the Account of Idlenefs and 
the Humour of the Age. If it mifbecomes me, as I be- 
lieve it does, 'tis no matter, it may be of ule to feme 
other. Some quote Plato and Homer, who never faw 
either of them : And I alfo have taken Paffages far enough 
from their Source. Having a thoufand Volumes about 
me in the Phce where I write, I can prefentiy without 
Trouble or Learning borrow, if I pleafe, from a Dozen 
fuch Scrap-gatherers as I am. Authors that I do noc 
much trouble myfelf withal, wherewith to embellilh this 
Treatife of Phx/iogaomy. There needs no more, but a 
preliminary Epiltle of the German Model, to Huff me 
with Quotations, and we, by that means, go a begging 
for the liquorilh Glory, to cheat tlie filly World. Thefe 
lumber-pies of common Places, wherewith fo many 
furnifh their Studies, are of little Ufe but to common 
Subjefts, and ferve but for a Shew, and not to diredt us ; 
a ridiculous Fruit of Learning, which Sen-ales does fo 
pleafantly difcufs againft Euibydemui. I have feen Books 
compofed of matters that were never either ftudied or un- 
'prftood > the Authors committing to feveral of their 
KAcd f ri^de, the ^ifatnination of this and t'other Mac- 
Aa 4 te( 
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ter to compile them -, contenting themfelves for their Share 
to have projeded the Defign, and by their Induftry to 
have bound up this Faggot of unknown Provifion ; the 
Ink and Paper at leaft are theirs. This is to buy or bor- 
row a fiook, and. not to make one ; 'tis to fhew Men, not 
that a Man can make a Book, but that, whereof they 
may be in Doubt, he cannot make one. A Prefident in 
my hearing boafted. That he had heaped up two hundred 
and odd common Places in one of his Judgments : In tel- 
ling this, he deprived himfelf of the Honor that had been 
attributed to him. In my Opinion, a pufillanimous and 
abfurd Vanity for fuch a Subjeft, and fuch a Perfon. I do 
quite contrary j and amongft fo many borrowed Things, 
am glad if I can fteal one, difguifing and deforming it for 
fome new Service. At the Hazard of having it faid. That 
'tis for Want of underftanding its natural Ufe, I give it 
*-, fome particular Drefs with my own Hand, to the end it 
^ may not be fo abfolutely ftrange, Thefc expofe their 
Thefts to View, and Value themfelves upon them. And 
alfo they have more credit with the Laws than with me. 
We Naturalifts think that there is a great and incomparable 
, Preference in the Honour of Invention to that of Quo- 
tation. 

If I would have fpoke by Learning, I had Ipoke fooncr 5 
I had writ in a time nearer to my Studies^ when 1 had more 
Wit, and a better Memory ; and would fooner have trufted 
to the Vigour of that Age than this, if I had intended to 
have profeflTed Writing. And what if this gracious Favour 
which Fortune has even now offered me upon the account 
of this Work, had befallen me in fuch a time of my Life, 
inftead of this, wherein 'tis equally defirablc to poflefs, 
and to lofe ? Two of my Acquaintance, great Men in 
this Faculty, have in my Opinion, loft half, in refiifing 
to publifh at Forty Years old, and chufing to ftay till 
Threefcore. Maturity has its Defefts as well as Verdure, 
Old Age urjit ^^d worfe ; and old Age is as unfit for this 
for iVriting of Idndof Bufincfs as for any other. He who 
Books. commits his decrepit Age to the Prefs, is a 

Fool, if he think to fqueeze any thing out thence that 
does not reprefent him deformed with Dotage and Stupi- 
dity. 
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lity. Our Undcrftandings grow coftive and thick as they 
jrow old. I deliver my Ignorance in Pomp and Plenty, 
md my Learning fcantily and poorly •, the latter acci- 
ientally and accellbrily, the former principally and ex- 
prcfly i and write purpofely of nothing but nothing, nor 
3f any Science but that of Infcience. I have chofen a 
tirhe, when mv Life, which I am to give an account of, 
lies wholly before me ; what remains of it holds more of 
Death. And of my Peath only, ftiould I then be as tal- 
kative as fome are, I would moreover give notice at my 
Departure. 

Socrates was a pcrfeft Exemplar in all SocratesV /)#- 
great Qualities ; I am vexed that he had fo /ormify ofBoJf 
deformed a Body as 'tis faid, and fo unfuit- un/uitable to 
able to the Beauty of his Soul, himfclf be- 't- ^"9 '^ 
mg 10 amorous, and 10 captivated with 
Beauty. Nature furely did him wrong. There is no- ^ 
thing more probable than a Conformity and Relation oSK 
the Body to the Soul. Iffi animi^ magni rcfert^ quati in 
eorpore locatijint : Multa enim e corf ore exiftunt^ qua acuant 
menUm \ multa qua obtundant *. i. e. // is of great Confe^ 
fuence in what Bodies Souls are placed^ for many corporal ^/tf - 
Utiesfbarpen the Mind, and many others blunt it. This fpeaks 
rf. an unnatural Uglinefs and Deformity of Limbs : But 
fit call that lU-favourednefs alfo, which is an Unfeemli- 
icfs at firft fight, being principally lodged in the Face, 
ind which dilaftes us by the Complexion, a Spot, a for- 
bidding Countenance, lometimes from fome inexplicable 
Caufe, where the Limbs are nevcrthelefs of good Sym- 
tnctry and perfeft. The Deformity that cloth'd a very 
jeautiful Soul in Stephen la BcctiuSy was of this Prcdica*- 
ncnt. This fuperficial Uglinefs, which neverthelcfs is al- 
ways the moft imperious, is of Icaft Prejudice to the State 
of the Mind, and of little Certainty in the Opinion of ' 
Men. The other, which byi a more proper Name, is 
called a more fubftantial Deformity, ftrikes deeper in. 

• C/V/rtf Tufc. lib»i.«c. 33. 

Not 
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Not every Shoe of glofly Leather, but every Shoe neatly 
made, fhews the true Shape of the Foot within it, 

Socrates faid of his Deformity, that it denoted his Soul 
to be as deformed, had he not correfted it by Inftrudlion ; 
but, in faying fo, I believe he did butjeft, as hisCuftom 
was, and never fo excellent a Soul made a Jeft of itfelf. 
What the ^ cannot oft enough repeat how great an 

Beauty of tht Efteem I have for Beauty, that potent and 
B9dy is, and advantageous Quality. He called it a (hort 
honvmucb to hi Tyranny, and Plato^ the Privilege of Na- 
tfinmed. ^^^.^^ i^^ \i2S^ nothing that excels it in 

Reputation ; it has the firft Place in Commerce of Men ; 
it prefents itfelf to meet us, feduces and prepoffeffes our 
Judgment with great Authority and wonderful Impreffioa 
Pbryrte had loft her Caufe, in the Hands of an excellent 
Advocate, if, by rending her Robe, Ihe had not corrup- 
ted her Judges with the Luftre of her Beauty ♦• And I 
' » find that CyruSy Alexander and defar^ the three Matters of 
* the World, never negledled Beauty in their greateft Af- 
fiirs •, no more did the firft Scipio. The fame Word 
in Greek fignifies beautiful and good, and the Holy Ghoft 
oft calls thofe good, whom he means beautiful, I fliould 
willingly maintain the Priority of Things called Good, ac- 
cording to the Song, which Plato + calls a trivial one, 
taken out of fome of the antient Poets -, viz. Health, 
Beautiful Per- Beauty and Riches. Arifiotle fays, that the 
jom fit to cojn- Right of Command appertains to the Beau- 
mand. ^jful .^ ^nd that when there are Perfons whofc 

Beauty refembles the Images of the Gods, Veneration is 
likewife due to them. When one alked him J why 
People oftner and longer frequented tl>e Company of 
liandfome Perfons ? ^he §iuefiton^ faid he, is not to he ajkd 
hy aJTy but one tkat /> blind. The moft and the greateft 

* Fexttts Empiricus adverfus Mathematkos, lib. xi. p. 6$^ ^ntiUtB 
who reports chis fame PaiTaze afcnbes to Pbryni the Inyention of thi| 
Kxpedientj whereby fhe gained the Favour of her Judges, Inflit. Ora^ 
tor. lib. ii. c. 15. but Athetueus gives the Honour of gaining her Caafe 
to Hyjerides. -f- Gorgias Piat, p. jog. J Diogenes Latrt* ii 

the Lif(p oi Ari^oiie^ lib. v, J 2. 

Philo* 
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Philofophers paid for their Schooling, and acquired Wif- 
dom by the Favpur and Mediation of their Beauty. Not 
only in the Men that ferve me, but alfo in the Beafts, I 
confider Beauty as little fhort of Goodnefs. 

And yet I fancy that the Shape^and Make Jnadvanta^^ 
of a Face, and thofe Lineaments by which ^usPhyfiognomp 
Menguefs at our Tempers, and our future ^J^^fj^^^i^ 
Fortunes, is a Thing that is not very di- yTeFeatVn p/ 
rcdily and fimply to be ranked in the Clafs of the Fact. 
Beauty and Deformity, no more than every 
good Smell and Serenity of Air promifes Health, nor than 
every Fog and Stink does Infeftion in a time of Peftilence, 
Such as accufe Ladies of contradifting their Beauty by 
their Manners, are not always in the right ; for, in a Face 
which is none of the beft, there may be an Air of Honefty 
and Fidelity : As, on the contrary, I have fometimes feea 
betwiK two lovely Eyes, certain Menaces of a dangerous 
and malignant Nature. There are fome PhyfiognomieSft 
that arc fevourable, fo that in a Crowd of viftorious Encw 
mies, you would prefently chufe, amongft Men you never 
faw before, one rather than another, to whom to furrcn, 
der, and with whom to trufl your Life, and yet not pro^ 
perly for the fake of his Beauty. 

A Man's Countenance is but a flender Se-? Whether aty 
curity, and yet is fomething to be regarded M^rancemof, 
too : And if I were to lafti Men, I would froTniL. 
moft feverely fcourgp the wicked ones, who noity. 
bclye and betray the Promifes that Nature 
has planted in their Foreheads. I fliould with great Seve- 
jity punifti Malice in a courteous Afpeft. It feems as if 
i^ere were fome happy and fome unhappy Faces ; ^nd I 
believe there is fome Art in diftinguilhing affable from 
filly Faces, fuch as are ftern from the rigid, the maliciou$ 
from the penfive, the coy from the melancholic, and fuch 
other bordering Qualities. There are Beauties which arc 
not only haughty, but four ; and others that are charming 
imd alfo injSpid. To prognofticate future Adventures, is 
i Thing that I IhaU \^yt ynde^ide^. 
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Ue Precept of ^ ^^^^^ foF my own part, as I have faid 

n Conformity to clfewherc, fimply and nakedly embraced this 

h'ature of great antient Rule, That wejhduld 710 1 fail to foU 

Importance, j^^ Naturc^ and that the fovef'eip;n Precept is 

even fUJifh re- ^ r r i ^/ti Z 

'vard to the out' ^^ <^onform ouvfelves to her. 1 have not, as 
•uwi Man. Socrates did, correfted my natural Temper 

by the Force of Reafon, and have not in the 
leaft molefted my Inclination by Art. I go on in my 
old Way -, I contend not. My two principal Parts live of 
their own Accord in Peace and good Intelligence, and my 
Nurfe^'s Milk, thanks be to God, was tolerable wholfomc 
and in a good State. Let me fay this by the way. That 
I fee a certain Image of fcholaftic Honefty, almoft only 
in life amongft us, in greater Efteem than 'tis really 
worth ; a Slave to Precepts, and fettered with Hope and 
Fear. I would have it fuch, as that Laws and Religions 
Ihould not make, but perfeft and authorize it, fuch as 
' has wherewithal to fupport itfelf without Help, fuch as 
is rooted in us by the &ed of univerfal Reafon, and im- 
printed in every Man by Nature. That Reafon which 
reclaimed Socrates from his vicious Bent, rendered 
him obedient to the Gods, and the Men of Authority in 
his City; courageous in Death, not becaufehis Soul was 
immortal, but becaufe he is mortal. *Tis a Doftrine 
ruinous to all Government, and much more hurtful than 
ingenious and fubtle, which perfuades the People, that a 
religious Belief is alone fufficient, and without Morality, 
to, fatisfy the divine Juftice. Cuftom demonftrates to us 
a vaft Diftindlion betwixt Devotion and Confcience. I 
have a tolerable Afpeft, both in Form and Inter- 
pretation : 

^id dixi balcre me ? Tmo babui^ Chreme *, 
Hcu! tantum attriti corporis ojfa vides -f. 

Have, did I fay ? No, Cbrems^ I had once. 
Of a worn Body thou but fec*ft the Bones. 

* Tfrentii Heaut. Aft. i. Sc£n. i, v. 43. f From whence Mon^ 
Mgne quoted this Line I know not. 

and 
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and which makes a quite contrary Appearance to that of 
Socrates. 

It has oft befallen me, that upon the mere y^^ notable 
Credit of my Prefence, and my very Afpeft, Proof4 ofgrtai 
Perfons who had no manner of Knowledge M'vantage 
of me have put a very great Confidence in ^g^e^W 
me, whether m their own Affairs or mine : frtm bisjijpea. 
And I have in foreign Parts obtained Fa- 
vours Angular and uncommon ; but thefe two Inftances, 
are peradventure worth particular Relation : A certain 
Perfon, deliberated to furprize my Houfe and me in it ; 
his Artifice was, to come to my Gate alone, and to be 
importunate to be let in : I knew him by Name, and had 
reafon to repofe a Confidence in him, as being my Neigh- 
bour, and fomething related to me. I caiifed the Gate to 
be opened to him, as I do to every one, and in he came, 
quite frighted, his Horfe panting, and all in a Foam. He 
prefently entertained me with this Flim-flam : ^hat 
about half a League offy be bad unluckily met with a cer^ 
tain Enemy of bisj whom I alfo knew and bad indeed heard 
of their parrel \ that this Enemy badpurfued him very hard ; 
that he therefore fled to my Gate for Refuge ; and that he was 
in great Trouble for bis Followers^ whom^ hefaid^ he con^ 
eluded to be all either dead or taken. I innocently did my 
beft to comfort, hearten and refrefli him. Prefently after, 
came four or five of his Soldiers, who prefented them- 
felvQs in the fame Countenance and affright to get in too, 
and after them more, and ftill more, very well mounted 
and armed, to the Number of five and twenty or thirty^ 
pretending that they had the Enemy at their Heels. This 
Myftery began a little to awake my Sufpicion. I was not 
ignorant what an Age I lived in, how much my Houfe 
might be envyed, and I had feveral Examples of others 
of my Acquaintance, who had met with fuch fort of 
Guefts. So it was, that knowing there was nothing to 
be got in having begun to do a Courtefy, unlefs I went 
through with it, and as I could notdifengage myfelf from 
them without fpoiling all -, I chofe the moft natural and 
fimple Way, as I always do, and invited them all to come 

in. 
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in. And in truth, I am naturallyvcry little inclined to Su(pi- 
cion and Diftruft. I willingly incline towards Excufe, and 
the moft favourable Conftruction. I take Men according to 
^ the common Run, and don't believe there can be fuch 
perverfe and unnatural Inclinations, unlefs convinced by 
manifeft Evidence, mote than I do Monfters and Mi- 
racles •, I am moreover a Man who willingly commit my- 
fclf to Fortune, and throw myfelf headlong into her Arms ; 
and have hitherto found more reafon to applaud, than to 
condemn myfelf for it ; having found her more fblicitous 
of, and more a Friend to my Affairs, than I am myfelf. 
There are fome Aftions in my Life, wherein my Condudt 
may juftly be called difEcult, or, if you pleafc, prudent. 
Yet of thofe, fuppoflng the third Part to have been my 
own, doubtlefs the other twoThirds were richly hers. We are, 
methinks, to blame, in that we do not enough truft Heaven 
with our Affairs, and challenge more from our own Con- 
duft than appertains to us. And therefore it is that ourDe- 
figns fo oft mifcarry. Heaven is diipleafed at the Extent 
that we attribute to the Prerogatives of human Prudence in 
Prejudice of its own, and abridges them the more we ftretch 
them. The laft Comers kept themfelves onHorfe-back 
in my Court-yard, whilft their Leader was with me in the 
Parlour, who would not have his Horfe fet up in the 
Stable, faying, he would immediately retire, as foon as 
he fhould have News of the reft of his Men. He faw 
himfelf Mafter of his Enterprize, and nothing now re- 
mained but the Execution. He has fmce feveral Times 
faid (for he was not afliamed to tell the Story himfelf) that 
my Countenance and Freedom had fnatched the Treachery 
out of his Hands. He again mounted his Horfe, his 
Followers having continually their Eyes intent upon him, 
to fee when he would give the Sign -, very much aftoniftied 
to fee him march away and leave his Prey behind him. 
Another Time, relying upon I know not what Truce, 
newly publifhed in the Army, I took a Journey through a 
very fickle Country. I had not rid far, but it got Wind, 
and two or three Parties of Horfe, from feveral Places, 
were fent out to take me •, one of them the third Day over- 
took me, where I was charged by fifteen or twenty Gentle- 
men 
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men in Vizors, followed at adiftance by a BandofR^^« 
muffins. Here was I furrounded and taken, drawn into 
the Heart of a neighbouring Forreft, difmounted, robbed^ 
my Trunks rifled, my Ca(ket taken, and my Horfes andl^ 
Equipage divided amongft new Matters. We had here a 
very long Conteft about my Ranfom, which they fet fo ;. 
high, that it was plain I was not known to them. They 
were moreover in a very great Debate about my Life ; 
and in truth, there were feveral alarming Circumftanccs 
that threatened me with the Danger I was then in. 

Tunc animis opus^ iEnea, tune peSlere Jirmo *. 

Then, then, MneaSy was there need 
Of an undaunted Heart indeed* 



I ftill infifted upon the Letter of the Truce, that they ihould 
only have the Gain of what they had already taken from 
me, which was not to be defpifed, without Promife of 
any other Ranfom. After we had been two or throe 
Hours in this Place, and after they had mounted me on a 
pitiful Jade that was. not likely to run away from them, 
and committed me to the Guard of fifteen or twenty Har- 
quebuffiers, and difpcrfed my Servants to others, having 
given order that they fhould carry us off Prifoners feve- 
ral Ways V when I was got fome two or three Mufquet^ 
fliot from the Place, 

Jam prece PoUucis, jam Caflx>ris impkrata -f y 
Whilft I implor'd Cajlor and Pollux Aid f. 

this fudden and unexpected Alteration happened. I faw 
the Chief of them return to me with milder Lan- 



• VirgiL ^neid. lib. vi. v. 261. \ Catullus ^ lib. xvi. v. 65. 

J Or as Montaigne might have faid in his own Language : After I 
made a Vow co all the Saints in Paradifi,OT ms we Protefiants fa/, 
in the R§myh Calendar. 

guagc. 
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gaagc, making fearch amongft the Troopers for my 
loft Baggage, and caufing as much as could be reco- 
vered to be reftored to me, even to my Caflcet : But thcJ 
^^beft 'Prefent they made me, was my Liberty ; for, the reft; 
.did not much'concern me at that time. The true Caufe of 
*^ 'fo fudden a Change, and of this fecond Thought, with- 
out any apparent Impulfe, and of fo miraculous a Repen- 
tance, at (uch a time, in a ferious and deliberated Enter- 
prife, and which was become juft by Cuftom, (for at the 
firft Dafh I plainly confefled to them, of what Party I 
was, and whither- 1 was going) is what I do not yet rightly 
apprehend. The moft eminent amongft them, who pulled 
off his Vizor, and told me his Name, faid to me over 

ft and over again, that Iwas obliged for my Deliverance to 
my Countenance, and the Franknefs and Courage of my 
Speech, which rendered me unworthy of fuch a Misfor- 

i- tune, and he defired me to be in no Dread of the like again. 
ff 'Tis poflible that the divine Bounty chofe to make ufe of 
this mean Inftrument for my Prefervation. It moreover 
defended me the next Day from other and worfe Am- 
bufhes, which even thcfe had given me warning of. The 
laft of thefe two Gentlemen is yet living, to give an ac- 
count of the Story •, the firft was killed not long ago. 

The Simplicity ^^ "^X ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ anfwer for me, if Men 

efhis Intention " did not read in my Eyes and Words, the In- 

§ lohich ^as <ui' nocency of my Intention, I had not lived io 

fibletnhtsEyes^ lonff without Quarrels, and without giving 

^ and bts Lan- r\cr rj • ^i_ • jt t m ^ 

guageypre^ent- Offence, confidenng the indilcrete Liber- 
'♦ ed his Freedom ty I take, right or wrong, to fay whatever 
in Difcourfe comes into my Head, and to judge raftily of 
^el7ed""^ '■'" Things. This Praftice may with Reafoh ap^ 
^ '^ ^ ' pear uncivil, and ill adapted to our Way of 

Converfation -, but I have never met with any who have 
judged it outrageous or malicious, or that took Offence zx 
my Liberty, if he had it from my own Lips. Words 
repeated have another kind of Senfe, as well as Sound. 
Neither do I hate any Perfon whatever ; and am follow to of- 
fend that I cannot do it, to ferve Reafon itfelf. And when Oc- 
cafion has called ipe to condemn Criminals,' I have rathejr 
failed in the Striftnefs of juftice, t// magis f^ccari nglim^ 

quam 
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J qiiam fat is animi ad vindicanda peccata haheam. So that 
». / have more Concern for Mem Offences^ than a Heart to 
;t punifh them *. Arijtotle^ *tis faid, was re- a .« , 
fi proached for having been too merciful to a prlachedfor 
>; wicked Man -f*. I was indeed^ faidhe, w^r- being mercifuL 
- ciful to the Man, but not to^his Wickednefs. 
, Ordinary Judgments are exafperated to Punifhment by the 
_ Horror of the Crime. But this cools mine. The Hor- 
i ror of the firft Murder makes me fear the fecond, and the 
Deformity of the firft Cruelty makes me abhor all Imita- 
tion of it. That may be applied to me, who am but a Knave 
of Clubs, which was faid of Charillus, King oi Sparta :{:, 
He cannot be good, becaufe be is not fever e to the Wicked. Or 
thus ; for Plutarch delivers it both thefe Ways, as he does 
a thoufand other Things, varioufly, and contrary to one 
another. He mufl needs be good, becaufe he is fo even to the 
wicked II . Even as in lawful Adtions, I do not care to be 
concerned when others are offended by them ; fo to fay the 
Truth, in unlawful Things, I do not make Confcience 
enough of employing myfelf when others approve them^ 



c H A, P. xm. 

Of Experience. 

THERE IS no Defirc more natural Whj Expert- 
than that of Knowledge : We try all 7"^^'^, 
,,, • , - , . f T^ fi^^ Means ta 

the Ways that can lead us to it ; where Rea- /„a^ ^, ^ 
fon is wanting,, we therein employ Expe- the Truth 0/ 
rience ; . ^^'''•^'• 

♦ Titus Liwas lib. xxix. c. 22. + Diog, Laert, in the Life of Jri- 
ffotUy lib V. 5 17. X Pi^^fch of the UifFe re ncs betwixt the Flat- 

terer and the Friend^ c. ID. || I cannot imagine from which of Plu- 
tarch^% Trails Montaigne took this Refledlion j but in the Treatife e/' 
Ewvy and Hatred Plutarch gives it us exadtly as it is in the preceding Note, 
viz. Ho^Jhouldhe be good, when he is not rigid to the fFicked, c. 3. 

Vol. III. B b Per 
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Per varies ufus or tern experientia fecit^ 
Exetftplo monjirante viam *. 

By various Proofs Experience Art has farmed, 
Example being Guide. ] 

which is a Means much more weak and cheap. But Tin 
is fo great a Thing, that we ought not to difdain any m 
dium that will guide us to it. Reaibn has fo manyF 
that we know not which to adhere to ; Experience 
fewer. The Confequence we would chraw from die 
parifon of Events is unfure, by reafon they are always nj 
like. There is no Quality fo univerfal in this Image ■ 
Things as Divcrfify and Variety. Both the Gnis^ m, 
Latins J and we» for the moil emrefs Example of Siinii| 
tude, have pitched upon that or Eggs. And yet dflj 
have been Men, particularly one at Ddpbasj who oo4 
diftinguiih Marks of Difierence amongft ^gs ib iv4i 
that he never miftook one for another ; and, havingmflj 
Hens, could tell which had laid it f. Diflimilirudei* 
trudes itfelf into our Works ; no Art can arrive at a pB 
fedt Similitude. Neither Perozety nor any other CMd-ffli 
ker, can fo carefully polifh and blanch the Bacb of b 
Cards, that fome Gamefters will not diftinguiih them I 
only feeing them fhuffled by another : Refemblance do 
not fo much make one, as Difference makes anodu 
Nature has obliged herfelf to make nothing like, to i 
other. 

Ofivbat Ufi And yet I anrnot much pleaied wiAl 

is tbeMulti' Opinion, who thought by the Multitude 
fUcity of Laws to curb the Authority of TudgcSi 

retrenching them. He was not aware a 
there is as much Liberty and Stretch in the Interpretatii 
of Laws, as in their Form ; and they deceive thcmfdf 
who thmk to leflen and flop our Debates by fummoni 

• Manilius^ lib.i. v.6i. f Cicero Acad. Qaaet 14. 

C* I o. 
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us to the exprefs Wbrds of the Bible : Forafmuch as hu- 
man Wit finds as large a Field for contrbverting the Serife 
of another, as for delivering his own ; and, as if there 
were lefs Animofity and Bitterriefs in glofling than Inven- 
tion. We fee how rnUch he was deceived j for we have 
more Laws in France^ than in all the reft of the World 
befides ; and more than would be neceflary for the Regu- 
lation of all the Worlds of Epicurus, lit olim flagitiis^ 
fic nunc Legibus laboramus * : So that 'as formerly we were 
plagued with Vtces^ we are now as fick of the Laws : And 
yet we have left fo much to the Opinion and Decifion of 
our Judges, that there never was fo full and uncontroul- 
led a Liberty. What have our Legiflators got by culling 
out an hundred thoufand particular Cafes, and Fadts, and 
by adding to thofe, an hundred thoufand Laws ? This 
Number holds no manner of Proportion with the infinite 
Diverfity of human Aftions -, the Multiplications of our 
Invention will never reach the Variety of ExamfJles. Add 
to them an hundred times as many more, yet it will never 
happen, that of Events to come, any one will fall out, 
that, in the Millions of Events fo chofcn and recorded, 
fhall fo tally with any one, and be fo exaftly coupled and 
compared with it, that there will not remain fome Cir- 
cumftance and Diverfity which will require a Variation of 
Judgment. There is little Relation betwixt our Adlions 
that are in perpetual Mutation, and the Laws that are 
fixt and immoveable ; the moft to be defired, are thofe 
that arc the moft rare, the moft fimple, and general : 
And I am further of Opinion, that we were better to have 
none at all, than to have them fb numerous. 

Nature always gives them better, than TJ!^ Laws of 
thofe are which we make ourfclves ; witnefe ^^unre hetttr 
the Pidturc of the Poets Golden Age, and the '^'^ ^•^ •^^• 
State wherein we fee Nations live, who have no other. 
Some there are, who, for their only Judge, Pafftngers 
take the firft Pafler by that travels along madeuje^f 
their Mountains, to determine their Caufe : ^"^ 7*4''- 
And others, who, on their Market-day, chufe out fome 

* 7ao/. lib. iii. c. 2;. 
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one amongft them, who decides all their Controverfies on 
the Spot. What Danger would there be, if the Wifeft 
Ihould thus determine ours, according to Occurrences, and 
by Sight, without Obligation of Example and Confe- 
quence ? Every Shoe to his oivn Foot. When King Ferdi' 
nand fcnt Colonies to the Indies y he wifely provided that 
they fliould not carry alone with them any Students of 
the long Robe, for fear left Law-fuits fhould get footing 
in that new World ; as being a Science, in its own Nature, 
the Mother of Altercation and Divifion •, judging with 
PktOy That Lawyers and Phyficians are the Pefts of a 
Country *. 

HonA; it-comes' ^^^^ comcs it to pafs that our common 
to pafs, that Language, fo eafy for all other Ufes, be- 
the 'vulgar comes obfcure, and unintelligible in Wills and 
. ^onguey rwhich Qontrafts ? And that he who fo clearly ex- 
- 'i7^rPu^fi! preffes himfelf, whatever he fpeali;:s or writes, 
becomes obfcun cannot find in this any way of declaring him 
and ambiguous felf which is not liable to Doubt and Con- 
* 'l^lnT ' ^radiftion ? If it be not that the Grcat Men 
'^^nts! ^ of this Art, applying themfelves with a pe- 

culiar Attention to cull out hard Words 
. . and form artful Claufes, have fo weighed every Syllable, 
and fo throughly fifted every fort of Conneftion, that the; 
^re now confounded ,. and intangled in the Infinity of Fi- 
. gures, and fo many minute Divifions, tha^ they can w 
. longer be liable to any Rule or Prefcription, nor any cer 
'. . tain Intelligence. Confufum eji quicquid ufque in pulvere^ 
fe£lum eft -f-,.. i. e. Whatever is beaten into Powder is con- 
fufed. As you have feen Children try to bring a Mafs d 
Quickfilver into a. certain Number of Parts, the moft 
they prefs and work it, and endeavour to reduce it to thdi 
. . own Will, the more they irritate the Liberty of this 
nerous Metal ; it baffles their Art, and fubdivitles a 
Iparkles itfelf into fo many feparate Bodies, as are innu 
merable ; So it is here, for in fubdividing thefe Subtil 
ties. Men are aught to encreafe their Doubts, they aK 
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s led into a Way of ftretching alid diverfifying Difficulties, 
•; which are lengthened and difperfed. By ftarting and 
J fplitting of Queftions, they make the World to fruftify 
.- and abound inUncertaintics and Dilputes ; as the Earth is 
I made fertile, the deeper 'tis ploughed and the moie 'tis 
\ harrowed. Difficult at em facit doSlrina *. i. e. Dc^rine 
begets Difficulty. We doubted of Ulpian, and are now 
. more perplexed with Bartolus and Baldus. We (hould 
blot out the Trace of this ihnUmerable Diverfity of Opi- 
nions, not adorn ourfelves with it, and intoxicate Pofte- 
rity with it. I know not what to fay to it, but Expe- 
rience makes it manifeft, that fo many Interpretations di- 
vide Truth, and mar it. Ariftotle writ to be underftood, 
which if he could not be, much lefs will another that is not 
fo good at it ; and a third than he who exprefled his owij 
Thoughts. We open the Matter, and fpill it in pour- 
ing out. Of one Subject we make a thoufand, and in 
multiplying and fubdividing them, relapfe into the Infi- 
nity of the Atoms of Epicurus. Never did two Men 
make the fame Judgment of the fame thing ; and 'tis im- 
poffible to find two Opinions exaftly alike, not only in fe- 
veral Men, but in the fame Men, at different Times. I 
oft find matter of Doubt, of Things which the Com- 
mentary difdains to take notice of. I am moft apt to 
ftumble on even Ground, like fome Horfes that I have 
known, which make moft Trips in the fmootheft Way. 

Who will not fay that Gloffes augment . 
Doubts and Ignorance, fmcc there is no one Commintaries 
Book to be found, either human or divitie, onlyfir^ve to 
which the World bufies itfelf about, whofe <^tf^^ the 
Difficulties are cleared by Interpretation, ^^'^^^/f^' 
The hundredth Commentator ftill refers you "he Booh of the 
to the next, more knotty and perplexed than Law. 
he. When were wc ever agreed amongft 
ourfelves, that a Book had enough, and that there was 
no more to be faid on the Subjeft i This is moft apparent 
in the Law Pleadings. We give the Authority of Law to 
infinite Doftors, Arrets ad infinitum^ and to as many In- 
terpretations -, yet do we find any End of the Neceffity of 
Interpreting ? Is there for all that any Progrcfs or Advan- 

Bb 3 cemeixc 



274 MontaigneV EJfays. Book III. 

cement towards Tranquillity •, or do we ftand in need of 
any fewer Advocates and Judges, than when this Mafs of 
Law was yet in its firft Infancy ? We, on the contrary, 
obfcure and bury the Senfe of it. We difcover no more 
of it than what fo many Inclofures and Barriers will per- 
mit. Men are not fenfible of the natural Difeafe of the 
Mind. It does nothing but ferret and enquire, and is 
eternally wheeling, plodding and perplexing itfelf ; and 
like the Silk-worm, fuffbcates itfelf iq its own Web ; or 
like Mus in Pice^ i. e. A Mofife in a Tar-barrek ivbicb tk 
more it ftruggles to get out^ is the more intangkd. It thinks 
it difcovers at a great diftance I know not what Glimpfe 
of imaginary Light and Truth j but whilft it runs to it, fo 
.many Difficulties, Hindrances, and new Inquifitions crofs 
its way, as piiflead and intoxipate jt. Not much unlike 
,M[of\ Dog, that feeing fomething lijce ^ dead Body float- 
ing in the Sea, and not bejng able to approach it, at- 
tempted to drink the Watf r, in order to lay the Paflage 
dry, and fo drowned itfelf. To which tallies, what one 
Crates * faid of the Writings of HeracUtus^ That they re- 
quired a Reader who could fmm welly t pat the Depth and 
IVeigbt of his DoSlrine might not overwhelm andchpak him f. 
'Tis nothing but particular Weaknefs that makes us con- 
tent ourfelves with what others, or ourfelves have found 
out ifi this Purfuit of Knowledge j thofe of better Under- 
ftahding would hot reft fo content ; there is always room 
and to Ipare fof one to fucceed, nay even for ourfelves, 
and every one elfe ; t|iere is no end of pur Inquiries, our 
End is in the other "^orld. *Tis a Sign either of a 
contrafted Mind when ip is fatisfied, or that it is grown 
weary. No generous Mind rtopjj of itfelf; it always 
pufhes on, and beypnd its Power •, it has Sallies beyond 
its Compafs. If it dp not advance and prefs forward, and 
fall b^pk, rufh, turn and wheel aboyt, *ps but Iprightly 

/ 

^ According to Utog^es Latrt. HI), ii. $ 22. This was not Cratn, 
\f\xt Socrates J who faid of the Writings of HeracUtus^ that they had ne»l 
pf as excellent Dirers as any in the Ifle ofDetos, 

f 5«/4i?/ in zi«Ai» jtoAv/x^irS'* ' 
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by halves •, its Purfuits are without Bound or Method ; 
its Aliment is Admiration, Ambiguity the Chacc ; which 
Apollo plainly declared, by always faking to us in a 
double, obfcure and oblique Senfe j not feeding, but amu- 
fing and puzzling us. 'Tis an irregular and perpetual 
Motion, without Example and without Aim. It*s In- 
ventions heat, purfuc and introduce one another. 

Ainfi voit'On en un ruijfeau coulanty 

Sans fin Tune eauy apres F autre roulanty 

Et tout de rangt ^un eternel conduit^ 

Vune fuit Tautre^ 6? Vune V autre fuit. 

Par cette-cyy celle-ld eft poujjie^ 

Et cette-cy par F autre eft devancie: 

Toufjours Veau va dans Veau^ 6? toufiours eft-ce 

Mefme ruijfeau^ Gf toufiours eau diverfe. 

So in a running Stream one Wave we fee 

After another roul inceffantly. 

And, as they glide, each does fucceffively 

Purfue the other, each the other fly : 

By this that's evermore pulh'd on, and this 

By that continually preceded is : 

One Water always docs another fill, 

Still the fame Brook, but diflf Vent Water ftill. 



There is more ado to interpret Interpretations than Things, 
and more Books upon Books than upon any other Sub- 
ject; we do nothing but comment upon one another. 
Every Place fwarms with Commentaries ; but of Authors 
there is great Scarcity. Is it not the principal and mod 
reputed Knowledge of our Times to underltand the 
Learned ? Is it not the common and final Aim of all Stu- 
dies ? Our Opinions are grafted upon one another j the 
firft itrvts for a Stock to the fecond, the fecond to the 
third, thus Step by Step we climb the Ladder. From 
whence it comes to pafs, that he which is mounted higheft 
has oft more Honour than Merit ^ for he is got up but ^ 

6 b 4 Graiit 
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Kntnun hno- How manylnnocents have we known that 

cents funijhed j^^yg httn punifhed cven without the Judge's 
7imc7t^the Fault, and how many more are there that have 
F^rms of Law. not arrived at our Knowledge ? This Cafe hap- 
pened inYnyTime. Certain Men were condem- 
ned to die for a Murder committed ; and their Sentence, if not 
pronounced, was at leaft determined ahd concluded on» 
The Judges, juft in the nick, are advertifed by the Officers 
of an inferior Court hard by, that they have fbme Men in 
Cuftody, who have direftly confefled the faid Murder, and 
give fuch Light into the Faft, as is not to be doubted. 
*Twas then notwithftanding put to the Queftion, whether 
or no they ought to fufoend Execution of the Sentence al- 
ready pafled upon thfe former. They confidered the No- 
velty of the Example, and the Confequence of flaying 
Judgments, that the Sentence of Death was duly pafled, 
and the Judges could not retraft. To conclude, thefe poor 
Devils were facrificed to the Forms of Law. Philips or 
Ibme other, provided againft a like Inconvenience, after 
this manner. He had condemned a Man to pay a great Fine 
to another, b^ a determined Judgment. The Truth fome 
time after being difcoVered, it appeared that he had pafled 
an unjuft Sentence ; on one fide was the Reafon of the 
Caufe, on the other fide the Reafon of the judiciary 
Forms. He in fome fort fatisfied both, leaving the Sen- 
tence in the State it was, and out of his own Purfe pay- 
ing the Cofts of the condemned Party. But he had to do 
in a reparable Affair, mine were irreparably hanged. 
How many Sentences have I feen more criminal than the 
Crimes ? 

iTh. ' -.^w All this makes me remember the antient 

Manisnotfure Opinions, That there ts a Necejftty a Man 
tfhis Life or fnuft do WroYig by retail^ who will do Right in 
ifh%mre/r ^^^ ^^^f^ *? ^^^ Injujiice in little Things, that 
int9ithe Hands ^^^^ ^^'^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ Power to do Juftict in great : 
•f Juftice. 7hat human Juftlce is formed after the Model of 

PhyfiCy according to which. All that is utile, 
is alfo juft and honeft \ and what is held by the Stoicks, 
That Nature berfelf proceeds contrary to Jujlice in tnojl of 

her 
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"^ her Works -, and what is received by the Cyrenaih *, ^hat 

I $btre is nothing juji in itfelf^ but that Cufioms and Laws make 

-. J^fii^^ • And what the ^heodorians hold, that maintain 

Theft, Sacrilege, and all forts of Uncleannefs juft in a 

wife Man -[*> if he knows them to be profitable to him 5 

\ there is no Remedy, I am in the fame Cafe that Alcihiades 

\ 'was, that I will never, if I can help it, put myfelf into 

; die Hands of a Man who fhall determine of my Head, 

■ where my Life and Honour fhall more depend upon the 

Care and Diligence of my Attorney, than upon my own 

Innocence. I would venture myfelf with fuch a Jufticc 

as would take notice of my good Deeds as well as my ill, 

and where I had as much to hope as to fear. Indemnity 

is not fufficient SatisfaAion ta a Man who does better than 

not to do amifs ; but our Juftice prefents us only one 

Hand, and that the left Hand too ; let him be who he 

will, he fhall be fure to go off with Lofs. 

In Chinay of which Kingdom the Govern- ^ , ^ 
mcnt and Arts, without Correfpondence {u^ldtaChu 
with, or Knowledge of ours, furpafs our na to recward 
bcft Examples in feveral Parts or Excel- goodJaiom^ 
lencc ; and of which the Hiftory gives me "I'^^Ztd. 
to underftand how much greater and more 
various the World is, than cither the Antients or We can 
penetrate, the Officers deputed by the Prince to vifit the 
State of his Provinces, as they punifh thofe who behave 
-themfelves ill in their Places, fo do they liberally reward 
thofe who have carried themfelves above the common 
• Sort, and beyond the Neceffity of their Duty ; they there 
prefent themfelves, not only to be protefted, but to get ; 
4K>r fimpiy to be paid, but to be rewarded. 

No Judge, thanks be to God, has ever Montaigne 
yet fpoke to me, in the Quality of a Judge, ^^^^"^^ 
upon any Caufe whatever, whether my own, clurtofjiJi 
or that of another, whether criminal or ci- tUe. 
vil ; nor was I ever within the Walls of a 
Prifon. Imagination renders the very Outfide of ^ Jail 

• Diog. Laert. in the Lik of Jrifi iff ui, lib. ii. J 92. 
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my Averfion : I am fo fond of Liberty, that fliould I be 
debarred Accefs to any Corner of the Indies^ I fhould be 
fomewhat uneafy. And whilft I can find either Earth or 
Air elfewhere, I (hall never lurk, where I muft hide my- 
felf. Good God ! how ill fhould I bear to be confined, as 
many People are, to a Corner of the Kingdom, deprived 
of the Privilege of entering into the principal Cities and 
Courts, and the Liberty of the public Roads, for having 

Quarrelled with our Laws. If thofe under which I live, 
lould but wag a Finger at me, by way of Menace, I 
would immediately go feek out others, let them be where 
they would; all my little Prudence in the Civil War 
wherein we are now engaged, is employed^ that they may 
not hinder my Egrefs and Regrefs. 

Whinifwas Now the Laws keep up their Credit, 

that in Mon- DOt for being juft, but becaufe tbey are 
taigne'j Time Laws : It is the myftical and the fole Foun- 

^Ttoflhl^''' ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ Authority -, and 'tis well it is 

French Lawt ^o > they being oft made by Fools ; for the 

in other Re- moft part by Men that out 'of Hatred to 

JP^^ *^/y «»- Equality, fail in Equity ; but always by 

naf^nabie. j^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^j^ ^^^ g^j^,^ AuthorS. 

There is nothing fo grofly, nor fo commonly faulty as the 
Laws. Whoever obeys them becaufe they are juft, does 
not juftly obey them as he oughL Our French Laws, by 
their Irregularity and Deformity, do in fome fort lend "a 
helping Hand to Diforder and Corruption, as is m.anifeft 
in their Difpenfation and Execution, The Command is fo 
perplexed and inconftant, that it in fome fprt excufes both 
Difobedience, and the Vice of the Interpretation, the Ad* 
miniftration and the Obfervation of it. What Fruit thw 
foever we may reap from Experience, will be of little Ser- 
vice to our Inftrudtion, which we draw from foreign Ex- 
amples ; if we make fo little Profit of that we have of 
our own, which is more familiar to us, and doubtlefs fuf- 
ficient to inftruft us in that whereof we have abfolute 
need. I ftudy myfelf more than any other Subjeft j this 
is my Metaphyfic, this my Natural Philofophy. 
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^ud Deus banc mundi temperet arte domumj 
^la venit exoriens^ qtid deficit ^ unde coaSlis * 

Cornibus in plenum menjtrua luna redit : 
Unde falo fup.erant ventiy quid flamine captet 

Eurusy et in nubes unde perennis aqua. 
Sit Ventura dies mundi qua fuhruat arces : 

S^aritCj quos agitat mundi labor "f. 

By what means God the Uniyerfe does fway. 
Or how the pale-fac'd Sifter of the Day, 
When, in encreafing, can her Horns unite. 
Till they contraft into a full orb'd Light, 
"Why Winds do of the Sea the better get. 
Why Eurus blows, and Clouds are always wet ; 
What Day the World's great Fabric muft overthrow. 
Let them inquire,, who would its Secrets know. 

. In this Univerfality, I fuffer ihyfelf to be i^norantly and 
■ negligently led by the general Law of the World, I fhall 
>:'Juiow it well enough when I feel it j my Learning cannot 
m'^eit alter its Courfe ; it will not change itfeliibr me, 
i vtis. FdUy to hope it, and a greater Folly to concern a 
Man's felf about it, feeing it js neceffarily alike, public 
and common. The Bounty and Capacity of the; GoVer- 
.jnqr muft abfolutely difcharge us of all Care of the Go- 
vernment. Philofophical Inquifitions and Contempla- 
tions ferve for no other ufe but to feed our Curiofity. Phi- 
lolbphers, with great Reafon, refer us to the Rules of Na- 
..ture ; but they have no need of fo fublime.a Knowledge : 
'they' falfify them, and prefcnt us with Nature's Face 
, painted with too high coloured and too adulterate a Com- 
: - ple^on, from whence (pring fp many different Pidures of 
Tq .Oniforrn a Subjeft. ^s fhe has given us Feet to walk 
with, fo has (he given us Prudence to guide us in Life ; 
not fuch an ingenious, robuft and majeftic Prudence as 
that of their Invention, but yet one that is eafy, quiet ^nd 

• Prof. lib. iii. Elcg, j. v. 25. (^c. f Lucan, lib i. "Vrj^ij^ 
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I'ilutifcrous \ and fuch very well ^erzjms what rhe other 
proinilVs, in him who has the jgxA Lo ck lo kxxyw how 
CO employ it finccrely and regularly, thai is ro izr, accord- 
\\\a lo Nature. The mod fimply to commir a Man's fdf 
coNiCure, is to do it the moft wifely. Oh whatafoiti 
cil'y aiul whollbme Pillow is Ignorance and Incuriofity, 
wherev^n to repofe a well turned Head ! I had rather un- 
der lUnvl mYlVlf woU in myfclf, than in Ocer§. Of the Ex- 
perience I liive of myfclf, I find enough to make me 
wife» it 1 were but a good Scholar. Whoever calk » 
mind the Excefs of his pall Anger, and to what a D^;ree 
that Fever tranfports him, fees the Deformity of this Paf- 
fion better than in Artftotle^ and conceives a morejuft 
Hatred againil it. Whoever remembers the Hazards he 
has run, thofe that threatened him, and the flight Occa« 
fions that have removed him from one State to another, 
does by that prepare himfelf for future Change and the 
Acknowledgment of his Condition. The Life of dtfcr 
' himfelf is no more exemplary for us than our own, and 
though it was popular and commanding, 'twas ftill a Life 
contingent to all human Accidents. Let us but Men to 
it, and we apply to ourfelves all whereof we have prind- 
al Need. Whoever calls to Memory, how many times 
e has been miftaken in his own Judgment, is he not a 
reat Fool if he does not ever after fulpeft it i When I 
nd myfelf convinced, by another's Reafon, of a falfc 
Opinion, I do not fo much learn what he has falid to me 
that is new, which particular Ignorance would be no great 
Purchafe, as I do in general my own Weaknefs, and the 
Treachery of my Underftanding, from whence I extraft 
the Reformation of the whole Mafs. In all my other 
Errors I do the fame, and find this Rule greatly beneficial 
to Life. I regard not the Species and individual, as a 
Stone that I have fhimbled at •, I learn to fufpeft my 
Steps every- where, and am careful to place them right. To 
learn that a Man has faid or done a foolilh Thing, is a 
Thing of no moment. A Man muft learn that he is 
nothing but a Fool, a much more ample and important 
Inftruckion. The falfe Steps that my Memory has fo of- 
ten betrayed me into, even then when it was moft fecurc 
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' itfelf, are not idly thrown away, it may now fwcaf to 
e, and affure me as much as it will, I fhake my Head, 
id dare not truft it ; the firft Oppofition that is made to 
y Teftiniony, puts me in Sufpence ; and I durft not rely 
x>n it in any thing of moment, nor warrant it in an- 
her Body's Concerns : And were it not that what I do 
r want of Memory, others do more often for want of 
ncerity, I fhould always in matter of Faft, rather 
Loofe to take Truth from another's Mouth than my own. 
every one did but watch the EfFefts and Circumftanccs 
' the Paffions that fway him, as I have done that which 
am moft fubje<5t to, he would fee them coming, and 
Duld a little break their Impetuofity and Career ; they do 
)t always feize us on a fuddcn, there arc Threatnings, 
id Degrees. 

FluSlus uti frimo ccspit cum alb ef cere vento^ 
Paulatimfefs tollit mare^ et aUius undas 
Erigity inde into confurgit ad athera fundo ♦. 

As the Sea firft begins to foam and fret. 
Thence higher fwells, higher, and higher yet. 
Till at the laft the Waves fo high do rife, 
They feem to bid Defiance to the Skies. 

idgment holds in me a magifterial Seat ; at leaft, it care- 
Ily endeavours to make it fb : It lets my Appetites take 
eir own Courfe -, as Hatred and Friendfhip ; nay, even 
at which I bear to myfelf, without fufFering Alteration 
d Corruption, If it cannot reform the other Parts ac- 
rding to its own Model, at leaft it fuffers not itfelf to be 
rrupted by them, but plays its Game apart. That Ad- 
3nition to every one to know themfelves, ought to be 
important EfFe<St, fince the God of Wifdom and Light 
iifed it to be writ on the Front of his Temple, as qom- 

* Virgil -ffineid, lib. vu, v^, 528. &c. 
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prehending all he had to advife us. Flato fays alio, that 
Prudence is nothing but the Execution of this Ordinance ; 
and Socrates verifies it by piece-meal in Xenopbon. The 
Difficulties and Obfcurity are not difcerned in any Science, 
-but by thofe that are got into it ; for a certain Degree of 
Underftanding is requifite to be able to know that a Man 
is ignorant : And we muft pufh at a Door to know whe- 
ther it be bolted againft us. From hence this Platonick 
fubtilty fprings, that. neither they who know are to en- 
. quire, forafmuch as they know ; nor they who do not 
Know, forafmuch as to enquire, they muft know what 
they enquire of. So in this of knowing a Man's felf, that 
which every Man is feen fo refolved and fatisfied in with 
himfelf, and that which every Man thinks he fufficiently 
underftands, fignifies, that every one underftands nothing 
at all of the matter: as Socrates tells Euthydemus. I. who 
profefs nothing elfe, do therein find fo infinite a Depth and 
Variety, that all the Fruit I have reaped from my Learn- 
ing, ferves only to make me fenfible how much I have to 
learn: To my Weaknefs, fo often confeffed, I owe the 
Propenfion I have to Modefty, my Aflent to the Articles 
of Belief impofed upon me, a conftant Faintnefs and Mo- 
deration in my Opinions, and a Hatred of that trouble- 
fome and wrangling , Arrogancy, wholly believing and 
trufting in itfelf, the capital Enemy of Difcipline and 
Truth. Do but hear how they advance and domineer ; 
the firft Fooleries they utter, are in thQ Style wherewith 
Men eftablifli Religion ^d Laws. Nihil eft turpius quam 
^€ognitioni et perceptions lijfertionem, approbationemque pra- 
currire *. i. e. Nothing is fnore abfurdthan that AJfertion and 
j^robation Jhould precede Knowledge and Perception. Ari- 
ftarcbus faid, that antiently there were fcarce feven wife 
. Men to be found in the World, and in his Time fcarce fo 
many Fools. - Have not we more Reafon than he to fay fo 
in this Age of ours ? Affirmation, and Obftinacy, are ex* 
■ prefs Signs of Stupidity. If a Fellow has iftumbled and 
' had a hundred Falls in a Day, yet he will be at his Ergo's 

* Gcer9 Acad. lib. i. c. I2» 
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a5 refolute and fturdy, as before j fo that one would con- 
clude he liad had fonie new Soul and Vigour of Under- 
Handing infufed into him ; and that it happened to him 
as it did to that antient Son of Tellus, who took frelh 
Courage^ and was made llronger by his Fall. 

——cut cum tetigere parentem^ 
"Jam defeSia vigent renovato rohore membra *. 

Whofe broken Limbs upon his Mother laid, 
Immediately new Force and Vigour had. 



Does not this incorrigible Coxcomb think that he affumes 
a new Underftanding, by undertaking a new Difpute ? I 
accufe human Ignorance by my own Experience, which 
is in myOpinion the World's bell Schoo]-mafter. Such as 
will not conclude it fo in thcmfelves, by fo vain an Ex- 
ample as mine, or their own, let them believe it from 
Socrates, the Matter of Mailers. For the Philolbphcr ' 
jinlijlhenei fald to his Difciples : Let us go^ and bear So- 
crates, I will be a- Pupil with you f. And maintaining 
this Doftrine of his Stoical Seifl, That Virtue was fuffi- 
cienttomake a Life compleatly happy, he added, it had 
no need of any other Thing whatever, except the Vi- 
gour of Socrates. The long Attention that I employ in 
confidering myfelf, does alfo fit me to judge tolerably of 
others -, and there are few Things whereof I fpeak better, 
and more eitcufably. I happen very oft to fee and diftin- 
guifh the Quahties of my Friends more nicely than thejr 
do themfelves. I have aftonifhed fome with the Pcrd- , 
nence of my Defcription, and have given them warn- 
ing of themfelves. By having from my Infancy been ac- 
cullomed to contemplate my own Life in ihofc of others, 
I have acquired a Complexion ftudious in that particular. 
And when 1 am once intent upon it, I let iew things 



• £«M». lib. i*. V. 599. 
t'JibtHti, lib. vi. § >. 

Vol. m. 
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about me, whether CounteiUnces, Hiimours^ or 
courfes which lenrc to that Puippfe, cfcape me. I 
all, both what I am to avoid, and what I am to f 
Alfo in my Frieads, I difcovcr their inward Inclii 
by their Produdtipns ; not by rw^ng this infinite Van 
of fo diflFcrent and detached Actions into certain Sf '^ 
and Chapters, nor diftindly diftributing my Parccli 
Divifions under known Heads and GaUes. 

Sed mqui quam wulia ^edes^ ei mmna qitie JiM^ 
Eft xumcrus *• 

But not the Numbtf of thfk Kiftd anc} Nlnies, 
They are too many. 

The Learned (peak and deliver, their Fancies more (poi 
fically, and by piece-meal. I, who iee no further ioi 
Thir^ than as Cuftom informs me, gjcnerally give 
by way of Experiment, without Form and Method, 
in this, I pronounce my Opinion by loo£b and disjd 
Articles ^ tis a thing that cannot be ipoke at onc^ 
in crofs. Relation and Confonxuty axe not to be 
in Uich low and common Souls as ours. Wifilom isafo- 
lid and entire Building, pf wl^h every piece keeps its 
Place, and carries its Mark. Sola S^fpUntia in fc Ma ctm- 
verfa eft f- fyifdom only is vboUf turned into itsfdfx I 
leave it to Artifts, (and I know not whether or no they 
will be able to bring itabout in a Thing fb perpiexe<J,finall 
and cafual) ijo marihal into diltind Bodies, this infimte 
Diverfity of Facc^ and to lettle and r^;ulate ourlncoa- 
ftancy. I do not only find it h^ to piece our A^ionstD 
one another, but I moreover find it very hard pit^)erly to 
defign them every one by themielvrs by any prinopal 
Quality, lb ambiguous and capricious they are by the ir 

* ^'^fg, G$or, lib. ii. V. 103, where he is Speaking of the iaiuuKr- 
"aBte kinds of Grapes. f Cicero de fill. fib. iii. c» 7. 
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Qd Lights. That, which is remarked for rar^ in Per- 
pr King of Macedon^ that his Mind fixing itfelf to no one 
BBdition, wandered through all forts of. Life, and be- 
iMl in a manner fo wild and uncouth, that it was neither 
lown bjr himfelf, or any other, what kind of Man lie 
lb *, feems almoft to fuit all Mankind. And more- 
tr, I have feen another of his Cut, to whom I think 
is Condufion might more properly be applied : He kept 

• Medium, but was ftill running he^long from one 
stream to anotlier, upon Occafions not to be gueffed at ; 

fleered no manner of Courfe without traverfe and won- 
rftil Contrariety ; and had noone Quality uncompounded : 

that the beft Guefs that Man can one Day make, will 
I that he afieAed and ftudied to make himfelf known, 

being not to be known. A Man had need have good 
ffs to hear himfelf frankly ccniured. And as there are 
ir that can htzx this without bdng nettled, thofe who 
sard the undertaking it to us, manifeft a Angular £f- 
l of Friendlhip ; for 'tis fincere Love indeed, to at- 
npt to hurt imd ofllend us for our own Good. I think 
rade to cenfure a Man whole ill Qualities are more than 
\ good ones. Plai^ requires three Things in him that 
D examine the Soul of another, to wit f , Knowledge^ 
fiWillj m&Boldnefs. 

I firas onoe Hiked what I fhculd have thought myfelf fit 
r, had any one defigned to make ufe of me in -my youn- 
r Years. 

Dum metier vires fanguis dabat^ amula nedum 
Temporibus geminis canebat fparfa fene£ius J- 

Whilft better Blood my Limbs with Vigour fed. 
And e'er old.Age had fnow'd upon my Head. 

• Tit. Liv. lib. xii. c. 20. + Socrates in P/atd*5 Dialogue in- 
cd Gorgias. % jEmid. Kb. t. vcr. 415. 

Cc 2 For 
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Montaigne F^^ nothing, (aid I. And I am ^ 

nvoMidboM enough to excule my Inability to do any 

been a fit Ptr^ that may cnflave myfelf to another. 

/^Jf 1^^ j^ Ihould have told thefe Truths to my ! 

"C^Fw, to^l ^^» ^^ ^^^^ controulcd his Mann 
himTruthsJaiui he had fo pleafed ; not in gro& by fcb 
to tiacb him /» Lcflons, which I underftand not, and 
knanv him/elf. ^j^j^^ indeed I fcc no true Refort 
ipring in thofe that do ; but by obferving them grad 
at all Opportunities, and fimply and naturally ju 
them by the Eye, and diftindtly one by one, givioj 
to underftand upon what Terms he was in the coi 
Opinion, in Oppofition to hij Flatterers. There ia 
or us that would not be worfe than Kings, if fo 
nually corrupted as they are with that ibrt of V( 
Could even Jlexander^ that great King and Philoii 
defend himielf from them ? I fhould have Fidelity, , 
ment, and Freedom enough for that Purpofe. 
would be a namelefs Office ; otherwife it would Idk 
its Grace and Effedl ; and 'tis a part that is not it 
rently fit for all Men. For Truth itielf has not the 
vilege to be fpoke at all times, and in all Events ; tb 
of it, noble as. it is, has its Circumfcriptions and L 
It oft falls out, as the World now goes, that a Man '. 
flip into the Ear of a Prince, not only to no Purpofe 
moreover injurioufly and unjullly. And no Man 
make me befieve, that a virtuous Remonfhahce ma 
be vicioufly applied, and that the Intereft of the Sul^ 
is not oft to give place to that of the Form, 

For fuch a Purpofe, I would have a Man that is 
tent with his own Fortune ; 

^cd Jity ejfe velitj nibilfue nmlit *: 

Who likes that prefent State of his. 
And would not be but what he is, 

• Mart. £■/. lib, X. Epig-47. V. iz. 
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m to a moderate Fortune 5 forafmuch Whonuwldki 
the one hand he would not fcruple to ^' ^^ proper 
lis Sovereign's Heart to the quick, Ex^n^cffirf 
of lofing his Preferment : And on the this Office to 
and, by being of a middling Quality, Princes. 
Id have more eafy Communication with all forts of 
: And I would have this Office limited to only one 
becaufe to difFufe the Privilege of this Liberty and 
r to many, would jpeget an inconvenient Irrevc- 
and even of that one too, I would above all things 
the Fidelity of Silence. 

Ling is not to be believed when he How much 
Df his Conftancy in ftanding the Shock Kings are in 
Enemy for his Glory, if for his Pro- ^^tof/ucba 

Amendment, he cannot bear the '^^ 
Ri of a Friend's Advioe, which can do no more 
ing his Ear, the Remainder of its EfieA being ftill 
own. Power. Now, there is no Rank of Men 
er who ftand in fo grpat need of true and free Ad- 
yti as they do. They a£b in a public Sphere, and 
(many Spedbitors to pleafe, that whe» Men have 
> conceal from them whatever ihould divert them 
icir own Courfe, they infenfibly have -. -. . 
rhemfelves involved in the Hatred and ^tjjAryfir 
ition of their People, femetimes up- Kings. 
Ji (light Occafions as they might 
(Toidcd without any Prejudice evfen to their Pleafures 
Ives, had they been advifed and fet right in time. 
Favourites commonlv have more Regai-d to them- 
than they have to their Sovereigns ; and indeed it 
them upon, forafmuch as in Truth moft Offices of 
riendfliip when applied to the Sovereign, are difa- 
le and dangqous in the Efiay ; fo that therein there 
I, not only of very great Affc6iion and Freedom, 
Courage too. 

Cx 3 To 
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JbiAd'oantagi To concludc, all this Medley of Things 
tbf^mip bide- j^^j.g compiled is nothing but a Regifter of 
Montaigne'/ ^Y ^wn Expenments m Life, which for its 
EJa^sfor tbi internal Soundnefs is exemplary enough to 
Hialtb of the ^^^ Inftrudion agsiinfl: the Grain ; but as 
ZfifJZt to bodily Health, no Man can furnifli ont 
of tbi Bodf. more profitable Experience than I,, who pre- 

fent it pure, and no way corrupted and 
changed by Art and Opinion,. Ej^ricncc is properly 
upon its own Dung-hill in the Subj^ of Phyfic, where 
Reafon wholly ^ives it Place, ^iherhu * faid, that who- 
ever had lived twenty Years, ought to be refponfible to 
himfelf fbr all Things that were hurtful^ or wholfbrne to 
him, and to know how to order himielif without Phyfic 
And he mijght have kamt it of Socratery who advi&ig 
his Difciples to be fbllicitousrof their Health, and to make 
it their chief Study, addedy that it was hard if a Man of 
Senfe, that took care of his Exercifes and Diet, did not 
better know than any Phyfician, what was good or bad 
for him. And indeed Phyfic does profefs always to have 
Experience for the Touch-ftone of its. Operations. And 
FlaU was right when he faid, that to be a true Phyficiao, 
he who profefled that Science fhould firft himfidf have 
palled through all the Difeafes he pretends to cure, and 
through all the Accidents and Circumilances whereof he 
is to judge. *Tis but Reafon they fhould get the Pox, if 
they will know how to cure it ; for mj part, I fhoukl 
chufe to put myfelf into fuch Hands : For the others only 
guide us, like him who p^ncs the Sea, Rocks, and Ports, 
and draws the Model of a Ship as he fitfrfafe at his Tablev 

* I cannot imagine where Montaigne net with that Sayings of fiifi 
rius, that after the Age of 20 Years, a Man ought to have nothing to 
do with phy ileal Remedies. Smtmrtu only fajfs, that Tiberius^ after Itf 
was 30 Years of Age, governed his Healui after hb own Fancy, and 
without the Help and Advice of Phyficians. Suetoh^ in the Life of 7iht' 
rius, § 68. And Plutarch tells us in his excellent Treatife of the Rulti 
and Precepts for Health, that he remembered to have heard, that ^ibe- 
rius ufed to fay, that the Man who after threefcore Years of Age held 
his Hand out to a Phyiician to feel his Pulfe, deferved to be laughed at 
for a Fool. Ch. 23. of Amyot^% Tranflation. 

but 
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but fend him to Sea, he knows not what Courle to fteer. 
They make fuch a Defcription of our Maladies, as a 
Town-Crier does of a loft Horfe, or Pog, of fuch a 
Colour, fuch a Height, fuch an Ear ; but bring the Ani- 
mal to him, and he knows him not for all that. God 
grant that Phyfic may one Day give me Ibme good and 
viGble Relief, namely, when I fliall cry out in good 
Earneft. 

tandem efficaci do pianos Scimtia *. 

At length I own the Power of thy Pill, 
And let its Operation curq or kill. 

The Arts that promife to keep our Bodies and Souls in 
Health, promife a gwat deai, but withal, there is none 
that Icfs keep their Promife. And. in our Times, thofc 
that make Profeffion of thefe Arts amongfl: us, lefs ma- 
nifeft the EfFefts of them than all other Men. One may 
fay of them at the moft, that they fell medicinal Drugs, 
but that they are Phyficians a Man cannot fay. I have 
lived fo long as to be able to give an Account of my 
Praftice hitherto. And, for whoever has a Mind to read 
it, as his Tafter, I give him this Effey^. of which thefe 
are fome Articles, as they occur to my Memory. I have 
no Cuftom that has not varied according to Accidents ; 
but I record thofe I have been moft ufed to, and that 
hitherto have had the greateft PofTefTion of me. 

My Form of Lift is the fame in Sicknefs MontaigneV 
that it is in Health, the fame Bed, the fame ^J^fjl'jf'' 
Hours, the fame Meats and the fame Li- 'siikntfs iu in 
quors ferve me ; I add nothing to them but HcaitL 
the Moderation of more or lefs, according to 
my Strength and Appetite. My Health confifts in main- 
taining my wonted State without Difturbance. I fee that 
Sicknels deprives me of it on one hand, and if I will be 

* Hot. Epodc 17. ▼• \. 
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ruled by the Phyficians, they will rob me of it on the other 
hand ; fo that both by Fortune and by Art I am put out 
of my Road. I believe nothing more certaioly than this, 
that I cannot be hurt by the Ufe of Things to which I 
have been fo long accuih>med. 'Tis Cuftom that gives 
the Form to a Man's Life, as it beft pleafes her, who in 
that is all in all : 'Tis the Beverage of Grce that varies 
our Nature how it pleafes. How many Nations, and buc 
little way from us, think our Fear of the Sun's Exha- 
lations in a very clear Day^ that ib manifeftly hurt us, 
ridiculous, and our very Watermen and Peafants laugh tt 
it. You make a German fick if you lay him upon a Mat- 
trafs, as you do an ItaUan if you put him on a Fe^er- 
bcd ; and a Frenchman without Curtuns and a Fire. A Sps- 
nijb Stomach cannot hold out to eat as we can, nor ours 
to drink like the Swifs. A German made me very merry 
at Augjbourg in finding Fault with our Hearths by the fame 
Arguments which we comnx)nly make ufe of in deoy- 
ing their Stoves : For, to fay the Truth, that finothercd 
H^at, and the Scent too of that Matter with which diey 
are heated again and again, offend moft People who are 
not ufed to them, but not me ; yet as to the reft, this 
Heat being equal, conftant and univerfal, without Flame, 
without Smoke, and without the Wind that conies down 
our Chimnies, they may in other refpefts endure Compa- 
rifon with ours. Why do we not imitate the Roman Ar- 
chitedlure ? For, they fay, that antiently Fires were not 
made in their Houles, but on the out-fide, and at the 
Foot of them, from whence the Heat was conveyed to 
the whole Fabric by Pipes contrived in the Wall, which 
were drawn twining about the Rooms that were to be 
warmed : Which I have feen plainly defcribed ibmewhere 
in Seneca. This German Gendeman hearing me commend 
the Conveniencies and Beauties of his City, which truly 
deferves it, began to pity me that I was to go away. And 
the firfl: Inconvenience he alledged to me was, the Dizzi- 
nefs which the Chimneys elfewhere brought upon me. He 
had heard fbme one make this Complaint, and fixed 
it upon us, he being by Cuftom deprived of the Means of 
perceiving it in his Houfe. All Heat that comes fi-om 

Fire 
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Fire makes me weak and dull, and yet Evenus faid, that 
Fire was the beft Seafoning * of Life, I rather chufe any 
other way of making myfelf warm. 

Wc are afraid to drink our Wines when The iftahUjhei 
towards the Lees ; whereas in Portugal their Cufioms rf 
heady Fumes are reputed delicious, and 'tis /^ Countries 
the Beverage of Princes. In fine, every ^^^l^/J'Z^^ 
Nation has teveral Cuftoms and Ufages, that others. 
are not only unknown, but favage and mi- 
raculous to fome others. What fhould we do with thole 
People who admit of no Teftimonies, if not printed, who 
believe no Men if they are not in a Book, nor any Truth, 
if not of a competent Age ? We give our Follies a Sanc- 
tion when wie commit them to the Prefs. *Tis of a great 
deal more Weight to him you addrefs, to fay, J have read 
fiicb a things than if you only fay, / have heard fucb a 
thing faid. But I, who no more difbelieve a Man's Mouth 
than his Pen, and who know that Men write as indifcreetly 
as they fpeak, and who efteem this Age as much as one 
that's paft, do as foon quote a Friend of my Acquaintance 
as Aiilus GeUius^ or MacrobittSy and what I have feen, as 
wjiat they have writ. And, as 'tis held of Virtue, that it is 
not greater for having continued longer, fo do I hold of 
Trutn, that for being older it is not wiier. I often fay, 
that it is mere Folly which makes us run after ilrange and 
fcholaftic Examples. Their Fertility is the fame now that 
it was in the Time of Homer and Plato. But is it not that 
we aim at more Honour from the Quotation than from 
the Truth of the Difcourfe ? As if it were more to the 
Purpofe to borrow our Proofs from the Shops of Vafcofan 
or of Planting than from what is to be feen in our own 
Village : Or elfe indeed, that we have not the Wit to cull 
out and improve what we fee before us, and to judge of 
it lively enough to draw it into Example. For if we fay 
that we want Authority to procure Faith to our Teftimony, 
wc ijpeak improperly, forafmuch as, in my Opinion, of 
the moft ordinary, common; and known Things, could 
we but penetrate them, the greateft Miracles pf Nature 

* Plutarch in his Platonic Quedions/ c. 3« 
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might be formed, and the mod wonderful Examples, eipe- 
dally upon the SubjeA of human A&ions. 
Inftance of a Now as to thc Point I am Qseaking of, 

Gtnt/eman, fetting afide the Proofs I have gathered from 
"^t/r "^ " ' ^°°^^' ^^ ^^^^ ArifiotU fays of Andron the 
'^tLut'^ ^gi^^ ^hat he travelled over the burning 
Drinking. hot Sands of Libya without Drinking * ; a 

Gentleman who has behaved very well in fe- 
veral Employments, faid in a Place where I was, that he had 
travelled from Madrid to UJbon in thc Heat of Summer, 
without any Drink at all ; he is very ftout for his Age, 
and hath nothing extraordinary in his Way of Life, but 
this, that fometimes he pafles two or three Months, nay, 
a whole Year, as he told me, without drinking. He has 
fometimes a Thirft, but he lets it pafe over 5 he fays, it is 
an Appetite which eafily goes off of itfelf, and drinb 
more out of Humour, than either for Need or Pleafuie. 
Jnotber of a ^^^ *^ another Example : 'Tis not long 

horned Man ago that I found One of the learnedeft Men 
who hi)€dt9 in France^ and one of no mean Fortune, ftu- 
"Af^itf" /^' dying in ^ Corner of a Hall, where he was 
greL Noi/e. ^^ly feparated by Tapeftry, from a Rabble 

of his Servants, who you may be fore were 
rude and loud enough. He told me, and Seneca almoft 
fays the fame of himfelf, that he made an Advantage of 
this Noife 5 as if by being dinned with this Rattle, he thc 
better recoUefted and retired himfelf into himfelf for Con- 
templation, and as if this Tempeft of Voices repercuifid 
his Thoughts inwards. Being at Padua^ he had his Study 
fo long fituated in the Rattle of Coaches, and the Tu- 
xm\t of the Square, that he not only formed himfelf to 
the Contempt, but even to the Ufe of Noife, for thc 
Service of his Studies. Socrates anfwcred AlcibiadeSy who 
being aftonilhed at his Patience, aiked him how he could 
endure the perpetual Clack of his fcolding Wife, Ifb}^ 
faid he, as tbofe do who are accuftomed to the ordinary Neifi 
(f fVheels for drawng Water. I am quite otherwife; I 

* Diogenes Laert. in the Life of Pyrrho^ lib. ix. § 81. and Menaitr^ 
Remarks on it, p. 434. 

havt 
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have a tender Head, Brain very volatile; and when 
•tis bent upon any one Thing, the leaft buzzing of a Fly 
tears it into pieces, Seneca ♦, in his Youth, having, by 
the Example of SextiuSj formed a pofitive Refolution of 
eating nothing that had Life, pafled over a whole Year 
without it, as he faid, with Pleafure, and only returned 
to animal Food, that he might not be fufpefted of taking 
up this Rule from fome new Religions by which it was 
prefcribed. But he took up withal, from the Precepts of 
Attains^ a Cuftom, not to lie any more upon foft Bedding, 
but even to his old Age made ufe of fuch as would not 
yield to any Preflure* What the Cuftom of his Time de- 
nominated Roughnefs, ours treats as Effeminacy. Do 
bytoblerve the Difference betwixt the Way of living of 
my Labourers, and that of mine -, the Scythians and the 
Indians have nothing more remote both from my Force 
and Method. I know very well, that I have picked up 
Beggar-boys to ferve me, who fbon after have quitted 
both my Kitchen and Livery, only that they might re- 
turn to their former Courfc of Life : And I found one af- 
terwards gathering Mufdes out of the Sink for his Din- 
jicfi whom I could neither by Intreaties nor Threats, rC'- 
claim from the Sweetnefs and Reliih he found in Indi-.^ 
gence. Beggars have their Grandeur and Delights, a3 
well as the Rich ; and 'tis faid, their particular Dignities 
and Politics. Thefe are the Effeds of Cuftom, which 
can mould us not only into what Form fhe pleafes, (and 
yet the Sages fay, we ought to apply ourfelves to the beft, 
which fhe would foon make eafy to us) but alfo to Change 
and Variation, which is the moft noble and moft ufeful of 
her Documents. The beft of my bodily Pcrfedlions is,^ 
that I am flexible, and not very obfKnate. I have fome 
TncUnations more proper and ordinary, and more agree- 
able than others -, but I deviate from them with very litde 
Trouble, and eafily flip into a contrary Courfe. A young 
Man ought to crofs his own Rules ta awake his Vigour, 
and to keep it from growing mouldy and rufty. And 

• Seneca^ Epift. i©8. 
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there is no Courfe of Life fo weak and fottifh, as that 
which is carried on by Rule and Difcipline. 

Jdprimum lapidem veSlari cum placet^ bora 
Sumtur ex libro ; fi prurit friSlus $ eel It 
Angutusy infpeStd genefi colfyrra quierii *. 

If but a Mile he travel out of Town 
The planetary Hour muft firft be known ; 
If he but rub the Corner of his Eye, • 
He cljufes Salve by his Nativity. 

He will often relapfe into ExceiTes, if he will take my 
Word for it ; othermfe the leaft Debauch ruins him. He 
renders himfelf uneafy, and difagreeable in Converfation. 
The word Quality in a well-bred Man is Delicacy, and 
being attached to a certain particular Form ; and it is par* 
ticular, if not pliable and fupple. It is a kind of Re- 
proach, not to be able, or not to dare to do what he fees 
others do. Let fuch as thofe lit at home. It is in every 
Man indecent, but in a Soldier vicious and intolerable \ 
who, as Philopcmen faid, ought to accuftom himielf to 
all Variety, and Inequality of Life. 1 

7be Cuftoms to fThough I have been brought up, as much 
^uhith Mon- as was polCble to Liberty and Indifference, yet 
taignc «i4w« fo it is, that through this Indifference, by 
0^7 growmg old, and having more fettled upon 

^ ' certain Forms (my Age is now. paft Infiruc- 

tion, and I have henceforward nothing to do but to take 
care of it as well as I can) Cuftom has already, ere I 
was aware, fo imprinted its Character in me, in certain 
Things, that I look upon it as a kind of Excefs to depart 
from them. And, without a Force upon myielf, I can- 
not fleep in the Day-time, nor cat between Meals, nor 
Breakfaft, nor go to Bed, without a great Interval, as of 
three Hours after Supper 5 nor get ChiUren till I have 
flept, and never (landing upon my Feet, nor endure to put 

• Jwven, Sat. 6. v. ^y6. 
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myfelf in a Swear, nor quencK my Thirft either with pure 
Water or Wine, nor keep my Head long bare, nor have 1 
;it Ihaved after Dinner -, and I fhouM be as uneafy witboutB 
my Gloves, as without my Shirt, or withouc walhing^l 
Twhen I rife from Table, or out of my Bed ■, and could nocp 
^e without a Canopy and Curtains, as neceflary Things; | 
1 could dine withouc a Table-cloth, but not without a I 
^plean Napkin, after the German Faihion. I foul thecal 
more than chey, or the Italians do, and make but Jittlal 
lile cither of Spoon or Fork. I am forry that the fame if J 
not in ufe amongft us, that I fee at the Tables of Kings ; 
which is, to change our Napkins at every Service, aslheyl 
^do our Plates. We are told of that laborious Soldier Ma-M 
rius, that growing old, he became nice in his Drinking^* 
and never drank but out of a peculiar Cup of his own,] 
I, in like manner, fancy Glalles of a certain Form, anil 
^ not willingly drink in a common Glafs with others s 
J^\ Metal offends me compared with Matter clear and 
^tranfparent : Let my Eyes tafte too, as fir as they caivl 
I owe feveral fuch Delicacies to Cuftom. Nature hasalfii 
on the other har-d, helped me 10 fome of hers, as noM 
longer to be able to endure two full Meals in one DayjJ 
without overcharging my Stomach, nor a total Abfa>| 
nence from one of thofe Meals, without filling myfeU 
with Wind, furring my Mouth, and blunting myAppC'jl 
tite. I alio diflike the Evening Air. For of late Years, I 
Marches, which ofteniuppen to be all Nightlong, a£^a 
:r Five or Six Hours, my Stomach begins tobequeafy^i 
ith a violent Pain in my Head, fo that I always voml(,| 
'ore the Day break. When others go to Breakfaft I guf 
fleep, and when I rife am as brifk as before. I had air I 
'ays been told, that the Dews never fell but in the Begiftj I 
_ ingof the Night i but for certain Years part, after long! 
'and familiar Acquaintance with a Lord polTcfled with thq:l 
Opinion, that the Serene is more Iharp and dangerous about 
the declining of the Sun, an Hour or two before it fct3|.l 
which he carefully avoids, and defpifes that of the Night ^ 
he had almoft brought me into his Opinion. What, IhaU . 
'le very Doubt and Enquiry ftrike our Imagination lb aa 
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to alter us ? Such as on a fudden give way to their Pro- 
penfions, bring entire Ruin upon themfelves. And I am 
forry for fcveral Gentlemen, who, thro* the Folly of their 
Phyficians, have in their Youth and Strength brought 
themfelves into Confumptions. It were even yet better to 
endure a Cough, than by Didifance for ever to lofe the 
Commerce of the common Life in an Aftion of k great 
Ufe. Ill-natured Science, to put us out of Conceit with 
the moft pleafant Hours of the Day : Let us keep Pof* 
feffion of it to the laft. For the moft part a Man har- 
dens himfclf by being obftinate, and correfts his Confti- 
tution ; as Ciefar did the Falling-Sicknefs, by dint of Con- 
tempt. A Man fhould addidt himfelf to the beft Rules, 
but not inflave himfelf to them ; yet there is one to which 
a flaviih Attachment is lifefuL 

7be Care that Both Kings and Philofophers go to ftool, 
Montaigne and Ladies too ; public Lives are bound to 
t9ok to keep his Ceremony, mine that is obfcure and pri- 
Bodj opiH. y2Xtj enjoys all natural Diipenfation. Swl- 

Her and Gafcon are alfo Charafters a litde fubjcfl to Indif- 
cretion in this Point ; wherefore I (hall fay of this Aftion, 
that it is neceflary to refer it to certain prefcribed and noc- 
turnal Hours, and to force a Man's felf to it by Cuftom, 
as I have done 5 but not to fubjeft himfelf, as I have done 
in my declining Years, to look out for a particular Con- 
venience of Place and Seat for that Purpofe, and making 
it troublefome by long fitting : and yet in the fouleft Of- 
fices, is it not in fome meafure excufable to require more 
Care and Cleanlinefs ? Natura homo mundum^ et tlegans 
animal eft. i. €. Man is by Nature a clean and elegant Cre»' 
Sure*. Of all the A(5lions of Nature, I hate moft the being 
interrupted in that. I have feen many Soldiers trouUed 
with an irregular Call, whilft I and my Belly never fail of 
our pundhial Aflignation, which is at leaping out of Bed, 
if fome violent Bufinefs, or Sicknefs do not moleft us. 
Thi funfi I do not think therefore, as I faid before, 

Courfetohe that Valetudinarians can be fafer than by 
taktn by VaU^ keeping clofe to that Courfe of Life wherein 
tudinananu ^j^^y ^iz^ft been bred and trained up. Ahe- 

* ^intca^ Epift. 92, 

ration, 
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ration, be it what it will, aftonifhes and hurts. Can you 
believe that Cheft-nuts can hurt a Perigourdin^ or one of 
ZJiC€a I or Milk and Cheefe the Mountaineers ? Men enjoin 
diem not only anew, but a contrary Method of Life, a 
Change which a Man in Health could not endure. To 
prefcribe Water to a Native of Bretagne of threefcorc and 
ten ; to Ihut a Seaman up in a Stove, and to forbid a 
Footman to walk, is to deprive them of Motion, and at 
laft fif Air and Light. 



■•i* 



an vivere tanti eft ? 



Cogimur a fiutis animum fufpendere rehus^ 

Atqut ut n^ivamus vivere definimus. 
Hoc fuperejfe reor quibus etfpirabilis aer 

Et lux ^ua regimur^ redditur ipfa gmvis ♦. 

To human Life a Gift of fo much Price 
When our old Habits we muft facrificc. 
And live no longer, — to live otherwife ? 
I can't imagine that they longer live. 
To whom nor Light, nor Air does Comfort give* 

■ • 

If they do no other good, they do this at leaft, that they 
prepare Patients betimes for Death, bjr little and little un- 
dermining and curtailing the Ufage of Life. 

Both well and fick, I have ever willingly Montaigne 
sratified the Appetites that preft upon me. "^'fr Tf . 
I give great Authority to my Propenlions hii^uralAt- 
an^ £)ff]res. I do not love to cure one Dif- ptttw. 
cafe by another. I hate Remedies that are 
more troublefome than the Difeafe. To be fubjeft to the 
Stone, and fubjeft to abftain from the Pleafure of eating 
Oyilers, are two Evils inftead of one. The Difeafe tor- 
mmts us on the one hand, and the Prefcription on the 
Other* Since we are ever in Danger of miftaking, let us 
rather run a Hazard by the Continuance of Pleafure. 
The World proceeds quite contrary, and thinks nothing 

* Galltu, Elcg. 1. V. 55—255. 

profitabU 
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profitable that is not painful -, Eafe (lands fulpefted by it. 
My Appetite is in feveral Things of itfelf happily enough 
accommodated to the Health of my Stomach. Acrimony 
and Quicknefs in Sawces were pleafant to me when young, 
but my Stomach difliking tl^em, my Tafte for them in- 
continently went ofE Wine is hurtful to fick People ; 
and 'tis the firft Thing that my Mouth difrelifhes when I 
am fick, and with an invincible Difguft. Whatever I 
take againft my Liking does me harm ; but nothing hurts 
me that I eat with Appetite and Delight ; I never received 
Harm by any Aftion that was very pleafant to me ; and 
accordingly have made all medicinal Conclufions give in- 
tire Precedency to my Pleafure. And> when I was young, 

^em circumcurfans buc^ atque hue fape cupido 
Fulgebat crocind fplendidus in tunica *. 

Whilft Cupid round me fluttering did fly. 
In his gay Mantle of the Tyrian Dye. . 

I gave myielf the Reins as licentioufly and rafhly as any 
body elfe to my then governing Paflion. 

Et mUitavi non fine gloria +• 
And gallantly fought in the Service of Beauty. 

yet more in Continuation and holding out, than in a Sally, 
Sex me vix memini fujiinuije vice^ J. 

* Catullus Carm. 56. v. 133. f Hor. lib. iii. Ode 26. ver. tm 

X Ovid. Amor. lib. iu. Elee. 7. v. 26. Some very curious Enqui- 
rers will blame me for not having explained this little Verfe ; and 
there are others whom I rather chole to keep fair with, would give me 
a Rap on the Knuckles if I had. All I can do to oblige the firft, is to 
lefer them to fgntcdits Tak dc Beraau^ y, 246, 
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'Tis certainly a Misfortune, and a Miracle at once, to con- 
fefs at what a tender Age I was firft fubjeded to Love : 
it was indeed by Chance -, for it was long before the Years 
of Choice or Difcretion : I do not remember myfelf fo 
long ago. And my Fortune may very well be compared 
to that of ^uartilla *, who could not remember when fhc 
loft her Virginity. 

Inde tragus celerefque pili^ mirandaque matri 
Barba mea f. 

Therefore my Beard budded early to my Mother's 
Admiration. 

Phyficians commonly fubmit their Rules to the violent 
Longings that happen to fick Perfons, with very good 
Succefs. This great Defire, as ftrange and vicious as it 
is, it cannot be imagined, but that Nature muft have a 
hand in it. And then how eafy a Thing is it to fatisfy the 
Fancy ? In my Opinion, this part wholly carries it, at leaft, 
above all the reft. The moft grievous and common Evils 
are thofe that Fancy loads us with. This Spanifh Saying 
pleafes me in fcveraJ Senfes ; Defienda me JDios de my. i. c. 
God defend me from myfelf. I am forry when I am fick, 
that I have not fome Lon^ng that might give me the 
Contentment of fatisfying it •, Phyfick would hardly be 
able to divert me fix)m it. I do the fame when I am well. 
I can think of very little more than to hope or wifh. 'Tis 
pity a Man ftiould be fo weak and languifhing, as to have 
nothing left him but wiihing. 

The Art of Phyfick is not fo folidly efta- w* Vnar. 
blifhed as to leave us without Authority for taimyofFhy 
tvhatcver we do •, according to Fernelius and ^^^" * 
^cala it changes according to the Climates ^ ip^ 
and Moons. If your Phyfician does not Ungings. 
think it good for you totleep, to drink Wine, 

♦ Petromuj, p. 17. The Parij Edit. An. 1587. f Martial, 

lib.xi. £p. 23 V. 7. and 8. 
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fufFered Rheums, gouty Defluxions, Diarrheas, Pa 
tions of the Heart, Megrims, and other Accident 
grow old, and die away in me, which I have been i 
when I was half fit to nourifli them. They are fi 
wrought upon by Courtefy than Bravado ; we mui 
tiently fuffer the Laws of our Condition, we are bo 
grow old, to grow weak, and to be fick in defpite < 
Medicine. •Tis the firft Leflbn the Mexicans teach 
Children ; fo foon as ever they come out of their Mot 
Wombs, they thus falute them, ^hou art come inti 
JVorld^ Child J to endure \ endure therefore^ ftiffer^ afi 
ftlent. 'Tis Injuftice to lament that that is rallen oi 
any one, which may befall every one. Iniignarefi 
in te inique^ pfoprie conftitutum eft *, i. €. Then be a 
when there is any thing unjufily decreed againfi thee dUne. 
What canma See an old Man who begs of God thai 

hi anjoiJed will maintain his Health vigorous and 
muft be indur. tirc, that is to fav, that he will reftore 1 
Sr'''" toYouth: 

StultCy quid b^cfrujlra votis puerilihus optasf? 

Thou Fool, why dofl: thou put up fuch childifh Praya 
for what can ne*er be obtained ? 

Is It not Folly ? his Condition is not capable of it. T 
drout, the Stone, and Indigeftion, are Symptoms of loi 
Years, as Heat, Rains and Winds, are of long Voyag 
Plato J does not believe that jEfculapiks troubled htof 
to provide by a Regimen for prolonging Life in a we 
and wafted Body, ufelefs to his Country, and to his Fp 
feflion, and to beget healthful and robuft Children ; a 
he does not think this Solicitude fuitable to the ttvi 
Juftice and Prudence, which is to direftall Things toUt 
lity. My good Friend^ your Bufinefs is done, no-boc 

♦ Seneca, Epift. 91. f Ov/V- Trift. lib. iii. Eleg. 8. t. » 

J De Republica, Jib. iii. p. 623. 
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eftore you, they can at the moft but patch you up, 
Drop you a little, and prolong your Mifery an Hour 
10. 

Non fecus injlaniem cupiens fulcire ruinam^ 

Diverjis contra nititur obtcihus^ 
Donee certa dies^ omni compage foluta^ 

Ipfum cum rebus fubruat auxilium ** 

Like one, who willing to defer a while 
A fudden Ruin, props the tott'ring Pile, 
Till in (hort fpace the Houfe, the Props and all 
Together with a dfeidful Ruin falL 

null learn to fuflfer what we cannot avoid. Our Life, 
the Harmony of the World, is compofcd of contrary 
igs, alfo of feveral Notes, fweet and harfh, (harp and 
^ritely and folemn ; and the Mufician who Ihould 
affeft one of thefe, what would he be able to fay ? 
nuft know how to make ufe of them all, and to xn\% 
I ; and we likewife the Goods and Evils which are 
ibftantial with our Life : Our Being cannot fubfifl: 
out this Mixture, and the one Tribe is no lefs necef-^ 
to it than the other. To attempt to kick againft na-^ 
Neceflity, is to reprefent the Folly of Ctejiphon^ who 
irtook to kick with his Mule. 
:onlult little about the Alterations I feel ; ^^^ j^^^, 
hofe People take Advantage when they t2xgnt avoided 
: you at their Mercy. They cudgel your '» f^«>^-f ^^- 
i with their Prognofticks ; and having /^'^^^* 
«rly furprifed me, weakened with Sicknefs, injuria 
r iwrtdled me with their Dodlrines and magifterial 
nts ; one while menacing me with great Pains, and 
her with approaching Death •, by which Threats I 
indeed moved and fbaken, but not dejefted, nor 
cd from niy Place j and though my Judgment was 

* QalluSi Eleg. i. v. 173. ^c, 

Pd 3 m^^\ 
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neither altered nor diftrafted, yet it was at leaft cmbar- 
rafled by it. *Tis always Agitation and Struggle. 
He lo^ed to ^ow I ufc my Imagination as gently as I 

flatter hii Ima- Can, and would difchargc it of all Troubk 
g^nation in his and Conteft, if I could. A Man muft af- 
illnefs. fjj^^ flatter, and deceive it, if he can. My 

Mind is fit for that Office. It wants no Appearances 
throughout. And could it perfuade, as it. preaches, it 
would fuccefsfully relieve me. Will you have an Example ? It 
tells me that *tis for my Good to have the Stone : that Struc- 
tures of my Age are naturally to fuffer fome Ruin : that it 
is now Tinie they (hould begin to disjoint, and to confefs a 
Decay ; 'tis a common Njeceflity, and there was no new 
Miracle to be wrought for me : I thereby pay what is due 
to old Age, and I cannot expeft a better Account of it : 
that Society ought to comfort me being fallen into the 
^ht Stoneordi" moft* common Infirmity of Men of my 
flap in old ^^ *^ I f^ every- where Men tormented 

MmlfS' ^^* *^ ^^^^ TMt^Hz : and am honoured by 
Uty. their Fellowfliip, forafmuch as Men of the 

beft Quality are moft frequently afiii6tel| 
with it i 'tis a noble and dignified Difeafe. That of fuch | 
as are afflifted with it, few have it to a lefs Degree of Pain, 
and yet they are put to the Trouble of a wretched Regi- 
men, and the daily taking of naufeous Drugs -, whereas I 
owe my better State purely to my good Fortune. For 
fome ordinary Broths of Ertngo^%^ and Burft-ivortj that I 
have twice or thrice taken to oblige the Ladies, who, with 
;reater Kihdnefs than my Pain, would needs prefent me | 
lalf of theirs, feemed to me equally eafy to take, and 
fruitlefs in Operation. They have a thoufand Vows to 
make to jEfculapitu^ and as many Crowns ta pay to their 
Phyfician, for the voiding Gravel eafily and plentifully, 
which I often do by the Benefit of Nature. Even the 
Decency of my Countenance is not difturbed by it in 
Company, and I can hold my Water ten Hours, and as 
Jong as any Man tliat fs in pcrfed: Health. The Fear 

* Dulce eft mifirisjccios hahutjfe Dolor is ^ 

of 
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of this Difeafe fays one, did formerly affright thee, when 
it was unknown to thee ; the; crying and roaring of thofe 
chat make it worfe by their Impatience, begot a Horror in 
thee : *Tis an Infirmity that punifhes the Members by 
which thou haft moft offended : Thou art a confcientious 

Fellow; 

^a ventt indignS pcena^ dolenda venit ♦. 

Then Punifhments to be complain'd of are. 
When laid upon a guiltlefs Sufferer. 

Confider this Chaftifement, 'tis very eafy in comparifon 
of that of others, and inflidted with a paternal Tender-' 
nds : Do but obferve how late it comes ; \i only feizes 
"^ on, and incommodes that Stage of thy Life, which is 
t upon the matter fteril, and loft ; having, as it were by 
- O>mpo(ition, given way to the Licentioufnefs and Plea- 
'fares of thy Youth. The Fear and the Compaffion that 
irPeople have of this Difeafe, ferves thee for matter of 
i^ Pride. A Quality whereof, if thou haft thy Judgment 
^parified„ and that thy Reafon be right and found, thy 
^'friends will yet notwithftanding, difcover fome Tinfture ^ 
PiH thy Complexion. 'Tis Pieafure to hear it faid of a 
" Affan's fclf, here is great Fortitude^ here is great Patience ! 
' Thou art feen to fweat with the exceflive Pain, to look 
!?pale and red, to tremble, to vomit Blood, tofuffer ftrange 
i^-C6atra£iions and Convulfions, by ftarts to let Tears drop 
kfiom thine Eyes, to make thick, black and dreadful 
» Urine, or to have it fuppreft by fome (harp and jagged 
tt;ftone» that cruelly pricks and tears the Neck of the Blad-r 
Ider, whilft thou entertaineft the Company with thy ufual 
KCountenance, drolling by Fits with thy Servants, making 
V^oqe in a continued Difcourfe, now and then excufmg thy 
i^Pain, and making thy Sufferance lefs than it is. Does it 
■^put thee in mind of the Men of paft times, who fo greedily 

• Ovid. Epift. 5. V. 8. 
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fought Difeafes to keep their Virtue in Breath and Excr- 
cife ? Put the Cafe that Nature inclines and forces thee to 
this glorious School, into which thou would*ft never have 
entered, of thy own free Will. If thou teirft me, that 
it is a dangerous and mortal Difeafe ; what Difeaies are 
not ? For 'tis a phyfical Cheat to except any, and to fay, 
that they do not tend direftly to Death : What matter is 
it, if they fteer that way by Accident, and if they Aide 
and wheel gently into the Path that leads to it ? But thou 
doft not die becaufe thou art fick, thou dieft becaufe thou 
art living. Death aftually kills thee without the Help of 
Sicknefs : And to fome, Sicknefs has deferred Death, who 
have lived the longer by reafon that they thought them- 
fclves always dying; To which may be added, that as of 
Wounds, fo of Difeafes, fome are medicinal and whol- 
fome. The Cholic is oft no lefs long-lived than you. 
We know Men with whom it has continued from their In- 
fancy, even to their extreme old Age, and if they had 
not parted Company, it would have attended them longer 
ftill ; you oftner kill it than it kills you : And though it 
prefent you the Image of approaching Death, were it not 
a good Office to a Man of fuch an Age, to put him in 
mind of his latter End } And, which is worfe, thou haft 
no longer any thing that fhould make thee defire to be 
cured. Common Neceflity will however prefcntly call 
thee away. Do but confider how artfully and gently fhe 
puts thee out of conceit with Life, and weans thee from 
the World •, not compelling thee with a tyrannical Sub- 
jeftion, as by many other Infirmities which you lee old 
Men afHifted withal, that hold them in continual Tor- 
ment, and keep them in perpetual and inceflant Pains and 
Infirmities •, but by Warnings and Inftru£tions at fcveral 
Interval^;, intermixing long Paufes of Repofe, as it were 
to give thee fcope to meditate and ruminate upon thy Lef- 
fon at thy Leifure ; in order to enable thee to judge aright, 
and to alTume the Refolution of a Man of Courage, fhe 
prefents to thee the entire State of thy Condition, both 
in Good and Evil, and with a very chearful, and an in- 
fupportable Life, alternately in one and the fame Day, 
If thou cmbracell not Death, at leaft thou fhakeft Hands 

with 
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with it once a Month ; by which thou haft more Caufe t<> 
hope that it will one Day furprife thee without Warning ; 
and that being fo oft conduced to the Water-fide, and 
thinking thylelf to be ftill upon the accuftomcd Terms> 
thou and thy Confidence will at one time or another be 
unexpeftedly wafted over *. A Man has no reafon ta 
complain of Difeafes that fairly divide the Time with' 
Health. I am obliged to Fortune for having fo oft af- 
faulted me with the fame fort of Weapons ; (he forms 
and falhions me by Ufance, and hardens and habituates- 
me fo to her Attacks that I can know within a little, fo^ 
how much I ftiall be quit. For want of natural Memory. 
I make one of Paper \ and as ahy new Symptom happens 
in my Difeafe, I write it down ; from whence it falls out, 
that being now almoft paft through all forts of Exam- 
ples, if any Aftoniftiment threaten me, tumbling over 
thefe little loofe Notes, like the Sybils Leaves, 1 never fail 
of finding matter of Confolation from fome favourable 
Prognoftic in my paft E3^perience. Cuftom alfo makes 
me hope better for the time to come. For the Conduct 
of this Evacuation having fo long continued, •tis to be 
believed that Nature will not alter her Courfe, and that 
no other worfe Accident will happen than what I already 
feel. Befides,*^ the Condition of this Difeafe is not un- 
fuitable to my forward and hafty Complexion. When it 
afiaults me gently, I am aft^aid, for 'tis then for a great 
while J but it has naturally brifk and vigorous Excefles. 
It claws me to Purpofe for a day or two. My Reins held 
held out an Age without Alteration, and I have almoft 
now lived another fincc they changed their State, Evils 
have their Periods as well as Benefit, peradventure this 
Infirmity draws towards an End. Age weakens the 
Heat ot my Stomach, the Digeftion of which being lefs 
perfeft, it lends this crude Matter to my Reins ; and why 

* This feems to be ao Illufion to what was fabled by the antienc 
Greiks and Roman j^ that the Dead were tranfported over the River 
Styz in Charon % Ferry-boat; a KsDcy with which we ftill adorn our 
Poetry, and rometime^ 4dopt in Proiie too in our familiar Conver- 
fition. 

at 
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at a certain Revolution may not the Heat of my Reins be 
alio abated, fo that they can no longer petrify my 'Flcgm, 
and Nature pave the way for fome other manner of Pur- 
gation. Years. have evidently helped me to drain certain 
Rheums ; and why not thofe Excrements which fumilh 
matter for Gravel ? but is there any thing fwect in com- 
parifon of this fudden Change, when from an exceffive 
Pain, I come, by the voiding of a Stone, to recover, as 
fromaFlafli of Lightning, the beautiful Light of Health, 
fb free and full as it happens in our fudden and die 
Iharpeft Fits of the Cholic : Is there any thing in the Pain 
Eiidth more fuffered, that can compare to the Pleafure 
fUafant after of fo fudden an Amendment ? Oh 1 how 
Sichnefs, much morc pleafant does Health fcem to 

me after Sicknefs fo near and contiguous to each other, as 
that I can diftinguifh them in the Prefence of one another 
in their beft State, when they vie with one another, as it 
were, which (hall have the Maftery ! What the Stoicks fey, 
that Vices are profitably introduced, to give Value and 
Support to Virtue -, we can with better Reafon, and Ids 
Temerity of Cenfure, fay of Nature, that flie has ^ven 
us Pain for the Honour and Service of Pleafure and In- 
dolence. When Socrates^ after his Fetters were knocked 
off, felt the Pleafure of that itching which the Weight of 
them had caufed in his Legs, he rejoiced to confider the 
ftridt Alliance betwixt Pain and Pleafure, how they arc 
linked together by a necelTary Connexion, fo that by turns 
they follow and mutually beget one another ; and cried out 
to ^fopy that he ought out of this Confideration, to have 
taken a Subjeft proper for a fine Fable. 
The jiJ<vatf The worft that I fee in other Difeafes i$, 

tage of the that they are not fo grievous in their Opc- 
s tone abo<ve ail ration, as they are ia their IflTue. A Man 
other Difem- j^ ^ whole Year in recovering, and all the 
^^'^^' while full of Weaknefs and Fear. So dan- 

gerous and fo gradual is the Recovery of Sanity, that 
there is no end on't. Before you are allowed to throw oflf 
a Handkerchief, and then a Cap, before they allow you 
to take the Air, to drink Wine, lie with your Wifij, and 
eat Melons, 'tis odds if you relapfe not into fome new 

Qiftempcr. 

4^ ■ 
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Diftempen The Stone has this Privilege, that it carries 
itfelf clean off. Whereas others always leave behind them 
fome Impreffion and Alteration, which renders the Body 
fubjeft to fome new Difeafe, and lend a hand to one an- 
other. 

Thofe are excufable, that content them- Jt produces 
fclves with Poffeflion of us, without ex- M^^^^fi- 

^j. •i?».i i»^j« ^1* guences that 

tending it farther, and introducing their are 0/ Sir- 
Confequences : But courteous and kind are wke. 
thofe whofe Departure brings us any profi- 
table Iflbe. Since I have been troubled with the Stone, I 
find myfelf freed from all other Accidents, much more 
methinks than I was before, and have never had any 
Fever fince. I argue, that the extreme and frequent Vo- 
mitings that I am lubjeft to, purge me : And on the other 
fide, my Loathings, and the ftrange Fafts I am forced to 
keep, digeft my prefent Humours -, and Nature in thofe* 
Stones, voids whatever there is in me that is fuperfluoiis 
and hurtful. Let it never be faid that this is a Medicine 
too dear bought. For to what Purpofe. are fo many (link- 
ing Apozemes, Caufticks, Incifions, Sweats, Seatons, 
Diets, and fo many other Methods of Cure ; which oft, 
by reafon we are not able to undergo their Violence and 
Importunity, bring us to our Graves : So that when I am 
feized with the Stone, I look upon it as Phyfic \ when 
freed fi-om it, I think it an entire Deliverance. 

And here is another particular Benefit of my Difeafe ; 
which is, that it mod plays its Game by itfelf, and lets 
me play mine, or elfe I only want Courage to do it ; for 
in its ^ateft Fury, I have endured it ten Hours together 
on Horfe-back \ do but have Patipnce, you need no other 
Regimen, Play, Dine, Run, do this and the 'tother 
Thing too if you can •, your Debauch will do you more 
good than harm. Say as much to one that has the Pox, 
the Gout, or a Rupture : The other Difeafes have more 
univerfal Obligations, rack our Aftions after another kind 
of Manner, cSfturb our whole Syftem, and to their Con- 
fiderarion engage the whole State of Life. This only 
pinches the Skin, it leaves the Underftanding and Will 
wholly at your Difpofal, as alfo the Tongue, Hands and 
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Feet. It rather awakes than ftupifies you. The Mind is 
ftruck with the burning Heat ot a Fever, over-whelmed 
with an Epilepfy, diftraftcd by a fharp Megrim, and finally 
aftonifhed by all Difeafes that hurt the whole Mafs, and 
the moft noble Parts : This never attacks the Soul. If 
any thing goes amifs with her, 'tis her own Fault, (he be- 
trays, difmounts, and abandons herfelf. There are none 
but Fools who fufFer themfelves to be perfuaded, that this 
hard and mafly Body which is baked ^ in our Kidneys, 
is to be difiblved by Draughts : Wherefore, when it is 
once ftirred, there is nothing to be done but to give it Paf- 
fage, and indeed it will take it of itfelf. 

I moreover obferve this particular Convenience in it» 
that it is a Difeafe wherein we have little to guefs at. We 
are difpenfed from the Trouble into which other Difeafes 
throw us, by the Uncertainty of their Caufes , Conditions, 
and Progrefs. A Trouble that is infinitely painftil. We 
have no need of Confultation and doftoral Intepretations, 
the Senfes well enough inform us what it is, and where it 
Is. By fuch-like Arguments, both weak and ftrong, as 
Ccero did the Difeafe of his old Age, I try to lull, and 
amufe my Imagination, and to fupple its Wounds. If I 
find them worfe to-morrow, I will provide new Strata- 
gems. True it is, I am come to that pafs of late, that the 
leaft Motion forces pure Blood out of my Kidneys : And 
what of that ? I ftir neverthelefs as before, and ride after 
my Hounds with a juvenile and pert Ardour, and find 
that I have very good Satisfaftion for an Accident of that 
Importance, when it cofts me no more but a Saipor and 
Alteration in that Part. 'Tis fome great Stone that waftes 
and confumes the Subftance of my Kidneys, and of my 
Life, which by little and little evaporates, not without 
fome natural Pleafure, as an Excrement henceforward fu- 
perfluous and troublefome. Now, if 1 feel any thing to 
rowl, do not expeft that I fhould trouble myfelf to conlult 
my Pulfe or my Urine, thereby to put myfelf upon fome 
uneafy Forethought, I (hall foon enough feel the Pain, 
without making it longer, by the Difeafe of Fear. He 
who fears to fufFer, does already fuffer what he fears. 
To which may be added, that the Doubts and Ignorance 

of 
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of thofe who take upon them to explain the Springs of 
Nature, and her internal Progreffions, and the many falfc 
Prognoftics of their Art, ought to give us to underftand, 
that her Ways are utterly unknown. 

There is great Uncertainty, Variety and TheGuejuigat 
Obfcurity, in what fhe either promifes or Difeafis by 
threatens ; old Age excepted, which is an ^'''«^. "^^^y ««- 
undoubted Sign of the Approach of Death. ^^''''*- 
In all other Accidents I fee few Signs of the Futurity, 
whereon we may ground our Divination. 1 only judge 
myfelf by my real Senfation, and not by Difcourfe : To 
what End ? fince I am refolved to bring nothing to it but 
Expeftation and Patience. Will you know how much I 
get by this ? Obferve thofe that do otherwife, and! who 
rely upon fo many different Perfuafions and Counfels, how 
oft, and how much they labour under Imagination, ex- 
climve of any bodily Pain. I have many times pleafed 
myfelf, being well when I have been fafe, and delivered 
from thefc dangerous Accidents, to communicate them 
to the Phyficians, as if they were then beginning to dif- 
covcr themfelves in me •, where I underwent the terrible 
Sentences of their dreadful Conclufions, being very well 
at eafe ; and I was the more obliged to the Favour of God, 
and better fatisfied of the Vanity of this Art. 

I There is nothing that ought fo much to Montaigne 
b* recommended to Youth as Aftivity and a great Sleeper. 
Vigilance. Our Life is nothing but Motion : I beftir my- 
felr with great Difficulty, and am flow in every thing, 
whether in rifing, going to bed, or eating. Seven of the 
Clock in the Morning is early for me ; and where I go- 
vern^ I never dine before Eleven, nor fup till after Six. 
I have formerly attributed the Caufe of the Fevers, and 
other Difeafes I have fallen into, to the Heavinefs and 
DuUnefs that long fleeping had brought upon me, and 
have ever repented my fleeping a^ain in the Morning. 
Plato is more angry at the Excefs ot Sleeping than that of 
Drinking : I love to lie hard, and alone, even without my 
Wife, as Kings and Princes do, but pretty well covered 
with Cloaths. They never warm my Bed, but fince my 
being grown old, they give me for need warm Cloths to 

lay 
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continued themfelves fo in fpite of my Fevers. I have 
paft the Age to which feme Nations, not without Reafon, 
have prefcribed fo juft a Term of Life, that they would 
not fuffer Men to exceed it ; and yet I have fome Inter- 
vals, though ihort and inconftant, fo bright, as are little 
inferior to the Health and Indoiency of my Youth : I do 
not mean Vigour and Spritelinefs, it being not Reafon that 
it fhould follow me beyond its Limits. 

Non hoc ampUus eft timinis^ out aqua 
Cosleftis pattens latus *. 

In Life I find it much too late 
To ftand all Weathers at her Gate. 

His Mindmt My Face and Eyes prefently difcova- me. 
much Mftwrbed All my Alterations begin there, and appear 
%%^B^^^ worfe than they really are. My Friends oft 

pity "^^> before I feel the Caufe in myfelf : 
My Looking-glafs does not fright me, for even in my 
Youth it has befallen me more than once to change my 
Countenance, to put on a troubled Alped boding no good, 
without any great Confequence ; infomuch, that the Phy- 
ficians not finding any Caufe within, anfwerabk to that 
outward Alteration, attributed it to the Mind, and feme 
fecret Paflion that preyed upon my Vitals ; but they were 
deceived. If my Body governed itfelf as well according to 
my Wifh, as my Mind does, we ihould move a little 
more at our Eafe. My Mind was then not only fitc 
from Trouble, but moreover full of Satisfaftion and Joy, 
as it commonly is, half by Complexion, and half by 
Defign. 

Nee vitiant artus agra contagia mentis f. 

* Hor. lib. iii. Ode ID. V. 19. f OwV. Trift. lib. iii. El.«. 

V. 24. 
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I never yet could find. 



That e'er my Body fufier'd by my Mind *. 

m of the Opinion, that this Temperature of my Mind, 
softraifed my Body from its Lapfcs : The latter is of- 
L opprefled ; and if the former be not briflc and gay, 'tis 
leaft quiet and at reft. I had a Quartan Ague four or 
c Months, that made me look wretchedly, while my 
ind was always, if not calm, yetpleafant ; if the Pain 
without me, the Weaknefs and Langour do not much 
jed: me : I have known feveral corporal Paintings, that 
i (hocking fo much as to name, which yet I (hould lefs fear 
tn a thoufand Paflions and Agitations of Mind that I 
tjuently fee. I refolve no more to run, 'tis enough that 
:ji:awl along ;^ nor do I complain of the natural Decay 
It I feel in myfelf> 

^is tumdum Guttur miratur in Alpibus -f ? 

Who wonders to fee a fwell'd Neck in the Alpes ? 

■ y 
r regretj that my Duration fhall not be as long and en- 
; as that of an Oak. 

I have no reafon to complain of my Ima- 
«rion, fori have had few Thoughts ij, my JV^^^' 
fe which have lo much as broke my Sleep, jions of the 
xpt thofe of Defire, which have awaked Imagination, 
:hout afflifting me : I dream but feldom, ^f Dream 
i then of Chimera's and fantaftical Things, riduulTus than 
xunonly produced frompleafant Thoughts, /ad. 
her ridiculous than fad \ and believe it to 
true, that Dreams are the true Interpreters of our Inch- 

I" Maniatgne here interprets OinJ*s Words in a Senfe oppofite to what 
jr carry in that Poet ; for what he plainly meant to lay is, that his 
nd was not a Sufferer by any Indifpoficion of the Body. 
^ 7*^^^-^^^* ^3' V. 162. 

^OL. IIL Ec nations i 
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nations ; but there is Art required to fort and underftand 
them. 

Rex J qua in vita ufurpant homines^ cogitant^ cur ant ^ vi- 
dent *, ^^eque aiunt vigilantes^ agitantque^ ea ft cut in 
fomno atcidunt^ minus mirum eft f . 

i. e. Tij no Wonder, King, if what Men are sccuftomed 
to think, care for, fee and fay, when waking, fhouU alfo run 
in their Heads, when they are ajleep. 

Plato moreover fays, that 'tis the Office of Prudence to 
draw Inftruftions of Divination of future Things from 
Dreams. I fee nothing in it, except the wonderful Expe- 
riments related of them by Socrates, Xenophon, and Jri- 
ftotle, all Men of irreproachable Authority \. Hiftori- 
^it/Atlantes ans fay, that the People of Atlantis never 
never dream. dream, and that they alfo never eat any thing 
that had Life : Which I add, forafmuch as it is peradven- 
ture the Reafon why they never dream ; for Pythagoras 
ordered a certain Preparation of Diet, to beget proper 
Dreams : Mine are very gentle, without any Agitation of 
Body, or Expreffion of Voice. I have feen feveral of my 
time wondermlly difturbed by them ; T!heon the Philofo- 
pher walked in his Sleep ; as alfo did Pericles his Servant, 
and that upon the very Tiles and Tops of the Houfe l|* 

* This is takea from a Tragcd/. of Acius^ ihtitlcd Brutus, where a 
Soothfayer addrelTes Tarquin the Superb, one of the chief Dramatis 
Perfonss. f Cicero de div. lib. i. c. 22. % tigrodot, lib. jv. 

p. 322. II ( knew a learned Gentleman who affirmed, that the 

Stories of Sleep- walkers were true. In Mr. Menage* % Notes upon this 
Place (in Diogenes Laert. in the \Ah of Pjrrif$, lib. ix. Sed. 82.) we 
find a Paflage of Galen, where this learned Ph)[fician tells us, that hav^ 
irig heard of Perfons walking in their Slecpjlie 31d xiot belicv^ a Word 
of it, till being obliged once to travel on Foot all Night long, he was 
forced to believe it, by his own Experience, ^c.^ But according to 
this Principle Gaien gives us Authority for ii6t believing nothing at all 
of the Matter, till we have experieaced it as w^ as he. 

i 

I hardly 
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I hardly ever chufe my Difti at Table, but He luas not 
fall too on the next at hand, and unwil- ^i/^^ in hit 
lingly change it for another. The Clutter ^'^'• 
of Plates and Services dilpleafes me as much as any other 
whatever. I am eafily fatisfied with little Fare, and am 
an Enemy to the Opinion of Favorinus^ that in a Feaft: 
you muft fufFer the Meat you like to be (hatched, and an- 
other Plate of another Sort to be fet before you -, and that 
it's a pitiful Supper, if yon do not ftufF your Guefts with 
the Rumps of various Fowls ; and that the Beccafico ♦ 
only deferves to be eaten entire. I ufually eat Salt-meats, 
yet I chufe Bread that has no Salt in it y and my Baker 
never fends up other to my Table, contrary to the Cuftom* 
of the Country. In my Infancy, what they had moft to 
correft in me, was the Refnfal of Things that Childrea 
comnionly beft love, as Sugar, Sweet- meats, and March- 
anes. My Governor oppofed this my Averfion to dainty 
'are as a kind of Nicety, and indeed 'tis nothing clfe 
but a Difficulty of relifliing any thing one taftes. Who- 
ever cures a Child of a particular Averfion to brown 
Bread, Bacon, or Garlick, cures him of all kind of De-^ 
licacy. There are fome who pretend to work and live 
hard, that wiftx for powdered Beef and Bacon amongft 
Partridge j they have a g)od Time on't ; 'tis the Delicacy 
of Delicacies, 'tis the Tafte of an effeminate Fortune, 
that difrelifhes ordinary Things, Per qua luxuria divitia* 
rum tadio hdit +. To ceafe to make good Chear with 
what another does, and to be curious in what a Man eats, 
is the Eflence of this Vice. 

1 

Si modica canare times olus omne patella "j^ 

m 

\ 

If yaa fcom not a Sallad in a mean Difh. 

* A fmall Bird, called a Fig-feehr, becaafe it feeds apon Figs whe« 
they are ripe, efpedally in PiidmmU. It iings like a Nightintakf and 
lives 9 or lo Yean. f ^et^^» EpitL. i8. J. Ar. lib. u 

Spift. $. y.$. 

Ec z Thftcc 
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There is indeed this Difference, that *tis better to oblige a 
Man's Appetite in Things that are moft eafy to be had, 
biit 'tis always Vice to oblige a Man's felf. I formerly 
faid a Kinfman of mine was nice, wh6," by being in our 
Gallies, had unlearned the Ufe of Beds, and to put off 
his Cloaths. 

Montaigne ^ ^ ^^^ ^^7 Sons, I Ihould wifti them 

€was brought my Fortunc. The good Father that God 

u^from his gave mc, (who has nothing of me but the 

Craalein thi Acknowledgment of his Bounty, though 

meaneft and i » . ^ i s r r ^ 

moft common ^ruly 'tis a Very hearty one) lent me from 
hanner of my Cradle to be brotight up in a poor Vil- 
Lhving. lage of his, and there continued me all the 

while I was at Nurfe, and longer, bringing 
me up to the meaneft, and moft common Way of Liv- 
ing: Magna pars libertatis eft bene moratus venter *. i. e. 
A well governed Belly is a great part of Uberty. Never 
That Mothers ^^^^ upon yourfelves, and much lefs give up 
vight not to to your Wives, the Care of their Nurture, 
ha<vi the Edu- leave the forming them to Fortune, under 
CMIdrfC popular and natural Laws ; leave it to Cuf- 

tom to train them up to Frugality and Hard- 
fhips, that they may rather defcend from them, than af- 
cend to them. This Humour of my Father's yet aimed 
at another End, that is, to make me familiar with thofe 
People, and with that Rank of Men who moft need our 
Afliftancc •, believing that I fhould be more obliged rather 
to regard them who extended their Arms to me, than 
thofe who turned their Backs upon me. And for this 
Re^fon alfo it was, that he provided me Sureties at the 
Font, of the. meaneft Fortune, to oblige, and bind me to 
them. 

Jf'hat <was the Neither has his Defign fucceeded alto- 
Adyantage of gethcr ill ; foT, whether it be, becaufe there 
this Education, jg naofg Honour in fuch a Condefcenfion, or 
out of natural Companion, which has a very great Power 
over me, I have a kind Inclination towards the meaner 
Sort of People. • The Faftion which I condemn in our 

*' Seneca, Epift. 123. 

civil 
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civil Wars, I (hall more fharply condemn when I fee 
them flourifh and profper. It will half reconcile me to 
them, when I fhall fee them miferable, and fuppreft. 
How much do 1 admire the generous Hu- cjfj^g ^^^/^ ^^, 
mour of Chelonis *, Daughter and Wife to mour of Che- 
the Kings of Sparta / Whilft her Hufband ^^nis. 
Oeomirotus, in the Commotion of her City, had the Ad- 
vantage over Leonidas^ her Father, fhe, like a good Daugh- 
ter, ftuck clofe to her Father in all his Mifery and Exile, 
in Oppofition to the Conqueror. But fo foon as the 
Chance of War turned, Ihe changed her Will with the 
Chance of Fortune, and bravely turned to her Hufband's 
fide, whom (he accompanied wherefoever his Ruin carried 
him : Having, as it appears, no other Choice, than to 
cleave to that fide which ftood moft in need of her, and 
where (he bed manifefted her Compaflion. I am natu- 
rally more apt to follow the Example of Flaminius^ who 
was more ready to give his AlTiftance to thofe that had 
need of him, than to thofe who had Power to do him 
good ; than the Example of Pyrrhus^ who was of an Hu- 
mour to ftoop to the Great, and to domineer over the 
meaneft fort of People. 

Long Sittings \t Table make me uneafy, Montaigne 
and do me harm •, for, whether it be for ^^^»o* ^orvcto 
want of more Continency, having accu- ^^2u^^^ 
ftonied myfelf to it from a Child, I eat all 
the while I (it. Therefore, that at my own Houfe, tho' 
theMesds there are of thefhprteft, I chufeto fit down a little 
while after the reft, as Augujius ufed to do -, but I do not 
imitate him in vifing alfo before the reft of the Company : 
On the contrary, 1 love to fit ftill a long time after, and 
to hear the Guells talk, provided I am none of the Tal- 
kers ; for I tire and hurt myfelf with fpcaking upon a full 
Stomach, as much as I find itplcafant and very wholfome 
to argue, and to ftrain my Voice before Meals. 

The antient Greeks and Romans had more L^^z ^'^'^^J / 
tcafon than we, in fetting apart for Eating, '^' ^«''^''^'- 

• The Reader will be pleafed to turn to what Plutarch relates of 
thb Generons Frincel's in the Life of Jigis and Cleomenes, ch. 5. 
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which IS a principal Aflion of Life, (if not diverted by 
other extraordinary Bufinefs) many Hours, and the 
greateft part of the Night, eating and drinking more delibe- 
rately than we do, who perforin all our Adions in Poft 
hafte ; and in extending this natural Pleafure to ipore Lci- 
fure and better Ufe, intermixing with their Meals ieveral 
pleafant and profitable Offices of Converfation. 
<r^, jkfii^^P* They whofe Bufinefs it is to take care of 
Bf which me, may eafily hinder me from eatmg any 

Montaigne thing they think will do me harm •, for in 
nvM capable. f^^h Things I never covet nor mifs any thing 
I do not fee. But withal, if it once comes in my Sight, 
Ms in vain to perfuadc me to forbear, fo that when I de- 
fign to faft, I rauft be parted from thofe that eat Suppers, 
and muft have only fo much given me, as is requiifcd for 
a regular Collation ; for if I (it down to Table, I forget 
my Refolution.^ When I order my Cook to alter the Man- 
ner of dreflirig any Difli of Meat, all my Family know 
that it means, that my Stomach is out of Order, and 
that I fhall not touch it. 

Jlcc9tmt of hh 1 love to have all Meats that will endure 
fafti, nuith its it undctdreffed, and love them kept till they 
d>angei and ^re (linking. Nothing but Hardnefs gene- 
^i^olutttms. ^^jjy ^^^^^ ^ . ('of any other Quality I 

am as patient and indiflferent as any Man I have known) 
fo that contrary to the common Humour, even in FKh, it 
oft happens, that I think them both too fre(h and too 
iirm : Not for want of Teeth, which I ever had good, 
even to Excellence, and that which Age does but now be- 
gin to threaten. I have been ufed to rub them with a 
Napkin every Morning, and before and after Dinner. 
God is favourable to thofe from whom he takes Li& 
by Degrees ; *tis the only Benefit of old Age ; the lafl: 
Death will be fo much the leis vifible and painful ; it will 
kill but a quarter of a Man ; or but half a one at moft. 
I have one Tooth lately fallen out without drawing, and 
without Pain : it was the natural Term of its Duration. 
Both that part of my Being, and feveral others, are al- 
ready dead, and others half dead, of thofe that were molt 
adlivci and iq highelt Efleem during my vigorous Years *, 

fo 
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fo that I melt and fteal away from myfelf. What a Folly 
would it be in my Underftanding to apprehend the Height 
- of this Fall, already fo much advanced, as if it were from 
I the utmoft Precipice ? I hope I fhall not. Indeed I re- 
• ceive a principal Confolation in the Thoughts of my 
Death, that it will be juft and natural, and that hence- 
forward I cannot herein either require or hope from De- 
ftiny any Favour that is not unlawful. Men make them- 
felves believe that their Anceftors were taller and had lon- 
ger Lives. But they deceive themfelves ; and Solon^ who 
was of thofe old Times, does neverthelefs limit the lon- 
gpft Duration of Life to threefcore and ten Years. I, 
who have fo much and fo uniyerfally adored this ag/rov 
fxlr^v, i. e. the golden Mean of the antient Times ; and, 
who have concluded the middle Meafure to be the mod 
perfed, ihall I claim to live to an exceeding old Age ? 
Whatever happens contrary to the Courfe of Nature, may 
be troublefbme^ but what comes according to her, muft 
always be pleafant. Omnia ^ qua fecundum Naturamfiunt^ 
funt bahenda in bonis *. i. e. Jll "Things that are done ac- 
cording to Nature^ are to he accounted good. And fo Plato 
likewife fays, that the Death which is occafioned by 
Wounds and Difeafes is violent ; but that which old Age 
jieads us to is of all others the mod eafy, and in fome fort 
delightfiil. Vitam adolefcentibus vis aufert^ fenibus matu^ 
ritas "t". i. e. X^^^S ^^ ^^^ taken away by Torce^ old Men 
hf Maturity. Death mixes and confounds itfelf through- 
out .with ij£t \ Decay anticipates its Hour, and even 
increaies as we grow up. I have Piftures of myfelf 
taken at twenty-five, and thirty-five Years of Agej I 
jQompare them with that lately drawn, how often is it no 
joiore me, how much more is my prefent Image unlike the 
former, and how unlike to that I (hall go out of the World 
withal } It is too great an Abufe of Nature, to harrafs 
her io that fhe mufl: be forced to leave us ; and to abandon 
our Conduft, our Eyes, Teeth, Legs, and all the reft, 
to the Mercy of a foreign and begged Ailiftance \ and to 

* Qciro de Scnec €.19. f Ibid. 
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fefign ourfelves into the Hands of Art, when flie is weary 
of following us. J I am not very fond either of Sallets, 
or Fruits, except TMelbns. My Father hated all forts of 
Sawces, and I love them all. Eating too much is a Clog 
to me, but for the Quality of what I eat, I do not yet cer- 
tainly know that any fort of Meat hurts me ; neither have 
I obferved that either Full-moon or Dccreafe, Spring or 
Autumn^ alter me. We have in us Motions that are in- 
conftant, and for which we can't account. For Ex- 
ample, I found Hadifhes firft agreeable, afterwards nau- 
feous, and now again grateful. In feveral other Things 
likewife I find my Stomach and Appetite to vary after the 
fame Manner. I have changea and changed again from 
White wine to Claret, from Claret to White-wine. 
Montaigne I am a great Lover of Fifh, and confe- 

-wasfondof quently^ make my Falls Feafts, and my 
^f']^^//'^ Feafts Fafts ; and believe what fome People 
mix ^'nxjith ^^7^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ more eafy of Digeftion than 
Jie/h. Flefh. As I make a Cbnfcience of eating 

Flefh upon Fifh Days, fo does my Tafte 
make a Scruple of mixing Filh and Flefh, the Difference 
betwixt them feeming to me to be too great. 
Why he fome' From nly Youth I have . ufed fometimes 

times fafied. to flip my Meals, either to fharpen my Ap- 
petite againft the next Day, (for as Epicu- 
rus fafted and lived on meagre Food to accuftom his 
,Pleafure to make fhift without Abundance, I on the con- 
trary do it to prepare my Plcafure to make better and 
more chearful Ufe of Abundance) or elfe I fafted to pre- 
ferve my Vigour for the Service of fome Aftion of Body 
or Mind ; fpr both the one and the other are cruelly dul- 
led in me by Repletion (and above all things, I hate that 
.foolifh coupling of fo healthful and fpritely a Goddefs 
with that little undigefted belching Deity, all over bloated 
by the Fume of his Liquor) or to cure my fick Stomach, 
and for want of fit Company. For I fay as the fame Epi- 
curus did, that a Man is not fo trinch to regard what he ^ 
cats, as with whom j and I commend Chilo *^ for not en- 

■. - ." f In Plutarch" i Bangutt of the 7 wife Men. 
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gaging himfelf to be at Periander^s Feaft, till he firft was 
informed who were to be the other Guefts. No Difh is fo 
acceptable to me, nor no Sawce fo alluring, as that which 
is cxtrafted from Society. ' I think it to be more wholfomc 
to eat lefs at a time and often : but I defire to make the 
tnoft of Appetite and Hunger. I fhould take no Pleafure 
to be ftinted in the phyfical way to three or four pitiful 
■ Meals a Day. Who will afliire me, that if I have a good 
Appetite in the Morning, I fhall have the fame at Supper ? 
But efpecially, let us old Fellows take the firft Opportunity 
of eating, and leave Hopes and Prognoftics to the Makers 
of Almanacks. The utmoft Fruit of my Health is Plea- 
fure ; let us take hold of the firft that offers. I avoid 
Conftancy in thefe Laws of Fafting. Whoever defires 
that one Form ftiall ferve him, let him avoid the conti- 
nuing of it : we harden ourfelves in it ; our Faculties are 
laid afleep by it ; Six Months after, you fhall find your 
Stomach 10 ufed to it, that all your Gain will be the Lofs 
of your Liberty of doing otherwife, but to your Pre- 
judice. 

^- I never keep my Legs and Thighs war- je«/,, ^j^^uj^f^ 
mer in Winter than in Summer ; one fingle objer^ed ^witb 
■ Pair of filk Stockings is all : I have fuflFered regard to his 
myfelf to keep my Head warmer for the Re- ^^^^'^'''^• 
lief of my Rheums, and my Belly upon the Account of 
my Colick : my Difeafes were in a few Days habituated to 
it, and difdained my ordinary Provifions. Irofe from a 
fingle Cap to a Napkin, and from a Napkin Cap to a 
euilted one. The Waddings of my Doublet ferve only 
• ror Shew ; they fignify nothing, if I do not add a Hares- 
' flcin or that of a Vultur, and wear a Cap under my Hat* 
' Follow this Gradation, and you will go a fine Length. 
- 1 ana refolved to proceed no further, and would leave off 
thofe too, if I durft. If you fall into any new Inconve- 
nience, all this is Labour loft ; you are accuftomed to it j 
feek out fome other Way : Thus do fuch ruin themfelves, 
who fubmit to be fettered, and fuperftitioufly confined to 
^" 'Rules. They are for adding fomething more, and fome- 
thing more after that, fo that there is no end on't. 
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His Prfferenci As for GUF Occupotions and Pleafures, ic 
§f Dinners to Is oiuch more commodious, as the Antients 
Sufpers ; an(i jij^ jq jofe a DinncT, and defer making 

%Z7J7mL' eP^ Cheer, tUl the Hour of Retirement 
Liquor. and Repofe, without breaking into the Day } 

and fo was I formerly ufed to do; For 
Health, I fince by Experience find on the contrary, that 
it is better to dine, and that the Digeftion is better per- 
formed waking, f I am not very apt to be thirfty^ cither 
well or fick, my Mouth is indeed apt to be dry, but with' 
out Thirft ; and commonly I never drink but from a 
Defire that is created by eating, and when I have gone a 
good Way in my Meal. I drink pretty weU for a Man of 
the common Sort : In Summer, and at a hungry Meal, I 
do not only exceed the Limits of JuguJiuSy who drank juft 
thrkx and no more ; but not to ofiend Democraies his Rule, 
who forbad that Men ihould flop at four times, as an un- 
lucky Number, I proceed when need requires to the fifth 
Glafs, in all about three half Pints. For the little Glafla 
are my Favourites; and I love to drink them ofi^ atones^ 
which other People avoid as indecent. I mix my Winfe 
moft commonly with half, fometimes one third part Wa- 
ter ; and when I am at home, by an antient Cuftom that 
my Father's Phyfician prefcribed both to him, and to him- 
felf, they mix that which is defigned for me in the Pan- 
try two or three Hours before 'tis brought in. 'Tis faid, 
that Cranaus King of Athens was the Inventer of this Cu- 
ftom of dafliing Wine with Water ; whether profitable or 
no, I have heard deputed. I think it more decent aad 
wholefome for Children to drink no Wine till after Six- 
teen or Eighteen Years of Age. The vs^fAk ufual and 
common Method of Living is the moft becominff : all 
Particularity is in my Opinion to be avoided, and I ftiould 
f^ much hate a German that mixed Water with his Winei 
as I fhould do a Frenchman who drank it pure, ConunQD 
Cuftom gives the Law in thofe Things. 
His Notion I fear a foggy Air, and fly from Smoak, 

lAjith regard to as from the Plaguc, (the firft Repairs I fell 
•^'^- upon in my own Houfe were the Chimnies 

a^nd Privys, a common and infuppor table Defed in all 

old 
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3ld Buildings) and amongft the Hardftiips of War, reckon 
the choaking Duft, with which we are fmothered a whole 
Day together. I have a free and eafy Refpiration, and my 
Colds tor the moft part go oflT without Offence to the 
Lungs, an,d without a Cough. 

The fcfvere Heat of Summer is more an He could hear 
Enemy to me than the Cold of Winter ; 'very cold iVea- 
for, befides the Incommodity of Heat, not *^'^ ^f**'^ 
lb remediable as Cold, and befides the Force 
with which the Sun-beams dart upon the Head, all their 
glaring Light offends my Eyes, lo that I could not now 
it at Dinner over-againll a great Fire. 

To dull the Whitenefs of Paper, in thofe a had a very 
Times when I was more ufed to read, I laid long Sights hut 
a piece of Glafs upon my Book, and found ^^*JfJ^j 1 
my Eyes much relieved by it. I am to this '^Exerci/iof 
Flour ignorant of the Ufe of Speftacles, it. 
and can fee as far as ever I did, or as any 
other Perfon, 'Tis true, that in the Evening I begin to 
find a little Trouble and Weaknefs in my Sight, if I read ; 
9S1 Exercife that always ftrained my Eyes, efpecially by 
Night. Here is one Step backwards, and a very fenfiblc 
one; I {hall fall back another, from the fecond to the 
third, and fo to the fourth, fo gently, that I (hall be 
ftark blind before I Ihall be fenfible of the Age and De- 
cay of my Sight : fo artificially do the fatal Sifters un- 
twift the Thread of our Lives. And yet I doubt that 
my Hearing begins to grow thick, and you will fee I 
flxall have half loft it, when I fhall lay the Fault on thQ 
Voices of thofe that fpeak to me. The Soul muft be ex-, 
ceedingly intent to be fenfible how it ebbs away. My 
"Walking is quick and firm, and I know nor which of the 
two, my Mind, or my Body, I have moft to do to keep 
jB the fame State. That Preacher is very much my 
Friend, that can oblige my Attention a whole Sermon 
thro*. In Places of Ceremony, where every one's Coun- 
isenance is fo ftarched, where I have feen the Ladies keep 
even their Eyes fo fixt : I could never order it fo, that 
fotxit part or other of id^ did not lafh out ^ fo that tho' I 

wa$ 
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Chr fippus ^^^ ^^^' ^ ^^^ never fettled : As the Philo- 
^funk^nhis fopher Chijfippus * his Chamber-maid faid 
Legs. of her Matter, that he was only drunk in 

his Legs, for it was his Cuftom to be always kicking them 
about in what Place foever he fate, and fhe faid it at a 
time when tho' the Wine made all his Companions drunk, 
he found no Alteration in himfelf at all; the fame may alfo . 
be faid of me from my Infancy, that I have either Folly 
or Quickfilver in my Feet, fo much Reftlefsnefs and Un- 
fettle3nefs there is in them wherever they are placed. 
He 'was too *^^^ indecent, belGdes the Hurt it doth 

greedy in his to one's Health, and even to the Pleafure 
Eattng^ of eating, to eat fo greedily as I do : I oft 

bite my Tongue, and fometimes my Fingers for hafte. 
Diogenes meeting a ^oy eating after that manner, gave his 
Tutor a Box o'th Ear. There were Men at Rome that 
taught People to chew, as well as to walk, with a good 
Grace. I thereby lofe the Opportunity of fpeaking, which 
gives fo fweet a Relifh to Meals, provided the Table-talk 
be pleafa^t and ihort. 

Hh Judgffttni ^^^^^ is Jealoufy and Envy amongft our 
€onc€rmng the Pleafures, they crofs and hinder one another. 
Pleafuresofthe Alcthiades^ 2l Man well verfed in making good 
^ahU, Cheer, banifhed even Mufic from Tables, 

that it might not difturb the Pleafure of Difcourfe, for a 
Reafon he had from Plato,, viz. that it is the Cuftom of 
vulgar Men to call Fidlers and Singing-men to Feafts, 
for want of good Difcourfe and pleafant Talk, with which 
Men of Underftanding know how to regale one another. 
Farro requires this in great Entertainments, Perfons of 
graceful Prefence, and agreeable Converfation, that are 
neither mute nor Rattles ; Neatnefs and Delicacy both of 
Place and Provifions, and fair Weather. A good Treat 
is neither flightly artificial, nor a little voluptuous -, nei- 
ther the greateft Captains, nor the greateft Philofophers, 
have difdained the Ufc and Science of eating well. My 
Imagination has delivered three to my Memory^ which 

* Diog. Laert. in the Life of Chryfippus, lib. vii. 
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fortune rendered fovereignly fweet to me upon divers Oc- 
:<^ons, in mv moft flourifhing Age. My prefent State 
excludes me from more. For every one, according to the 
a^ood Temper of Body and Mind wherein he then finds 
litnfelf, furnifhes to his own Ufe a particular Grace and 
Liking i I, who but juft crawl upon the Earth, hate this 
nhuxnan Wifdom, that will have us deipife and hate all 
Culture of Body. I look upon it to be as unjuft to 
[late natural Pleafures, as to be too fond of them. Xer^ 
X£s was fuch a Fool that when environed with all human 
Pleafures, he propofed a Reward to him that could find 
liim out a new one ; and he is not lefs fo, who denies him- 
fclf any of thofe Pleafures that Nature has provided for 
hiin. A Man fliould neither purfue nor fly, but receive 
:heiii. I receive them I confefs a little too afFedlionately 
and kindly, and eafilyfufFer 'myfelf to follow my natural 
ITnclination. We need not exaggerate their Vanity, they 
Chemfelves ihew it, and make us fufficiently fenfible of it. 
Xhanks be to our fickly Minds that pall our Joys, and 
put us out of Tafte with them^ as with themfelves, they 
iencertain both themfelves and all they receive, one while 
better, and another while worfe, according to their infati« 
able, vagabond, and variable ElTence. 

Sincerutn eft ntfi vas^ quodcunque infuniUs^t acefcit ♦• 

All Pleafures Ihun with Sorrow in their Train, 
For tainted Veflels four what they contain. 

t "who boaft that I fo curioufly and particularly embrace 
^c Conveniences of Life, do find, when I nicely con- 
ifer them, but very little in them more than Wind. 
iut what ? We are all Wind throughout j and moreover, 
lie Wind itfelf loves to bluftcr and Ihifi: from Corner to 
Corner more difcreetly than we, and contents itfelf with 
Lts proper Offices, without defiring Stability and Solidity, 
^^alities that nothing belong to it./ 

* Hpr. lib. i. Ep, 2. v. 54. 
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lu 'What Rani ^^ P"*^ Plcafufcs, as wcll as the pure 
ief laced the DHpleamrcs of the Imagination, fay fome, 
tieafures of . art thc gfcateft ; as was exprcfled by the Ba- 

thebna^na. j^„^ q£ CritoUuS *. *Tis HO WOHtfer j it 

Ttuttf makes them to its own liking, and cuts what 

it pleafes out of the whole Cloth 5 of which 
I every. day fee notabfe Examples, and perad venture to be 
defired. Bat f , who am of a mixt and heavy Conftitn- 
tion, catindt fnap fo loon at this one fimple Objedt, but 
I negligently fufFer myfelf to be blindly carried away with 
the prefent Pleafures of the general human Law. Intd- 
ledtaally fenfible^ and fenfibly intelledhial. The Cyrenaick 
Philofophers will have it, that as corporal Pains, fo cor- 
poral Pleafures are more powerftil, both as double, and 
as morejuft. There are fome, zsjtriftotle fays, who out 
of a favage kind of Stupidity pretend to drfguft them : 
and I know others, who out of Ambition do the fame. 
Why do they not moreover forfwear breathing ? Why do 
ihey not live of their owrt, and refufe Light becaufe it mines 
gratis, and cofts them neither Pains nor Invention ? Let 
MarSy PallaSy or Mercury^ afford them their Light by 
which to fee, inftead of Venus^ Ceres, and Bacchus. Will 
fhey not feek the Quadrature of the Circle, even in their 
conjugal Embraces ? I hate that we Ihould be enjoined' 
CO have our Minds in the Clouds when our Bodies are at 
Table -, I would not have the Mind rivetted there, nor that 
it ihould be roving, but I am willing it Ihould apply it- 
^If to that Place, that it Ihould fit, but not lie down 
there, ylriftippus pleaded only for the Body, as if we had 
no Soul ; Zeno ftickled only for the Soul, as if we had no. 
Body. Both of them were in the wrong. Pythagoras^ 
fay they, adhered to a Philofophy that was all Contenlpla- 
tion •, Socrates to one that was all Manners and Aftion* 
Plato found out a Medium betwixt both 5 but they only 
fay fo for Talk fake 5 for iht true Mean is found in 5^- 

* In my Opinion Monfazgne here applies this Balance to a Purpofe 
irery different from that which Critolaw applied it to, if we may judge 
of chit Balance by what Ciccn fays of i^ fufc, QjaxH, lib. v. c 27. 
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erases \ and Flato is more Socratick than Pythagorean, 
iUKi it becomes him better. When I dance, I dance i 
when I fleep, I fleep. Nay, and when I walk alone in a 
bfeautifiil Orchard, if my Thoughts are fome part of the 
Time taken up with foreign Occurrences, I call them 
back again to my Walk, or to the Orchard, to the Sweet- 
j^efs of the Solitude, and to myfelf. 

Nature has with a motherly Tendemefs If mure has 
obferved this, that the Adlions (he has en- rendered thoji 
joined us for our Neceflity fhould he alfo if^'Zhuh'' 
pleafant to us, and invites us to them, not. Man is under m 
only by Reafon, but alfo by Appetite : and Neceffityof 
•lis Injuftice to pervert her Laws. When I Performing. 
fee both Cafar and Alexander in the moft weighty Con- 
cerns of their great Bufihefs, fo fiilly enjoy human and 
corporal Pleafures, I do not fay that they unbent their 
Minds, but ftrained them higher ; fubjefting thofe vio^ 
lent Employments and laborious Thoughts by the Strength 
of Courage, to the Cuftom of common Life. Wife, 
had they believed that the former was their ordinary, the 
latter, their extraordinary Vocation. We are great Fools. 
He has paft over his X.ife in Indolence, fay we : I have 
done nothing to-day. What ! Have you not lived ? 
•Tis not ohfy the fundamental, but the moft illuftrious of 
your Occupations. Had I been put to the Management 
of great Affairs, I fliould have, made it feen what I could 
do. Have you known how to meditate, and manage 
your Life ? You have performed the greateft Work of 
all. For a Man to fhew, and fet himfelf off. Nature 
has no Need of Fortune ; (he equally fhews herfelf in all 
Degrees, and behind a Curtain, as well as without one^ 
I|ave you known how to compofe your Manners ? You 
have don? a great dea} more than he who has compofed 
Sopks. Have you known how to take Repofe ? You 
have done more than he who has taken Cities and 
Empires. 

The glorious Mafter-piece of Man is to Ulat is Man's 
know how to live to Purpofe : AH other trueMajier^ 
Things vn. tp reign, to lay up Trwfure, ^*^'' 

and 
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iuid to build, are at the moft but little Appendixes, and 
finall Props. I take a Delight to fee a General of an Ar- 
iny at the Foot of a Breach he intends prefently to af- 
feult, give himfelf up entire and free at Dinner, to talk 
and be meriy with his Friends ; and to fee Brutus^ when 
Heaven and Earth corifpired againft him. and the Roman 
Liberty, ftealing fome Hour of the Night from his 
Rounds to read and abridge Polybius^ void of all Fear. 
*Tis for little Souls, thatare'crulhed under the Weight of 
Affairs, not to know how cleverly to difengage themfel ves, 
and not to know how to lay them afide, and take them 
up again. 



^i fortesy pejoraque pajji^ 
Mecum f^epe viriy nunc vino peUite cur as. 
Or as ingens iterabimus aquor *. 

Brave Spirits, who with me havefelt worfe Sorrow, 
Drink Cares away, we'll fail again To-morrow. 

Whether it be in Jeft or Earneft, that the Theological 
and Sorbonical Wine, and their Feafts, are turned into a 
Proverb, I tliink it but reafon, they (hould dine fo much 
more commodioufly and pleafantly as thty have profitably 
ai3 ferioufly employed the Morning in the Exercife ot 
their Schools. The Confcience of having well fpent the 
other Hours is the juft and favoury Sawce of Tables. 
The Sages lived fo, and that inimitable Emulation for 
Virtue, which aftonifhes us both in the one and the other 
Cato^ that Humour of theirs, fevere even to Importunity, 
is thus gently fubmitted, and made pliant to the Laws of 
the human Condition, both of Venus and Bacchus -, and 
according to the Precepts of their Se6t, that require the 
perfedt wife Man fhould be as expert and intelligent in 

• B»r. lib. i. Ode 7. v. 30. 

the 
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the Ufe of Pleafures, as in all other Duties of Life. Cut 
cor fapiat^ H et fapiat Palatus *. 

Relaxation and Affability do, methinks, Relaxation and 
wonderfully honour, and beft become a great ^f^^Hiiy Jpe- 
and generous SouL Epaminondus did not Great anTGe^ 
think, that, to dance, fing, and be intent nerous Souls. 
upon Play with the Boys of his City, dero- 
gated from the Honour of his glorious Viftories, and the 
perteft Reformation of Manners that was in him. And 
amongft fo many admirable Aftions of Scipio, the Grand- 
father, a Perfon worthy the Opinion of a heavenly Ex- 
traftion, there is nothing that gives him a greater Grace 
than to fee him indolently and childifhly trifling, in ga- 
thering and chufing Shells, and playing at Quoits up- 
on the Sea-fhore with Lalius: And, if it was foul 
Weather, amufing and pleafing himfelf in writing Co- 
medies, reprefenting the meaneft and moft popular Ac- 
tions of Mankind : And while his Head was full of that 
wonderful Enterprize of Hannibal and Affric^ vifiting the 
Schools in Sicily^ and being prefent at the philofophical 
Leftures, even foastoattraft the blind Envy of his Enemies 
at Rome. Nor is there any thing more remarkable in So^ 
crates^ than that, old as he was, he found Time to learn 
dancing, and playing upon Inflruments, and thought it 
well fpent 5 neverthelefs, this very Man was feen in 
an Extafy ftanding upon his Feet a whole Day and a Night 
together in the Prefence of all the Grecian Army, lur- 
priied and tranfported with fome profound Thought. 
He was the firft, who among fo many valiant Men of 
the Army, ran to the Relief of Alcibiades^ overpowered 
by the Enemy, fcreened him with his own Body, and 
difengaged him . from the Crowd, by abfolute Force of 
Arms, It was he who, in the Delian Batde relieved 
and faved Xenophon^ when difmounted from his Horfe ; 
and who, amongft all the People of Athens^ enraged as 

* Cicero de finibus, Bon et Mal^ lib. ii. c. 9. 

Vol. III. F f Jv« 
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he was at fo unwonhy a Speftaclc, firft prefented himfelf 
to refcue "Theramenes^^ whom the Thirty Tyrants were hal- 
ing to Execution by their Guards ; and he defifted not 
from his bold Enterprize, but at the Remonftrance of 
^heramenes himfelf, though he was only .followed by two 
more in all. He has been feen, when courted by a Beau- 
ty, with whom he was deeply in Love, yet maintain a 
fevere Abftinence in time of Need. He has been feen 
continually to go to the War, and with his bare Feet 
to travel upon the Ice ; to wear the fame Garb Winter 
and Summer; to furpafs all his Companions in bearing 
Hardfhips ; and to eat no more at a Feaft, than at his 
own private Dinner. He was known 27 Years together 
to endure Hunger, Poverty, the Untraftablinefs of his 
Children, and the Scratches of his Wife, with the fame 
Countenance ; and in the end Calumny, Tyranny, Im- 
prifonment, Fetters, and Poifon. But was that Man 
invited to drink Bumpers by any Rule of Civility ? He 
was alfo the Man of the Army to whom the Advantage 
of it remained. And he never refufed to play at Cob- 
nut, nor to ride the Hobby-horfe with the Boys, and it 
became him well; for all Adions, fays Philofophy, 
equally become, and equally honour a wife Man. We 
have enough wherewithal to do it, and we ought never 
to be weary of reprefenting the Image of this great Man 
in all the Patterns and Forms of Perfection. There are 
very few Examples of Life full and pure, and we wrong 
our Inftrudion to propofe to ourfelves every day, fuch 
as are weak and imperfeft, fcarce good for any one Ser- 
vice, and fuch as draw us rather back, and that are rather 
Corrupters than Correctors of Manners. The People de- 
ceive themfelves j a Man goes much more eafily indeed 
by the ends, where the Extremity ferves for a Bound, a 
Stop, and a Guide, than by the middle Way, which is 
large and open, and mOre according to Art, than accord- 
ing to Nature j but withal much lefs nobly and com- 
xnendably. 

.' . Magnani- 
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agnanimity confifts not fo much in J^haidtfco^en 
iting and in proceeding forward, as in '^ Gnatnefs 
dng how to govern and circumfcribe ^J^^^^^* 

It takes eycry thing for great, that is enough \ 
lemonftrates itfelf better in moderate, than eminent 
gs. There is nothing fd handfome and lawful, as 
md duly to aft the Part of the Man ; nor any Science 
Bcult, as well to know how to live this Life ; and of 
ur Infirmities, *tis the moft favage, to de^Jife our 



V 



hoever has a Mind to fend his Soul ab- // ought not t$ 
when the Body is ill at Eafe, to pre- J^n natural 
it from the Contagion, let him do it if ^^^r/'i J*^ 
n : But otherwife on the contrary, let wMMod^a- 
Soul favour and affift the Body, and tion. 
efijfe to participate of its natural Plea- 
, and with a conjugal Complacency ; ufing withal, if 
a wife Soul, Moderation, left by Indifcretion they 
d be confounded with Vexatioh. Intemperance is 
^ft of Pleafure, and Temperance is not its Scourge, 
•ather its Seafoning. Eudoxus *, who therein efta- 
:d the fovereign Good, and his Companions, who fet 
gh a Value upon it, tafted it in its moft charming 
tnefs by the Means of Temperance, which in them 
ingular and exemplary f. 

tnjpin my Soul to look upon Pain and Howwe ought 
urewith an Eye equally regulated and to behave nmtb 
lit ; Eodem entm vttto eft ejjufio antmt tn p%i^ ^^ 
a^ quo in dolore contraSlio J; i. e. The PUafwe. 
lowing of the Heart in Mirth ^ i^ as had as 
mtraSling of it in Sorrow \ but on the one gaily, and on ^ 

ther gravely, and as far as it is able, to be as care-^ 

U Diog. Laert, affirms in the Life of Eudoxut (lib. viii. % 88) oa 

jport of Nicomachus, the Son of Artftotle. t Ariflotle po- 

f fa^ that Eudoxus was diftinguilhed by his extraordinary Tem- 

:e. Moral, ad Nicomachum, Ub.x. c. 2. J Cicero Tufc, ^■ 

.c. 3J, 
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fill to cxtinguifh the one, as to extend the other. The 
judging rightly of Good, brings along with it the jud- 
ging foundly of Evil. Pain has fomething not to 
be avoided in its tender Beginning, and Pleafure has 
fomething that may be avoided in its exceffive End. 
Plato couples them together *, and will have it that it 
ihould be equally the Office of Fortitude to fight againft 
Pain, and againft the immoderate and charming Blan- 
dilhments of Pleafure. They are two Fountains, from 
which whoever draws, when and as much as he needs, 
whether City, Man, or Beaft, is very happy. The firft 
is to be taken phyfically, and upon Neceffity more fpar- 
ingly, the other for Thirft, but not to Drunkennefs. 
Pain, Pleafure, Love and Hatred, are the firft Things 
that a Child is fenfible of; if when his Reafon comes 
they are applied to it, that is Virtue. 
«-r rrr njt I ^^^^ a Diftionary to myfelf, Ifquander 

tsdgncmade ^^^Y ^Y Time when it is ill and uneafy ; 
ef Life. but when 'tis good, I will not fquander it 

away. I run it over again, and ftick to't ; 
a Man muft run over the 111, and fettle upon the Good. 
This ordinary Phrafe of Paftime, and paffing away the 
Time, reprefents the Cuftom of thofe wife People, who 
think they cannot fare better than to let Life run on 
and Aide away, to pafs it over, to kill it, and as much 
as they can, to take no notice of it, and to fteal from it, 
as a Thing of a troublefome and contemptible Quality : 
But I know it to be another kind of Thing, and find it 
both valuable and commodious, even in its lateft Decay, 
wherein I now enjoy it : And Nature has delivered it into 
our Hands in fuch and fo favourable Circumftances, that 
we need only thank ourfelves if it be troublefome to us, or 
Aide unprofitably away. Stulti vita ingrata eji^ trepida ejiy 
tola in futurum fertur , \. i. e. ^ he Life of a Fool is uneafy y 
timoroHSj and wholly bent upon Futurity. Neverthelefs, I 



• In his Dialogue of tic Laws, lib. i. p. 636. 
f Soieca, Epill. 15. 
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compofe myfelf to lofe mine without Regret, but withal, 
as a Thing that is perifhable by its Condition, not that it 
is troublefome or uneafy to me. Neither does it properly 
well become any, to welcome Death, excepting fuch as 
are fond of Life. There is good Hulbandry in enjoying 
I it. I enjoy it double to what others do -, for the Mea- 
lure of the Fruition depends noore or lefs upon our Appli- 
cation of it. Now, efpecially, that I perceive mine to 
be to ihort in time, I am inclined to extend it in Weight : 
I will Hop the Quicknefs of its Flight *, by the Sud- 
dennefs of my gralping it : and by the Vigour of ufing 
it, . make myfelf Amends for the Hafte in which it runs 
away. By how much the Poffeffion of Life is more 
' ihort, I muft take the deeper and the fuller Hold of it. 
' Others are fenfible of the Sweetnefs of Contentment, and 
of Profpcrity 5 I feel it too, as well as they, but not 
as it Aides and pafles by ; for a Man ought to ftudy, 
tafle, and ruminate upon it, to render due thanks for it 
to him that grants it to us. They enjoy the other Plea- 
fures as they do that of Sleep, without knowing them ; 
and to the end, that even Sleep itfelf Ihould not fo ftupidly 
pais me unnoticed, I have formerly caufed myfelf to be 
difturbed in it, to the end that I might take a View of 
it. I ponder with myfelf upon Contentment ; I do not 
Ikim over it, but found it, and bend my Reafon, now 
grown perverfe and difgufted, to recover it. Do I 
find myfelf in any calm Situation ? Is there any Plea- 
fure th^t tickles jp? ? I do not fyfFer it to cheat my 

♦ This perhaps furniftied the Hint for the following merry French 
Catchy 'viz. 

Plus inconftant que TOude et la Nviage, 
Le Temps s'enfuit : pourquoi le rcgrctter ? 

Malgre la pente volage 
Que Toblige a nous quitter, 
£n faire Tufage c'eft Tarrecer. 
Goutons mille douceurs: 
Et £1 la vie eft un pafTage, 
§ur ce paiTage au moins femons des fleuis* 

F f 3 Senfcs; 
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Senfes. I aflbciate my Soul to it, not to be abforbed in h 
it, but to take delight in it ; not to lofe itfelf, but to find |^ 
itfelf in it ; and I employ it on its part to view itfelf in 
this profperous Eftate, to weigh, efteem, and amplify 
its Happinefs. It computes how much it Hands indebted 
to Almighty God that its Confcience, and other inteftinc 
Paffions are at reft, thaf the Body is in its natural Difpo- 
fition, orderly and competently enjoying the delicate and 
flattering Funftions, by which he is gracioufly pleafed 
to recompenfe the Sufferings wherewith his Juftic^ ip.its 
Turn fcourges; us. How great a Benefit is it to Man 
to have his Soul fo feated, that which way foever 
fhe turns her Eye, the Heaven is calm about her? 
No Defire, no Fear or Doubt, that troubles its Alpcft, nor 
any Difficulty paft, prefent, or to come, which his ima- 
gination may not pafs over, without Offence. This Con- 
fideratidn takes great Luftre from the Comparifoh of dif- 
ferent Conditions j and therefore it is, that I propofe to 
myfelf in a thoiifand Faces, thofe whom Fortune, or 
their own Error, torments and carries away ; and more- 
over thofe, who more like to me, fo negligently and 
careleily receive their good JFortuhe. They are Men who 
pafs away their Time indeed, they ran over the prefent, 
and that which they poflfefs, to give themfelves up to 
Hope, and to the Shadows and vain Images, which Fane/ 
places before thcmj 

Morte obit a quales fama eft vblitare figuras^ 
Aut qua fopitos deludunt /omnia fenfus * ; 

Such Forms they fay as dead Men's Spirits have^ 
Or which in Dreams our drowfy Senfe deceive. 

and which h^ften ahd prolong their Flight, according as 
they are purfucd. The Fruit and Aim of their Purfuit is 

* iEneidi lib;*. vcr.64i, 

to 
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to purfue ; as Alexander faid, that the End of his Labour, 
L i^as to labour. 



I 



Nil aSlum credens cum quid fuperejfet agendum *, 

Thinking nought done, if ought was left to do. 

For my part therefore I love Life, and cultivate it, fuch asit 
has pl^ded'God to beftow upon us ; I do not offer to wifh 
it had no Necelfity of eating and drinking ; and I ihould 
think my Offence as inexcufable, to wi(h it had been 
double to what it is. Sapiens divitiarum naturalium qua^ 
fitor acerrimus +. i. c. A wife Man hunts Jharply after na^ 
tural Riches. Nor that we fhould fupport Qurfelves by 
puttii^ only a little of that Drug into our Mouths by 
which Epimenides took away his Appetite, and kept him- 
felf alive; *nor that a Manfhould ftupidly produce Chil- 
dren, with his Fingers or Heels, but rather with Re- 
verence I Ipeak it, that he might voluptuoufly produce 
them with his Fingers and Heels; nor that the Body 
ihould be without Defire, and void of Delight. Thefc 
arc ungrateful and wickol Complaints. I accept kindly 
and gratefolly, what Nature has done for me ; am 
well ' pleafed with it, and proud of it. A Man does 
WTonff to the Great and Almighty Giver of all Things, 
to rerafe, difannul, or disfigure his Gift ; He has made 
every thing well. Omnia qu^e fecundum naturam funt ejii- 
maiione digna funt J. i. e. All things that are according 
to Nature are worthy of Efteem. 

* Luean. lib. ii. v. 657. The Poet fpeaks here of Cafar, who 
Wis altogether as adive and indefatigable as AUxatuler, 

^ Sneca, Epift. 119. :|: Cicero de finib. lib.iii. c. 6. We find 
the Senfe here to be the fame^ tho* not the very Words as quoted by 

Ff 4 Of 
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_.-.... Of philofophical Opinions, I more wil- 

£ S. li^gly embrace thofe that are moft folid, 
fortment. that is to fay, the moft humane, and moft 

our own : My Difcourfes, are fuitable to my 
Manners, low and humble : Philofophy brings forth a 
Child to my liking, when it puts itfelf upon its Ergo\ 
to prove that 'tis a favage Alliance to match Divine with 
Earthly, Rational with Irrational, Severe with Indulgent, 
and the Honeft with Dilhoneft ; that Pleafure is a bru- 
tifli Quality, unworthy to be tafted by a wife Man ; that 
the fole Pleafure which he extrafts from the Enjoyment 
of a fair young Wife, is the Pleafure of his Confcience 
to perform an Aftion according to Order : As to put on 
his Boots for a profitable Journey. Oh, that his Fol- 
lowers had no more Right, nor Nerves, nor Juice, in 
getting their Wives Maidenheads, than there is in his 
Leftures. 

Corporal Plea- This IS not what Socrates fays, who is both 
fare has its Va- his Matter and ours. He values, as he 
iue.tho'Uisin" ought, bodily Pleafure, but he prefers that 
•^J^T 'jJf -^f of the Mind, as having more Force, Con- 

of the Mind, ' & , ' 

ftancy, r acility, Vanety and Dignity. This 
according to him goes by no means alone, he is not fo fan- 
taftic, but only it goes firft. Temperance in him is the 
Moderatrix, not the Adverfary of Pleafures. Nature is 
a gentle Guide, but not more gentle, than prudent and 
juft. Intrandum eft in rerum nattiram^ et penitus quid ea 
foftulet^ pervidendum *. i. e. A Man muft fearcb into the 
Nature of "Things^ and examine throughly what Jhe requires. 
I every where fearch for the Print of her Foot, but wc 
have confounded it with artificialTraces. And that fovereign 
academic and peripatetic Good, which is to live according to 
Nature, becomes by this means hard to limit and explain : 
And that of the Stoicks, bordering upon it, which is to 
confent to Nature. Is it not an Error to efteem any 
Anions lefs worthy, bccaufe they are ncceflary? Yet 

? C/Vrr^defin, lib. v. c. ;6» 

$hex 
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they (hall not beat it out of my Head, that it is not a 
fuitable Marriage of Pleafure with Neceflity, to which 
fays an Antient, the Gods do always confent. To what 
end do we difmember by Divorce, a Fabric connefted 
by fo mutual and fraternal a Cbrrefpondence : Let us, 
on the contrary renew it by mutual Offices, let the Mind 
rouze and quicken the DuUnefs of the Body, and the 
Body Hop and fix the Levity of the Soul, ^i velut 
fummum bonum^ laudat anitfke naturam^ et tanquam ma-' 
lum^ naturam carnis accufat^ profeSlo et animam carnali" 
ter appetite et carnem*- carnaliter fugity quoniam id vani- 
tate fentit humand^ non veritate divina *. i. e. He who 
commends the Nature of the Soul as the Supreme Good^ and 
accufes the Nature of the Flejh as Evil^ does certainly both 
carnally affeSl the Souly and carnally flies the Flejh^ becaufe 
he is pojfejfed by fucb Belief through human Vanity ^ and not 
ly divine Truth. In this Prefent that God has made us, 
there is nothing unworthy our Care •, we are ftriftly ac- 
countable for it. And *tis no flight Commiffion to Man, 
to conduit Man according to his Condition. *Tis ex- 
prefs, fimple, and the principal of 'all; and the Creator 
has ferioufly and feverely enjoined k. Authority has 
alone the Power to work upon common Underftand- 
ings, and is of more Weight in a foreign Language, and 
therefore let us again charge with it in this Place. Stul- 
titia proprium quis non dixerit, ignave^ et contumaciter 
facere qua facienda funt ; et alio corpus impellere^ alio 
animumy dijirahique inter diverjtjfmos motus -J-? i.e. Who 
will not fay^ that it is the Property of Folly ^ flothfully and 
contumacioujiy to perform what is to be doncy and to bend the 
Body one way^ and the Mind another ^ fo as to be diftralled 
hetwixt the moft different Motions ? Which to make appa- 
rent, let any one fome day tell you what Whimfies and 
Imaginations he puts into his own Pate, and upon the 

• Aufr, de civitate Dei, lib. xiv. c. 5. where he has a View properly 
to the Manichees^ who held the Fle(h and the Body to be the Frodudion 
pf tji^ Evil PrincifUt f Senecn Epift, 74. 

Recount 
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Account of which he diverted his Thoughts fix)m a good 
Meal, and complained of the Time he fpends in eating : 
you will find there is nothing fo infipid in all the Difhes at 
your Table, as this fine Talk of his, (for generally 
we had better fleep than wake to the Purpofe we do :) 
and that his Difcourfes and Notions are not fo good as 
your Fricaflee. Though they were the Raptures of Ar- 
cbimedes himfelf, what were they worth ? I do not here 
fpeak of, nor mix with the Rabble of us ordinary Men, 
and the Vanity of the Thoughts and Defires that divert 
us, thofe venerable Souls, elevated by the Ardor of Dc- 
yotion and Reli^on, to a conftant, and confcicntious 
Meditation of divine Things, who, by a lively Endea- 
vour, and vehement Hope, having a Forctaftc of the 
eternal Nourilhment, the final Aim, and laft Stop of 
Chriftian Defires, the fole, conftant, and incorruptible 
tieafure, difdain all Regard to our b^garly, frothy, and 
ambiguous Conveniencies, and eafily refigh to the Body 
the Care and Ufe of fenfual and temporal Food. *Tis a 
jprivilegcd Study. I have ever amongft us obfcrved fur 
perceleftial Opinions, and fubterranean Manners to be of 
fingular Accord. 

^he Tally of Mf^-* ^^^^ %rt2X Man, faw his Matter 

that Man 'who pifs as he walked : What, faid he, muji we 
a/tires to he j^^^g iqq ^ ^^ yuyi ? Let US manage our 
abo^^e mibat Time as well as we can, there will -yet re- 
main a great deal that will be idle, and ill 
employed. The Mind has not other Hours enough by 
its Choice, wherein to do its Bufinefs, without dilaflb- 
ciating itfelf from the Body, in that little Space it requires 
for its Neceflity. They aim to put themfelves out of 
themfelves, and to efcape from being Men. What Folly 
is this ! Inftead of transforming themfelves into Angels, 
-they transform themfelves into Beafts, and inftead of ele- 
vating themfelves they fink. Thefe tranfcendent Hu- 
mours affright me, like Places that are high and inac- 
ceffible : And nothing is hard for me to digeft in the Life 
of Socrates but his Ecftafies and Communication with 
Daemons, Nothing is fo human in Plato as that for which 

they 
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Jhey fay he was called divine. And of our Sciences, thofe 
feem.tp be the mpft terreftrial and low that are higheft 
mounted. And I find nothing fo humble and mortal in 
the Life of Alexander as his Fancies about his Immorta- 
lization. Philotas pleafantly jeared him in his Anfwcr. 
He congratulated him by Letter upon the Oracle of Ju- 
piter AnmorC% having placed him amongft the Gods ; Fot, 
thy fake I am glad of it^ faid he, but the Men are to be pi- 
//>^, who arc to live with a Man, and tp obey him, who 
exceeds, and. is not contented with the Meafure of a Man. 
{Diis te minorem quod geriSy imperas *.] i; e. Becaufe thou 
carrieft thy f elf lower than the GodSy thou doji command Men. 
The pretty Infcription wherewith the Athenians honoured 
the Entry of Pompey into their City is conformable to my 
Senfe. '^ 

jyautant es tu Dieu^ comme 
Tu te recognois homme f. 

So much thou haft of Deity 

As thou doft own of Man in thee* 

*Tis art abfolute, and as it were, a divine Perfeftion, for 1^ 
Man to know how to enjoy his Being, as he ought. We 
fcek other Conditions, by reafon we do not underftand the 
Ufe of our own ; and go out of ourfelves, for want of 
knowing what we do. Tis to much Purpofe to go upon 
Stilts, tor. when upon Stilts, we muft yet walk with our 
Legs : And when feated upon the moft elevated Throne 
in the World, we are but feated upon our Breech. The 
faireft Lives, in my Opinion, are thofe which regularly 
accommodate themfelves to the common and human Mo- 
del : yet without Miracle, and without Extravagance. 
But 6ld Age ftands a little m need of a more tender Treat- 

♦ Hot. lib. iii, Odc 6. V. 5, f In the Life of Pompey, by P^- 
tarci^ ch. 7. 
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ment. Let us recommend it to God, the Proteftor of Health | 
and Wifdom, but withal, let it be gay and fociable : 

Frui paratis et valido fnibi . 
Latoe donesy et precor Integra 
Cum mente^ nee turpem feneSlam 
Vegere^ nee Cythara carentem *. 

Grant this Apollo^ and I aflc no more, 
A Mind to ufe my prefent Store 
"With Health and Life, but not fo long 
As brings Contempt, and cramps my Song. 



:.*:»^ 



'* * Horaa, lib. L Ode 31. v. 17. &c. 
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L Containing Six Letters from Montaigne^ which nevtt 
appeared before in any Edition of his EJfays^ nor 
any where elfe, except in a fmall Colleftion, now 
extremely fcarce, which Montaigne publiflied ^ 
with the Royal Privilege at Paris^ A. D, i^ju 

LETTER L 

An Int^oduSIion (7/Boetia's Tranjlation ^Xenophon'j TraU^ 
intituled O^co^OMY ; To Monfieur de Lanfac, Knight of 
the King^s Order ^ a Member of bis Privy Council^ Super- 
Intendant of his Finances^ and Captain of the Hundred 
Gentlemen of his Houjhold. 

SIR, 

I SEND you Xenophon*s Occonomy tranflated into 
French by the late Monfieur de la Boetia^ a Prefent 
which I thought very proper for you, not only for its 
coming in the firft Place, as you know, from the Hand 
of a Perfon of Diftinftion, a very great Man both in 
War and Peace ; but for having taken its fecond Form 
from that Perfon, whom I am certain you both loved and 
cfteemed as long as he lived. This Treatife will be a 
conftant Inducement to the Continuance of your favour- 
able Opinion and Good-will to his Name and Memory, 
And 1 will be bold to fay that you need not fear the 
making any Addition to your Regard for him, fince as 
you took a Liking to him only from the public Tefiimo- 
nies of his Character, 'tis incumbent on me to aflure you 
that he had fo many Degrees of Ability beyond common 
Fame, that you are very far from knowing him through- 
ly. He did me the Honour, which I rank with the 
greateft Bleflings of my Fortune, to form fo ftridt and 
clofe a Connection of Friendfhip with me, that unlefs my 
Sight at any time failed me, there was not a Biafs^ Mo- 
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tive or Spring in his Soul, which I could not difcern ancf 
judge of. But without Offence to the Truth he was, 
take him altogether, fo wonderful a Man, that left my 
Word Ihould not be taken for any thing, if I once tranf- 
grefs the Bounds of Probability, I am forced in fpeaking 
of him to conftrain and contract myfelf fhort of the Ex- 
tent of what I know of him. And for this time, Sir, I 
fliall barely content myfelf with intreating you, for the 
Honour and Veneration which you owe to the Truth, to 
believp and teftify that our Guyenne never faw his Fellow 
amongft the Gentlemen of his Robe. In hopes therefore, 
that you will render him that which is moft juftly due to 
him, and with a View to keep him frefli in your Me- 
< mory, I prefent you this Book, which at the fame time 
will fatisry you on my part, that had not my Infuffi- 
ciency laid me under an exprefs Prohibition to do it, I 
fliould have been as ready to prefent you with fomething 
of my own, as an Acknowledgniient of the Obligations 
which I am under to you, and of that Favour and Friend- 
Ihip which you have for a long time Ihewn to our Fa- 
mily. But, Sir, for want of better Coin I offer you in 
^ Payment the fincereft Tender of my humble Seivice 

to you. 

Sir, I beg God to proteft you, and am 

Your obedient Servant, 
.* Michael de Montaigne. 

LETTER II. 

An IntroduSiion of B^tia's Tranflation of PlutarchV Rules of 
Mc rriage^ AMonfteur Monfieur ^^ M e s m e s , Lord de Roiffy 
et de Mai- Affize, a Member of the King^s Privy Council. 

SIR, 

^/Tr\ I S one of the moft remarkable Follies which Men arc 
J[ guilty of to exert the whole Force of their Under- 
ftanding to giv^ a Shock and an Overthrow to Opinions, 
that are commonly received, and fuch too as yield us Sa- 
tisfadtion and Content. For whereas every thing under 
Heaven employs, the Means and Inftruments with which 
Najure has furnifl^ed it, for the Ornanjent and Conve- 
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ncy of Its Being, thefe Men, that they may feem to 
of a more gay and fprightly Difpofition, not capable of 
Hitting and entertaining any thing but what has been 
houfand times touched and poifed in the niceft Balance 

Reafon, (hake their Minds out of a calm and eafy Si- 
ition for the fake of poflefling them, after a long En- 
iry, with Doubt, Uneafmefs and Fluftuation. 'Tis not 
:hout reafon that Childhood and Simplicity have been 
much recommended by Truth itfelf. For my part, I 
d rather be more at my Eafe, with lefs Ability ; more 
itcnted, with lefs Underftanding. Therefore, Sir, tho* 
t Men of moft refined Parts laugh at our Concern for 
lat may pafs in the World after we are departed from it, 
if the Soul when lodged elfewhere had no longer any 
ding for Things below, yet I think 'tis a great Com- 
"t with refpeft to the Frailty and Ihort Space of this 
£e, to think that 'tis capable of being ftrengthened and 
>longed by Fame and Reputation ; and I moft heartily 
^e into fo pleafant and favourable an Opinion, which is 
late in us originally, without a curious Enquiry into 
5 How or the Wherefore. From hence it is, that as I 
'"ed no Mortal fo well as M. de la Boetia^ the greateft 
an of this Age in my Opinion, I fhould think it a grofe 
ilure of my Duty if I wittingly fufFered a Charafter fo 
grant and fo worthy of Recommendation as his to va- 
li and flip out of my Remembrance, and if 1 did not 
on that fcore attempt to revive and raife him again to 
fe. I believe that he is fenfible of it in fome mcafure, 
d that thefe Efforts of mine affeft and pleafe him. la 
Uh, he ftill lodges in my Breaft fo entire and fo lively 
It I cannot think him fo deeply under Ground, nor 

totally removed from our Correfpondence. Now, 
•» becaufe every frefh Difcovery which I make of his 
^on and Character is as a Multiplication of this fe- 
nd Life of his, and becaufe his Name is ennobled 
d honoured from the Place that receives it, 'tis in- 
txibent on me not only to caufe it to be propagated 

the utmoft of my Power, but alfo to recommend it 

the Care of Perfons of Honour and Virtue, in the 
Umber whereof you have fo high a Station, that in 
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order to afford you an Opportunity of receiving this n( 
Gueft, and giving him a good Welcome, I chofe to 
prefcnt you with this fmall Work, not for any Service 
that you may reap from it, being very fure that you have 
no need of an Interpreter, to converfe with Plutarch and 
his Companions ; but 'tis ppffible that Miadame de Roijfy^ 
when fhe fees the Decorum in her Houfhold, and your 
good Harmony reprefented to the Life, will be well 
pleafed to find her natural Difpofition, not only to have 
attained to, but even to have furmounted what the wifeft 
Philofophers have been able to conceive of the Duty and 
Laws of Marriage. And in all Cafes, I fhall ever efteem it 
an Honour if it lies in my Power, to do any thing that 
may give You or Yours a Pleafure ; fuch is my Obligation 
to ferve You, 

Sir, I pray God to give You a Life long and happy, 
being 

Montaignej Your humble Servant, 

4t^lZ0^ 1570. njr^ I, 1 J HA- 

Mchael de Montatgne, 



LETTER IIL 

Printed before Boetia's "Tranjlation of Plutarch's Letter of 
Confolation to his Wife^ and infcribed by Montaigne, 

ToMadamoiselle de Montaigne, my Wife. 

YO U know. Wife, very well that according to the 
Fafhion of the fine Gentlemen now a-days, you 
are not to expeft to be ftill courted and carefled. For 
they fay, that a Man of Parts may indeed take a Wo- 
man, but that he is a Fool if he marry her. Let them fay 
as they lift j for my own part, I keep to the plain Fafliion 
of old Age, of which I now and then wear the Beard. 
And in truth Novelty is fo expenfive even now to this 
poor State (and yet I know not whether it may not ftill 
rife higher) that in all Cafes and Places I wafli my 
Hands of it. Let you and I, Wife, hve after the. old 

French 
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icb way. You may remember how that dear Brother 
inieparable Companion of mine, M. de la BoetiCy did 
lis Death-bed give me his Papers and Books, which 
afterwards my mod favourite Furniture. I neither 
e nor deferve that they Ihould be applied folely to my 
)wn Ufe. For this Reafon I have refolved to give 
of them to my Friends. And, becaufe I think I 
none more intimate than yourfelf, I fend you his 
'h 7Vanflation of Plutarch's Letter of Confolation to 
'^ife^ being very forry, that Fortune his rendered this 
itable a Prefent for you, and that though you have 
no Child but one Daughter, after long Expeftation, 
I we had been married four Years, you were forced 
irt with her in the fecond Year of her Age. But I 
I it to Plutarch to confole you, and to admonifh you 
our Duty in this Cafe, defiring that you would for 
Take give him credit : For he will difcover my Inten- 
i to you, and what may be urged Upon this head, 
h better than I Ihould. To conclude, Wife, I ear- 
ly recommend myfelf to your Favour, and pray God 
Tcferve you. I am 

Parisy Your good Hufband, 

' ^^ * AUchael de Montaigne. 



LETTER IV. 

^td before fome Latin Verfes of Stephen dc la Boetia. 
Monfeigneur^ Mon/teur de VHoffital^ Chancellor of 
ranee. 

iONSEIGNEUR, 

• 

i A V E a Notion th^ fuch Gentlemen as you, to 
vhom Fortune and the Reafon of Things have com- 
ed the Adminiftration of the public Affairs, arc not 
5 curious ia any Enquiry, than how you may attain 
OL. III. . Gg to 
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to the Knowledge of the Men in your OfHces ; for 
i^ fcarce any Community fo barren, bur it has 
enough in it for the commodious Difcharge of aB 
Functions, provided its Department and Juxtfdiffion 
be juftly laid out. And when that Point is once 
there would be nothing remaining to hinder the 
Compofition of a State. Now the more dcfirablcthb 
the more difficult it is, forafmuch as neither yourE] 
can fs-'e fo far, as to try and chufe in fo great and lb 
a Multitude, nor can they penetrate to the Bottoa 
Men's Hearts, to difcovcr their Intentions and thdr ' 
fcicnccs, the chief Articks to be confidered ; fo dat 
was never yet any Eftabliftiment ever fo good, in 
we have not often obferved the Millake of fudi AlW 
ment and Election. And in thofe, where Ignorance 
Malice, Diflimulation, Bribery, Intrigues and YiA 
carry the Point, if any Eledtion is made mcritorionfc 
'tis undoubtedly to be afcribed to Fortune, which bf * 
Inconftancy of its various Turns happened this one tfac 
to fall into the Train of Reafon. This Confidcnflon," 
Sir, has often been my Comfort, knowing M.5lftfto^ 
la Boetiaj one of the moft proper and neceflary Men fe 
the chief Offices in France^ to have lived all hisDaysun- 
employed and neglefted by his own Firefide, to thcgita 
Damage of our Commonweal ; for as to his own part I 
mull tell you. Sir, that he fo abounded in thofe Po&tos 
and Trcafur^s which defy Fortune, that never was any 
Man more fitisiied or more contented. I know indeed 
that he was advanced to thofe Dignities of his Neighbour- 
hood, which are reckoned great j and I know moit^ 
that never was any Man .better qualified for thflBi j^ 
that at 32 Years of Age when he died, he had acquW 
greater Reputation in that Clafs than any of his iWt* 
ceffors. But furely 'tis unreafonable to let a Man w 
would make a good Officer, remain a common SolOT 
and to employ thofe in mean Offices who would afl ^ 
in the chief. The Truth is, that his Abilities wtfcn« 
eiiiployed to the beft Advanta^, nor fufficjehtly excrtcdi 

fo that over and above his Office, he had a Surpto" 

grat 



2 

fe 



5] 



V 



APPENDIX. 4CI 

Talents that were idle and unprofitable, which 
; have been of Service to the pubUc ASkirs, and an 
lur to himfelf. But, Sir, fmce he was fo backward 
(h himfelf into the Grand Monde, it not being the 
f Virtue and Ambition to lodge in one Bread*, and 
lived in Times fo ftupid or fo full of Envy, that he 
notpoflibly have any Afliftance from another's Te- 
ny of him, I long prodigioufly, that at lead his Me- 
I which alone muft now and ever lay claim to the Of- 
)f our Friendftiip, may receive the Reward of his 
, and that it may have a Place in the Recommen- 
I of Perfons of Honour and Virtue. For this Rea- • 
!ir, I was defirous of bringing him to Light, and 
iting him to you by thefe few Latin Verfea that he 
rft behind him. Quite contrary to the Mafon who 
its the gaycft Part o? his Edi&ce towards^ the Street, 
othe Mercer who makes a Shew and Parade of the 

1 Sample of his Goods, the Things molt to be 
i in my Friend, the very Juice and Marrow of his 
:, went away with him, and we have nothing left of 
Dut the Bark and the Leaves. The Man who is ca- 

of difplaving the well-regulated Sallies of his Ima- 
Lon, his fiiety, his Virtue, his Juftice, the Vivacity 
s Temper, the Weight and Solidity of -his Judg- 
, the Sublimicy of his Conceptions, fo far exalted 

2 thofe of the Vulgar, his Learning, the Graceful- 
:hat ufually accompanied all his Actions, the tender 
t which he had for his wretched Country, and his 
al and avowed Averfion to every Vice, but efpe- 

to that bafe Traffick which is fcreened under the 
urable Name of Juftice, would certainly kindle a 
.]ar AfFedtion for him in the Breaft: of all good M«n, 
d with a wonderful Regret for the Lofs of him. But, 
ihis is fo far out of my Power, that he never had a 
ught of leaving any Evidence to Pofterity of the 
^ of his Studies, and nothingremains thereof but wh^t 
Jote now and then to pafs away the Time. Be this 

will, I intreat you, Sir, to receive hiai with a good 
■^tcnance j and as we often judge of th? Greater by 
--cfs, and as the very Paftimes of great Men give ar^ 

G g 2 V^tV^N^\- 
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honourable Idea to the clearfighted, of theSource from which 
they fpring, I hope you will by this Work of his rife to 
the Knowledge of himfelf, and by corifequencc love and. 
embrace his Name and Memory. In fo doing. Sir, you 
will but render an Equivalent to the very fettled Opinion 
which he had of your Virtue, arid alfo accomplifh what 
he exceedingly longed for whilft he lived. For there was 
not a Man in the World, in whofe Acquaintance and 
Friendfhip he thought himfelf more happythan in yours. 
But if any one takes it ill that I make fo bold with other 
People's Concerns, I muft tell him, that never was any 
thing more exadly written or delivered in the Schools of 
the Philofi^hers, concerning the Prerogatives and Duties 
of facred Friendfhip than what was the Pradice betwixt 
this Perfonage.and Me. For the reft. Sir, this trivial 
Prefent, like killing two Birds with one Stone^ will ferve, 
if you pleafe, to Ihew you the Honour and Veneration 
in which I hold your Abilities, and Angular inherent Qua- 
lities ; for as to fuch as are external and fortuitous, ds 
not my Fancy to bring them into the Accompt. 
Sir, I pray God to grant you very happy long Life, 

Monmgne^ Your obedient humble Servant, 

April Tpy 1570. 

Michael de Montaigne. 



L E T T E R V. 

Or rather an Extrad of a Letter, which Monfieur the Cctm- 
fellor de^ Montaigne, wrote to his Father Monfeigneur de 
Montaigne, containing fome Particulars which he obferved^ 
of the Si chiefs and Death of the late M. de la Boetia. 

AS to his laft Words, if a good Account of them is 
to be expefted fjom any Hand, 'tis undoubtedly 
trom mine; not only becaufe all the Time of his Sicknefs, 
he was not fo fond of convcrfing with any-body as wirk 
me, bin alfo becaufe, fuch was the Angular and Brotherly 

Love 
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• Love wc bore to one another, that I had a mofl: certain 
- Knowledge of his Defigns, Opinions, and Temper, all. 
his Life-tinfie, as much no doubt as it was poffible for 
V any one Man to know of another, and becaufe I knew 
them to be fublime, virtuous, determinate, and withal 
wonderful: I forefaw, that if his Diftemper would give 
him Strength to exprefs himfelf, nothing would come from 
his Lips but what was great, and very worthy of Imita- 
tion ; therefore I gave the utmoft Attention to it. 'Tis 
true, Monfeigneur, that as my Memory is very Ihort and 
moreover bewildered by the Trouble of my Mind for fo 
heavy and important a Lofs, it is impofTible but I may 
have forgot many Things which I could wilh were 
known ; but as for thofe which I recolleft, I will fend 
you them with the ftrifteft Regard to Truth that is pof- 
fible. For in order to reprefent him thus cruelly flop- 
ped in his worthy Progrefs •, to fliew you his invincible 
Courage in a Body broke down and demolifhed by the fu- 
rious Efforts of Pain and Death, would, I confefs, require 
a much better Stile than mine, becaufe, tho' when he 
'talked of grave and important Subjeds he mentioned 
them in fuch a manner that it was difficult to write them 
down fo well, yet it feemed at this Time as if there was 
an Emulation betwixt his Thoughts and his Words which 
fhould do him the laft Service. For fure I am that I ne- 
ver obferved him to have fo many and fuch fine Imagina- 
tions, and thofe uttered with fo much Eloquence as his 
were all the time of his lUnefs. Prefuming, Monfeigneur, 
that you would not miflike it, I have choie to bring into 
my Narrative his moft trivial and common Topicks, which 
having been delivered by him at that time, and in the 
Height of fo great an Affliftion, are a Angular Evidence 
of a Mind quite at Eafe, tranquil and fecure. 

On Monday the gt\i oi Auguji^ 1563, after I was come 
home from the Palais, I fent to invite him to dine with 
me. He retuTned me for Anfwer, with Thanks, that he 
was a little out of Order, and that I fliould do him a 
Fleafure if I would but fpcnd an Hour with him before 
he fct out for Medor. Soon after I had dined I waited on 
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him. He was lain down on the Bed with his Cloathcs 
on, and I found his Countenance ftrangely altered. He 1 1 
told me that he had a Loofenefs on him, attended with the 
Gripes, everfince the Day before when he played with 
M. d'Efcars^ and wore only a Doublet under a filk Gar- 
ment ; and that often when he caught a Cold it was at- 
tended with fuch Fits. I thought it proper that he fliould 
undertake the Journey he had intended, but advjfed him 
to go no farther that Evening than to Germignan^ which 
is but two Leagues out of Town. I did this the rather, be- 
caufe the Place where he lay was clofe to fome Houfcs 
that were infcftcd with the Plague, of which he was fome- 
what afraid, fince he returned from Perigord and the jlge- 
nois^ where it raged in all Parts 5 and befides I had for- 
merly myfelf found Benefit in fuch a Diftcmper as his 
was, by riding on Korfeback. Accordingly he fet out 
accompanied by his Wife and his Uncle M. de BcuiU 
Ivnas. 

Early the next Morning behold one of his Domeftics 
came to me from Mademoifelle de la Boetiaj to acquaint 
ftie that he had been feized that Night with a violent 
Dyflentery ; flie fent for a Doftor and an Apothecary, and 
defired me to come to him, which after Dinner I did. 

He was overjoyed to fee me, and when I was taking 
my Leave of him in order to return home, with a Pro- 
mife to vifit him again next Day, he defired me, with 
more AfFcftion and Importunity than ever he had begged 
any thing in his Life, to be with him as much as pof- 
fible ; this touched me a little to the quick. Yet I was 
adlually going away when Mademoifelle de la Boetiay who 
had already a foreboding of I know not what Calamity, 
intreated me with Tears in her Eyes that I would not 
ftir from him that Night. Accordingly (he prevailed pn 
mc to ftay, at which he was very milch cheered. Next 
Day I returned home, and on 'Thurfday 1 went to fee him 
again. His Diftemper was worfe, and his Flux of Blood, 
with the Gripings, which weakened him very much, in- 
creaftd every Houn 

On 



APPENDIX. 455 

■ On the Friday I faw him- again, and on Saturday I found 
him very low-fpirited. He then told me that his Diftem- 
per was of the contagious Kind, and moreover, that it 
was difagreeable and choleric j that he very well knew my 
Temper, and defired me to vifit him but now and then, 
yet as often as I could. After this I did not leave him. 
Till the following Sunday he had faid nothing to me of 
what he thought of his Being, and we difcourfed only 
about the particular Circumftances of his Malady, and 
what the antient Phyficians faid of it. We had very 
little Talk about public Affairs, which I found from the 
very firft Day, he had an Averfion to. But on the Su?> 
4ay he fainted away : and as he came to himfelf, he faid 
that all Things appeared to him in a Confufion, and that 
he had fcen nothing but a thick Cloud and an obfcure 
Mift, in which every thing was confounded and difor- 
dered -, but that neverthelefs all this Fit had given him no 
Difpleafure. Death, faid I then to him, has nothing 
worfe than this : Nay, nothing, replied he, fo bad. 

Having had no manner of Sleep fince the firft Attack 
of his Diftemper, and growing ftill worfe notwithftand- 
ing ail Remedies, fo that certain Draughts were now taken 
by him which are never ordered but in Cafes of the laft 
Extremity, he began from this Time to dcfpair altogether 
of his Recovery, and communicated his Thoughts to me. 
That fame Day, becaufe he was in good Temper, I laid 
to him, that confidering the extraordinary Affedlion which 
J bore to him, it would ill-become me if I did not take 
.care, that as all his A6lions in Health had been very pru* 
dent and well weighed, he Ihould continue to aft with 
the fame Pnidence in his Sicknefs -, and that if it were 
God's Will that he Ihould be worfe, I fhould be very 
forry that for want of Advice he (hould leave any of his 
Domcftic Affairs unfettled, not only by reafon of the Da- 
mage which his Relations might fuffer by it, but for the 
fake of his Reputation -, which piece of Advice he took 
very kindly at my Hands -, and after having folved fome 
Difficulties which kept him in Sufpence, he defired me to 
call his Uncle and his Wife fingly to him, that he might 

G g 4 give 



456 APPENDIX. 

give them to undcrftand, what he had rcfolved on as to 
his Will. I told him that would caft them down. No, 
No, faid he, I will comfort them, and give them much 
better Hopes of my Recovery than I entertain myfelf. 
And then he aflced me whether the Fainting-fits which 
he had, did not a little furprife us. That's of no Mo- 
ment faid I to him, thefe are Fits which arc common to 
fuch Diftempers. True Brother, replied he, 'tis of no 
Significance, tho' what you are moft afi-aid of fliould be 
the Confequence. To you alone, faid I, it would be a 
happy Turn, but ^he Hurt would be to me, who fhould 
thereby lofe the Company of fo Great, {o Wife and Sure a 
Friend, whofe Equal I am certain I fhould never find. 
*Tis very poflible, he added, that you never may ; and I 
affure you, that v/hat makes me fomewhat fblicitous for 
my Recovery, and not to haften to that Paflage to which 
I am gone already halfway, is the confideration of the 
Lofs you will fuftain, as well as that poor Man and peer 
Woman there (alluding to his Uncle and his Wife) whom 
I love intirely, and who, I am fure, will have much Dif- 
ficulty to bear the Lofs of Me ; which indeed will be a 
very great one, both to Them and You. I am alio con- 
cerned for the Regret it will be received with by many 
People, who have hitherto had a Love and Value fbrinc, 
and whofe Converfation verily, if I could help it, I own I 
fhould be glad not to lofe as yet. And it I go off the 
Stage of this World, I intreat you Brother, as you know 
them, to give them a Teftimony of the Friendlhip I re- 
tain for them, to the laft Breath of my Life : And more- 
over Brother, I was not born perhaps to fo little Purpofe, 
but I have had it in my Power to ferve the common 
Caufe. But be this as it will, I am ready to depart when 
it (hall pleafe God, being very fure that I ftiall enjoy the 
Eafe you have foretold to me. And, as to You my 
Friend, I know you to be fo wife, how much foever it af- 
fedls you, that you will neverthelefs conform patiently 
and willingly to whatever it Ihall pleafe his Divine Ma- 
jefty to order concerning-'me ; and I befeech you to take 
care that the Mourning for my Departure may not drive 
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<hat Good Man and Good Woman out of the Pale of 
their Rcafon. He then afked me how they behaved al- 
ready, I told him very well confidering the Importance of 
the- Cafe. I fuppofe fo, faid he, now that they have ft ill 
ibme Hopes ; but fhould I once deprive them of any 
Hopes, you will be much perplexed to keep them in Tem- 
per, In pftrfuance of this Regard for them, he always 
concealed from them the certain Perfuafion he had of his 
Death, as long as he lived, and earneftly begged me to 
behave in the fame manner. When he faw them near 
him, he affefted to look brifk and gay, and fed them with 
flattering Hopes. 

I now left him to go and call them. They compofcJ 
their Countenances the beft they could for a while •, and 
after we were feated round his Bed, we four being all 
alone, he (poke as follows with a fettled Countenance, as 
it were quite gay : ' My Uncle and my Wife, I affure 
you upon my Credit, that no frelh Attack of my Di- 
ftemper, or Mifapprehenfion that I have of my Reco- 
very, has put it into my Head to call you, in order to 
apprize you of my Intention ; for God be praifed, I am 
very well and full of Hopes ; but having long been 
convinced, both by Experience and Study, of the little 
Security that is to be placed in the Inftability and In- 
conftancy of human Affairs, and even of the Uncer- 
tainty of that Life whereof we are fo fond, which is 
neverthelefs but Smoke and a meer Nothing •, and con- 
fidering alfo, that becaufe I am fick, I am fo much the 
nearer advanced to the Danger of Death, I am re- 
folved to put my Domeftic Affairs in Order before I 
die, after having firft taken your Advice.* And then ad- 
drefling his Difcourfe to his Uncle. * My good Uncle, 
' Jiud hcy were I at this Hour to give you an Account of 
the great Obligations I have to you, I fhould not know 
where to end. 'Tis enough for me that hitherto where- 
foever I have been, and with whomfoever I have talked, 
I have always faid that whatever a wife, good and moft 
bountiful Father could do for his Son, all this have you 
* done for me j both for the Care that was neceflary to 

' give 
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* give mc good Learning, and when you were plea(ed to 

* pufli mc into public Employments ; {o that the whole 

* Courfe of my Life has been full of great and praifc- 

* worthy Offices of your Friendthip towards me : In 
*• Ihort, whatever I have, I hold from you, and acknow- 

* ledge that I am obliged for to you, who have been 

* to me a Father indeed ; fo that as the Son of the Fa- 

* mily, I have ho Power to difpofe of any things un- 

* lefs you are pleafed to give me Leave.' He then was 
filcnt, and ftaid till Sighs and Sobs gave his Uncle Lci- 
fure to anfwer him, that whatever he thought fit would 
be always very acceptable to him. Having purpofcd at 
%e fame time to make him his Heir, he dcfired him to 

accept of his Eftate. 

And then turning his Difcourfe to his Wife, * My 

* Likenefs, faid he, (for fo he often called her on account 

* of fome antient Relation betwixt them) as I have been 
**joined to you by the facred Tye of Marriage, which is 

* one of the moft refpeftable and inviolable Obligations 

* which God has laid upon us here below for keeping up 

* human Society, I have loved, cherilhed and cfteemed 

* you as far as I was able ; and am fully aflUred that you 

* have returned xne a reciprocal AfFeftion, which I can- 
*^ not fufficiently acknowledge. I deli re you to take that 
' Share of my Goods which I give you, and to content 

* yourfelf therewith, tho' I know indeed that 'tis very 

* little cbmpared with your Deferts. 

After this, addreffing himfelf to me, ' My Brother, 

* /aid hCy whom I love fo dearly, and whom I have cho- 

* fen out of fuch a Multitude, in order to renew that vir- 
' tuous and fincere Friendfliip with you, the Exercife of 

* which has by the Vices of the Age been fo long unknown 

* to us that there are only fome old Traces left of it in the 

* Memory of Antiquity, I befeech you as a Token of my 

* AfFcdtion for you, to accept of the Gift of my Library 

* and Books, a Prefent very fmall, but given with a good 

* Heart, and which is the fitter for you confidering you 
' are a Lover of Learning. This will ferve you as a 

* jixvjjjuLca-uycy, or a Remembrancer of your Companion/ 

Then 
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Then addreffing himfclf to all three of us in general, 
he blefled God that in a Cafe of fiich Extremity he was 
accompanied by all thofe that were the deareft to him in 
the World, and faid, he thought it a very goodly Sight 
to fee four Perfons affembled together fo well agreed, and 
united in Friendlhip, not doubting, he faid, that we all 
loved one another unanimoufly, each one for the fake of 
the others. And after having recommended us to one 
another, he proceeded thus : Having now fettled my 
Temporal Affairs, I muft alfo think of my Spirituals, 
1 am a Chriftian •, I am a Catholic ; Such I have lived 
and fuch I am determined to die. Send for a Prieft to 
come to me, for I am not willing to be deficient in thii 
laft Duty of a Chriftian. 

With this Particular he ended his Difcourfe, which he 
had carried on with fuch a fteady Countenance, fuch a 
Strength of Language and Voice, that whereas when I 
entered his Chamber, I found him weak, mighty flowi^n 
the Uttcranqe of his Words, his Pulfe very low, as if he 
had a lingring Fever, and tending to Death, his Counte- 
nance quite pale and wan •, he feemed now, as if it had 
been by a Miracle, to have refumed frefh Vigour, with a 
more ruddy Complexion and a ftronger Pulfe, fo that I 
made him feel mine in order to compare them together* 
At that Inftant my Heart was fo funk that I could fcarce 
anfwer him a Word. But two or three Hours after, in 
order to keep up his noble Courage, and alfo becaufe I 
wilhed, from the tender Cohcjrn I had all my Life long 
for his Honour and Glory, that there were more Witnelfes 
of fo many ftrong Proofs of his Magnanimity, by hav- 
ing a larger Company in his Chamber, I faid to him, that 
I blufhed for Shame to think that my Courage failed me 
m the Hearing of what he, who was fo great a Sufferer, 
had the Courage to tell me •, that hitherto I had thought, tha^t 
God fcarce ever gave us fo great an Advantage over hu- 
man Incidents, and could hardly believe what I had read 
of it in fome Hiftories -, but that having now feen fuch 
a Proof of it, I praifed God that I had found it in a Per- 
Ibn, by whpm I was fo much beloved, and who was 

to 
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to mc fo dear, and that this would fcrve me as an Ex- | 
ample to aft the fame part in my Turn. 

He interrupted me by defiring I would behave fo, and 
demonftrate by the Effeft, that the Converfation we had 
had in the time of our Health, was not only oral but 
deeply engraved on our Hearts, and ready to be put in 
Execution upoa the firft Occafion that offered, adding, 
that this was the true Pradice of our Studies, and of Phi- 
lofophy. Then taking me by the Hand, ' My Brother, 

* my Friend, faid he^ I aflure thee I have done many 

* Things, I think, in my Life, with as much Pain and 

* Difficulty as I do this. And when all is faid and done, 

* *tis a long while ago fince I was prepared for it, and 

* that I had got all my LefTon by Heart. But is. it not 
^ enough to have Uved to my Age ? I was juft entering 

* into my 33d Year. By God's Grace all my Days 

* hitherto have been healthy and happy v. but thro' the 

* Jnconftancy of human Affairs they could not continue 

* fo longer. It was now Time to launch into ferious Af- 

* fairs, and to expeft to meet with a thoufand unpleafant 

* Scenes, as particularly the Inconveniencies of old Age, 

* of which I am by this Means quit : And befidcs, 'tis 

* probable that I have lived to this Hour with more In- 

* nocence and lefs Ill-nature than I fhould have done, if 

* God had permitted me to live till my Head had been 

* filled with the Care of getting Wealth and Eafe. As 

* for my part, I am certain that I am going to God, and 

* the Seat of the Blefled.' But now, becaufe my Coun- 
tfeiance betrayed fome Uneafinefs at thefe Words of 
his. What Brother^ faid he, would you pojfefs tne with 
Fear ? If I bad any Terror upon me^ whofe Bujinefs JhouU 
it be to take it off^ hut yours ? 

The Notary, who was fent for to receive his laft Will 
and Teftament coming in the Evening, I made him com- 
mit it to Writing, and then went to aflc him whether he 
was not willing tp fign it : Not fign it, faid he, I will 
fign it with my own Hand.. But I wifli Brother that they 
had given me more Time, for I find myfelf extremely 
weary, and fo weak that I am in a manner fpent. I was 

going 
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going to change theDifcourfe, but he recovered himfclf on 
a fudden, and faid to me, that he had not very long to 
live, and he defired of me to know whether the Notary 
wrote a fwift Hand, for he fhould fcarce make any Paufe 
in didtating, I called the Notary to him, and he dic- 
tated his Will to him on the Spot, fo faft that he had 
much ado to keep Pace with him. When he had made 
an End, he defired me to read it to him, and faid to me : 
See, what it is to take care of that fine Thing our 
Riches. Sunt h^ec qita bominibus vocantur Bona, i. c, 
Thefe are the Things that Men call Good. After the 
Will was figned, his Chamber being full of People, he 
afkcd me if Talking would do him any Harm j I faid 
No ; provided he fpoke foftly. 

Then he called Mademoifelle ds Saintquentin, his Niece, 
to him, and fpoke to her thus. ' My dear Niece, I 

* think that ever fmce I have known- you, I have fcen the 

* Rays of a very good Nature fparkle in your Counte* 

* nance ; but thefe laft Offices which you perform with 

* {6 much Affedion and Diligence in my prefent Neoef- 

* fity, give me very great Hopes of you, and really I 
^ am obliged to you and thank you, moil afFedbionatdy. 

* Now in order to difcharge my Confcience, I advifc 

* you in the firft place to devote yourfelf to God, for 

* this is no doubt, the principal Part of our Duty, and 

* that without which no other Aftion of ours can be 

* either Good or Goodly ; and when fuch Devotion is 
^ hearty, it neceffarily draws after it all other virtuous 
' A&ions. Next to God, you muft love and honour 
' your Father and your Mother, even your Mother 
' my Sifter, whom I take to be one of the beft 
^ and moft prudent Women in the World ; and defire 
' you to regulate your Life by her Example. Don't 
' fufFer yourfelf to be drawn afide by Plcafures. 
^ Avoid as a Peftilence thofe filly Familiarities with 

* which you fee the Women fometimes indulge the Men ; 
' for tho* there may be no Harm in them at firft, yet 
' by little and little they corrupt the Mind, and lead it 
' CO a thoughtleis State, and irom thence to the abomin- 
able 
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•^ able Sink of Vice. Believe me, the furcft Proteftion 

* of a young Woman's Chaftity is Gravity. I defirc 

* you, (and expeft you will remember me by frequendy 

* recollefting the Friendfhips I have fhewed you) not to 

* complain and grieve yourfelf for the Lois of Me; and 

* as lar as is in my Power, I lay all my Friends under 

* the fame Prohibition, fince it would look as if they 
' envied the Happinefs of which by the Favour of 

* Death, I (hall foon fee myfelf in Poffeflion ; and affurc 

* yourfelf, my Girl, that if God was now to indulge me 
' with the Choice, whether of living my Life over again," 

* or of finilhing the Journey which I have begun, I 

* (hould be aftually at a Lofs which to chufe/ My dear 
Niece, Jdieu. 

He then called to Mademoifelle d^Arfaty his Daughter 
in Law, and faid to her : ' My Daughter, you have no 
' great need of Admonitions from me, as you have a 

* Mother whom I have found fo prudent, fo very con- 
*- fbrmable to my Temper and Inclinations, that flic never 
^ once offended me. You will be very well inftrudled 
' by fuch a Tutorefs : And don't think it ftrange if I, 

* who am not related to you by Blood, have a Care and 

* Anxiety for you. For fince you are the Daughter of 

* a Perfon fo near to me in Alliance, 'tis impoffible hue 
' I muft alfo be touched with whatever concerns you. 

* At the fame time I have ever taken as much Care of the Af- 

* fairs of M. d^Arfat your Brother, as if they were my own. 

* You have enough both of Wealth and Beauty. You 
' are a Gentlewoman of a good Family. You have no- 
' thing more to do than to grace them both with the Ta- 

* lents of the Mind, which I defire you would not fail rf 
' doing. I do not forbid you that Vice which is fo de- 

* tellable in Women ; for I am not willing fo much as to 
' think you can ever entertain a favourable Thought of 
' it, nay, I am of Opinion that you abhor the very Name 

* of it.' My Daughter in Law, Farewell. 

Though the whole Chamber was full . of weeping and 
wailing, it did not interrupt the Thread of his Difcourfc, 
which were pretty long. But after he had made an End, 

he 
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he ordered every one to quit his Room except his Garriibn, 
which was the Name he gave to his Maid-fervants. Ahd 
then calling to my Brother de Beauregard^ he faid to him ; 
M. de Beauregard^ I thank you very heartily for th6 
Pains you take for me. I have fomething very much 
at Heart, which I long to tell you, and will therefore 
with your Leave difcover it to you.' And being en- 
couraged by my Brother, he proceeded thus. * I fwear 
to you that of all who have let about the Reforniatioii 
of the Church, I never thought there was any on6 
Man that entered upon it with better Zeal and a mort 
intire, fincere and undifguifed AfFcftion than you: 
And I verily believe, you was excited to it merely by 
the Vices of our Prelates^ who undoubtedly (land in 
need of great Amendment, and by certain Imp«fec- 
cions, that have in a Courfe of Time crept into our 
Church. I do not wifh at this Juncture to difliiade you 
from it, as I do not willingly delire any-body to do any 
thing whatfoever againft his Confcience« But I would 
fain caution you, that in regard to the good Reputatkm 
which your Family has acquired by their perpetual 
Agreement, a Family than which not one in the World 
is dearer to me. (Good God, where is fiich another Fa- 
mily as this, which never did an Adion unbecoming an 
hoheft Man!) in regard to the Will of your Father^ 
that good Father to whom you are fo much obliged, 
and of your Uncle, and for the Sake of your Brethren, 
you would avoid coming to Extremities ; Bfe not fo 
(harp and fo viplent ; accommodate yourfelf to them^ 
Make no feparate Combination nor Party; but unite 
yourfelves together. You fee what Riiin thefe Diflen- 
cions have brought upon this Kingdom, and I can aiTure 
you that they will be attended with ftill greater Mifchiefs : 
And as you are not deficient either in Wifdom or Good- 
nefs, be cautious of bringing your Family into thefe 
Iticonveniencies, for fear they fliould deprive it of the 
Honour and Happinefs which it has enjoyed to this 
Hour. Take what I fay to you. Sir, in good part, 
• and for a fure Tcftimony of the Fricndfhip which I bear 

' to 
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* to you. For with this View I hitherto referved my 

* mention of it to you -, and perhaps the Condition in 

* which you now fee me ipeaking it will give my Words 

* more Weight and Authority with you/ My Brother 
thanked him very much. 

On the Monday Morning he was fb bad that he quitted 
all Hopes of Life ; infomuch that the very next Time he 
faw me, he in a very deplorable Tone faid : * Bro- 

* therj have you no Pity for the many Torments that I 

* fufFer ? Don*t you now fee, that all the Relief you give 

* me ferves only to prolong my Pain V Soon after this he 
fainted ; fo that we began to give him over for dead : At 
length by the Power of Vinegar and Wine he was re- 
vived. But he did not live long after, and hewing us la- 
ment about him, he faid : My Godj who is it torments me 
fo? Why was I robbed of that profound andpleafant Reft 
which I bad ? Pray leave me to myfslf And then hearing 
me, h6 faid. And you too^ Brother, are not willing neither 
that Ifhould be cured. Oh^ what Edfe do you deprive me 
of I At laft being a little more come to himfelf, he 
deiired a little Wine, and liking it well, iaid ta me, 
*twas the bell Liquor in the World. No furely^ faid I, 
for Argument fike, Ulster is the beft. Tes, without doubt ^ 
replied he. Water is an excellent Thing, ucOwg a^ov. 
His extreme Parts even to his Face were now become as 
cold as Clay, attended with a Death-fweat, which ran 
down all his Body, and he had fcarce any Sign of aPulfc 
left. This Morning he confefTed to his Prieft, who did 
not bring all the Neceflaries with liim, and therefore could 
not celebrate the Mafs. But on Tuefday Morning M. de 
la Boetiakm for him to affift him as he faid, in the Per- 
formance of the laft Duty of a Chriftian. Confequendy 
he heard Mafs and received the Sacrament. And when the 
Prieft was taking Leave of him, he faid : ' My fpiritual 

* Father, I humbly befeech it of you, and thofe who are 

* under your Charge, to pray to God for me, that if it 

* be ordered in the moft facred Rolls of the Decrees of 
^ God that I fhould now end my Days, that he would 

* take Pity on my Soul, and forgive me my Sins, which 

arc 
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* are without Number, as it is not poffible for fo vile 

* and bafe a Creature as I am, to perform the Com- 

* mands of fo High and Mighty a Mailer; or if it 

* feemeth good to him, that I fhould tarry longer in 

* this World, beg of him to put a fpeedy Period to the 

* Agonies which I fuffer -, and that he would be fo gra- 

* cious to me, as to guide my Steps hereafter in the Path 

* of his holy Will, and to make me better than I have 

* been.* At this Period he Hopped a little to take 
Breath, and feeing that the Prieft was going away, he 
recalled him, and faid to him : M am willing to de- 

* clare this alfo in your Prefence : I protelt, that as I 

* have been baptifed and have lived, io I am willing to 

* die, in the Faith and Religion which Mofes firft plan- 

* ted in Egypt^ which the Patriarchs received after- 

* wards in Judaa^ and which in the Progrefs of Time has 

* been handed down to us in France/ It feemed as if 
Hq would fain have, Ipoke a little more if he had been 
able to have held out; but he concluded wiih.defiring 
his Uncle and me to pray to God for him ; this being, he 
laid, the beft Office that Chriftians can perform for one an- 
Othen In fpeaking he happened to uncover his Shoulder, 
and defired his Uncle to cover it again, tho' he had a Valet 
nearer to him: And then looking upon me, he faid, /»- 
genui eft J cut mulium debeas, eipiurimutn velle debere. '1 is 
the Quality of an ingenuous Mind to defire to be un- 
der ftill greater Obligation to the Perfon whom we are 
much obliged to already. In the Afternoon M. de Belot 
came to vifit him, and taking him by the Hand, faid to him, 

* My Friend, I came hither. Sir, on purpofe to pay my 

* Debt, but 1 have found a worthy Creditor, who has 

* forgiven it me.* A Uttle after, ftarting fuddenly out of 

* a Doze, he faid fFell^ well^ come when it willj I wait 
f^r it with Serenity andPIeafure. Words which he repeated 
two or three Times in his lUnefs. Alterwards as they were 
forcing open his Mouth to take a Draught, he faiil, turn- 
ing himfelf to M. de Beloty An vivtre tanti efti' h Life 
worth all this ado ? In the Evci-ing Death begun indeed 
at Night to ftrikc him with its Arrows, and as I was 

Hh at 
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at Supper, he fent for me, being nothing now but Skin 
and Bones, or as he called himfelf, Non homo fed fpecies 
hcminis. Not a Man but of the human Race. And he faid 
to me with the utmoft Struggles : My Brother and Friend^ 
God grant that I may fee the Imaginations that I have jufi 
been entertained with^ realifed. After he had ftopt a while, 
and laboured hard with the deepeft 'Sighs for Utte- 
rance, for then the Tongue was beginning plainly to 
deny him its laft Office. I faid, what were tbofe Ideas, 
Brother ? Great faid he, very great. It never happened 
before, I added, that I had not the Honour of being made 
acquainted with all your Ideas •, will you not let me ftill 
enjoy that Confidence ? Tes furely. Brother, faid he, but *tis 
not in my Power to difcover them ; they are wonderful^ in- 
finite and unfpeakable. There he flopped, for he could 
proceed no farther; infomuch, that a little before he 
would fain have talked to his Wife, when he faid to her, 
with the moft chearful Countenance he could put on, 
that he had fomething to tell her ; and he feemed to 
ftrive to fpeak, but his Spirits failing, he called for a 
little Wine to raife them, but it fignified nothing ; for 
he fainted away on a fudden, and for a good while loft 
his Sight. Being now juft on the Confines of Death, 
and hearing the Lamentations of his Wife, he called her, 
and ft)oke thus to her : ' My Image, you torment your- 

• felr before the Time ; wont you pity me ? Take Cou- 

• rage. Verily I am more in Pain for what I fee you 

* futfer than what I feel myfelf, and with reafon, becaufe 

* as for the Evils which we feel of our own, 'tis not, pro- 

• perly fpeaking, we who feel them, but certain Senfes 
' which God has planted in us ; and, what we feel for others, 
' we feel by a certain Judgment and Faculty of Reafon- j 

* ing. But I fee I am going.' This he faid becaufe his | 
Spirits failed him. Now being afraid that he had frighted 
his Wife, he recovered himfelf and faid: I find myfelf in- 
dined to fleep : Good Night Wife, go your ways. This was 
the laft Leave he took of her. After flie was gone, 
Brother, faid he to me, keep clofe by me, if you pleafe\ 
and then either feeling the Darts of Death come thicker 
and Iharper, or elfe the Force of fome hot Medicine 

which 
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which they made him fwallow, he fpoke with a ftronger 
and more audible Voice, and turned himfelf in Bed with 
perfed Violence, fo that all the Company began to have 
fome Hopes, becaufe hitherto he had been fo very weak 
that we defpaired of him. Then amongft other Things 
he begged me again and again, with thegreateftAffeftion, 
to make room for him, fo that I was afraid he was deli- 
rious. Moreover, when I had gently remonftratcd to 
him that he was overpowered by his Diftemper, and that 
thefc were not the Words of a Man in his right Senfes -, 
he did not feem to be convinced, but repeated it ftili 
more ftrongly. Brother ^ Brother^ what wont you give me 
room ? infomuch that he forced me to convince him by Rea- 
fjtif and to fay co him, that (ince he breathed and talked 
he had by confcquence his Place. Tes^ yes faid he, i?ut 
that is not what I want ; and befides^ fay what you will^ I 
have no longer a Being. God will give you a better very 
foon, faid L Would to God Brother^ faid he^ I was 
there now ; I have longed to be gone thefe three Days 
paft. In this diftreflerf State he often called to me, in or- 
der, formoft part, to know whether I was near him. At 
kngth he inclined a little to reft, which confirmed us ftill 
more in our good Hopes ; fo that I went out of his Cham- 
ber to congratulate thereupon with Mademoifelle de la 
Boetia ; but about an Hour after naming me once 6v twice, 
and then fetching a deep Sigh, he gave up the Ghoit 
about 3 o'clock on IVednefday Morning, the i8th of Au- 
guft 1563, aged 32 Years, 9 Months and 17 Days. 



LETTER VI.* 

To Monfeigneur Monfeigneur de Montaigne, 

MONSEIGNEUR, 

IN obedience to your Commands laft Year at your Houfc 
at Montaigne^ I have with my own Hand put that great 

• I met wiA Ais Letter by way of Dedication of Raymond Sebon'^ Na- 
tural Theology, Tranflated into French by Micboil Seigneur de Mon- 
tmrni. Knight of the KingV Order, and Gentleman in ordinary ot his 
Privy Chamber. Printed at Roan by Joim de la Mere, A«. 1 04 1 . 

Spa^' 
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Spant/h Divine and Philofopher Raynumd de Sehan int» a 
French Drefc, and have as much as lay in mjr Power ftrip- 
ped him of that rough Mien and unpolite Alpedk, which 
he ftift appeared in to you ; {o that in my C^inion he is 
comely and complaifant enough to appear in the beft of 
Company. *Tis poffible that fome delicate curious Rea- 
ders may perceive, he has a little of the Gafcopie Turn and 
Byafs ; but they may be the more afliamed of their own 
Negligpnce, in fufiering a Perfon quite a Novice and a 
Learner to get the Start of them in this Work, Now 
Monfeigneur, ^tis but Reafon that it ihould be publifhed 
to the World, and have the Credit of your Name, bc- 
caufe what Amendment and Reformation it has is all 
owing to vou. Yet 1 plainly perceive, that if you fhould 

Eleafe to fettle Accompts with him, you will be very much 
is Debtor, fince in exchange for his excellent and moft 
religious Difcourfes, gif his mblime, /and as it were divine 
Conceptions, it will appear that you have only brought 
him Words and Language, a Merchandife fb mean am} 
vulgar, that he who has the greateft Stock of it is pei^r 
venture the worfe for it. 

Monfeigneur, I beg God to grant jrou a long and hscppj 
Life, 

Your moft humble ^nd moft obedient Son, 

Micbael de 



N. B. Mr. Cofte has inferted a Letter before this^ which 
is addrejfed to Mademoifelle de Paumier, but 'tis onl^ajhort 
cncy ofmeer Compliment. 
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Alcibiades lamfifedMufic from Tables Page 42! 

Alexander^ Virtue 27 

Alexander^ Follonjuers carried their Heads on one fide 1 76 

Alexander fl«^ Thaleftris 128 

Alexander emulous of his Father'' s ViSories ^15 

• Alexander 'j Fancies about lmni6rtali%ation ^j 

A\QX2CR.ditr enjoyed corporal Pleafures 421 

Alexander^ Labor and End of it 43^ 

Alteration^ nvhate'ver hurts and afionijhes 390 

Ambition y a Vice of Great Men 31^ 
American V Virtue betrayed them to the Spaniards 163, 164 

American^ Anfiuer to the Offers of the Spaniards 165 

American' J thought to be richer than thtf ijueri 168 

American Kings magnificent Garden 1 62 

Americans maffacred by the Spaniards 167, 168 

Amphitheatres rich andfumptuous . 1 j6 
Andreofe hanged by his Wife^ Joan ^ueen £/* Naples, for not being 

fufiiciently fumijhed \ 30 
Andron the Argian tra'velled over the Sands of LyhiB. tvithout drinking 394 
Animofity betivixt Caefar and Pompey 304 
AntigonusV Punifiment of the Treachery of his Enemy's Soldiers 1 2 
AntigonusV Excufe from gi'ving any thing to a Cynick 331 
Antiochas correBed his ovun Writings 2^^ 
AntiftheneSy nvhy he ad'vifedthe Athenians to employ Affes in Agri- 
culture as luell as Horfes 157 
Antifthenes ^VO//»/V»^ Socrates 385 
Apes 'very large taken by Alexander in the Indies 115 
Appearances fuperficial, carry a great Weight in all Things 190 
Appearances out^ward, Tefiimonies of internal Confiitution 27 
Appetites rare in Old Age 34 
Appetites of the Body ought not to be augmented by the Mind 138 
Apple of uifcord 309 
Apples of Hypomenes 55 
Arceiila^sV Anfnuer to a ^eftiony if it was pojfiblefor a Wife Man, 

or a Philofopher^ to be in Love 1 42 

ArchytasV Averfion to perfeSl Solitude 267 
Areopagites ordering the Parties to appear again after an Hundred 

Tears ^2^ 
Argyrafpides, Soldiers , punifl^ed for having betrayed their General \ l 

Ariftarchus his Opinion of the Conceitednefs of the World in his Time 384 
ArifUppus,y2iy/«§; tofome Youths <who blufhed at his going to a BanV' 

dy-houje 1 28 

Ariftippus, living as a Stranger in all places 267 
Ariftodemus, K. vjhat determined him to kill himfelf (i^ 

An^otlo's Opinion of Beauty 362 

Aridotle reproached for being too merciful 369, 

Arrogancy a VLTangling Enemy to Difcipline 384 

Afirologyy vohen it had not determined the Motion of the Moon 319 
Atalanta Averted from her Way, loft the Race 55 

A tl antes, a People ivho never dream 4*^ 

AttalasV Precept againfifoft Beds 395 

Athens 
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■f Athens compared to Ladies ofPleafure Page 8 c 

A*varice has no greater Impediment than it/elf 296 
Auguflin [St.] his Account of the Transformation of a Man into a 

Horfe after his eating Cheefe , 328 

■ Aufierity of James King of Naples and Sicily 50 

Aufierity of Life affeSied hyfome Churchmen f ^2 

Aufierity of Mens Decrees renders the Propenjion of Women more violent 94 

Authority of the Counfels of Kings ought to be prefer^ed^ andho'w 195 

B. 

BAlbus'j tranquil Life 172 

Bajhfulnefs an Ornament to young People 77 

. BeaftSf naturally folicitous of their Prefer*vation 358 

.. Beauty y ijuhatis^ and hoiu much it ought to be efieemed 362 

I Beauties of the P erf on njohen preferred to thofe of the Mind 49 

Beauties paintedy reckoned among Deformities 142 

Beauties of federal Sorts 363 

^ Beautiful Perfons are fit to command 362 

'; Beds foft defpifed 395 

Benefit, Reproach of one thai is eonferredy odious z^z 

Beautiful, called Good 362 
J Belie*vers, ^whether the Number of them is a Proof that they have 

Truth on their fide 32 1, 322 

"SiovCs frank Defcription of his Original 258 

Births and Burials interfiled in the PrecinSls of the IJli of Delos^ 119 

Bijextile Day 318 

Bloody 'flux , flighted only as a Loofenefs 338 

Body^s Health and Vigor the Caufe of the Sprit elinefs of the Mind 7 1 

Body'^s Relation to and Connexion nvith the Soul 3^0^ 36 1 

Boldnefs and Courage of the Indians 162 

Books ^without Learning, Walls voithout Stone or Brick 21 

Books, their Pleafure and Inconvenience 52 

Books <written upon Love 90 

Books ufeful, and good, and yet no Credit to their Authors 202 

Bounty and Benefits preferred before Valour 243 

Bounty rare, the more beautiful andattra&ive 240 

Brachman Virgins 47 

Bread ^without Salt 419 

Broth of Eringo's, or Burfi-viort, taken to oblige th$ Ladies 406 

Bufinefs, MarkofUnderftandinginfomeMen 290 

Bufinefs of moft part of Men is a Farce 300 

C. 

CiEfar'j War voith Pompey 304 

Caefar did eryoj Corporal Pleafures 43 1 

Calicut Nobility 81 

CamtiyfesV Dream that made him put his Brother to Death 66 

CanacreV Servants hanged for betraying him 1 3 

Capacity unfit for the Management ofpMic Affairs 274 

Capacity greater in euherfe than in pr:fferous Fortune tio, 297 

Capets 
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Caffis thi Meaning of that Term pj 

Carriage^ ridiculous ^ of a Gentleman in his own Houfe 

Carthaginians in nuhat Cafe they funijbid ibeir ^viilorieus Gtnerds 

Cato'i vigorous Fittue 

Cattlh mttgnifcent betn»ixt Q^oandCxi£co 

Ctr£Tnonia troublefome 

Ofa.es tvijtlfin the Theatn ai Rome 

(ysance las a very great Share in human Anions 

Change pleajiiig tt men 

Change gives Form to Injuftice and Tyranny 

Chariots drais:n by four Oxen 

Chafti/ement of Offences ought to be performed nmtheui j/f^er 

Cbaftity *voFwed and kept on the Wedding-Dqy 

{Jbaftityy ho-iv hard it is for Women to f referee theirs 

(Aafiitys Dutyy or Obligation hard to praitife 

€3»afiity corrupted by thofe <who are leaf to be feared 

Chafiity extreme offome Women , 

Cbaftity doth principally lye in the Will 

Chafiity of Womeny too nice an InJheSion into itpemicims 

Chelonis^ the Daughter of one King^ and Wife of another, hergme^ 

rous Temper 
Chefwing accounted unbecoming 
Children how ought to hephwidedfor by their Fathers 
(Snldren attach Men to Futurity 
C3Mlren not much to be covet ed^ ivhy 
China, printing there 

Chinefe Officers for difributing Rewards and Punijhmeuts 
Cicero V Opinion of afolitary Life 
Chirurgeon, his End, or Fietv 
Chirurgeons of Greece, performed on Scaffolds 
Choafpes, Ri'ver, the Water of it the confant Be^verage oftheFet- 

iian Kings 
Cholic as long lived as Men 
Chryiippus druni in his Legs 

Cinna, a remarkable A^on in the Civil War ageanft Mm 
Ciandius, Emperor, a Cuckold 

Cleanthesy hovo much he got by the Labor of his own Hands 
Coaches, ofvuhat ufe in Battles 

Coaches made ufe of by the Hungarians againft the Turks 
Coaches of the Emperors dramjn by feveral Animals 
Codpieces <wom heretofore 
Coin, the Ufe of it unknovjn in the Indies 
Comedians touched to the quick in the Ading of their Parts 
Commanding mixt nvith vexatious Thoughts 
Command, difficult and troublefome Employment 
Commentators, vohyfo numerous 
CoMfnerce, or Acquaintance 'with Books 
Common Place Books ofvohatTJfe 
Company accidental upon the Road generally troullefonu 
Complacency andSatisfa&ion m doing Good 
Cmplaints eafe Grief ^ 
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^ CondemnattonSfto*whatEnd Page 1 78 

Conduit of the Females to be left in a great meafitre to their own Dif- 

cretton 1 27 

Conduit of ourfel'uesy the principal Charge of every one 294. 

ConfeJJion Jhotud he free and hold 7 3 

. Confefpon Auricular 75 

ConfeJJion free and generous enervates Reproach ZyS 

Confujion (^ other States pleajing to the Eyes 346 

Conjuniiihn of the Sexes a Center to ivhich all Things tend 90 

Conjunitiott of Stars 1 70 

Conjcience toe Advantages of a good one 23 

Confcience ties up the Tongue 9 and Jiops the Mouth 232 

Conjcience quiet ^ the Gift of God 307 ^ 

Coufolations^ hotv ought to he adminijiered 53 

^ Conjolatioajs frejcribed by Philojophy 54 

1 Continence enjoined to Women for their particular Share So, 87 

Continence difficult, or rather impojjible to Women ijji<if 

^ ContraMStion of Judgment acceptable in Cowverjation 1 80 

i Confverjation of greater Advantage than Reading 1 79 

Cen*verJation nuith Men of Genius ivhy co*veted 1 87 

' Converjation the better for Jmart Repartees 201 
■ Comverjation nvith all Men, its Utility 3 7 and 4 1 

- Con^uerjationivith beautiful and tvell'bred Women 46 

• Corinth its Burger/hip offered to Alexander * 29;^ 
' Corps of beautiful Women kept three Dcys ifi Egypt before they *were 

interred . , 12j 

Corruption is formed by the particular Contribution of every Man 209 

Cotys, King ^Thrace, tvhy he broke a cpfly Vejjel 305 

} Co*vetoujnejs ungrateful 155 

Counfets Strength eonjifts in Time 3 2 

Counjels ought not to be judged of by Events 3 3 

Country abandoned for the Ertjoyment of another Air 2$ ^ 

Courage, vuhat it is mifakenfor ^ , 6 

Courtiers mix tvith none but Men of their o*um Sorf j66 

CranausV *Methodof mixing Wine vjith Water 426 

Crates his Affeiiation of Poverty 220 

Crates in Love vuith a She-Goat 98 

Criminals condemned to execute themfelves 1 4 

Criminals ntoft cruel Treatment 6 3 

Criminals left to chttfe in tvhat manner they vupfdd be put to Death 264 
Cripples an odd Proverb about them 329, 330 

CceuphpnV Folly in attempting to fdck vfith his Mule 405 

Cuckolds pity^d, not dfejieemed for it 1 07 

Cuckoldry among the Ancients 98 

Cuckoldry a Charailer indelible 1 06 

Cuckoldry frequent, but not to be divulged 1 09 

Cuckoldry of the Emperor Claudius Mo 

Curiofity pernicious to Women 1 08 

Curiqfity encreajed by Philojopbical Inquijttions ^^\ 

Curtains of the Amphitheatre of Purple gnd NeedUvm-k ^> ^ 

Cufi^tn of different Countries contrary c^^ 
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E*vents fueceeding contrary to Opinions Page 3 1 

Events poor Tefiimony of Mens Worth and Parti ^ i j6 

Events ^ often Effe^s of good Fortune Ibid. 

E*vtl theoldcft^ the moBfupportahU "7 

Enjilsy honjj ought to be endured 4^2 

E'vils have their Periods as luell as Goods 4^3 

Examples firange and fcholafiic 394 

Excufes and Satisfa^ions fcandalous 3" 

Expence exceffive ofMonarchs, aTeftimow^ ofPufillanimity IjfO 

Expences of Kings y honxj might he profitably laid out 151 

ExpenceSy ho'w ought to be managed 22 1 , 222 

Expences of the Roman Emperors at the public SpeSacUs ill judged 1 56 

Experience of every Manfufficient to make him luife 382 

Experience rules Ueafon in the Art of Phyfic 39O 

Eyes of dying Perfons clofedhy their nearefi Relations 256 

Eyes beautiful^ menacing a dangerous and malignant Nature 363 

F. 

FAceSy fome happy , fome unhappy 363 

Faces of Men like or unlike 377 
Facility of People in fuffering themfelves to heimpofedupon, by theLeU" 

ders of a Party 303 
Failings y the Reafons all Men have to bear nxith one another I 180. 187. 

188. &c. 

Fainting not dreadful . 417 

Fallings icknefs correSfedhy Caefar 398 

Fame bought at a great Rate 3 1 6 
Familfs excellent Eft ate '25 

Fancy frivolous and extravagant ^ fui table to human Wit 180 

Fafhions of Foreigners abominated 26^ 

/V^/»g- 0^ Epicurus, tovchatEnd ^ 424 

Fatua FaunusV Wife, vjouldfee no Man after Marriage 1 04 
Favorinus, vohy be fuffered himfelf to be foiled in a Grammatical 

Difpute by the Emperor Adrian i "j*] 

Favour of Princes by vohom defpifed 307 

Fear upon the Waters, from vuhence proceeds 1 49 

Felicity human, accordingtoMontSiigncs Opinion 3^ 

Fidelity in Love 13c 
Fire made on the Outfide, and at the Foot of the Houfes among the 

Romans ^gz 

T^fh eajy of Digefion 424 

Flatterers corrupt Kings 388 

FlaviusV Conjlancy at his Execution 57 

Flight vjithotct Affright and AJloniJhment 1 47 

Flight neceffary^ from the Evil that Men cannot endure 306 

Floras, (the famous Courtizans) Amours 48 

Folly not to be cured by Admonition 200 

Fool, in vjhat moji difgufiing ibid. 

Foolifh Difcourfe what gives Weight to 1*4 1 9a 

Fofe^ 
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Dilutes the had Confiquence of thofe that are illctmduQed Page 14^ 

Difputes endlefsfor mofi part about ]Vords 376 

DsJ^utes Jhould he punijhed as verbal Crimes 1 84 

Di*verfion a good Receipt for the Difeafes of the Mind 56 

Di'yerfion from Revenge 5^ 

Diverjion from Love 60 

Diverjion from common Rumours 61 

Diver fions Military ^i^ 

Diverjion made ufeofto comfort 5 5 

Divination of Things to come from Dreams 418 

Divijions in France 277 

Domeftic Affairs very trouhUfome 215 

Double-dealing Men^ vohat good for 7 

Doubt better than AJfurance in Things hard to be proved ' 3 27 

Dreams full of Agitations 415 

Dreams true Interpreters of Inclinations 417 

Drinkingy a Gentleman a vihole Year voithout it 39! 

Drinking, hovjfar allowed 420 

Drugs andPoifons the vDorft Sort ^Homicides 326 
Drufus^j Anfwer to an ArchiteS *who offered to contrive his Houfefo 

that it ^uld not be overlooked 26 

E. 

iry Ating a Sight hateful to fome Nations 1 20 

V^ Eating»Schools at Rome 428 

ISggs difinguijhed one from another ' 370 

Egypt the Oath of its Judges 1 1 

Elephant the Price of a Woman's Projiitution 1 05 

Employment does not corrupt an honefi Man 300 

Employment the mofi painful 173 

Employment the mofi pie af ant to every one 222 

Enjoyments are not alike 1 2 c 

Ef^ayment is not afufikient Teftimony of a Womofis AffeBi§$ ibicL 

Epaminondas placed in thefirft Rank of excellent Men 17 

EpaminondasV Delicacy in the Article ofjufiice ibici* 

EpaminondasV ^aiMo^ffi/y 18 

EpaminondasV great Virtues ibid. 
EpaminondasV Cufiom offacrificing to the Mufes ivhen he went to 

War ibid. 

Epaminondas*i Magnanimity 1 9 

EpaminondasV chearful Death 59 

Epicurus hov) little he lived upon 298 

Epicurus, whyhefafted 424 
Epitomizing of Books , a foolijb Undertaking without Honour to th$ 

Undertaker 20Z 

'ErzCmusfull of Adages and Apothegms 28 

Btingo Broth taken by Montaigne to oblige the Ladies 406 

Efienians how they lived vjithout the Ufe of Women 119 

Efieem vulgar and common^ feldom hits right 23^ 

^ tftimation not due to little Performances 3 1 6 

m li 2 Events 
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Government Ci*vil a mgbtf ^>^*»g", and hard to he Mfihed ; Page 128" 
Crverttment, ^whether Violence mttf he committed in a Country for the 

* fake of reaifiing it j^l 

Grammar^ fix Tboufand Books 'written upon it hy one Author 2o8 

Gratitude tvwards the Dead v) 28:^ 

Greatnefs eafilj avoided^ and defpifed 1 71 and i;^ 

Greatnefs if sjmcon^eniencyy and Advantage ^ I^l- 
Great Men ham no true Share in the Exerc^es of Honour emd Valour 1 74, 

Great Men not Jo filly fometinuseu they feem to be it l^I 

Great Men Gainers by their Silence ^ I pi 

Greedy eating reproved by Diogenes Ajg 

Grief fidf^L hy a pleafant Method (( j • 

Grief im0tmed by counterfeited Forms ibid. 

Gryllos, ■ Ms nudiant Death rp 

Guefts;4fonA) ought to be chofen according toYzXTO 420, 424^ 428 

GymnafifcAofFlsLtO • pj 
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HArangue caiCt make Men 'valiant on afudden 20d 

Healthy 'what is gpi^ &C* 

Health more pleafant after Sicknefs aiq 

Heat coming from the Fire makes the Head heavy %qx 

Hegefias'j Difciples pined themfelves to Death y ivhy ^5 

Heraclitus, luhai Socrates thought of his Writings ijA 

HieroV Wife^ thought all Mens Breath flunk IO4. 

Himbercourt, hvw he appeafed the Fury of the Ligeois ri 

Hippias Eleus, ijohy he learned to do e^ery thing for -himfitf * 241 

Hiflory profitable to be read at all times ip i 

Honefiy Scholaftick n(iL 

Horace's Language 1 1 2 

Houfe^ifry, the befl Knowledge for a Mother ofaFamify 250 

Hujbands careful of the Chaftity of their Wi'ves pj 

Hujbands may be too careful of it I qq 

Hufbandry in the Enjcyment ofPleafures Hl^ Ayj 

J- 

J Anus, his double Face 68 
Jaropele, Duke of Ruffia, ho^ he liked the Treafon^ hut fu- 

nifijed the Traitor 1 2 

Jealoujy exafperates Men againfl Incontinence p7 

Jealoufy andEmvy p8 

Jealoujy among Beafts ibid. 

Jealoujy of Women furious and odious lOOy lOI, 108 

Ignorance Mother of Vices ^ zz 

Ignorance^ the Mi f chiefs of not owning it 324 

Tgnora7ice ftrong and generous . ibid. 

Ignorance* s Vozu in Point of Devotion a 25 

Ignorance^ a Joft Pillonu for a luell turned Heart 382^ 

hnpQtency and Injujficiency in a Man dij/oht hit MarrUgi 1 30" 

I^Bnattem 
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irs the Executions of the mofiJimfU Men 
'es abound ivith Foreigners 
^emoi ha<ve fmall Legs 
iersy and Language 

Ts *when ivitJbotA Order and Difcipline ^ 

e Jingle and perfect preferred before all others 
'vate contemned for the common Good 
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he Kings of France 

PoJfeJJion principally appertain to the Inutgination 
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\, a Saying of that Emperor^ mijpiac$d t$ an9ther*s 

?er Man, ivho dijfembled Jleeping tofavoUr Mecaenas : 

h his Wife IO5 

trs 14s 

nee, luhy left off by our Author 305 

*2ondu^ required in it 2syj 

ficent of the King ^Mexico 162 

7 luhy excluded from ferious Difcourfe 76 

er unruly, and dbufed 93 

iVeft-Indies 169 

r, honju ought to be befio^wed 1 5 j; 

irteft Wi^ to it 27 

Qoks only augment Doubts 373 

stoPajffions 175 

together for Ornament and Shetu 169 

f of the Academics and Peripatetics 440 

/ // never fent abfohitely pure to Men 347 
lind feemfruitlefs to Men^ if not produced t9 thi Viem 
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Knawledgg honoured p^ge igg 

KKOwU£;e, a thing ofinSffertnt Quality i^](j^ 

Knowledge^ a Thing of great fTeight loi 

Knowledge ef ourfehes recommemded fy Apollo ^ 288 

KnowiiM of Caufes -,« 

KaowU^e ofourfehves of great Importance 283 

L. 

LAcedxmonian Women expofe their Thighs ^ 
Lacedaemonian Women more Virgins when Wi<vu than oar 
Danghton jyj^ 
La£es Favours y the Boafting of* em cenfured m 
Ladies learnedly fpeahng and <writing . « 
Ladies never tempted can'' t hoaft of their Cha/tity 06 
LaisV Charaffer of the Philofopbers ' 272 
Lame People beft at the Sport of Venus 2 20 
Language common^ how "'tis rendered olfcure and amhiguous in Cove- 
nants} &C, MM 2 

Language Magiferial to Servants reproved ^1 

Language and Idioms Jet off hr enriched by Wits Jbi^ 

Lavofrom nvhence rife itsDotthts and Difficulties 2 7j 

Lafws imperfeS relating to the Suhje&s ^Jt 

Lavo general of thf^ World - g j 

Lofws more in France than in «//£arope ^'j | 

Laws E thick hard to be taught ti. 

LoFws, how keep up their Credit ^g^ 

Laws ordinarily faulty ]jjjj^ 

Lav^s of Solon 22c 

Lofwsy multiplicity, fatal to a State ^^q 

Laws of Nature the heft - - j 

LaFw-Suits odious ^Qg 

Lawyers the Peft of a Country --2 

Laxinefs hateful l <.. 

Lazinefs of married Women 2ro 
Learning bought at a great rate^ full of natural Weaknefs 335, 226 

Legs of the French Gentlemen f mailer than others y luhy 210 

LepidusV Wife broke his Heart og 
• Liberality in a Sovereign Hand not in its true Luflre 1^2 icc 

LiberaUty, a Virtue imprintedin Princes from their Youth 'ibui. 

Liberality is of little Commendation in Princes jjjjj^ 

Liberality immoderate i ^^ 

Uberality, ivhat is ibid. 

Liberality reproached to Cyrus j ^- 

Liberty becoming Ladies, ivhat iq^ 

Liberty, ivhat is ^ . - 

Liberty and Freedom of Speaking never fufpeffed ^ 

Liberties counterfeited praQifed vnthout Succefs q 

Ubrary^ Montaigne^s, its Situation and Form - 1 

Life by what trifling Obje^s the Defire of it is kept up ox ^ 
Life exfuifite what . gr 

' " ♦ Life 



Lifif hiiiettfrom the Sight of ether Men * Page iSl 

^ Life di'Med hetnuixt Folhf eald Prudence -^l ^ % 

X Life only communicated iy the lAjorkihg of the Belly 208 

^ * Life tender and eafily molefted 21c 

■ Life ruled hy Fortmie 264 

■ Life frinjate, ijuhy loved 269 
, Idfe, what ^tis ^ 25g 

Life limited hy Solon to JO Tears • 423 

'lafe tweak andfottijh carried on hy Rule e^d Difcifline 296 

' Lifcy the Meafure of its Etyoyvtent depends on the Application of it 43 7 

lAfe compared to the Harmony of the World 40 r 

Ufe ought to he hved and cultivated 430 

Lion hamejjed to a Coach i^o 

Livia, fwhat Jhefaid after Jhe happened to fee naked Men • 93 

. Living ^well. Mans Majier-piece 43 1 

Living hy the Example of others dothsMre Harm than Good 221 

, Lives of retired Men painful and iMfficiUt in their Duties 2 7 

laves the faireft^ vjhich ^ 442 

Locke, theEng]i{tiPhiiofopher^sChara£ler 376 

Lodgings that our Author liked heft in Travelling 262 

Loyalty unknovun in this Age 2 1 9 

Longings violent of fie k Perfons 401 

Lqffes that hefal Men hy the hjury' of others arejharp 347 

Love the Entertainment of the Mufes yy 

Love is more animated and lovely in Poetry than in its o^n Ejffence 78 

Love's Tranfports hanijhedfrom Marriage^ vjhy 79, 80 
Loive heing founded voholly upon Pletijure\ differs therefore from Marriage 8 5 

Love the general Tendency of Mankind to it 00 

Love, Edi3s at Rome for its Service ihid. 

Lovers Definition according to Zeno and Socrates 117 

Lo^e makes Men Beafis ibid. 

. Love vuhich is fo infpired hy Nature Jhould not he condemned 119 

Love of the Spaniards /W Italians timorous andfecret 122 

Love ftimulated hy talking of it difcreetly ibid . 
Love Jhould he made hy Degrees 123 and 128 

Love^ Montaigne's Fidelity in it 13c 

Lovefbolijhly confeientious ibia. 

Love of this Time has little to do VMth Sincerity 1 36 

Love notfociahle vnth Prudence ^ 1 37 

LovCy vohat ^tiSf andhovi it hurts none hut Fools ibid. 

Love augmented hy Fruition l o i 

IjOVCy of vohat Profit in old Men 140 

Love requires Relation and Correfpondehcy 141 

Xoo;^ in its Throne , vuhat Age 142 

Love"* s Comportment ' 143 

Love preferred to Fear 243 

Love furious to a Statue of VcnnSf and to a dead Boefy II85 

Lover having gained his Mifirefss Corifent refufes to etyoy her 1 24 

LucretiaV Picture of the Amours of Mars and Venus 1 1 1 

;, LutherV Opinion^ the DiJpiUet about it in Germany 37^ 

Vol. 11% Kk Lycurgui 
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Lycorgos the general Tmfieefor his Fellow Gtixens Page : 

Lynceftes killed tvith fhrufts of Pikes by AlezanderV SoUiers, while 
hi hejitasedin bis Speech 
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MA^tuudmityj njchereiH it confifis 
Mahomet II. the Murder efhis Brother 
Maids refioring their Reputations merely by their Confianey 

Meads ixudting on Ladies ought not to be kept too cltje 

Maids drejfed up in Bajhfulnefs and Fear 

Maladies long and grievous reft ore the Body to a bitter Stati 

Man learned and the felf-fufficient Man differ 
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